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Spurred by Growing Popularity
of Horror Films, Novels

Afraid of the number 13? Of cats
or bats? Does being along—riding
in elevators—or picking up ordi-

spondents—including several writ-
ers skilled in making people afraid
of the dark—the syndicated cable
TV show, Dateline: USA, found that
approximately 30 percent were
frightened most by what they de-

scribed simply as “the unknown™
unseen things that go bump in the
night, or the discovery that “some-
thing” that seemed normal, some-
how, isn’t.

uncovered another 20 percent who
cited accidental death or injury by
fire, drowning or falling from high
places—such as the tops of stairs or
trees-as their primary fear. Loss of
lack of control or fear of just going

crazy, was listed by another 20 per-
cent.

World Fantasy Award winner Tim
Powers (“Earthquake Weather” and
“LastCall™), who listed the unknown

He said that nearly any Stephen
King novel can turn the prosaic into
a nightmare, and that a horror clas-
sic like “Fear” by L. Ron Hubbard
can “scare the daylights out of you
with a hat, or a stairway.”

Mystery Scene magazine editor
Ed Gorman said his own, occasional
fear of being alone in a house at
night isn’t helped much by reading
novels like King's “Misery,” “Fear”

Charles Washington Larry Jackson, Sr. Y
Publisher Editor nary pins and needles—make you a The Dateline: USA survey—in-  as one of his personal bugaboos, by Hubbard, or Robert Bloch’s
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Busdesss ‘Afissaiey Copy Editor And what about sounds in the popularity of suspense and horror  fear of the unknown—of “the heard  noted, involved frightening things
; o i i . night—or simply the unknown? films (“Psycho™)andnovels(“Fear,”  but unseen” - can be intensified for  that happen to ordinary people in
Mark Washington Tony Washington In a nationwide poll of 1,500 re-  “Bag of Bones,” Seize the Night") him by reading a “truly scary story.”  ordinary settings.

As for fear of the number 13, the
Dateline: USA poll found that vir-
tually everyone surveyed has expe-
rienced some feeling of unease
about it. But no one could say ex-
actly why.

Cheer Up Conservatives!

By CLiFrORD F. THIES

(Winchester, Va., February 25,
1999) — It is certainly awful that the
person holding the office of Presi-
dent is, in the words of his fellow
Democrates, “reprehensible.” It is
disappointing that he was allowed
to get away with breaking the law
because the U.S. Senate could not
convincingly threaten to remove
him from office to force him to
make a meaningful plea bargain. It
is frustrating that the opinion polls
seem to indicate that, with every
revelation of wrongdoing by the
President, his job approval rating
goes up. Still, these are not
suffcient reasons to be despondent

grams actually worked in alleviat-
ing poverty, an increasingly large
majority would have embraced
them. Instead of alleviating pov-
erty, they trapped people into
unfulfilling lives, and eventually we
took the first steps to end the en-
titlement system.

Second, the majority at this time,
as indicated by the only poll that
counts, is conservative. Bill Clinton
was elected in 1992 with 43 per-
cent of the vote. That election was
a fluke! He was re-elected in 1996
with 49 percent of the vote. An-
other fluke!

In 1998, for the third time in a
row, the Republicans won control
of both houses of the Congress

won.

Our small margin of victory in
1998 was due to the attempt by the
Republicans to hold Bill Clinton
responsible for his lying under oath
and obstruction of justice. It would
have been to our political advantage
if we avoided it. Yet looking the
other way when there is evidence of
criminal wrongdoing is not what it
means to be Republicans. 1 am sorry
our Congressonal leadership did not
rally our side around a positive
agenda such as ending the marnage
penalty tax. It was, therefore, appro
priate that we needed a shake-up n
leadership for failing to achieve sub-
stantive policy successes. But [ am
mighily proud that our Congress

divorce, and abortion are falling. We
have ended the welfare system and
the revolving-door criminal justice
system. We have deregulated the
banking transportation, and commu-
nication industries, and we are in the
process of deregulating electricity.
Advances in science and technology,
in medicine and in business are bless-
ing us with greater longevity, higher
standards of living and more per-
sonal freedom.

We will survive the nexttwo years,
and then pass Bill Clinton like a gall-
stone from our system. For liberals,
Bill Clinton is a Buffon who con-
firms their prejudice against white
men in power and their agenda of
using the government to end what

A special evening

to salute:

Karla is a bright leader who
is honest, articulates, a care- Minority women,
fol IS, aund s honsa s hoe business professionals

opinions and ideas. She cares
about education and is com-
mitted to helping all kids have

g Believe I Can Fly~

and others

Advance Tickets: $35

.duclﬂon All .i.ti‘I w?l: Kcynotc Speakcr: After March 25: $50
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be well served by having Karla Patricia RUSSCH-MCClOlld

on the board tackling the tough “One of the nation’s top five speakers” Tickets by phone:

issues, listening to our con-
cerns, and involving us in the
solutions.

I strongly urge you to con-
sider joining me on March 9
and voting for Karla Wenzel
for Portland School Board,
Zone 1.

Sincerely,

o

- Black Enterprise Magazine

Friday, April 2, 1999

6:30 p.m.

Oregon Convention Center
Master of Ceremonies: Ken Boddie of KOIN-TV News Channel 6
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(503) 244-5794, ext. 22
(503) 285-1165
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Tickets also available at:
Reflections, Vessels, Renaissance Market,
Walker Institute and Delta Sigma Theta.
For Group Sales, call 285-4009

George E. Richardson, Jr. trip for two (up to a $4,000 value) Destinations include: e
on Northwest Airlines Europe * China * Hawaii * The Carribean raffle ticket
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