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A Whole New Category Of Heroes
Bi H ugh B. Price

Attention Readers!
,  _ take a minute to  »end ue your comments. We' «a elwaye trying to give 
you a better paper and we can’t  do It without your help. Tell tie what you Ibte 
and what needs Improvement ., any suggestions are welcomed and apprecF

W e take criticism weill Get your pewerhd pane out NOW and address N ational urban  league

to :criHn'  wend«* Reaponae, P 0  Bni 3137, Portland, OR 972Q&

I
n a couple o f  years the man com 
p le tely  in charge o f  one o f 
A m erica’s largest com panies— 
whose major product is an American 

icon— will be an African American.
That was the word delivered in 

late April from the M anhattan head­
quarters o f  The American Express 
Company. The international credit- 
and charge-card giant, a most presti­
gious member o f  the Fortune 500. 
announced that Kenneth I. Chenault, 
currently its president and chief op­
erating officer, will becom e chief 
executive in 2001.

W hen it occurs, Ken Chenault’s 
promotion will make him a member 
o f  two very select groups.

O ne is c h ie f  execu tives o f  F or­
tune 500 com panies. The second 
is far m ore exclusive: A frican- 
A m erican  C EO s o f  Fortune 500 
com panies. C urrently , th e re’s only 
one: F ranklin  D. R aines, head o f  
the m ortgage-financing  concern 
F annie M ae.

That Ken Chenault, who over the 
past two decades has built a reputa­
tion as an astute business leader, fully 
earned this future promotion goes 
with out saying. Or, it would if 
Chenault were not black.

But, if  we still have to answer the 
“implicit question” that always at­
tends black success outside the sports
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House Votes For Lottery Warnings
The Oregon House o f  Representa­

tives voted44to 15 m&vorofHB 2968, 
which attaches warning statements to 
lottery advertising. The proposed law 
would affect all forms o f advertising, 
including billboards, print media, and 
television and radio advertising.

The warning states “Lottery games 
are based on chance, should be played 
for entertainment only and should 
not be played for investment pur­
poses.” A shorter warning is to be 
used on billboards. The b ill’s chief 
sponsors are R epresentative Je ff  
Merkley (D-Portland) and Represen­
tative Bill W itt (R-Cedar Mill).

The bill also requires advertising to 
disclose the payout percentage o f ad­
vertised games. The payout percent-

age is the amount returned to the player, 
on average, when the game is played.

Representative Merkley notes that 
“this bill is important because lottery 
advertising often tries to convey the 
impression that playing the lottery is 
' all gain, no pain. ’ By pro viding play­
ers with the payout percentage, which 
is always less than $1 for each $1 
wagered, and by stating that the lot­
tery should not be played as an in­
vestm ent strategy, we are reminding 
players that there really isn ’ t any way 
to beat the odds. Playing the lottery 
isn’t an effective strategy for getting 
ahead in life. I f  this education cam­
paign reduces the number o f  prob­
lem gamblers in our state by even 
one, it w ill be worth the effort.”

Regarding Peace K eeping In The 
alkans:

The U nited N ations C harter, Ar- 
cle 2.4 , sta tes tha t “ A ll m em bers 
hall re fra in  in  the ir in te rnational 
stations from  the th rea t o r use o f  
jrce  aga in st the te rrito ria l integ- 
ity or po litica l independence o f  
ny sta te , o r in  any  o th e r m anner 
ico n sis ten t w ith  the Purposes o f  
le U nited  N atio n s.”

W e believe the current NATO 
ction in the Balkans is an act o f 
ggression by m em ber states o f  the 
ecurity Council and is in violation 
f  Article 2.4 o f  the U.N. Charter.

The N A TO  bom bing  is an act 
f  catastrophic environm ental con- 
equences.

There has been strong opposition 
i  Belgrade which questions the le- 
itim acy o f  M ilosevic’s election in 
996. There continues to be opposi- 
o n  to M ilosevic; and now there is

increasing opposition to N A TO ’s 
devasta ting  bom bing incidences 
which are contributing to the monu­
mental m isery o f  the Balkan people.

Therefore we urge the U.S. gov­
ernment to abide by the U.N. Char­
ter, cease bombing the Balkans, and 
recognize the rights o f  those peoples 
to organize their opposition to their 
current political regime.

W e also  urge our federal ad ­
m in istra tion  to include non-gov­
ernm ent, peace organizations in 
the negotiation  process w ith the 
purpose o f  estab lish ing  civ ilized  
o rder in the Balkans.

Cosigned,
C h e rie  H o le n s te in , P a tr ic ia  

Hollingsworth, RoseM arie Opp, J im 
Beyer, Pat Beyer, Rose M ary John, 
Barbara Davis, Anna Faro, George 
R. M o rg an , B illy  W alk er, L iz 
Callison, Jody Robindotter, Tom 
Cropper. Dr. Steven Bailey

arenas- yes, he (or she) is very quali­
fied!— then, le t’s trumpet it loudly 
enough for all to hear.

Let’s spread the word beyond the 
junior executive and middle-level 
manager ranks o f  corporate America. 
Let’s spread it beyond the business 
schools and law schools and colle­
giate campuses.

Let’s spread it even beyond the 
high schools. Let’s get it down to the 
junior high schools and elementary 
schools, to the basketball courts and 
football and soccer and baseball 
fields; to the churches and com m u­
nity organizations; to the street cor­
ners (and yes, to the juvenile deten­
tion centers and prisons) and all the 
other places young people gather.

L e t’s be sure to tell them  about 
the K en Chenaults and the Franklin 
R aines, about som eone like Ann 
Fudge, w h o ’s presiden t o f  M ax­
w ell H ouse C offee , and Em m a 
C h a p p e l l ,  th e  p r e s id e n t  a n d  
founder o f  P h ilade lph ia’s U nited 
Bank o f  Philadelph ia , and Roy 
R oberts, head o f  G eneral M otors 
N orth  A m erican  sales, service and 
m arketing  division.

A nd let’s tell them about Earvin 
“M agic” Johnson, too. Not Magic 
Johnson the basketball superstar, but 
Magic Johnson, the businessman who 
is building a high-powered portfolio 
o f  business enterprises.

Let’s make sure they understand 
what Magic said o f him self in the

story o f  his business holdings in the 
current Black Enterprise magazine.

“Everyone looks at me and still 
sees basketball,” he said. "But I run all 
my companies. People who don’t 
know me may not believe that. But if 
they come in here and want to do some 
business, they’ll find out fast enough.”

T hat’s not cockiness. T hat’s the 
confidence o f  someone who has com­
mitted him self to paying the dues 
necessary to be successful.

O ne can say that these A frican 
A m ericans, w hether clim bing the 
ladder w ithin established corpora­
tions or striking out to bu ild  their 
ow n com panies, are a w hole new 
category  o f  heroes we need to make 
sure becom e as w ell-know n and as 
em ulated  w ithin Black A m erica as 
sports superstars.

But, o f  course, these achievers 
aren’t really a “new ” group among 
black Americans.

In fact, entrepreneurship has a sto­
ried history among Americans o f  Af­
rican descent, whether one is speak­
ing o f  a particular individual, like 
Madame C. J. Walker, who in the early 
1900s built a beauty products empire 
that stretched across most o f  the United 
States and into South America, or 
communities, such as the Greenwood 
district o f  Tulsa, Oklahoma, called 
the Black Wall Street.

In the mid-1980s, Dr. Clifton R. 
W harton Jr. became the first African 
American to head a Fortune 500 corn-

pany when he became CEO o f the 
massive teachers pension fund called 
TIAA-CREF.

Thus, w hat’s “new” about all this 
is not only the visibility given to these 
achievements by African Americans, 
but the size o f  the cohort that is climb­
ing the ranks behind them.

T hat’s w hat R ichard Parspns, 
president o f  the media conglomerate 
Tim e Warner, who is also black, 
meant when he said, “O f course, 
(Chenault’s promotion) is significant, 
but these seeds were sown back in 
the 60 ’s when Jim Crow laws were 
dismantled. Some o f  those flowers 
are starting to bloom now.

We need to emphasize both the 
storied past and the exciting present 
even more now if  Black America is to 
be able to stand on its own in a new 
century in which economic strength 
promises to be o f  primary importance 
for individuals as well as nations.

And we need to em phasize it to 
our youth so they understand that the 
qualities for success in business—  
confidence in one’s self, the disci­
pline to learn, and a faith in the fu­
ture— are really the same as the quali­
ties for success in their schoolwork 
and in life itself.

I f  we succeed in getting that mes­
sage across, then there’s no doubt 
w e’ll soon be producing thousands 
more o f  whom we can say, Y es, they 
are very qualified! For whatever en­
deavor they pursue.

To The Editor
A group of us has listened to many 

hours o f news reporting, analysts, inter­
views and talk show host discussions. It 
seems good progress has been made as 
to “How” but minimal progress as to 
“Why” the massacre in the Littleton, 
Colorado High School happened.

Access to guns, lack o f  peer, pa­
rental or authority response to early 
warning signals, movie andT.V. vio­
lence, the internet, taunts, bullying, 1 
etc., etc. -  all have some validity but 
it seems to us, they are primarily 
m anifest symptoms o f  a pervasive 
and much deeper cause which under­
lies all violence. It can be helpful to 
treat symptoms but the deeper cause 
must also be found if  we hope to stop 
the cycles o f  violence.

One commentator, whose name 
we did not catch, pointed in the right 
direction when he suggested that 
young (or old) people who lash out 
with such inhuman butchery haven ’ t 
a clue as to their own “Core Person­
ality.” Another w ayofsaying it: they 
are totally unaware o f  their “True 
Nature.” Such persons only sense or 
feel an internal conflict o f  discom ­
fort and dis-ease.

When any o f  us, o f  any age, have 
little or no awareness o f our true 
nature, in frustration we tend to in­
vent one. The young turn to the rebel­
lious “pop” culture for a model, for it 
is so available. The older o f us turn to 
the traditional, habitual power cul­
tures o f  wealth, fame, possessions, 
politics, celebrity status, etc., in an 
attempt to be“somebody .” Even driv­
ing down the street in a Lexus feeds 
our hollow hubris. If  this frustration, 
fed by pretense, is left unrelieved by 
truth, it intensifies into anger, rage, 
and hate for all, including self. In 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold the 
rage took the path o f  killing as many 
as possible, including self, for “ev­
erybody is a nothing” in their make- 
believe family.

This sense o f  “nothingness" is a 
bad habit that has been around for 
thousands o f  years. The physically 
weak and defeated people in all o f  
history were often enslaved and per­
ceived as o f  no value in themselves 
except as a possession o f  their “m as­
ters.” Children bom  o f impersonal or 
recreational sex are mostly unwanted. 
The consequence is that children very 
quickly translate this unwantedness 
into a fear that they are o f  no value -  
a terrible conflict with the unknown 
truth that is within them. Today’s 
movie and T. V . star, sports celebrity, 
political elite and the like, all realize, 
at least subconsciously, that the im­
age created in the minds o f  the often 
hysterical and “adoring" public is 
not real. The drug, alcohol and even 
suicide problem in so many o f these 
people is clear evidence o f  the inter­
nal pressure between the real and

make-believe. They, and we all, want 
some real attention to reassure us o f  
our value and to relieve our fears o f  
“nothingness” or worse.

The angry young people in Colo­
rado knew that they could get the 
attention o f  the whole world but they 
did not look beyond that, to see that 
the attention would be focused on the 
cruelty o f  their act, and not on their

real persons. So their violence, in­
cluding suicide, was all for naught as 
far as their real selves were con­
cerned. W hat a waste all around! If  
we who remain alive can see the true 
human nature more clearly, then we 
will be able to grow a little wiser 
through their horrible error.

N ext, w hat could we see if  we 
saw our real human nature more

clearly? "W e are only hum an” is a 
phrase found in one form or another 
in most cultures o f  the world, imply­
ing there is something wrong or 
im perfect w ith being human. Im ­
plied also is that there is something 
good and even perfect out there 
somewhere. The “out there” is called 
by various names including God, 
C on tin u ed  on A7

Yesf It’s your time! You couldn't 
have dreamed it better if youd 
tried. You've learned that hard 
work and long hours definitely 
pay o ff and that getting ahead is 
easier when there's family behind 
you. That's the way it is w ith  
American Family Mutual Insurance 
Like you, w e understand it's 
consistent performance that builds 
strong reputations. That's just one 
of many reasons w hy year after 
year; wete awarded an A+ (Superior, 
rating from the respected insurance 
ra tin g  a u th o r ity , A  M. Best.

have family behind you.
Before you make your move, 
make one call and  a he lp fu l, 
friendly agent w ill be delighted to 
tell you more Then go out there 

and conquer 
the world... 
we'll be right 
behind you.
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