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A n y o n e  w ho l iv e s  in  u r 
b an  A m e r ic a  to d a y  k n o w s 
th e  s to r ie s .  S to r ie s  o f  b a 
b ie s  b e in g  sh o t in  d r iv e -b y  
s h o o t in g s .  S to r ie s  o f  c h i l 
d re n  d y in g  in  th e  c r o s s f i r e  
o r w h en  a n o th e r  c h i ld  f in d s  
a gun at hom e and p lay s  w ith  
i t .  S to r i e s  o f  t e e n a g e r s  
a f r a id  to  go to  s c h o o l b e 
cau se  o f  th e  d ea th  a ll a round  
them .

S to r ie s  o f  to o  m an y  c ity  
c h ild re n  w h o , w hen ask ed  i f  
th e y  k n o w  a n y o n e  w ho h as  
b e e n  s h o t ,  q u ic k ly  r a is e  
th e i r  h a n d s . S to r ie s  o f  p o 
l ic e  o f f ic e r s  w ho  a re  o u t 
g unned  by  c r im in a ls  w ho are 
s o m e tim e s  o u t f i t te d  in  b u l 
l e t - p r o o f  v e s ts  th e m s e lv e s . 
S t o r i e s  o f  d o c t o r s  a n d  
n u rs e s  w ho  w o rk  in  e m e r 
g en c y  ro o m s  a ro u n d  th e  n a 
t io n  and  w ho see  c a se  a f te r  
c a s e  o t g u n sn o t w o u n d s  e v 
e ry  w e e k -e n d . A n y o n e  w ho 
l iv e s  in  u rb a n  A m eric an  t o 
d ay  k n o w s th e  s to r ie s .

A nd, sad ly , A m ericans l iv 
ing  in th e  su b u rb s  and  in  r u 
ra l  a re a s  a re  b e g in n in g  to  
k n o w  th o s e  s to r ie s  as w e ll.  
S to r ie s  o f  c h i ld re n  k i l l in g  
o th e r  c h i ld re n  in s c h o o ls  in 
A rk a n s a s  and  M is s is s ip p i  
an d  o th e r  p la c e s  a ro u n d  th e  
n a t io n .  S to r ie s  o f  a c c id e n 
ta l  s h o o tin g s  in h o m es o r in 
fro n t y a rd s . S ad , sad  s to r ie s  
fro m  w h ic h  som e fa m il ie s  
n e v e r  can  re c o v e r .

B ut s t i l l ,  in  s p ite  o f  th o u 
s a n d s  o f  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  
a c ro s s  th is  n a t io n , i t  is s t i l l  
le g a l to  se ll h a n d g u n s  and
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Handguns And Justice
a s s a u lt  w e a p o n s  in  m an y  
p la c e s . It is  s t i l l  le g a l to 
s e ll  h a n d g u n s  w ith o u t  t r i g 
ger lo c k s . A nd so th o u sa n d s  
o f  c h i ld re n  and  te e n a g e rs  
d ie  e v e ry  y e a r  in  th is  n a 
t io n , p e rh a p s  th e  o n ly  n a 
tio n  at p e a c e  in  th e  w o rld  
w h e re  h a n d g u n s  a re  so  e a s 
ily  b o u g h t and  s o ld . A nd 
m ay b e  th e  key  p h ra s e  is  “ at 
p e a c e ” b e c a u se  som e w o u ld  
a rg u e  th a t  o u r c i t i e s  a re  n o t 
at p e a c e  and  w ill  n o t be  u n 
t i l  h a n d g u n s  a re  re m o v e d  
from  th em .

F or a d ec ad e  o r m o re  d e v 
a s ta te d  m o th e rs  h a v e  c r ie d  
rea l te a rs  on te le v is io n  new s 
a f t e r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n s ’ 
d e a th s , and  so m e h a v e  ev en  
s ta r te d  s u p p o r t  g ro u p s  and  
g ro u p s  to  f ig h t  fo r  b e t te r  
h an d g u n  c o n tro l law s .

A f te r  Jim  B rad y  w as sh o t 
in  th e  a s s a s s in a tio n  a tte m p t 
on P re s id e n t R eag an , he and 
h is  w ife  b ec am e  o u ts n o k e n  
a d v o c a te s  fo r su ch  l e g i s l a 
tio n  and  the  B rady  b ill  e v e n 
tu a l ly  b ec am e  a r e a l i ty ,  d e 
s p i t e  f e r v e n t  o p p o s i t io n  
fro m  th e  gun in d u s try  and 
gun a d v o c a te s .

S t i l l ,  th o u s a n d s  o f  in n e r  
c i ty  y o u th s  e v e ry  y e a r  a re  
sh o t and new  re sea rc h  show s 
th a t th e  le g i t im a te  gun  m a r
k e t is l in k e d  to  th e  s e c o n d 
ary  “ b la c k ” m a rk e t w h ich  
s e l ls  i l le g a l  g u n s .

F o r y e a rs ,  th e  g u n  in d u s 
t ry  h a d  s a id  th a t  c r im e s  
w ere  c o m m itte d  w ith  g u n s 
w h ic h  h ad  b e e n  s to le n  and  
th a t  le g a l  g u n  s a le s  h ad  
n o th in g  to  do w ith  guns used  
in  c r im e s .

N ow  th e  B u rea u  o f  A lco -

h o l, T o b a c c o  and  F ire a rm s  
h as  fo u n d  th a t h a l f  o f  th e  
g u n s  tra c e d  to  a c r im e  w ere  
b o u g h t le g a l ly  in th e  p as t 
th re e  y e a rs .  In som e p la c e s  
th a t  t im e  p e r io d  is e v e n  
s h o r te r ,  fo r  in s ta n c e ,  th e  
L os A n g e le s  P o lic e  D e p a r t
m en t fo u n d  th a t h a l f  o t the  
guns so ld  le g a l ly  w ere  u sed  
in  a c r im e  w ith in  tw o y e a rs .

N ow  th e  c i t ie s  a re  b e g in 
n in g  to  f ig h t  b ac k . L os A n 
g e le s  is  c o n s id e r in g  r e 
s t r ic t in g  h an d g u n  p u rc h ase s  
to  no m o re  th an  o n e  p e r 
m o n th , u s in g  th e  com m o n  
se n se  id e a  th a t no one w ith  
a le g a l u se  fo r a h an d g u n  
sh o u ld  n eed  m ore  th an  one 
p e r m o n th . N ew  O rle a n s , 
C h icag o , M iam i and B rid g e 
p o rt, CT a re  all f i l l in g  ca ses  
a g a in s t  h a n d g u n  m a n u fa c 
tu r e r s ,  e i th e r  to  fo rc e  them  
to  p u t s a fe ty  t r ig g e r  lo c k s  
on a ll h a n d g u n s  o r to  try  to 
e e t  b a c k  so m e o f  th e  m i l 
lio n s  o f  d o lla rs  ex p e n d ed  in 
la rg e  c i t i e s  fo r th e  c a re  o f  
g u n sh o t v ic tim s .

In B rid g e p o r t  in  1997 one 
e ig h t -y e a r  o ld  a c c id e n ta l ly  
w as sh o t d ead  by h e r  ten  
y e a r -o ld  s is te r  an d  re c e n tly  
a m o th e r  and  h e r e ig h t y ea r-  
o ld  son  w e re  g u n n ed  d o w n , 
a lleg e d ly  by a m an w hom  the 
son  h ad  w itn e s s e d  had  sh o t 
a n d  k i l l e d  th e  m o t h e r ’ s 
f ia n c é  e a r l ie r  and  a g a in s t  
w hom  th e  c h ild  w as se t to 
te s t i fy .

B u t th e  m o st re c e n t  d e 
v e lo p m e n t in c a se s  a g a in s t  
gun m a n u fa c tu re r s  w as the  
c a se  w on  by a B ro o k ly n  
m o th e r  w h o s e  s o n  w a s  
k i l le d  by a s tray  b u lle t  from

a s e m i-a u to m a tic  h an d g u n . 
She and  sev en  o th e r  fa m i

l ie s  f i le d  a ca se  a g a in s t  th e  
m an u fa c tu re r o f  the w eapon , 
a rg u in g  th a t the  gun in d u s 
try  f lo o d s  S o u th e rn  s ta te s  
w h e re  no p e rm its  o r f in g e r 
p r in t  c h e c k s  o r o w n e rsh ip  
re c o rd s  a re  re q u ire d , k n o w 
in g  th a t  som e o f  th e se  g u n s 
w i l l  o v e r f l o w  i n to  th e  
N o rth e rn  c i t ie s .

T h e  la w y e r fo r th a t  c a se  
w as a b le  to  fo rc e  so m e d a ta  
to  be re le a se d , in c lu d in g  the 
fa c t th a t 90 p e rcen t o f  h a n d 
g u n s  u s e d  in  N ew  Y o rk  
c rim es are leg a lly  p u rch ased  
e l s e w h e re ,  m o s tly  in  th e  
S o u th .  T h a t  c a s e  a l s o  
se e m e d  to  lin k  th e  e m e rg 
in g  g l o b a l  w e a p o n s  
e c o n o m y , in w h ich  A m e r i
can  h an d g u n  m a n u fa c tu re r s  
a re  now  se n d in g  o u r g u n s  
o v e rse a s , m ost e s p e c ia lly  to 
A fr ican  n a tio n s  lik e  L ib e ria  
and S ie rra  L eone w here c iv il 
w a rs , using , te e n a g e d  s o l 
d ie rs  h av e  b e e n  r a g in g .

I k n o w  a ll a b o u t th e  S e c 
o nd  A m en d m en t to  th e  U .S . 
C o n s t i tu t io n .  B u t I can  t 
im a g in e  th a t  th e  f ra m e rs  o f  
th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c o u ld  
h a v e  e n v is io n e d  a g un  i n 
d u s t ry  w ith  th e  b lo o d  o f  
te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  c h i l 
d re n  on i ts  h a n d s  w h en  it 
w ro te  th a t  a m e n d m e n t.  I 
c a n ’ t im a g in e  w hy w e s t i l l  
a l l o w  h a n d g u n s ,  w h o s e  
o n ly  p u rp o s e  is to  s h o o t  
a n o th e r  h u m an  b e in g ,  to  be 
s o ld .  1 c a n ’t im a g in e  how  
m an y  m o re  c h i ld r e n  w ill  
h a v e  to  d ie  b e f o r e  w e do  
s o m e th in g .  I j u s t  c a n  t 
im a g in e .

'  v

The Meaning of Reform
B y D r. L enora Fulani

B eing an ac tiv is t in the R e
form Party and an advocate for 
p o litica l re fo rm , I recen tly  
looked up the w ord “ re fo rm ” 
in W eb ste r’s D ic tio n ary . It 
tu rns ou t there are tw o d iffe r
en t w ords w ith  tw o d is tin c t 
definitions and pronunciations. 
The firs t p ro n u n c ia tio n  is re 
form  (ri-fo rm ) and the d e fin i
tion  o f  th is usage o f  reform  -  
accord ing  to W ebster -  is “ to 
m ake better by  rem oving faults 
and defects;” and “ to m ake bet
te r by pu tting  a stop  to  abuses 
or m alpractices or by in troduc
ing b etter p ro ced u re s .”

C erta in ly  w hen you look at 
the state o f  our p o litica l sys
tem, most A m ericans agree that 
there is a serious need to  m ake 
it be tte r by p u ttin g  a stop to 
abuses and m alpractice by poli
tic ians and governm ent o ff i
cia ls . M ost peop le  agree that 
it w ould he lp  co n sid erab ly  to 
in troduce b e tte r  p rocedures.

And the A m erican people 
have in d ica ted  at the vo ting  
boo th  and in  co u n tless  po lls 
som e o f  the p rocedures th e y ’d 
like to  see in troduced  to stop 
the pervasive  abuse o f  pow er. 
T hese include p rocedural re 
form s like term  lim its , cam 
paign finance re fo rm , the ea s 
ing o f  b a llo t access re s tr ic 
tions and open
primaries.Ballot access regu
lations -  the laws that govern 
how a candidate gets on the 
ballot -  are shockingly dis
criminatory against indepen
dents and insurgents.

H ere’s ju s t one exam ple. An 
independen t can d id a te  for the

U.S. Presidency needs over 1.2 
m illion  petition  signatu res to 
get on the b a llo t. A D em ocrat 
o r R ep u b lican  needs about 
40,000. These laws are enacted 
by D em ocratic and Republican 
co n tro lled  sta te  leg is la tu res  
who design them  to p ro tect in 
cum bents -  in o ther w ords -  
them selves -  and to p ro tect 
their parties. I f  we d id n ’t re a l
ize it before now, the im peach
m ent spectacle  on C apitol H ill 
is liv ing  p ro o f that our p o liti
c ia n s ’ f irs t a lleg ian ce  is to 
their party , not to  the A m eri
can people. All o f  which brings 
us to  the  seco n d  e n try  in 
W eb ste r’s d ic tionary : Reform  
(RE-form ) -  m eaning, “ to form 
ag a in .” W hen effo rts  to in tro 
duce be tte r p rocedures to put a 
stop to system atic  abuse and 
m alp ractice  are fru stra ted  by 
those in power, it becom es nec
essary  to -  not sim ply  “ri- 
fo rm ” that system , but to RE- 
form  it.

W h a t e x a c t ly  d o es  th a t 
m ean? T h a t’s a d ifficu lt ques
tion . But the m ore we look at 
the ex ten t o f  po litica l co rru p 
tion  -  the m ore we look at the 
fact that over 50%  o f  A m eri
can  p eop le  d o n ’t vo te -  the 
m ore we look at our young 
p eo p le  ages 18 to 25 and see 
that 80% or m ore o f  them d on’t 
vo te  -  the m ore ev iden t it b e 
com es that w e’re going to have 
to R E-form  A m erican politics. 
W e’re  go ing  to  have to  re 
s tru c tu re  from  the bo ttom -up  
in o rd e r to in s ta ll the k inds o f 
p ro ced u ra l re fo rm s tha t arc 
needed  at the top. B u ild ing  a 
new m ajority  party  has the po 
ten tia l to  do that.

I have been  active in the n a
tio n al R eform  Party  s ince  its 
found ing . Let me give those 
o f you u n fam ilia r w ith its  h is 
tory a little  b it o f  background . 
The Reform Party was founded 
by a m u lti-id eo lo g ica l, m u lti
rac ia l co a litio n  o f  in d ep en 
dents to in troduce a new  voice 
onto  the A m erican  p o litica l 
scene.

W hen R oss P ero t and Pat 
Choate polled 8 ‘/j% o f  the vote 
fo r P resid en t and V ice P re s i
dent, the Reform  Party was le 
gally  e s tab lish ed  as a m inor 
party . F ive percen t o f  the vote 
in a national e lec tio n  is re 
qu ired  to ach ieve m inor s ta 
tus. T his en titled  the party  to 
reco g n itio n  by the  F ed era l 
E lec tion  C om m ission  -  a d u 
b ious d is tin c tio n  to be su re , 
since the REC is i ts e lf  a s tru c 
tu ral m onum ent to the tw o 
party  system  -  th ree  C om m is
s io n ers  are D em o cra ts  and 
th ree are R epublicans.

G uess who alw ays gets  the 
short end o f  the stick  w hen 
the C om m ission  vo tes?  The 
independents.B y the way, at its 
found ing  conven tion  in K an
sas C ity  in 1997 -  one o f  the 
firs t th ings the R eform  Party  
did was pass a resolution spon
sored by Pat C hoate and m y 
se lf  ca llin g  for the ab o litio n  
o f  the FEC.

The firs t th ing  the party  did 
on the day after the convention 
was file  a law suit aga inst the 
FEC in the U .S. D istric t C ourt 
for the N orthern  D istric t o f  
California, 9,h C ircuit challeng
ing its fa ilu re to run national 
e lec tions on a level p lay ing  
field.
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