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The L aura Russo G allery  Is
Pleased To Present:

Robert Colescott 
Paintings and Works on Paper

Suzanne Duryea 
Recent Work 

Robert Colescott
N ationally  recognized  artist, R ob

ert C olescott, is know n for his contro
versial pain tings challeng ing  both 
racial and gender stereo types. His 
expressive, cartoon-like portrayals o f  
A m erican slices o f  life contain  po i
gnant and  though t-p rovok ing  im 

ages. C o lesco tt pa in ts a version o f  
popular cu ltu re  w hile  exhib iting  at 
the W hitney ’s A rt A bout A rt show  
w ith pain tings such as G eorge W ash
ington C arverC rossing  the Delaware. 
In h is 70s, he still w restles w ith  soci
etal cliches and p re jud ices, but it is in 
the last ten  years he has questioned  
con tem porary  issues in a m ore per
sonal w ay. Featured  in this exhibition 
will be acrylic pain tings and w orks on 
paper.

R obert C o lesco tt teaches at the 
U niversity  o f  A rizona and is revered 
nationally  w ith  w ork  in collections 
such as the M useum  o f  M odem  A rt, 
N ew  Y ork; M etropolitan  M useum  o f  
A rt; W hitney M useum  o f  A m erican 
A rt; B ro o k ly n  M u seu m  o f  A rt; 
H irsh h o m  M useum , S m ithson ian  
Institu tion , W ashing ton , D .C.; San 
F rancisco  M useum  o f  M odem  A rt; 
S eattle  A rt M useum ; and  Portland  
Art M useum , O R. H is early  educa
tion found him  in F rance in the 1950s 
studying w ith Fernand Leger. In 1973 
he w as honored  w’ith a re trospective 
at the U n iversity  o f  W ash ing ton , 
H enry A rt G allery . C o lesco tt show s 
regularly in N ew  Y ork w ith the Phyllis 
Kind G allery.

R unning  concurren tly  w ith  Rob- 
ertC o lesco tt’s exhibition is an exhibi
tion  o f  his w ork  at the P ortland  A rt 
M useum  from  January  15 th - M arch 
21,1999.

Suzanne D uryea
Suzanne D uryea is know n forpaint- 

mg luscious and v ib ran t still-lives 
depicting  fruit, vegeta tion , and  o ther 
dom estic objects. T he pain t is ap
plied th ick ly -im pasto  w ith  intense 
co lo r that glow s. T he ob jec ts are ren 
dered w ith a  so lid ity  usually  reserved 
for scu lp ture . T hey  are  m ystica l, 
larger than  life, enhanced  by  their 
lively energy  and ancho red  to  a tim e
less, o ther w orld. T his exhib ition  fea
tures a  new  d irec tion ; dep ic ting  the 
figure bu t in the sam e vibrant m anner.

D uryea spen t m any  years in  Port
land befo re  m oving  to her p resen t 
hom e in F lorida. H er pain tings have 
been exh ib ited  in galleries a long  the 
w est coast in Portland , Seattle , and 
San F rancisco , and are  in m any  p ri
vate and  public co llec tions, includ
ing M icrosoft; the G o verno r H ouse, 
O lym pia; theC larem ont Hotel, Berke
ley; and  the B iltm ore H otel, Los A n
geles.

O pen ing  recep tion  is F irst Thurs- 
dayF ebruary4: First T hursday Hours, 
5-8pm . For m ore inform ation contact 
Faith Em erson 503-226-2754.
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DISNEY CHANNEL 
H O N O R S  BLACK 
H ISTO R Y  MONTH

D isn e y  C h a n n e l, th e  le a d e r  in 
te le v is io n  fo r k id s  and  fa m ilie s , 
h o n o rs  B la c k  H is to ry  M o n th  th is 
F eb ru a ry  w ith  sp e c ia l lin eu p  o f  
o rig in a l m o v ie s  an d  an  an im a ted  
fe a tu re tte  o n  F e b ru a ry  2. A d d i
tio n a lly , th e  n e tw o rk  w ill cab lecast 
D isn e y  C h a n n e l’s c r i t ic a l ly - a c 
c la im ed  o rig in a l sp e c ia l, O ne D ay, 
on  F e b ru a ry  6 , an d  th e  w o rld  te le 
v is io n  p re m ie re  o f  th e  an im a ted  
sp ec ia l K o i & the  K o la  N u ts, n a r
ra ted  by  W hoop i G o ld b erg , on F eb
ru a ry  10.

O n  F e b ru a ry  2, 7P M  E T /P T , 
D isn ey  C h an n e l k ick s  o f f  its B lack  
H isto ry  M on th  ce le b ra tio n  w ith  the 
w o rld  te le v is io n  p re m ie re  o f  the 
a n im a te d  fe a tu re tte  Jo h n  H enry . 
N a rra te d  b y  D en ze l W ash in g to n  
an d  fe a tu rin g  m u s ic  b y  B .B . K in g , 
Jo h n  H en ry  te lls  th e  ta le  o f  an  A f
rican  A m erican  h e ro  w ho  jo u rn e y s  
c ro s s -c o u n try , an d  a lo n g  th e  w ay , 
d is c o v e rs  m en  o f  a ll ra c e s  w h o ’ve 
jo in e d  to g e th e r  to  h e lp  b u ild  a ra i l
ro a d . Im m e d ia te ly  fo l lo w in g , 
D isn ey  C h a n n e l p re se n ts  its  o r ig i
nal N ightjohn , 7:30 PM  ET/PT. T his 
d ep ic ts  th e  m y th ic  s to ry  o f  a  s lav e  
in  th e  p re -C iv il W ar S o u th  w ho  
b e lie v e s  th a t  l i te ra c y  can  b e  a 
w eap o n  a g a in s t th e  m en ta l and  
p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r s  o f  s l a v e r y .  
N ig h tjo h n  c o u ra g e o u s ly  d e fie s  the 
law  w h ich  fo rb id  th e  te a c h in g  o f  
re a d in g  an d  w ritin g  to  s lav e s . T o 
co m p le te  th e  lin eu p , th e  n e tw o rk  
w ill a ir  a n o th e r  D isn e y  C h an n e l 
o rig in a l m o v ie , O n  P ro m ise d  L and  
is th e  s to ry  o f  tw o  fa m ilie s , one  
b lack  an d  o n e  w h ite , and  th e  d ream  
and broken  p ro m ises tha t b ind  them

to g e th e r.
O n F eb ru a ry  6, D isn ey  C h an n e l 

w ill c a b le c a s t th e  o r ig in a l sp ec ia l 
O ne D ay . D irec ted  b y  D eb b ie  
A llen , the specia l film s s ta r  L o re tta  
D ev ine  (W a itin g  To E x h a le ) , Ed 
B eg ley  Jr. an d  Jam es In g ram , and  
fe a tu re s  o r ig in a l m u s ic  b y  a c 
cla im ed  gospel artists K irk  F ranklin  
and  G o d ’s P ro p erty . O n e  D ay  c e l
eb ra te s  M artin  L u th e r  K in g , J r ’s 
v is io n  to  p ro m o te  to le ra n c e  and  
e q u a li ty  fo r ev e ry o n e  reg a rd le ss  
o f  c reed , race  o r  g en d er. A s four 
y o u th s  p re p a re  fo r a te le v is io n  
p rogram , they  a re  gu id ed  on  a m ag i
ca l tou r. O n th e ir  jo u rn e y , they  
d is c o v e r  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  e ra d i
ca tin g  in ju s tic e  fo r ev e ry o n e , and  
th a t th e y  m u s t fo llo w  th e ir  ow n  
d ream s in  life.

A d d itio n a lly , on  F e b ru a ry  10, 
7P M /P T , D isn ey  C h an n e l p re sen ts  
th e  w o rld  te le v is io n  p re m ie re  o f  
the an im ated  special K oi &  the K ola 
N u ts .  N a r r a t e d  b y  W h o o p i  
G o ld b e rg , th is  h u m o ro u s  A fric a n  
fo lk ta le  te lls  th e  s to ry  o f  K o i, a 
v il la g e r  w ho  is faced  w ith  e ith e r  
a c c o m p lis h in g  th ree  im p o ss ib le  
ta sk s , o r e n d in g  up  in th e  co o k in g  
p o t in s tead . A lo n g  h is jo u rn e y , he 
m ak es  th ree  u n lik e ly  fr ien d s  w ho 
sav e  h is life  and  h e lp  h im  find  h is 
r ig h tfu l p la c e  in  th e  w o rld .

D is n e y  C h a n n e l,  c o m b in in g  
o rig in a l se r ie s , m o v ies  an d  sp e 
c ia ls  w ith  tim e le ss  c la s s ic s , is the 
f irs t g en e ra l e n te r ta in m e n t te le v i
sion  n e tw o rk  d es ig n ed  fo r k id s and  
fam ilie s . D isn ey  C h an n e l is a su b 
s id ia ry  o f  T he W alt D isn ey  C o m 
p a n y .

LIBRARY 
STORYTIME FOR 

ADULTS
"Here. There, Everywhere: Storytime 

for adu lts" at M ultnom ah C ounty 
Library’sCentral Library kicks offSun- 
day, Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. w ith a program  o f  
dramatic readings entitled ‘Beginnings: 
First Chapters by C ontem porary A u
thors.”  Selections include "B ag o f  
Bones" by Stephen King; "Dreamland: 
Travels inside the Secret W orld o f  
Roswell and Area 51 ” by Phil Patto; and 
"A t Hom e in the W orld: A  M em o ir 'b y  
Joyce Maynard. Selections will be read 
by P ortland  ac tors Jacq u e  D rew , 
S tephen  C lark  P achosa  and T om  
Lasswell

On Sunday, Feb. 21, the program will 
be “M atters o f  the Heart: Short Stories 
on Loving. Longing and Losing,” read

by A lanN ause, Vana O ’Brien and Earl 
Taylor.

O n Sunday, March 21, the program 
will be "Tw ain Spotting: Favorite Se
lections From the Work ofM  ark Twain."

The storytime series features dra
matic ladings o f  selections from litera
ture (old and new ) on a single them e by 
local actors. S tory tim esareheld in the  
third Sunday o feach  m onth at 2 p.m. in 
the Collins G allery located on the third 
floorofC entral Library, 801 S.W. 10th 
Ave., Portland. Storytimes are free and 
open to the public and are ftmded 
through gifts to the Library Founda
tion, Inc.

Form ore information, call (503) 248- 
5236.

DANZY SENNA In Her Own W ords
Thecontradictioas in m y family were 

always apparent to me: theunlikelym ix 
ofW  ASP and African-American, privi
leged and poor, literary and activist. 
But it was the contradictions in m y own 
lifts that m ost confounded me: theexpe- 
n en ceo f 'lo o k in g  w hite" and identify
ing as black. M y mother, a white poet 
and novelist, and m y father, a  black 
scholar o f  race and history, w ere both 
smitten w ith the black pow er politics o f  
the 1960s and 70s, and believed that a 
strong black identity w as the w ay to 
help m y siblings and m e survive the 
racism o f  the world. But w hile for my 
sister, the black pow er chants seem ed 
tofit in with her skin and hair, for me, my 
Afrocentnc proclam ations w ere met 
with mostly confusion and som etimes 
d tfision  from the w orld outside.

G row ing up in Boston, I becam e 
fK niliarwithabrandofracism  foreign to 
triy sister and fadier: the candid remarks 
o f  white people w ho thought I was 
“oneofthen." Little white girls brought

m e hom e for dinner to 
listen to  derogato ry  
c o m m e n ts  a b o u t 
“niggers" and “spies.”
Liberals w ho sm iled in 
m y sister’s face w his
pered to m e behind her 
back about the prob
lem  w ith  “ th o se  
people." I developed a 
deep suspicion ofm ost 
w h ite s , a n d  o fte n  
yearned for a visible 
trace o f  m y blackness, 
a  signifier that w ould 
tel 1 the world who I was, 
so that I could avoid 
having to see people’s 
true co lors. W hile 
Ralph Ellison had once w ritten o f  the 
experiences o fan  "invisible m an," I felt 
m yselfto  be an “ invisible sister” - a  spy 
in enem y territory, and a ghost am ong 
those w ith w hom  I identified the most. 

1 was m ost com fortable at home.

w here chaos ruled There, my mother 
w ould  have us kids full reign, and 
allow ed children’s forts and doll king
dom s to overrule any sem blance o f 
order. She often sat w ith the door to her 
bedroom  open, so she could keep one

eye on us and the other 
on the page before her. 
The sound o f  her finger
tips tapping against the

keyboard o fh e r manual O lym pia type
w riter was the m usic that let us know 
she w as alw ays close at hand. She was 
also a  political activist, and our house 
becam e both a salon and a refuge for 
the A frican dissidents and Irish exiles

w ho cam e to stay w ith us w hen I was 
very young: a small picture o f  Che 
G uevara sat framed in our hallway 
next to  a yellowing poster advertis
ing a  D ublin production o f  Tom 
S toppard 's “Travesties.” Political 
activists and poets alike sat around 
our kitchen until late into the night 
arguing the benefits and conse
quences o f  racial integration, while 
M otow n m usic spun out from the 
living room  stereo. A t home, it was 
c lear to m e which tribe I befonged to: 
that o f  m y ow n eccentric family.

It w as w hen I left hom e that I had 
to navigate the color-coded world. 
W ithout m y kin surrounding m e, re
minding m e w ho I was, I had to find 
other w ays to feel at home. W riting 
becam e this hom e-black w ords against 
white paper-the space w here I could 
both m ake sense o f  and escape from the 
problem s o fm y  everyday existence. It 
was there, at m y desk, w ith a typewriter 
and the cold N ortheastern landscape

beyond m y window, that m y racial per
spective-this unsolved conundrum -be- 
cam e m y strength rather than m y w eak
ness. Fiction freed m e from own 
strength rather than m y w eakness 
Fiction freed m e from m y blood and 
from my own expenence.al lowing me to 
enter the realm ofthe invisible-the imagi
nation.

I w ioteCA UCA SIA  in part to grapple 
w ith the problem  o f  race-which is es
sentially the proolem o f  the spirit in the 
material world. I w anted to explore the 
constructedness o f  race through the 
eyes o f  a character who, like m yself, is 
“ everything and nothing" at once. 
W hat has becom e clear to  m e through 
m y racial trials and tribulations, is that 
at som e point you do m ake a choice-not 
betw een white and black, but betw een 
silence and speech. D o you let your 
body talk for you, or do you speak for 
yourselP  Through fiction, I have found 
a  w ay speak form yself-and to  em brace 
the contradictions that define m y world.


