Measure 11. Juvenile crime de-
creased some 12 percent from 1995
to 1996, But crimes had already de-
clined a remarkable 24 percent in
1995 from 1994. Proponents of Mea-
sure 11 can hardly take credit for
these national numbers.

Further, the length of mandatory
minimum sentences being imposed
and the lack of a chance for reduc-
tion of time served in return for
good behavior has led to the need
to build numerous new prisons.
These new prisons are being forced
on communities around the state at
a projected cost of over $1 billion.
['his amount does not include main-
tenance and operations of the new
prisons. Money spent on prisons
would be better spent on schools
and other badly underfunded pro-
grams. Thisis a trade-off we might
tolerate if it were not for the fact
that a large number of these ware-
housed individuals could be bet-
ter served by participating
in one of the proven alter
native programs already

in place in the state.

Groups and family and friends of
those prosecuted under Measure 11
guidelines have sprung up around the
state. Their concern is the unfair and
unjust results which occur in an un-
acceptably large portion of the cases
involving crimes which carry manda-
tory minimum sentences are being
handed down for conduct as com-
monplace as a school yard fist fight
or shoplifting. A more balanced ap-
proach is needed.

While not nearly as effective as
has sometimes been suggested,
Oregon’s mandatory minimum sen-
tencing laws have undoubtedly pre-
vented a few crimes. Be that as it
may, the law is still bad public policy
in that it requires the same mini-
mum sentence for everyone con-

victed of the same crime, regardless

Top 10 Movies

THE MUMMY

Universal-

ENTRAPMENT

20!’-11 Century Fox

THE MATRIX

Warner Bros.

A MIDSUMMER'S NIGHT DREAM

Fox Searchlight

BLACK MASK

Artisan Entertalnmen

LIFE

Universal

TRIPPIN'

October Fiums

NEVER BEEN KISSED

20th Century Fox

ELECTION

Paramount

TEA WITH MUSSOLINI

MGM

of the facts of the case or
the criminal history of the
offender

It is time we change
our ideas about what
works and does not work
We cannot prevent death
by building more hospi
tals. Being smart on crime
does not mean being soft
on crime

Michael Kelley is a
Salem resident who
works as a paralegal for
a criminal defense attor
ney in the Portland area.
This article has been re
printed by permission
from Oregon’s Fulure
Oregon’s Future is a partici
patory public affairs
magazine. For more on
the publication, call 503
731-9938 or email at

future@aracnet.com.
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A Step Above the rest.

A Step Above is conveniently located at

5130 NE MLK Blvd. (between Alberta & Killingsworth)

(503) 281-7161 - Fax (503) 281-8535

We carry awide variety of name brands such as Stacy Adams, Giorgio Srufini, | Renee

and Pazzo just to name a few. We feature the best in Exotics & Fabrics from Gators,

Croc, Lizards, snakes, ect. And all the colors you ve been looking for
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Seaside Motel 6 #4069

John Wolf
Owner
9369 S. Holladay Drive
Seaside, OR 97138
Office: 503-738-6269 Fax: 503-738-4276
For Reservations Call 1-800-4-MOTEL-6

ALicensee of Motel § Operating L.
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