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No Safe Haven: Children of
Substance Abusing Parents

By Kay ToraN

The death of 3-year-old Tesslyn
O'Cull was described by some legal
experts as the worst murder-torture
case in the history of Oregon. Two
people have been charged with the
crime: one was sentenced to
Oregon’s death row late last year
and the other, her mother, is on trial
now.

For Tesslyn, there was no safe
haven in a place where violence,
drugs and alcohol reigned. Although
this case is an extreme example,
parents in the grip of alcohol or
other drugs have an addiction that
competes with their love for their
children. More than most other cir-
cumstances that cause or contribute
to child maltreatment, substance
abuse strips a parent of the ability to
protect and nurture children.

A landmark report, “No Safe Ha-
ven: Children of Substance Abusing
Parents,” from Columbia
University's Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse describes these
children as endangered.

According to the report, “There
is no safe haven for these abused and
neglected children of drug-and-al-
cohol abusing parents. They are the
most vulnerable and endangered in-

dividuals in America.”

The survey found that when U.S.
children are abused or neglected,
their parents are likely to be drunk
from alcohol, high on drugs such as
cocaine or marijuana, or suffering
hangovers and withdrawal symptoms
that come after a binge. Children
whose parents abuse drugs and alco-
hol are almost three times likelier
to be abused and more than four
times likelier to be neglected, ac-
cording to the report.

For the past 10 years, drug and
alcohol involvement has been the

number-one reason children in Or-
egon have been removed from their
homes and placed in foster care. For
the period 1995 to 1997, 65.6 per-
cent of the children entering foster
care did so as a result of parental
alcohol or other drug abuse.

The State Office for Services to
Children and Families studied more
than 3,700 cases where children had
been removed from their homes
because of abuse. The Study found
that alcohol and drug problems are
pervasive in families of abused and
neglected children and that sub-
stance abuse is a substantial barrier
to these children returning home
One-third of children remain in fos-
ter care because of parental alcohol
or other drug problems.

Such problems have forced a shift
in the way child protection profes-
sionals deliver services. Over-
whelmed by the number and the com-
plexity of cases, child welfare work-
ers struggle to protect children while
juggling investigations, foster care
placements and permanent custody
decisions.

Parental substance abuse prob-
lems permeate every part of the so-
cial services system. Promoting pre-
vention efforts and providing treat-

ment for substance-abusing parents
gives children the chance to reunite
safely with their biological fami-
lies, protects other children, and
minimizes costs in child welfare
agencies and health, education and
social service programs.

The national report calls for more
funding for substance abuse treat-
ment and concludes: “The best hope
of a safe haven for these children is
to prevent alcohol and drug abuse by
their parents.”

lhe Governor’s recommended
budget includes $20 million for
alcohol and drug prevention and
treatment services. As a result
there will be increased capacity
for parents of children in foster
care to participate in treatment
programs.

Our children can’t wait. Every
child has the right to a safe, stable
and drug-free home. Without a con-
certed effort from our communi-
ties, schools, churches and govern-
ment, the tragedy of parental sub-
stance abuse continues and children
pay the exorbitant price.

Kay Toran is the director of the
State Office for Services to Chil-
dren and Families in the Oregon
Department of Human Resources

Row House Project Caught In
Neighborhood Agency Feud

ConTINUED FrOM FRONT
Perhaps not crucial, but cer-
tainly not helping, are changes
within HOF. Gretchen Dursch,
its first executive director, re-
signed last year shortly before
the birth of her first child.
Willer, who has filled the post
since last August, will leave
shortly to take a job with the
Portland Organizing Project. She
will be replaced temporarily by
Joan Miggins while a permanent
replacement is sought.
Longtime Boise activist Diane
Farmer-Linkhart feels HOF has
become too great an influence
in the community, to the point
of being “the tail wagging the
dog.” In presenting the Fargo

project, she says, “The attitude
seemed to be, ‘Wehope you like
this because we’re going to do it
anyway.’”

There have also been changes
in both people and outlook within
the Boise Association. At one
time, according to former mem-
bers, the group felt an obligation
to provide low-cost housing to
counter the rising cost of living in
the area. Current members ques-
tion this approach, and feel the
area now has more than its share
of such facilities. Brown and co-
chair Tod Lundy both say they
would rather the Fargo row houses
be sold to low-income people.

Lundy notes that four mem-
bers of the HOF board, previ-
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Barber - Beauty Salon

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED
Business Award of Excellence _
Best of Portland (Williamette Week) |

Celebrates Black |
History Month

Hair - Nails * Pedicure
-_Facials * Shoe Shine
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( / 503-285-1159
“We Do All Type Hair”
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NAACP ‘99 MEETING SCHEDULE

PLEASE NOTE: ALL REGULAR MEETINGS HELD AT
BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH
5828 N.E. 8TH AVE.

DATE
FEBRUARY 6
MARCH 6
APRIL 3
MAY 1

JUNE §

JULY 3

TIME
1:00 - 3:00P.M.
1:00 - 3:00P.M.
1:00 - 3:00P.M.
1:00 - 3:00P.M.
1:00 - 3:00P.M.

1:00 - 3:00P.M.

ously uninvolved with neighbor-
hood affairs, attended a recent
Boise meeting. ‘I was impressed

by their statements, and they
promised to continue attending
our meetings,” he says.

Philly

y 4
afe

HoNoRrs BLACK
History MONTH

445 NE Killingsworth e
503.288.9367

Rental Washer
Co.

Honors Black

History Month
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1657 SE Tacoma St.
Portland, OR ¢

503.231.7413

Honoring Black History
Month
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WARREN

INSURANCE

W B e vl s
Life/Health

Prope ual
Income Protection
Retirement

Business
Post Office Box 12128, 2207 NE Broadway, Suite 5,
Portland, Oregon 97212

FAX 503-284-7607
PHONE 503-284-6595

Tues - Fri 9 am - 6 pm / Sat. 8am - 6 pm

Dean’s Barber
Shop

Honors Black History Month

A.D. Williams * Horace Simpson * (503) 282-2920
213 N.E. Hancock Portland, OR 97211
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BEAUTY SALON

287-6554
Ruby Reed

Salules Blevek
{76.)/()}':5/ X /A}/z/ﬁ

2322 N.E. M.L. King
Blvd. Ptld.Ore

Ainsworth Food Market

Celebrates
Black History Month

5949 NE 30 Portland, OR

Big City Produce
Celebrates Black History
Month

We must honor the past and learn from our
diverse histories.

SAVE BIG AT BIG CITY
PRODUCE

Quality Fruit & Vegetables at great prices
5128 N. Albina at Sumner
460-3830

Best Greens in Portland

Quick s Photo

One Hour Color Print Processing
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DowNTOWN PORTLAND CANBY
223-5016 263-1898
TIGARD PoweLL
639-5968 774-5209
LAKE OSWEGO PROMENADE
639-5968 659-1786
TANASBOURNE MCcMINNVILLE
690-2897 472-4484
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