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By Rox Damikrs

Thc tragic assault on the Col
umbine High School in
Littleton, Colorado by two
hate filled students has sent shock
waves throughout this nation.
Twelve students and a teacher were
gunned down by two members of a
clique of disgruntled and alienated
teenagers called the “Trench Coat
Mafia.” Then the killers committed
suicide. The terrible toll from this
violent assault was fifteen dead,
scores wounded and hundreds
scarred, some perhaps permanently,
by the psychological trauma of be-
ing unwilling witnesses to an un-
thinkable act of human rage. This
unconscionable act did not take
place in one of America’s desolate
inner-city ghettos, or in a barren
barrio or wretched reservation, this

deliberate crime against humanity
was committed in the “safe” and
“secure” environment of an affluent
suburban neighborhood.
Therefore, the question trou-
bling the well healed citizens of
Littleton and much of middle
America, is how could this trag-
edy take place in “our”
neighborhood(s)? After all, the
residents of the Littletons of this
country, fled the inner-cities seek-
ing the comfort, quietude and se-
curity of suburbia. But herein lies
the key to understanding why such
atragedy could shatter the illusion
of safety/security for the prosper-
ous suburban havens in this na-
tion. There is no hiding place from
the ills and injustices of this na-
tion. Americas steadfast refusal to
face and own up to the many mala-
dies which plague this society,

The Truth is Out

By HuGu B. PriCE

Presipent, National Unsax LEaGUE

he truth about what far too

I many African Americans

and Hispanic Americans

endure from the small but significant

number of police officers who are a

disgrace to their uniforms is pouring
forth now across the country.

In New Jersey, Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman and her Attor-
ney General said that a new study
proves that “racial profiling” by
New Jersey state troopers has re-
sulted in their stopping a wildly

interviewed, a senior marketing ex-
ecutive fora record company, said,
“every black man is exposed to
these kinds of indecencies.”

It's not only black men, of
course, as testimony given by black
and Hispanic men and women at a
special hearing of the New Jersey
state legislature’s Black and Latino
Caucus has underscored.

Police practices which encour-
age racial profiling must be rooted
out. The cost of the pain and humili-
ation, and the threat to the safety of
law-abiding citizens it causes is more
than people of color should have to

America's denial of its sickness
and sins is leading to fatal conse-
quences like the heinous slaughter
in Littleton.

America is in denial about the
proclivity for violence ingrained in
the culture of this nation and the
corrosive effects of violence on
civil society. The United States is
awash in guns - little guns, medium
sized guns, big guns, automatic,
semi-automatic guns. In the name
of the constitutionally guaranteed
“right to bear arms,” ordinary citi-
zens, including young people, are
storing arsenals and walking and
riding through the streets of
America packing potent “pieces,”
guns, some of which are only suited
for warfare. America has the high-
est per capita rate of deaths from
guns of any of the industrial de-
mocracies in the world.

and her aides are a sign that some
progressive movement is occurring.
The Attorney General is right to
urge police departments to collect
racial data on traffic stops. Some
departments, such as the San Diego
police force, have begun to do this.
Also, Rep. John Conyers, D-
Mich., is right to re-introduce in
the Congress legislation requiring
the Justice Department itself to
collect data on traffic stops by lo-
cal police. The Attorney General
should support it, as she did last
year. The effort to reduce the ten-
sion and distrust—yes, justified

Violence fills the “flicks™ we
view for entertainment. Cartoons are
funny, but many of them are violent,
very violent. And, all one need do
today to work off a little frustration
is play your favorite video game
where you can rack-up a ton of kills
to salve your emotions. America is
in denial about its violent nature.

America is in denial about the
existence and danger of violence
prone, hate groups, militias and
neo-fascist organizations in this
country. When the federal building
in Oklahoma City was decimated
by a devastating bomb blast leav-
ing massive human carnage in its
wake, the word went out to scour
the land for some “middle eastern
looking™ terrorists. The terror brew-
ing from within was not self evi-
dent to a nation which is also in
denial about racism, sexism, anti-
Semitism and homophobia.

Officer Joyce A. Carnegie was
gunned down by a criminal she was
trying to apprehend.

Her death brought an outpour-
ing of grief and tribute not only
from other police officers, but from
many people in the predominantly
black neighborhood she patrolled.
They respected her—because she
showed that she respected them.
She showed that she was there to
protect and serve.

I'hat is the responsibility of the
police. If law-abiding civilians are
to have respect for the law, that
must be the code of conduct all
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Americans, 7 percent, and whites,
59 percent.

But 53 percent of those whose
cars were searched were black and
24 percent were Hispanic. Only 4|
percent of those whose cars were
searched were white.

chiefs, representatives of civil
rights and civil liberties groups,
and Attorney General Janet Reno

That was made apparent—
again—in tragic fashion earlier this
month when Orange, N.J. Police

clear and present danger to the civil
liberties of all, not just a particular
group, of American citizens.

The study also found that 62 per-
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An article this week in Crain’s
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the Commission has stubbomly re-
fused to look at any of the numerous,
available and more suitable sites of this
size, in spite of repeated urgings from
citizens and community groups. The

As for the Bybee Lake, this is only
the beginning of a long, protracted
battle. This is a battle to save the envi-
ronment and to preserve it for the wild-
life and for future generations of urban

model cars in the city or suburbs.
“No matter what level of suc-
cess you've achieved,” one of those
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quests, including aresolution fromthe  Portland from reaping profits at the  a mental health facility at the Bybee

County’s own citizen Involvement
Committee (sic). Further, the Com-
mission failed to reach out to include

public involvement for the parole of-

expense of the environment and the
livability of our communities. The
County has foolishly chosen a long,

avail. To add insult to injury, and as a

Lake site, again without meaningful
public involvement. Fortunately, our
constitution provides asystem ofchecks

numerous non-English speaking citi-  bumpy road to site this jail complex at and balances that gives citizens re-
zens in St. Johns. Bybee Lake. There are many other course to the courts (fair and impartial)
The public can only conclude that  sites where you would have broken  and the ballot box. The Commission
the County’s “public involvementpro-  ground by now. Unfortunately, when  leaves us no alternatives. That is the
cess” is a sham — a shameful rubber  the Bybee Lake Jail site is ultimately civics lesson we've leamed from the
stamp to get “public approval” forthe  defeated, as it most certainly will be, ~ Commission. So, please don’t bother
County’sdone deals. The litany of the the County will be leftholding the bag,  toask good, honest, and conscientious
Commission’s abuse of the public  and then what? You'llhave only your- citizens toparticipate any more in these
involvement process extends beyond  selves to blame. Citizens have bent sham hearings and committees. We'll
this jail. For example, the Commis- overbackwardstoadviseandassistthe  seeyouincourtand we hope to see you
 sion made a mockery of meaningful ~ County, all in good faith, but to no out of office, hopefully very soon.
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