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By Huch B. PrICE
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL URBANLEAGUE
The formal indictment for second-
degree murder of the four New York
City police officers that shot Amadou
Diallo, an unarmed West A frican im-
migrant, to death in a fusillade of 41
shots means that particular drama has
moved into a new phase.

officers one moming last summer as
he was on his way to work.

The officers ordered him to put
the cup of coffee he was carrying on
a car hood, put his hands up, and
spread his legs. One officer frisked
him-and then, as Lora turned to gather

his things and go, the other officer
began frisking him a second time.

“I told him 1 was already
searched,” Lora told the New York
Daily News,” and he said, ‘You'rea
tough guy’ and took my belt off so
my pants were slipping down.

“I know it's a drug area, but I live
here,” Lora continued. ‘Il work. I'ma

told the New York Times that he
takes it for granted he will be
stopped by police out on the
streets around his home after dark.
“They see a black boy walking
down the street and of course
they're going to stop you.”

male, academically rigorous Catholic
high school in Harlem arranged for
police to conduct a daylong seminar
for the students on how to behave when
stopped by police. They did so be-
cause so many of their students-even
while wearing the school’s distinctive
sweater-are routinely stoppedand have

streets or interstate highways-and
the lack of black and Hispanic of-
ficers on these policy it produces
among people of color and whites
of conscience.

What is also clear is that there 1s a
growing multi-racial ethnic coalition

Record Drug Deaths

By FLoyD FERRIS LANDRATH

I am sorry to report that both
Multmomah County Health Dept. and
the Oregon Health Division are para-
lyzed by fear of controversy over last
year's record 235 drug related deaths
in Oregon controversy over last year’s
record 235 drug related deaths in Or-
egon (117 in Multnomah County).
What makes these healthofficials freeze
like deer in a beam of headlights is a
classic ‘Catch-22." Onone level it's a
legal and philosophical conflict be-
tween cops and doctors, jailers and
healers. Atanother level it’s ignorance

exactly what is taking place.

It does not look good for the future,
especially with a glut of heroin on the
streets and even playgrounds these
days, “drug counselors wam that the
toll likely will stay high because the
addictive drug is cheap, potent and
widely available,” according toa Feb.
10 report from the Associated Press.

Reports from the Oregon Medical
Examiner’s Office offer grim credence
to that dire waming. For every year
since 1988, with the notable exception
1991, drug related deaths in Oregon
have seen a steady increase. It went

from 67 in 1988 to 235 in 1998, a
nearly 200 percent increase. Heroin
related deaths went from 37 in 1988 to
179 in 1998, a nearly 500 percent
increase. In 1991, forreasons unknown,
only 39 people died statewide.

Dr. Ernest Drunker ( 1), a professor
of epidemiology at Montefiore Medi-
cal Center/Albert Einstein College of
Medicine reports on drug-related re-
searchin the January-February issue of
the Journal Public Health Reports, the
official journal ofthe U.S. PublicHealth
Service.

Even though the federal govem-

believe that people of color should
not have to surrender their civil liber-
ties so the larger society can continue
to enjoy a reduction in crime.

In fact, this determination makes
them, not anti-but pro-police as well
as“‘pro-community,” because we have
voluminous evidence that the most
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Email: Pdxot @sol But that fact did not prevent him  Bedford-Stuyvesant neighbor- lated evidence is that the use of Daily News recently, “It becomes a
’ from being stopped by two police hood, 17-year-old Jason Perry racial profiling whether on city whole new ball game when people from

all different parts of New York start
participating in this kind of action.”

She and many others understand
that this is a “ball game” both at
the police and law-abiding citi-
zens can-and must —play together
in order to win.

ment reports drug use has been mn
decline since 1979, Drucker reports
that between 1978 and 1994: drug-
related emergency room visits have
gone up 60 percent (from 323,000
annually to 518,500) and overdose
deaths increased by 400 percent (2500
to 10,000). Druckeralso draws adirect
correlation between increased heroin-
related fatalities to a dramatic rise in
purity (from 6.7 percent in 1981 to
41.5 percent in 1996) and notes as
contributing factors both a sharp de-
cline in price and abundant supply.
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