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Forty Acres And A  Mule; U.S. 
Department O f Agriculture Still 

Holds The Dream, Part II o f II
Bv Prof. M c K in le y  B urt

L a s t w e e k ’s f o l lo w  up on  
r e c i t a l s  o f  th e  A g r i c u l tu r e  
D e p a r t m e n t ’ s r a c i s t  m i s ­
d e e d s  (b y  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  
m e d ia )  d id  n o t  in  a n y w a y  
s p e a k  to  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  th e  
U .S . F o re s t  S e r v ic e ,  a s u b ­
s id ia r y  a g e n c y .

A s  m a n y  r e a d e r s  a r e  
a w a re ,  I s p e n t  m o re  th a n  a 
d e c a d e  ( 1 9 7 2 - 1 9 8 3 )  c o n ­
t r a c t in g  w ith  th e  F o r e s t  S e r ­
v ic e  fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  
A f f i r m a t i v e  A c t i o n  a n d  
E q u a l E m p lo y m e n t  O p p o r tu ­
n i ty  p r e s e n ta t io n s  a n d  c u r ­
r i c u l a  fo r  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l .  
T h e re  w as  so m e  s u c c e s s  in  
r e m e d y in g  a r a c ia l  a n d  g e n ­
d e r  p r o f i l e  th a t  fo r  a l l  p r a c ­
t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  w a s  e x c l u ­
s iv e ly  w h ite  m a le ,  h e re  in  
th e  N o r th w e s t .  I w as  o n  P S U  
f a c u l ty  a t th e  t im e .

H o w e v e r ,  o u r  r e f e r e n c e  
w a s  to  th e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
c o n d u c t ,  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a g e n ts  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  p a r ­
e n t o p e r a t io n  to  a id  f a rm e rs  
in  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  t e c h n i ­
c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  
l a n d s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
th e  c o u r ts  h a v e  a d m i t te d  to  
a lo n g  - s ta n d in g  p r a c t i c e  o f  
d e n y in g  lo a n s  to  q u a l i f i e d  
b l a c k  f a r m e r s ;  e n s u r i n g  
lo s s e s  w e re  i n e v i t a b le ,  an d  
h u g e .

I c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  th e

p u z z le m e n t  o f  so m e  r e a d e r s  
w h e n  I c i t e d  “ a n o t h e r 'b i g  
l a n d - g r a b ” - “ w h ic h  o n e  o f  
p e r h a p s  d o z e n s ? ” , th e y  m ig h t 
v e ry  w e ll  sa y . I n f a c t ,  s e v e r a l  
c a l le r s  h a v e  t r ie d  to  a n t i c i ­
p a te  m e , e i th e r  c i t in g  o n e  o f  
th e  c o n te m p o r a r y  d is p o s s e s ­
s io n s  - o r  a c l a s s ic  h i s t o r i ­
c a l  in s t a n c e .  S t r a n g e ly ,  no  
o n e  h a s  c i t e d  p l a i n  o ld  
n a iv e ty ,  o r  th e  f a i lu r e  to  e x ­
e r c i s e  d u e  v ig i l a n c e  - in  a 
s y s te m  b a s e d  o n  u n f e t t e r e d  
c o m p e t i t io n ,  a t th a t .

H o w e v e r ,  i t  is  r e w a r d in g  to  
d is c o v e r  th a t  w e do  h a v e  a 
n u m b e r  o f  ‘ t h in k i n g ’ v i l l a g ­
e rs  h e r e  in  th e  n o r th e a s t ,  an d  
th a t  in c lu d e s  b o th  w h ite  an d  
b la c k  r e s id e n t s .  1 h a d  tw o  
v i s i to r s  to  a s k , h a d  I “ n o t ic e d  
th a t  ‘L ig h t R a i l ’ m a y  h a v e  r e ­
p la c e d  th e  n o w  o u td a te d  ‘U r ­
b a n  R e n e w a l /R e m o v a l’ a s  th e  
d e v e l o p e r ’ s i n s t r u m e n t  o f  
c h o i c e ” . I s u re  d id  - “ H e llo ,  
N o r th  P o r t l a n d .”

T h e re  a re  m o re  w a y s  to  a c ­
q u i r e  a p e a s a n t ’ s p r o p e r ty  
th a n  w e re  a v a i la b le  b a c k  w h en  
th e  K in g s  ( a n d  Q u e e n s )  w ere  
f l i r t in g  w ith  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  
" e m in e n t  d o m a in ” ( i t ’ s m in e  
in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  s u c k e r ,  so  
th e r e ! ) .  A n d  th e re  a re  a th o u ­
sa n d  e u p h e m is m s  fo r  th e  o b ­
v io u s  - a n d  p a in f u l .  U rb a n  
G ro w th  vs U rb a n  B o u n d a r ie s ;  
p io n e e r in g  L iv a b i l i ty ,  S u b u r ­
b a n  M a la is e ,  n a m e  i t .

W h a t h a s  c o m e  to  m in d , 
s in c e  c i t in g  th a t  “ la n d  g r a b ” , 
is th a t  w ith  B la c k  H is to r y  
M o n th  so  n e a r  a t  h a n d ,  I 
w o u ld  n o t h a v e  th e  t im e  an d  
r e s o u r c e  w h ic h  m y o r ig in a l  
c o n c e p t  d e s e r v e d  - a n d  r e a d ­
e rs  w o u ld  e x p e c t .  S o , le t  m e 
r e f e r e n c e  it in  th is  m a n n e r .

D id  y o u  se e  th e  m e d ia  c o v ­
e ra g e  o f  p r e s id e n t  C l i n t o n ’ s 
r e c e n t  v a c a t io n  o n  “ H il to n  
H e a d  I s l a n d ” , a f a b u l o u s  
p la y g ro u n d  fo r  th e  w e l l - a p ­
p o i n t e d  a n d  a n o i n t e d ?  In  
so m e  s h o ts  y o u  m a y  h a v e  
s e e n  p o o r  o ld  ‘ d i s a b l e d ’ 
“ B u d d y ” ro m p in g  a r o u n d  th e  
g o l f  c a r t  a n d  w a g g in g  h is  
t a i l .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  I h a d  
p la n n e d  to  r e p r i s e  m y  1990  
a c c o u n t  o f  th e s e  “ S e a  I s ­
la n d s ” o f f  th e  c o a s ts  o f  th e  
C a r o l in a s .

I had  m u ch  new  m a te r ia l on  
a lo t o f  th is  la n d  th a t w as fo r 
m e rly  o w n ed  by b la c k s , and  
w h ich , in  the  1970s, so ld  at 
w e l l  o v e r  $ 1 ,0 0 0  a f r o n t  
‘ in c h ’. B u t, w e w ill do  th a t 
la te r ,  in th e  S p rin g . F o r now  I 
h av e  som e fa sc in a t in g  r e v e la ­
tio n s  c o n c e rn in g  A fr ic a n  and  
A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n  c o n tr ib u  
tio n s  to  th e  w o r ld ’s l i te r a tu re ,  
lan g u ag e  a n d c o m m u n ic a tio n s  
Y ou  d id n ’t h e a r  th is  on  the  
“ G ra p e  V in e .” M y in tro d u c  
to ry  p re fa c e  to  th is  s e r ie s  fo r 
B lack  H is to ry  M o n th  b eg in s  
Ja n u a ry  27 , 1999.

An Evening With Chief Justice Edwin 
Peterson and Vocalist Linda Hornbuckle

At their 16th Annual Ebony and Ivory Scholarship Benefit

Please jo in  us for an evening 
w ith vocalist L in d a  h o rn b u c k le  
at the 16th A nnual Ebony and ivory 
Scholarship B enefit. The O regon 
C hapter o f  the N ational Bar A sso­
c ia tio n  (O C -N B A ) w ill aw ard  
scholarship to ou tstanding law stu ­
dents who excel in their studies 
and plan to practice law in Oregon. 
The ev en t’s feature special guest 
sp eak er w ill be C h ie f  J u s t ic e  
E d w in  P e te rso n  o f  the form er 
C h ief Justice o f  the O regon Su­
prem e court.

The Ebony and Ivory Scholar­
ship B enefit w ill take place on S at-

u rd a y , F e b ru a ry  27, 1999 at the 
P o r tla n d  A rt M useum  in Sunken 
Exhibition Hall, 1219 S.W. Park 
A venue, from 8:00 p.m. to 1:00 
a.m. This sem i-form al event will 
feature live music and the vocal 
talents o f  M s. L in d a  H o rn b u c k le , 
hors d ’oeuvres and no-host bar. 
M u sica l en te rta in m en t for this 
event is co-sponsored by the law 
firm  o f  L an e  P o w e ll S p e a rs  
Lubersky LLP.

The prim ary objectives o f  the 
O regon C hapter o f  the N ational 
Bar A ssociation (OC-N BA) are to 
encourage and prom ote academic

excellence am ong law students o f  
A frican descent, to increase rep ­
resentation o f  A frican-A m ericans 
in the legal p rofession in O regon, 
and to prom ote professional and 
social interactions betw een m em ­
bers o f  the O regon State Bar.

Tables (seating 10) are avail­
able for $500.00, and individual 
tickets are available for $50.00 or 
tw o tickets for $80.00. For m ore 
inform ation or to purchase tick ­
ets, please call M elvin O den-O rr 
at (503) 778-2198 or e-m ail the 
O C-N BA  at O regon.N B A @ jun- 
o .com .

Science Scholarships Available 
for Minority Students

Minority high school seniors plan­
ning to major in chemistry or chemical 
engineering are encouraged to apply for 
scholarships from the Amencan Chemi­
cal Society, the world’s largest scien­
tific society, and funded in partnership 
with PPG industries.

Under the ACS/PPG Scholarship 
Plus Program, scholarships are awarded 
to incoming college freshman enrolling 
in four-year chemistry or chemical en­
gineering undergraduate programs and 
are based on academic engineering un­
dergraduate programs and are based on 
academic achievement financial need 
and geographic location (see below).

Scholarships will be granted for amounts 
of up to $2,500a year and can be renewed.

I he program is designed to encourage 
African-American, Hispanic and Amen­
can Indian students to pursue college 
degrees and careers in the chemical sci­
ences. The goal of the scholarship pro­
gram is to aid in building awareness of the 
value and rewards associated with ca­
reers in science and to assist students in 
acquiring the skills and credentials needed 
for success in these areas.

The deadline for applying for the 
1999-2000 academic year scholarships 
ts February 15,1999. Application forms 
may be found on the Amencan Chemical

Society Web site at hop:./www.acs.org 
pafgen minonty acs2.htm, or call toll 
free 1-800-227-5558, ext 6520, or via 
e-mail to scholars(ri;acs.org.

Complete details o f the Society’s 
Minonty Affairs programs can be found 
athttp:/www.acs.org

Applications must be a high school 
senior from one o f the following loca­
tions: Lake Charles. La

Natnum or New Martinsville, W.Va
Pittsburgh, Pa
Cleveland. Ohio
Shelby and Lexington. N.C.
Oak Creek, Wis.
Houston, Texas

Shelter Campaign Begins For Homeless 
Sexual-Minority Youth

This month a campaign is begin­
ning to recruit shelter parents to 
house sexual minority youth. It is a 
first-tim e co llaboration  betw een 
two local nonprofit social service 
and mental health resource agen­
cies - The Boys and Girls Aid Soci­
ety o f Oregon, and the Network 
Behavioral H ealthcare’s Program 
Roots and Branches. Identified in 
recent reports by M etropolitan Hu­
man Rights Commission, research 
centers, and social service experts 
as the largest segment o f  the home­
less youth population in Oregon, 
sexual-minority youth are also at 
high risk for suicide, drug abuse, 
prostitution, and sexually transm it­
ted diseases.

The goal o f  this campaign is to 
recruit, certify, and train shelter par­
ents to work with this specific popu­
lation. Shelter paren ts assist in 
transitioning youth o ff the streets 
and teaching independent-liv ing 
skills.

The Boys and Girls Aid Society of 
Oregon is a private, nonprofit agency 
that provides short-term shelter care 
for children and youth up to age 18. It 
is the largest private provider o f  shel-

ter care in Oregon. Network Behav­
ioral Healthcare, a nonprofit mental 
health and addiction treatment agency, 
operates Roots and Branches, a coun­
seling program o f comprehensive

treatment and case management ser­
vices for sexual-minority youth.

For more information on the Shel­
ter Care Program, call E lizabeth 
Chambers at 222-9661.
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Katz W ork Group Recommends 
Steps To Achieve A  "More Fareless'' 

Transit System
PORTLA N D — Eliminating tran­

sit fares could significantly increase 
ridership says a w ork group formed 
by M ayor V era Katz. And to put 
Portland on the road to having a 
regional system that’s perceived as 
more com petitive with the car, the 
Fareless Transit System Research 
W ork Group recommended several 
steps to achieve a “m ore fareless 
system .”

“1 com mend the members o f  the 
W ork Group o f  taking a good hard 
look at the realities o f  our current 
system and how we might do bet­
ter,” said Katz. “In m y State o f  the 
City speech last year, I said that we 
are not doing enough to build a trans­
portation system that connects us 
and gets us out o f  our cars. That is 
still true today, even more so with 
failure o f  S/N on the Novem ber bal­
lot. I look forward to continuing the 
public conversation on what other 
options we have to expand and im­
prove our system, and to get more 
people to use it.”

The report showed that a com ­
pletely fareless transit system would 
show ridership gains about 25 per­
cent during peak hours, 60-65 per­
cent during non-peak. Tw o o f  the 
barriers to attracting riders, the re­
port said, are uncertainty and com­
plexity.

“Until we can put fare boxes in 
cars, leaving the playing field among 
the transportation choices that daily 
confront people will require m ak­
ing transit services m ore attractive

and transit fares less unattractive,” 
the group wrote. For now, they be­
lieve the solution is instead to pro­
vide both high-quality transit ser­
vice and motivation to use it. .. a sys­
tem that attracts riders. “

T h ere fo re  the group  rec o m ­
mended steps to increase transit’s 
com petitive advantage and create a 
“more fareless system.” Central to 
two o f  the recommendations is get­
ting transit passes into the hands o f 
more people. Once in hand, a transit 
pass, in essence, make the system 
fareless and increase the tendency 
to ride Specifically, they recom ­
mend.

E xpansion  of P A S S port p ro ­
g ram : Tri-Met and local jurisdic­
tions should expand participation in 
the PASSpoort program by: 1) m odi­
fying the current program so em­
ployees face increased prices only 
when services is added, thus open­
ing avenues for Tri-m et to partner is 
negotiated, targeted packages o f  
service improvements and subsidies 
for pass purchases, and ;2) running a 
one time program in which all em­
ployers would be eligible to receive 
free three-month passes for all em­
ployees.

Fare sim p lification : T ri-M et 
shou ld  elim ina te  the zone fare 
system  and estab lish  one fare for 
rides th roughout the system  to 
reduce com plexity  and confusion 
for all.

Extend Sum m er Y outh Pass 
Program: Tri-met and local juris­

dictions should make transit passes 
more accessible to young people, 
by expanding Tri-M ets discounted 
Summer youth Pass program to year- 
round. A full-year Youth Pass pro­
gram would sharply reduce the cost 
o f  passes for young people during 
the school year (from $29 per month 
to under $15) and would encourage 
school districts and local jurisdic­
tions to work with Tri-m et for bulk 
purchases.

Regional P ark in g  T ax: Financ­
ing investment to make transit more 
competitive, both by expanding ser­
vice quantity and quality and by mak­
ing the fare system more com peti­
tive, is a m ajor challenge for the 
region. W hile the work group rec­
ognized that adopting a regional 
parking tax to pay for transit would 
face both legal and administrative 
challenges, their report found that 
the payoff in livability for the region 
should motivate the city to keep at it 
until it succeeds.

True Costs o f Auto Travel: Re­
search conducted  for the W ork 
Group illustrated the difference be­
tween the perceived costs o f  auto­
mobile usage (for a 10-miIe trip, 
usually 50 cents to $ 1) and the true 
costs ($5-10). Society subsidizes 
auto travel at 17 to 26 cents per 
mile, the W ork Group recommends 
that local and regional governments 
continue to examine the true costs 
o f  the automobile and ways to make 
sure driving pays more o f  its full 
costs.

Just think. Your son 
is b right, healthy 
and  h eaded  fo r 
college one day You 
love the direction your
career has taken, 'fou're doing a lot of the things you planned 
and even a few you didn't Living life to the fullest is easy when 
you have family behind you. American Family Insurance. Call 
and talk to one of our helpful friendly agents. You'll find out 
why were consistently rated A+ ¡Superior) by AM . Best, the 
insurance rating authority Then, go on. Dream Plan. What you 
do next is up to you and we ll be here to help you

u have family behind you,
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