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' Music Boulevard
Nicole Renee

Nicole Renéeisn'tjustasinger. She’s

a writer, producer, arranger, and com-
[ipletely self-contained visionary who
| does it all (she had written 200 songs by
' the time she was ready to record her
debut album for Atlantic Records). She
doesn't just sing: she sangs. If you
don’tknow the differnce you're in fora
pleasant surprise. From the opening
notes of “Telephone,” the first track on
Nicole Renée'sself-titledalbum, it’sclear
thatamajornew talentisontheline. Her
virutosic vocal talentis quickly revealed
inallofits stunning diversity: shemoans
and writhes, her voiceachameleonshift-
ing from blue blue notes into spine-
tingling falsetto withdeceptive ease. As
aperson, Nicole Renée exudesacombi-

share. Don’t let the fact that she marries
these keenly intelligent lyrics to such
sensual and melodic music fool you.
Nicole Renée really has itall. Of course,
a talent like this doesn’t just appear out
of thin air.

In fact, Nicole has been in the public
eye since her early adolescence, when
she first began appearing on Black En
tertainment Television as an original
memberofthe posse from Teen Summut,
a talk show hosted by teens. During her

toholdall ofthose disparate ingredients
together in one, organic whole. And
that’s all within the first minute.
“NICOLE RENEE" is an album of
subtle charms and obvious pleasures.
Over the course of fifteen songs,
“NICOLE RENEE"willliftyouup, make
you think, and have you dancing before
youknow what's hityou. Weare treated
tosoul inall ofits vanations.In*“Cocaine
Lane,” Nicole Renée compares a drug
addict’s relationship to coke with her
ownsenseofreligiousdevotion. “lasked
adrug addict, ‘What is it about this drug
that would cause you to steal from your
mother and lie and hurt people you
love?" Nicole Renéesays.*Andhesaid,
it’s something that'salways there, some-
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four-year stint on the program Nicole
interviewed many of the brightestlights
in R&B and rap, but it was her own
singing that caught the ears of some
music company executives visiting the
show one day. “At the time | was a
student of classical singing, and wasn’t

nation of boundless warmth and vora-
cious intelligence; as a singer, she has
the same mix: by tums, sherocks outlike
a furious head-banger, screams bloody
murder in a way that reminds us that
passion is one of nature’s most power-
ful elements an coos delicately enough

thing that loves you unconditionally.
AndIsaid, wellthat's the way that I feel
about God.” Such wisdom proves that
Nicole isn’t just about astonishing us
with hervocaland musical pyrotechnics

she’s a deep thinker with serious
spiritual and philosophical insights to

even interested in pop in fact, 1 was
geanng up to go to a conservatory,”

Ask her how she’s come this far
andshe’ll simply answer. “Faith. Faith
has given me the strength to get to
where I am now. It's allowed me to
become the strong woman I am. |
have faith in God I have faith in my
abilities. am what I am. am Faith.”

As anyone touch by the presence
of things truly powerful and divine
can testify, acts of faith are meant to
be experienced. Such is the case with
Faith Evan’s sophomore album, Keep

. The Faith. Written and co-produced

almost entirely by the 25 year old
songwriter, producer and vocalist.
Keep The Faith is abreathtaking tour
de force in the tradition of vocal pow-
cihoases Phylis Hyman and Angela
Bofill.

Faith’s voice delivers emotions
that are alternately sweetand loving,
then visceral and raw-with asincerity
that strikes deep in the solar plexus.

With flawless production provided
by David Foster, J-Dub, Ron
Lawrence, Chucky Thompson,
Babyface and PuffDaddy, Keep The
Faith is poised to take its rightful
place as one of the best R&B albums
of the year. The single “Love Like
This” has uptempo grooves guaran-
teed to conjure up memories of early
*80s house party vibes. On lush bat-
lads like “Lately I" and “Caramel
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Nicolerecalls.“Butsomeexecutives from
arecord company overheard me singing
in the green room and soon I started
getting all this interest from labels.’

Kisses,” Faith delivers riffs with a
power and effortlessness that will
make you feel every bitofher joy and
know every bit of her pain. Faith’s

superior vocal are designed to elicit
unconditional emotional surrender.
She's about to ‘take you there,”
whether you're trying to go or not.

MT. HOOD
MEADOWS

SKI RESORT
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SKI IN THE NEW YEAR

MT. HOOD
MEADOWS

PACKAGE INCLUDES

+ Fireworks Display

4+ Torchlight Parade

4+ Night Skiing Until 12:15am
4+ New Year's Eve Dinner

Buffet & Party
4+ Entertainment By
Bobby Torres Ensemble

4+ Round Trip Transportation
from Portland

PACKAGE PRICES

Adults (13 & over) $50
Juniors (12 & under) $40
Bus and Lift ONLY $35

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL G.I.
JoE's TICKETMASTER OUTLETS AND
MT. Hoop MEeaDOWS SaLES OFFICE




