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Columbine Students 
Prepare to Return to School
H i A.sdrea Orr

L IT TL E T O N , C olo. (R euters) - 
C olum bine H igh School students 
prepared Sunday  to  resum e classes 
for the first tim e since last m on th ’s 
shocking m assacre as police said their 
investigation  o f  the shootings w ould 
likely lead  to  arrests.

Investigators w ere still not sure if  
Eric H arris, 18, and D ylan K lebold,
17, acted  alone in p lanning  the A pril 
20 ram page in w hich they  m urdered 
12 fellow  students and a teacher be­
fore killing them selves. B u taspokes- 
m an for the Jefferson  C oun try  S her­
if f  said  Sunday that som e o f  the hun­
dreds o f  leads they w ere follow ing 
have been “panning  ou t qu ite  w ell.”

H e said  it w as “a very  good bet" 
that at least one arrest w ould  be m ade 
w ith in  the next tw o w eeks.

“ W e’re very  close to  it,"  he said, 
bu t declined  to elaborate . N ew spa­
per reports have said  the person  ex ­
pected  to be arrested  w as a  m an w ho 
alleged ly  prov ided  a T E C -9  sem i­
autom atic that w as one o f  four w eap­
ons used  by  the teen-age gunm en

So far H arris’s parents have re­
fused to let police question them , ask­
ing for im m unity from  prosecution. 
K lebold’s parents w ere questioned 
by police for tw o hours on Friday and 
w ere described as very cooperative.

M e a n w h ile , m o u rn e rs  m ille d  
around their old cam pus, w hich has 
becom e the site o f  an elaborate m e­
m orial, w hile students rallied together

National Resource Center 
Helps Schools, Communities 
in Violence Prevention

PO R T L A N D , O R E ., A pril 28 / 
PR N ew sw ire —  The N ational R e­
source C enter for Safe Schools offers 
a range o fhe lp  and services to schools 
and com m unities in the prevention o f  
school violence. In the afterm ath o f  
the recent tragedy at C olum bine High 
School in Littleton, C olorado, school 
safety has becom e a heightened and 
critical issue across the country.

T he resource cen te r m aintains a 
W eb site (w w w .nw rel.o rg /safe), g iv­
ing a com prehensive overview  o f  
cen te r p rogram s and  p rov id ing  a 
w ealth  o f  resources on  school safety, 
includ ing  free publications, a ca len ­
dar o f  train ing and technical assis­
tance events, a lending library w ith  a 
searchable  database, research, p rom ­
ising  and  effective practices, facts 
and  figures, and  useful links.

T ra ined  s ta ff  are availab le  to  an­
sw er telephone queries on topics such 
as preven tive  education , safe school

at a tearful R em em brance C erem ony 
on Sunday and tried to return some 
degree o f  norm alcy to their lives.

O ne close friend o f  each o f  the 12 
slain students and teacher W illiam  
Sanders took the podium  in the sce­
nic R ocky M ountain  theater and  re­
called  m om ents they said  they  had 
once taken for granted.

T he audience w as occasionally  
b rought to laughter hearing  stories o f  
one b o y ’s g ift o f  a g low -in-the-dark  
lizard, a g ir l’s in term inable  boy talk 
and a  teach e r’s po lyester pants. But 
students a lso  said  they  rem ained  
haunted  by  the tragedy and had  trep i­
dation  about re tu rn ing  to  school.

For the first tim e since the A pril 20 
m assacre, C olum bine students will 
M onday resum e classes at nearby 
C hatfield  H igh School, w hich will 
hold m orning and afternoon sessions 
to accom m odate both  sets o f  students.

“ I know  that things w on’t happen, 
but I ju s t do n ’t feel safe anym ore.” said 
Brain A nderson, a C olum bine student 
w ho narrowly escaped injury. “ Every 
so often, I still see Eric shooting a gun, 
and turning and shooting at m e.'

“T om orrow  students w ill be going 
back to school,” said Jon D eStefano, 
the president o f  the Jefferson C ounty 
B oard o f  E ducation at the rem em ­
brance cerem ony at the Red Rocks 
A m phitheater. “It’s tim e to get back 
on the horse. T his w ill take courage 
but I p rom ise you that you  w ill be safe 
and w e w ill be  there w ith  you .”

plans, needs assessm ent, and  school/ 
com m unity  partnerships.

T he cen te r has a to ll-free te le­
phone num ber (800-547-6339 , ext. 
131) that is a  central access po in t for 
requesting  train ing and o ther techni­
cal assistance, o r for ob tain ing  m ore 
inform ation  about safe schools and 
v io lence prevention .

The N ational R esource C enter for 
Safe S chools can assist schoo ls and 
com m unities with:

• Recognizing early warning signs o f  
potential violence such as social w ith­
drawal . problems wi th anger. and direct 
or indirect threats to self and others

•C reating  com prehensive p lans to 
m ake a  safe  school environm ent

•U nderstand ing  the p rocess o f  
assessing  ind iv idual school needs

•D e te rm in in g  w hat ex p e rt re ­
sources are available

•C reating  a rational and  reasoned 
crisis-response  p lan , including han-
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Locks
Action to Keep Guns Away from Children

H e said that every  precaution had 
been taken to m ake C hatfield  H igh as 
safe as possible, and that a task force 
w ould be put in p lace to  im prove 
security at all the schools in the county

In preparation for the new  students, 
C hatfield  assigned several sheriffs 
deputies to the cam pus, changed all the 
locks on the building and blocked ad­
m ission to anyone but students and 
staff w ith proper identification.

School officials said they did not 
know  how  well classes w ould be at­
tended. “1 think the expectation is that 
a  lot o f  kids are going to w elcom e 
going back to som e degree o f  nor­
malcy,” said a  spokesman for the school 
board. "There m ay be som e students 
w ho decide to stay out and I can ’t 
believe they w ould be penalized.”

A m ong the thousands o f  m ourners 
w ho continued to stream  to the C ol­
um bine cam pus and bring flowers and 
hand-w ritten m essages to the m em o­
rial w ere m any parents w ho said they 
hoped the tragedy w ould m ake an 
im pression on their children.

“ I b rought m y kids here to pay  our 
respects and to  show  them  w hat trag ­
edy brings. K ids d o n ’t seem  to take 
the tim e to understand ,” said  B ud 
F ears. “ I f  th is  d o e sn ’t w ake  up 
A m erica, I d o n ’t know  w hat w ill.”

“ 1 think (m y children) have been a 
little m ore concerned about going to 
school and that’s sad. I don’t think kids 
should feel insecure going to school.”

dling  the m edia, partnering  w ith  law  
enforcem ent agencies, effective cri­
sis-com m unication  plans, and  iden­
tifying an appropriate crisis-response 
team . The crisis response p lan  is part 
o f  a  com prehensive safe-school plan.

In addition  to  its to ll-free num ber, 
the center can be  contac ted  by  e-m ail 
at safeschools@ nw rel.org  o r by m ail 
at the follow ing address: N ational 
R esource C en ter for Safe Schools, 
N W R E L . 101 SW  M ain, Suite 500, 
Portland O R  97204.

The N ational R esource C en ter for 
Safe Schools is operated by the N orth­
w est R egional Educational L abora­
to ry  (N W R EL ) in Portland, O regon, 
through funding by the U. S. O ffice 
o f  Juvenile Justice and D elinquency 
P revention  and the U nited  States 
D epartm ent o f  Education. N W R E L  
is a nonprofit o rganization  and the 
cen te r’s services are prov ided  w ith­
ou t cost to  schools and com m unities.

U.S. Rep. Ju lia  C arson, D -Ind., 
today jo ined  P resident C lin ton  in his 
call for child  safety  locks on guns 
and stronger action to keep guns away 
from children.

"K ids and guns are a deadly com bi­
nation,” Carson said. “It should not be 
easier for a  child to operate a handgun 
than it is to open a  bottle o f  asprin. 
From Jonesboro to Springfield, from 
Paducah to Littleton, and all across 
America, the tragic consequences o f  
mixing children and guns for those 
devices. The bill has 39 cosponsors.

Rep. C arson in troduced  the bill 
Feb. 3 in response the rising  tide o f  
gun violence am ong  children  in  In­
dianapolis and  nationw ide.

Handgun m anufactures have failed 
to honor their p rom ise m ade m ore 
than a year ago at the W hite H ouse to 
voluntarily supply safety devices w ith 
their products. A ccording to a study 
by the V iolence Policy C enter, only 4 
out o f  20 handgun m anufactures are 
supplying any kind o f  safety device. 
W orse, som e devices provided are so 
shoddy that they d o n ’t work.
This legislation will:

• R equire that a ll new  handguns 
com e w ith a  safety  lock  o r d ischarge 
prevention device;

• Require that m inim un safety stan­
dards be developed  for those devices 
to ensure the safety locks w ork, using 
the sam e standard-setting procedures 
used to develop safe ty  standards for 
toys, b icycle helm ets and  ch ild -re­
sistant asprin  bo ttles;

Tougher Laws Needed to 
Combat Hate Crimes

K A N S A S  C IT Y . M o. (A P) _  
S tronger law s are needed to  p ros­
ecute hate crim es, the head o f  the 
N A A C P em phasized  at a regional 
conference in K ansas City.

K w eisi M fume discussed the m ur­
ders o f  Jam es B yrd Jr., a b lack  m an 
w ho w as chained to  a p ickup truck 
and dragged  for th ree m iles in  Jas­
per, Texas, and M atthew  Shepard, a 
gay college student w ho w as beaten 
and  left tied to a fence in  near-freez­

KTWB Television Stops Broadcasting Howard Stern Show
SEATTLE (AP) _  KTW B Televi­

sion has decided to pull "The Howard 
Stem  Radio Show” o ff the air.

The move is in response to com ­
ments the shock-jock broadcast person­
ality made about the shootings at Col­
umbine High School in Littleton, Colo.

“Personally, I was shocked and of­
fended by his remarks. O ur sensitivities 
lie w ith our viewers and the families and 
friends o f  the victim s,” said W ade

• A uthorize recall, repair, and/or 
rep lacem en t o f  su b s tan d ard  d is ­
charge protection  devices;

• R equire that handguns be ac­
com panied by a w arning that m eets 
well estab lished  criteria  for consum ­
ers w arning labels, alerting  buyers to 
the hazards that handguns pose to 
children  and urging ow ners to  store 
their w eapons locked and unloaded;

• Preserve any stronger state law 
on safety locks and child  access, as 
w ell as pending actions brought by 
victim s o f  defective handgun or inef­
fective safety locks; and

• E nsure  industry  com pliance 
through strong enforcem ent provi­
sions, including public and private 
civil rem edies and criminal penalities.

The Child Handgun Injury Preven­
tion Act is the strongest handgun child 
safety lock bill ever offered in Con­
gress, Rep. Carson said. It also relies 
on established product safety standard­
setting procedures used by the Con­
sum er Product Safety Commission.

The Congresswom an reiterated the 
President ’ s assertion in his 1999 State 
o f  the U nion Address that Congress 
should pass legislation to require trig­
ger locks, and “do everything pos­
sible to keep our children safe.”

T he president announced his gun 
contro l proposals at a W hite H ouse 
cerem ony to launch his new  om nibus 
crim e package.

In addition  to m andatory  child- 
safety locks on all guns sold, C linton

N A A C P

ing tem peratures in Laram ie. W yo. 
He also talked about the h igh school 
shootings in L ittleton, C olo.

All were instances ofhate crimes, he 
said, and should be prosecuted as such. 
“And yet we recognize that the existing 
hate-crimes statutes were not enough, 
he said at a news conference Friday.

Mfume, 50, president o f  the National 
Association for the Advancement o f 
Colored People, also noted recent ex­
amples o f  police brutality in Pittsburgh;

Brewer. KTW B vice president and gen­
eral manager.

The show had been broadcast late on 
Saturday night. S tem ’s daily, syndi­
cated morning radio show is not broad­
cast in the Seattle market.

S tem 's agent, Don Buchwald, did 
not immediately return a telephone 
message Friday night.

T he C olorado L egislature con­
demned the statements by Stem, who

is proposing:
• Extension o f  an existing ban on 

juvenile possession o f  handguns to in­
clude semiautomatic assault rifles; also a 
banonunportantotallanimuniuon maga­
zines that hold more than 10 rounds, an 
extension o f current law banning imports 
o f  those made since 1994.

• B ackground checks on  buyers 
for all gun-show  sales.

• A lifetim e ban on gun ow nersh ip  
for people w ho com m it violent crim es 
as juveniles.

• A three-day waiting period for all 
handgun purchases, with additional two 
days if  law officers need them  to com ­
plete their investigation. Until last 
year, the brady Act provided five days 
for police to  conduct background  
checks on buyers if  they need that 
much time. N ow, it limits them  to three 
days, but m ost checks are instanta­
neous Never before has there been a 
minimum, mandatory waiting period.

• M andatory prison sen tences o f  
three to 10 years and $10 ,000  fines 
for adults, including paren ts, w ho 
know ingly or recklessly  a llow  ch il­
dren unlaw ful access to guns that are 
used to cause death  or injury.

• E xpansion o f  a federal p rogram  
that traces firearm s used by ju v en iles  
in crim es, w hich has helped identify  
several illegal gun m arkets.

The president also p roposed  re­
quiring a background  check  fo r p u r­
chases o f  explosives, as w ell as guns, 
in their attack.
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Riverside, C alif; and New York City.
“Those things all point to w hat we 

consider to be a grow ing, glaring na­
tional trend tow ard excessive use o f  
force by police officers," M fum e said.

H e said officers w ho use exces­
sive force d ishonor those w ho w ork 
w ell w ith com m unities. M fum e said 
pol ice brutal ity is “an A m erican prob­
lem " and that departm ents and m u­
nicipalities should face repercussions 
from  the federal governm ent.

said some o f  the girls fleeing the April 
20 shooting were “really good-look­
ing” and wondered on the air whether 
the gunmen tried “to have sex with any 
o f  the good-looking girls.”

KTW B is an affiliate o f  the Warner 
Brothers network, which is known for 
its shows targeted at teen-agers such as 
“Felicity,” “D aw son’s C reek” and 
“Buffy, the Vampire Slayer.”

$100,000
POWERBALL

Here are just a few of the 

146 Oregon Powerball 

$100,000 winners who 

know just how fun it is 

to win playing Oregon 

Lottery Powerball!
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WINNERS! Play Oregon's Powerball 

because something good 

just might happen!

Dan Curtiss & John Jersin won

http://www.nwrel.org/safe
mailto:safeschools@nwrel.org

