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Feat Of Oregon
~ Presents Autism
Treatment Conference

g

“Families for Early Autism Treat-
ment (FEAT) of Oregon is proud to
present the Innovative and Effec-
tive Interventions for Autism con-
ference, January 28-30, 1999.

To be held at the Portland

Marriott, the conference features
leading autism researchers includ-
ing Dr. Patricia Krantz, executive
director of the Princeton Child De-
velopment Institute; Dr. Tristram
Smith, research director of the
UCLA Multi-Site Replication
study, and Dr. Marie Bristol-
Power, of the National Institute of
Health, who coordinates the newly
formed International Autism Col-
laborative Network on neurobiol-
ogy and genetics.

At this conference, parents and
-education and medical community
will be able to learn more about
practical interventions for autism
from expert researchers and prac-
titioners. These interventions tar-
_get specific problems and skill
deficits experienced by almost all
children with autism.
-Am‘wums. ‘Dining
the Doctors,” will take place

day, .h. 29, 1999 at 7 PM.
~during National Autism

ess Month, this event will

opment School of Oregon. The con-
ference will also raise money for
Level II therapists for the North-
west Young Autism Project in
Vancouver, Wash.

The Child Development School
of Oregon is the first intensive
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
based school for children with au-
tism in Oregon. ABA is the only
treatment that has been scientifi-
cally proven effective, and is the
only autism intervention recog-
nized by the National Institute of
Health. The school’s mission is to
optimize the potential for each
student’s participation in all as-
pects of community life, from di-
agnosis throughout their lifespan.
struction, outreach to home-based
programs and schools, and univer-
sity-affiliated graduate programs
for staff which will include on-site
practicums.

FEAT of Oregon is a nonprofit
organization established by a small
group of parents dedicated to pro-
moting intensive early intervention
and to providing a supportive net-
work for their families.

Albina Branch
Library To Close
For Construction

Multnomah County
Library’s Albina Branch Li-
brary, located at 3605 NE 15"
St. will close for construction
at 5 PM on Sunday, Jan. 10.

The branch library currently
occupies rented space in a
building at 15" and Fremont
streets that has been pur-
chased by Nature’s Northwest,
which is renovating the site
for a new store and shopping
center. Both the opening of
the shopping center and the re-
opening of the Albina Branch
Library are scheduled for late
May.

When the 3,500 square-
foot Albina Branch Library
reopens, library patrons will
find updated shelving that
meets new seismic stan-
dards, upgraded restrooms
that meet codes set by the
Americans With Disabilities
Act, 12 new computer sta-
tions with Internet connec-
tivity, new furniture and
reconfigured information/
circulation desks for better
traffic flow.

While the branch library is
closed, library users will be
urged to use the Hollywood
Branch Library at 393u NE.
Hancock.

Voters approved general ob-
ligation bond funding to fi-
nance Mutnomah County
‘Library’s branch renovation
projectin 1996, responding to
problems caused by long-de-
ferred maintenance, new seis-
mic codes, new Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards and the need for
electronic infrastructure to
support new technology. The
multi-year project, expected
to be completed in 2002, in-
cludes improvements to nine
libraries. Central library,
which opened in April 1997
after an extensive renovation,
and the Midland Regional Li-
brary, which opened in Sep-
tember 1996, are not part of
the project.

Albina Branch Library pa-
trons and others who would

like to receive ongoing infor- -

mational mailings about the
project may register at any
branch of the Multnomah
county Library or by calling
248-5402.

Ongoing information about
the project is also available
via home, office or in-library
computer on the library's web
site (http://www.

Multnomah.lib.or.us/lib/).
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You might spot Elvis and other
“stars” of 1949 at the Children’s
Museum’s big 50® birthday bash, on
Saturday, February 27, 1999. The
free community party, from | | AM-
3 PM, will be held at the future
home of the Museum, the old OMSI
building at Washington Park.

Children can bring their bikes and
trikes to decorate and “‘test drive” on
an indoor raceway. Paint a giant
mural or design a sculpture out of
blocks. Plunge back into the “good
old days” with a visit to out time
capsule where youngsters can play
with toys that delighted their par-
ents and grandparents.

There’ll also be free refresh-
ments, musical entertainment, pup-
peteers and lots of surprises — plus
a chance to see what we're planning
for our new, $9.9 million home when
we move to Washington Park in late
2000/early 2001. The anniversary
celebration is presented by Volvo
Cars of North America, Jim Fisher
Volvo and Herzog-Meier Volvo, as
well as major spsonsor The Orego-
nian, and media sponsors Portland
Parent, KINK fm102 and TCI
Cablevision.

The Children’s Museum was
founded as a “downtown west side
play area” by legendary Portland
Parks Director Dorothea Lensch.
Originally located in the stately
Jacob Kamm House — where Lin-
coln High School now stands - it
offered everything from a pet lend-

Children’s Museum Celebrates 50
Years of Making Learning Fun!

Birthday Bash Set for February 27

A “pet lending library’ was one of the features of the Children’s
Museum when it opened in 1949. The Museum will celebrate its
50" party at a free community party on Saturday, February 27, from

11 AM till 3 PM at the future home of the Children’s

Museum (the

old OMSI building at Washington Park).

ing library to classes in woodwork-
ing and rowing. Called the Jumor
Museum and Adventure House, it
was one of only seven children’s
museums in the country; today, there
are more than 150! Over the years,
the Portland Children’s Museum has
delighted millions of children who
now bring their children and grand-
children here to play, cook up a
make-believe lunch in the Bistro or
experiment with pumps in H2Oh!

Some of the treasures we've col-
lected over the last 50 years will be
the focus of anew exhibit— “Wacky,
Wild and Woolly” opening January
30, at our current facility in SW
Portland’s Lair Hill neighborhood.
Kids can marvel at a real dinosaur
egg, shudder at a shark’s jaw, and
explore a giant birthday cake unlike
any they 've seen before! The exhibit
is sponsored by Key Bank.

To help us celebrate our birthday,
we're inviting everyone to send us
copies (non-returnable) of their best
birthday photos. We'll display them
all at our February 27" birthday bash
and we'll pick our favorites for spe-
cial prizes! Send your photos, with
name, address and phone number to
the attention of Rhonda, at the
Children’s Museum, 3037 SW Sec-
ond Ave., Portland, OR 97201.

The Museum, located just off SW
Barbur Blvd., isopensevendaysaweek
from 9 AM-5 PM. Admission is $4 for
everyone age one and older. For more
information, call 503/823-2227.
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Half of the Pacific Northwest’s Job Openings

The Northwest Policy Center and
Oregon Action just released the North-
westJobGap Study thatconfirms specu-
lation that the majority of job openings
in the Pacific Northwest don’t pay
enough to support a family.

Forty to fifty percent of job open-
ings pay less than what a single adult
must earn to meet basic needs and plan
ahead. About 70 to 80 percent of job
openings don't meet the needs of a
single parent with two children.

“This study shows what working
people have known for awhile, that a
job is not necessarily a living today,”
said Brian Hoop, political director of
Oregon Action. “We need jobs that
support our families and our commu-
nities.”

Don’t Pay A Living Wage

Eachofthe Northweststates showed
strong economic growth in the 1990s,
mostly due to population increases and
development of high tech industries.
Despite the growth, there were indica-
tions that the benefits were not reach-
ing all communities.

The Northwest Job Gap Study, con-
ducted by the Northwest Policy Center
at the University of Washington’s
Graduate School of Public Affairs and
the Northwest Federation of Commu-
nity Organizations, is the first to docu-
ment the job gap for families in Idaho,
Montana, Oregon and Washington.

“The Job Gap project is the first to
thoroughly and systematically docu-
ment the extent to which there is a gap
within the Northwest region,” said Bob

Watrus, policy analyst for the North-
west Policy Center.*TheJob Gap Study
provides a valuable tool for those work-
ing to create and sustain living wage
jobs for the region’s families.”

A living wage allows families to
budget for basic necessities such as
housing, child care and savings while
paying their fair share of local, state
and federal taxes. For a single parent
with two children, living wages range
from $14.42 an hour in Idaho to $16.86
an hour in Washington.

Using 1996 statistics on job open-
ings, wages and employment, research-
ers found that despite strong growth in
the regional economy, the Northwest
is not keeping pace with the need for
living wage jobs.

In Oregon, for example, there are
approximately 253,000 more working
age households than there are jobs pay-
ing a living wage for a single adult. For
each job opening in Idaho that pays at
least the living wage for a single adult
with two children, there are on average
14 job seekers.

“The job gap is real and policy mak-
ers must dedicate themselves to clos-
ing it,” Hoop said. “Living wage jobs
provideunderpinnings forastrong com-
mumity.”

The Northwest Job Gap Study
brought together individual state steer-
ing committees drawn from business,
community groups, labor, state and
local government to help shape the
research and the outreach efforts.

The City of Portland Bureau of
Water Works completed shutting
down the Bull Run conduits at 3:40
AM on Tuesday due to high turbid-
ity in the City's primary reser-
VOIrs.

“Essentially, everything is work-
ing as itshould,” according to Water
Bureau Chief Engineer, Mort
Anoushiravani. “The wellfield ex-
ists to provide a back-up supply of
clean drinking water during peri-
ods ofhigh seasonal demand, emer-
gencies, or situations such as this.
We have plenty of water but the
recent heavy rains following the
freeze have created perfect condi-

tions for high turbidity in the reser-
voirs. We need to let that pass
through the reservoirs before turn-
ing the conduits back on. Our cur-
rent estimate is three to five days.”

“We are fortunate to have the
wells,” noted Anoushiravani. “The
City experienced a similar situation
during the 1996 flooding , relying

Water Supply Status

million gallons a day from the
Clackamas River system to supple-
ment the wells. We expect to have
enough water to meet demand, but
we would also appreciate our cus-
tomers’ attention to using water
wisely through this period.”
The Water Bureau started adding
well water to the system Monday

entirely . ‘ i after-
e well “The City experienced a similar  oon.

water for  situation during the 1996 flooding” The
several Water
days Bureau

while the turbid water moved through
the Bull Run system. During this
event, we will also blend about 4.5

routinely notifies large customers
and users known to be sensitive to

changes in water chemistry (photo

processing labs, dialysis centers,
etc.). Because in-town reservoirs
are full, most customers will not
notice any change in the water for
at leasta day. At that time, custom-
ers may note a difference in tem-
perature (Bull Run is colder) and
hardness. Bull Run is particularly
soft and customers may notice that
soaps aren’t as sudsy with well
water.

The Bureau continues to
monitor all water quality pa-
rameters to assure that water in
the system meets Or surpasses
state and federal drinking water
standards.
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