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By Grauam T.T. MoLiTOR

Infotech

Optimal transmission of
digital signals will grow from
80 gigabits per second in 1997
to beyond 100 gigabits per
second by 2011. (A gigabit -
one billionth of a second - is
to a second what a second is
to 31.7 years.) Scientists are
already working on transmit-
ting data in terabits (one-
trillionth of a second); at this
speed, the contents of the
Library of Congress, esti-
mated at 25 terabits, could
be transmitted in just over
five minutes.

Consumer

Electronics
Electronic notebcoks will
supplant paper tablets by
2027; electronic publishing
may surpass paper-based pub-
lishing by 2005. One Kkey
driver in this trend is real
estate; It’s too expensive to
devote some 20% of office

space to storing paper.
Voice recognition, voice
synthesizing, and voice-acti-
vated computer systems will
usher in a cascade of com-
munication growth. Accom-
panied by palm-sized instan-

Cybervisions For A Greater
Black Community

By Paur. McDoNALD

At6yearsold, my father started
teaching me how to read using
notes and symbols that my grand-
father created in 1888. It was
about creating a town and organi-
zation that would liberate the
Black community that was just
out of slavery. Grandfather was a
progressive, 20* century thinker
for his time that created the ideas
behind Black Wall Street, Rose-
wood (in Florida) and other places.

Both my father and grandfa-
ther were self-proclaimed Futur-
ists. Like them, I began looking
at how to create a parallel world
where there was no Supreme
Courtdecision that we were ‘sepa-
rate but equal.’ I grew up to also
become an Urban Futurist grow-
ing institutions and corporations
through cybervisions that sup-
portan emerging culture for Black
communities. It is a “virtual”,
parallel world with a leveled play-
ing field in which Blacks are judged
by their collective productivity.

In a parallel world, as black
people, we are the new pioneers
designing futures that are sim-
pler and more in line with our
concerns. Great leaders of great
movements have demonstrated
that compelling visions have the
power to draw people toward a

taneous translation pro-
grams, these voice-entry
computers will be a boon to
international tourism.

Medical
Breakthroughs

Diagnostics will advance
rapidly in the next 50 years.
Traditional methods of diag-
nosing symptoms in the labo-
ratory once took many
weeks, often requiring hun-
dreds of labor-intensive and
costly experiments. In the
future, doctors will use
credit-card-sized diagnostic
plates consisting of up to a
million or more microcell
probes — arrays of miniature
test tubes — to detect disposi¥
tion or to verify diseases, de-
formities, and dysfunctions.
Results will be read and ana-
lyzed by computers in just
minutes.

Health, Lifestyles,

and Values
Euthanasia may become
common, as the right to
choose extends from abor-
tion rights (rights over birth)
to death rights. New defini-

tions of “death” will be heat- -
edly debated. Soaring medi-

cal costs will influence views

preferred future.

The Black community will soon
be awakened to the potential us-
age of computer and telecommu-
nication power which will be
coupled with marketing imagery.
Today, the appeal of arcade
games, beepers, cellular phones
and VCRs have met with wide-
spread acceptance in the Black
marketplace.

Urban Futurists create models
and marketing that tailor high-
tech telecommunication applica-
tions for the special needs of the
Black community. Once the flow
of information within the Black
community is managed properly,
the competence of the organiza-
tion increases and the relation
within the community improves.
Knowledge and information are
not the same thing. Information
has no value until it becomes
integrated knowledge and there-
fore useful.

The Black community is stuck
on many problems. In the end, we
as the Black community are de-
feated because we rely upon the
competition and thinking repro-
ductively — that is on the basis of
similar problems encountered in
the past.

Reproductive thinking leads
us to the usual ideas about build-
ing a better community and not

original ones. When confronted
with problems, the Black com-
munity fixate on something in
our past. Because of the sound-
ness of the steps based on past
experiences, we become arro-
gantly certain of correctness of
our conclusions. Interpreting past
problems through the prism of
past experiences will, by defini-
tion, lead the Black Community
thinkers astray.

In contrast, Urban Futurists
think productively, not repro-
ductively. We ask ourselves:

How many different ways
can we look at our better future?

How can we rethink the
way we see it?

How many different ways
can we see our collective better
future?

By creating models of our bet-
ter future, we come up with many
different responses, some of
which are unconventional and
possibly unique. Albert Einstein
was once asked what the differ-
ence was between him and the
average person. He said that if
you asked the average person to
find a needle in a haystack, the
person would stop when he or
she found a needle. Einstein, on
the other hand, would look
through the entire haystack
looking for all possible needles.

Trends

on death: Terminal illness
and dying currently account
for 10% of health-care out-
lays; for Medicare, it’s 27%
of program outlays.

Eugenics will gain accep-
tance as humans take con-
trol over their own evolu-
tion. Animal and plant ge-
netic manipulation opens the
way to human biological en-
gineering. Conception will be
less a matter of chance and
more a result of genetic
screening and manipulation
to maximize desirable traits
and minimize undesirable
ones.

Aging

The trend toward early re-
tirement will be reversed, ris-
ing to an average of 67 years
in 2022 and 70 in 2025, as
Americans live healthier and
longer lives.

More age-centered politi-
cal controversies will arise,
especially over government
spending. Programs for the
elderly could increase, from
one-third of all federal .
spending

half by 20 , pitting economic

needs of Yl?!lis(youg im-
poverished workers) against

WHOOPIES (mu-mud "phtmdhonedellvuyw colllplr'

older persons).

Multiculturalism

Immigration will continue
to increase the overall U.S.
population. Immigration will
steadily increase racial, eth-
nic, and cultural diversity.
By 2100, persons of Euro-
pean descent will comprise
less than 50% of the U.S.
population. Hispanics now
outnumber African-Ameri-
cans in 21 U.S. states and
will become the largest eth-
nic minority by 2020, com-
prising 15.7% of total popu-
lation compared with 13.9%
for blacks.

Business and the

Economy
Electronic Commerce is
taking over more and more
of retail and . wholesale com-
merce. Virfual corporations
use communications tech-
nologies for instantaneous

ordering and fulfillment, -

elinfinating the need for

costly production facilifies;

. warehouses, and storefconts.

¢ than one- ~ ~ Retail stores and whole:: lation of mg

salers may largely disappear
’ld the conyenience and time
-savings of electronic uhop—

In order to solve the problems
of the Black community, we must
develop a community think tank.
We must not settle for one per-
spective and conceptualize our
community problems by aban-
doning our usual approach that
has stemmed from past experi-
ences. The think tank does not
merely solve existing problems.
We identify ways of creating the
community’s “collective better
future.”

The Black community of the
future will revolutionize science
by making our thoughts graphi-
cally visual through new tech-
nologies. We must showcase our
visual mind as we think more in
visual forms. This better future
is characterized by our immense
productivity because from our
massive quantity of work comes
quality.

Our collective creative genius
is to know how to use Futurist
thinking strategies and teach oth-
ers to use them. We must act as
masters of different thinking
styles and strategies rather than
what to think. So, clearly, our
genius strategies can be learned
and applied. Recognizing and ap-
plying our collective common
think strategies helps make us
more creative in our work and
community.

sumer behaviors, starting with
time-pressed dual-wage-earner
households and the elderly.

Personal Finance

Education costs at private
schools are more likely to double
again by 2014, Rising college costs
will force growing numbers of
parents to choose between sav-
ing for their retirements and
paying for their children’s edu-
cation.

Energy Supply and
Demand

Nuclear power will meet most
electric power needs following
breakthroughs in high-tempera-
ture plasma fusion, which will
become commercially viable by
2020 and offer the world a virtu-
ally limitless and cheap source of

energy. Clean and safe fusion.

will become a pan gbbi] _
warmlng. ‘*‘\ {4 rm}’ 15

_""r\.

wlhllb
Su

areas. Global perspectives will
shrink as suborbital space travel
becomes commercially available
to the public by 2021.

Social Security

Birth rates and death rates
are falling in the United States,
creating greater numbers of eld-
erly. Social Security trust funds
will face insolvency between 2029
and 2036. Social Security, left
unchanged, will pile up an over-
whelming $8-trillion deficit by
2070; decades of continuing re-
form will offer incremental re-
lief.

Crime
U.S. crime rates will continue
to decline slowly as the popula-
tion of crime-prone young people

shrinks as a er,; portion of the
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