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Kay Toran, the state’s child protective
services director since May 1994, an-
nounced Monday she plans to retire at the
end of February

T'oran, who joined state government as a
Portland State University assistant profes-
sor of social work, said she plans to pursue
personal projects. She said she wants to
write books, and she is expected to con-
tinue working with SCF through the bal-
ance of the 1999 legislative session

“Kay’s unselfish and energetic commut-
ment to the welfare of abused and ne-
glected children means Oregon’s kids are
better off than they were five years ago,”
said Gary
Weeks, di-
rector of the

“Kay's unselfish and energetic

message to staff. “We continue with major
changes that better serve the needs of our
children and families.”

loran, 56, was chosen recently to receive
the Urban League of Portland’s Equal Op-
portunity Award for 1999, which will be
presented in March. Donna Shalala, federal
health and human services secretary, last
summer named Toran to a national advisory
panel on kinship care.

Toran was named administrator of the
Old Children’s Services Division in May
1994, and became director of the State Of-
fice for Services to Children and Families
after the division’s name and duties changed
following the
1995 legislative

sessionl

commitment to the welfare of abused
and neglected children means

Oregon De-

partment of

Toran holds a

master’s degree

Kay's Oregon experience and expertise, |
am asking her to work with us through the
end of the legislative session.”

Weeks said a decision about selecting a
successor will be made in the coming weeks.

During hernearly five years as the state’s
top child-protective services administra-
tor, Toran’s achievements included dra-
matically increasing adoption of foster
children into permanent families: devel-
oping community safety nets in local com-
munities to serve children and teens who
are at risk of being abused; improving the
division’s response to reports of child
abuse and neglect; and strengthening fami-
lies so children in state custody can be
returned to their biological parents

“SCF has made tremendous strides over
the last few years,” Toran said Monday ina

Human Re. Oregon’s kids are better off than they ., .ol work
sources. “Be- were five years ago. e from Portland
cause of State University

and a bachelor’s degree from the University
of Portland.

SCF has a 1997-99 budget of nearly $455
million and a statewide staff of about 1,580.

Kay Toran's Personal Comments to the
Portland Observer: "I leave the agency with
mixed feelings. Those of sadness for a staff
that has become much like family to me -
but with pleasure in the accomplishments
which the department has made in creating a
safety net for our most valued resources,
‘our children'. I will always be an advocate for
the protection and nurturing of the children
of Oregon. 1 truly appreciate the support |
have received over the years, that has al-
lowed me to place our children higher on the
conscience agenda of all Oregonians. "

SEE MORE KAy TORAN ON PAGE A8
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|| )99 class of Fellows at the Flemming ke
| Fall e Toaie oo f 2 %
ellows |_eadership Institute, the Center f
Alternaty nnounced. Representative -
Bown group of state legislators T O
m across the country who were chosen for their ‘*’3
| adership, dedication to public life and civil ser- ‘_"_'
| tment to making government‘part iy
| | ofthe hallenges facing our society z
| | shipisdesignedtohelpstateelected
| officials k find common ground with un-
| likely allies 1 to make government work,”
| said Ins rect sley Watkins. “These
I re lead 1 | continue to hav mbica 7
i .I s
lives.” t
Ttis is the fifth class of Flemming Fellows :
Fellows participate in a series of retreats held
throughout the year, at which they attend seminars
encouraging creative and progressive problem-
solving strategies that can be implemented effec-
tively in their districts. Participants focus on how :
to develop a public decision-making process, what "
- J role govemment can effectively play in this pro- ;
.- ~ . - cess and how public leaders can help build and act :
Kay Toran, Director of the state office for Services to Children & Families on public consensus on policy issues

By LEE PERLMAN
he once-strong relationship be
tween the Boise Neighborhood
Association and Housing Our
Families have undergone a drastic deterio-
ration in récent years.

I'his was revealed most dramatically by
the neighborhood’s reaction to the non-
profit agency’s latest project, the Fargo
Street Rowhouses, a 10-unit development
on a vacant 19,000 square foot lot at North
Fargo Street and Kerby Avenue, immedi-
ately south of Boise-Eliot School. The three
and four-bedroom units are designed by
architects Jim and Martha Andrews, would
be built by Thomas D. Walsh, and rented by
HOF to families earning 60 percent of
median income.

Boise has challenged the project. No
land use approvals are involved, but it 1s
receiving $361,000 in federal funds, and
Boise has convinced the federal Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
and the Portland Bureau of Housing and
Community Development, to put a tempo-
rary hold on the money.

Boise's objections are two-fold: that

the neighborhood already has more than its
share of subsidized housing projects; and
that Boise does not trust HOF to manage
the project well, based on its recent track
record elsewhere.

The second would have been unthinkable
two years ago. HOF, run by and for women,
once hosted Boise meetings. Its first
project, the rehabilitation of a fourplex,
was in Boise and named after longtime
Boise leader Vesia Loving. It was hailed as
a savior for turning around the drug-in-
fested Colonial Apartments (now the Maya
Angelou apartments). The two groups have
participated together in several commu-
nity betterment projects, including revital-
ization of North Mississippi Avenue. Boise
leaders participated in the dedication of the
flagship Betty Campbell Building on North
Mississippi Avenue and Shaver Street,
which houses the agency’s offices.

More recently, however, there have been
complaints of drug dealing in both the Betty
Campbell and Maya Angelou. Acting direc-
tor Barbara Willer says it took time to
legally evict a problem tenant from the
Betty Campbell, and there has been trouble

locating the source of the problem at the
Maya Angelou. She readily admits that “com-
munication has broken down™ between her
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agency and the Boise Association. = 9
Boise co-chair Chris Brown 1s not satis- i
fied with this explaination. tg -+
“The lock on the front door was broken e g
for six months,” he says. “People were throw- <
ing drugs down from upstairs windows, it Q
was so blatant.”
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