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yeur letters to: Editor. Reader Response. P.0. Box 3137 . Portland, OR
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When Will It Stop?
, M arian W kicht  E delman

Again, a nation  has sat before 
eir television sets, transfixed with 
>rror. A gain, we ask ourselves 
hy, and how could it happen.

T his la te s t v io le n t ep iso d e , 
;ain on school g rounds, only em - 
lasizes the u rgency  w ith  w hich 
e m ust address the underly ing  
tuses o f  this and sim ila r trag- 
iies, not on ly  in schoo ls but in 
ar hom es and  n e ighborhoods, 
hese k illings w ere not ju s t the 
ork o f  a studen t, but o f  our entire 
>ciety -  a society  tha t to lerates 
iins and greed, and g lo rifies vio- 
nce; a society  that values m ateri- 
lism m ore than m orality . W ill this 
s the incident that finally  m oves 
s to action , o r m ust m ore children  
s robbed o f  the chance to grow  to 
lu lth o o d ?

In the a fte rm ath , I w atched , as 
ou d id , the faces o f  the high 
:hoo l stu d en ts , changed  fo rever 
y the w ar A m erica  p erpe tua tes  
gainst itse lf. W eep ing , or eerily  
aim , th ey  to ld  sto ries  o f  seeing 
la ssm a tes  sh o t n ex t to  them , 
om e friends sa id  to  m e, “ w hy 
rould the new s m ed ia  put these 
oor ch ild ren  on cam era? H av en ’t 
ic y  been  th rough  en o u g h ?”

I though t abou t th a t and about 
he courage it took for these young 
eop le  to  te ll th e ir  n igh tm arish  
to ries on  n a tio n a l te lev is io n . I f  
ne v io len t, angry , iso la ted  per- 
on w ho had been  thinking o f  pick- 
ng up a gun sees, and feels, the 
iain these  ch ild ren  and fam ilies
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are experienc ing  and d o esn ’t pick 
up tha t a ll- to o -access ib le  gun, I 
can on ly  thank G od and the ch ild  
w ho to ld  his o r her story.

Y ou see, I th ink  that is part o f  
the p roblem . M ost o f  the ch ild ren  
in school have said  it seem ed like 
a m ovie; it d id n ’t seem  real w hen 
it w as happening . T his k ind  o f  
horro r is accep ted  in our m ovies, 
on  our te lev isions, and in video 
gam es -  death , depersonalized . 
O ur coun try  w as stunned  w hen 12 
ch ild ren  and a teacher w ere k illed  
in one day in one h igh school, but 
it d o esn ’t seem  to no tice that ev 
ery  day in A m erica 13 ch ild ren  
die from  firearm s. C h ild ren  are 
sa fe r from  gun v io lence at school 
than in th e ir  hom es.

Every day on so m any fronts we 
are stealing  from children  w hat 
should rightfu lly  be theirs -  safety, 
food, shelter, health  care, educa
tion, and the opportun ity  to grow 
into caring and contribu ting  m em 
bers o f  society. A ll ch ildren  need 
connectedness and love and the 
basic physical necessities o f  life. 
N ot all children  are born into fam i
lies who can supply these basic 
physical and em otional needs. If  
w e, c o llec tiv e ly , d o n 't  p ro tec t 
these ch ildren , who w ill? I f  we 
d o n ’t get the guns o ff  our streets 
and out o f  our schools and hom es, 
w ho w ill? I f  we d o n ’t ensure that 
all children  receive the health care, 
basic necessities o f  life, and edu
cation they need in a society where 
they are pro tec ted  and nurtured, 
what will their future be like? W hat

Practice What We Preach
B> H ugh B. Ph ic i______________________
Bui sin»m , N ational U rban L eaglt

I n the month since the murder o f 
twelve high school students and 
one teacherat Columbine High School 

in Littleton, Colorado, schools in doz
ens o f  communities across the coun
try have been inundated with rumors 
o f  some o f their students plotting simi
lar murderous acts.

It’s even more distressing that 
some o f  these rumors have led to the 
discovery o f  alleged actual plots and 
the arrest o f  students.

Littleton, a suburb o f  Denver, is 
typical o f  many o f  the communities 
where these school massacres have 
either occurred or been threatened: it 
is middle class and mostly white. 
Yet, the comfortable circumstances 
and network o f  youth programs in 
Littleton and the other towns proved 
not nearly enough to prevent these 
devastating tragedies.

That’s one reason they 've now 
provoked an instant search for solu
tions that in itself threatens to be
come bewildering.

It’s time, some say, to bring the 
N ational Rifle Association to its 
knees and legislate stricter gun con
trols. It’s time, others argue, to hold 
the television, music, film, internet 
and video game industries account
able for all the murder and mayhem 
they transmit, almost with impunity. 
Still others demand that parents must 
connect more closely with their kids 
and, some have urged, be held ac
countable if  their children do wrong.

President Clinton, Congress and the 
political action committees will do 
battle over these issues onCapitolHill.

Meanwhile, I suggest society must 
probe deeper for answers. For Littleton 
has exposed some harsh truths about 
American life that young people 
wrestle with daily, but that most adults 
would just as soon forget.

Suburban high schools mimic 
mainstream America.

Ostracism i s rampant in high school, 
even on college and university cam
puses. There are cliques o f  youngsters 
who hang together and lord it over 
outsiders. Jocks get the glory and the 
girls. Nerds get laughed at and seek 
solace and company on the internet. 
“Winners” love rubbing salt in the 
wounds o f ‘losers." Integrated schools 
are nonetheless segregated inside, with 
black and Latino students typically 
stranded in less challenging courses. 

According to the distinguished

w ill the quality  o f  our collective 
future be like?

A recen t study  o f  students in 
grades 7-12 show ed that teenag 
ers w ho feel “co n n ected ” to  their 
schools and fam ilies are less likely 
to  engage in risky  o r v io len t b e
havior. This is hard ly  a surprise 
W e cannot underestim ate  the im 
portance o f  fam ily  and teachers, 
and we m ust nurtu re that feeling 
o f  “connectedness” very  early. 
The im portance o f  early  ch ild 
hood  ed u ca tio n , bo th  for ac a 
dem ic and social purposes, is c ru 
cial. S tud ies p rove that early  in
te rv e n tio n  an d  e d u c a tio n  fo r 
p reschoo lers not only  sparks a 
love o f  learn ing , but also  reduces 
the like lihood  o f  v io len t behavior 
la te r on.

We m ust take responsib ility  for 
pu tting  into p lace the resources 
and b ipartisan  po litica l support 
to  g e t o u r p r io r i tie s  s tra ig h t, 
w hether w e’re ta lk ing  about edu
ca tion , hea lth  care , ch ild  care, or 
v io lence preven tion . I t ’s too  late 
for m any studen ts, and we grieve 
deep ly  for them . Isn ’t it tim e we 
began to learn from  our m istakes 
and not repeat them ? There are 
m illions o f  ch ild ren  who are de
pending  on us -  fo r p ro tection , 
for gu idance, for the basic neces
sities. B efore one m ore ch ild  is 
lost, we m ust m uster the neces
sary w ill to m ake sure all o f  our 
ch ild ren  receive the healthy  and 
fair and safe start in life they re
qu ired  and deserve.

child psychiatrist. Dr. James Comer, 
high schools are savagely competi
tive and hierarchical. Students be
come obsessed with their status. For 
those who are different or left out, 
the stress and distress can be painful.

What fascinates me as I reflect on 
the anguish suffered by suburban 
white students is the parallel to the 
pain endured by minority youngsters, 
also because o f their status.

1 don’t mean to suggest the expe
riences are identical— only that 
there’s plenty o f  angst and pain to go 
around, and that its very real in every 
community.

Today, forty-five years after the 
great 1954 school desegregation 
decision, B row n vs. B oard o f  Edu
cation, supposedly k illed o ff  Jim 
Crow , A m erican society , for all 
the progress made, is still m ired in 
a thicket o f  discrim inatory  prac
tices. Black and Latino youngsters 
who are taught to play by the rules 
quickly learn that in many realm s 
o f  A m erican life, there are still 
two sets o f  rules.

Racial profiling by police is ram
pant on some o f  the nation’s high
ways and on city streets, as America 
has learned in the aftermath o f  the 
February police shooting of unarmed 
Amadou Diallo. This unjust practice 
affects all strata o f  blacks and His
panics— young and old, the poor and 
affluent, those who are drifting in 
society’s mainstream and those who 
are trying their best to get ahead.

The connection between this re
ality and the tragedy at Littleton is 
that these suburban school rampages 
have underscored what so much o f 
youth violence in the black and His
panic inner cities would have made 
clear if  W hite Majority America had 
been listening:

Intolerance, vulnerability and 
death do not discriminate.

America’s youth see a society that 
is obsessed with status, with sorting 
by rank and, yes, by race. They under

All Your Protection Under One Roof.
American Family Mutual Insurance Company and Its Subsidiaries. Madison. Wl 53783-0001 www amtam com

stand only too well that ostracism, 
racism. anti-Semitism and tribalism 
are all points along a continuum o f 
intolerance, and that the "ism s" on 
that continuum all entail defining one’s 
own selfworth by demeaning the worth 
o f  others. Any “reason” will do.

In their most benign form, these 
“ ism s” produce em barrassm ent and 
isolation. Taken to extrem es, they 
poison, maim, and destroy families, 
com m unities, cu ltu res, peoples, 
even nations.

W e adults need to inculcate in 
m ore o f  our children— and m ore o f  
ourselves— a greater sense o f  civic 
responsibility , to the society and to

Represent your neighbors 
on Metro's citizen committee

IV Ietro , the regional govern
ment that serves 1.3 million 
people who live in Clackamas, 
M ultnomah and Washington 
counties and the 24 cities in the 
Portland metropolitan area, 
provides regional services that 
guide growth and help ensure 
that livable communities are 
created for the future.
The Metro Committee for Citizen 
Involvement is seeking applica
tions from people concerned 
about the process of citizen 
involvement, are active in the 
community and are willing to

For more information or 
to request an application 
packet, call 7 9 7 -1 5 3 9  

or send e-mail to
mcci@metro.dst.or.us

Visit M etro’s web page at
www.metro-region.org

Yes! It's your time! You couldn't 
have dreamed it better if youd 
tried. You've learned that hard 
work and long hours definitely 
pay o ff and that getting ahead is 
easier when there's family behind 
you. That's the way it is w ith  
American Family Mutual Insurance 
Like you, w e understand it's 
consistent performance that builds 
strong reputations. That's just one 
of many reasons w hy year after 
year; were awarded an A+ (Superior, 
rating from the respected insurance

✓ "J x ra tin g  a u th o rity , A M. Best.

Z k »u have family behind you.
Before you make your move, 
make one call and a he lpfu l, 
friendly agent will be delighted to 
tell you more Then go out there 

and conquer 
the world... 
w ell be right 
behind you.

the human beings we share it w ith. 
W e must show them how to reach 
across the chasm s o f  ignorance and 
intolerance, across the boundaries 
o f  race and religion, poverty and 
plenty, presum ed superiority  and 
subjugation to forge a society based 
on mutual humanity, mutual respect 
and mutual aspirations.

Ho w can we do this? Well, we can 
start by pledging allegiance with more 
vigor—and more meaning— to that 
scared phrase o f  the Declaration o f  
Independence: "W e hold these truths 
to be self-evident.. .”

We can start by p racticing  w hat 
w e preach.

make the commitment necessary 
for meetings, subcommittees and 
projects.
Members develop and maintain 
programs and procedures to aid 
communication between citizens 
and M etro’s elected officials.
The committee helps ensure citizen 
participation in M etro decision
making but does not set policy.

Meetings, held at 7 p.m. on 
the third Wednesday of each 
month, are open to  the public.

Metro Regional Services
Creating livable communities
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