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Editorial Articles Do Not Necessarily
Reflect Or Represent The Views O f

(Ebe JJurtlanb © bseruvr

Attention Readers!
Piease take a minute to send us your comments. We ’re always trying to give you 
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and what 
needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We take 
criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters to: 
Editor. Reader Response. P.O. Box J / J '’, Portland, OR ‘d Ob

^Lhe ■}lìnrtlaui> (©bscrtier
(USPS 959-680) Established in 1970

Charles Washington 
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Gary Ann Taylor
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Laphael Knight 
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Mark Washington 
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Larry J. Jackson, Sr. 
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Ies ha Williams 
Graphic Designer
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Professor McKinley Burt 

Joy Ramos 
Lee Pearlman 
Yema Measho

4"M7 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 
Portland, Oregon 97211 

503-288-0033 • Fax 503-288-0015 
Email: Pdxobserv@aol.com 

Deadline fo r  all submitted materials: 
Articles .Friday, 5:00 pm Ads: Monday, 12:00pm

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Portland Observer, 
P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208.

Periodicals postage paid at Portland, Oregon. 
Subscriptions: $60.00 per year

The Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. Manu
scripts and photographs should be clearly labeled and will be returned if 
accompanied by a self addressed envelope. All created design display 
ads become the sole property of the newspaper and cannot be used in 
other publications or personal usage without the written consent of the 
general manager, unless the client has purchased the composition of such 
ad. © 1996 THE PORTLAND OBSERVER. ALL RIGHTS RE
SERVED, REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITHOUT 
PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED.

The Portland Observer—Oregon’s Oldest Multicultural Publica- 
tton-is a member of the National Newspaper Association-Founded in 
1885, and The National Advertising Representative Amalgamated Pub
lishers, Inc, New York, NY, and The West Coast Black Publishers 
Association • Serving Portland and Vancouver. 

SUBSCRIBE TO ^ o r t l a n ù  (© bseruer
The Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for only $30.00 

per year Please fill out, enclose check or money order, and mail to:
Subscriptions

PO Box 3137 
Portland, Oregon 97208

Name:
Address:,
City, State: 
Zip-Code: _

T hank You For Reading Ext »»g»*#*
_____
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Blacks Put Their Stamp On Modern 
Technology And Society, IV

— . io , f rv ro n
B y P rof. M ckini.fy B urt 

1998 has been qu ite  a year
for our “ P e rsp e c tiv e s” c o l
um n, and it is particu la rly  f it
ting  that we began our windup 
fo r the year w ith  last w e e k ’s 
c ruc ia l o b se rv a tio n s  on the 
n a tio n ’s obsession w ith “ H is
tory  Standards In Public Edu
c a tio n ” - and w ith  our ow n 
rh e to rica l question  and an 
swers, “why do we need Black 
H istory?”

T hat “ w hy” q uestion  got 
answ ered  w ith  a flou rish  th is 
past February , du ring  B lack 
H istory M onth, when this co l
um n fea tu red  a num ber o f  
m ajo r co n trib u tio n s  to  the 
w o rld ’s techno logy  by b lack  
inven to rs  — all w ell d o cu 
m en ted  and  su p p o rte d  by 
p a ten t photo  sta ts  and d e 
ta ile d  illu s tra tio n s . “ H isto ry  
S tan d ard s” , i f  you w ill! and 
we w ill do even b e tte r  th is  
tim e.

My only reg re t was that 
o u r  la te  p u b lis h e r , Jo y ce  
W ash ing ton , w as not her to 
see that we are  s till ‘on ta s k ’ 
- fo llow ing  th rough  w ith  her 
k ind o f  energy  and com m it
m ent to  the com m unity , pub 
lic , ind iv iduals and o rgan iza
tio n s . H ow ever it is a h e ri
tage that m o tivates the Ob-

You Can N o w  F ind  
U s On th e  Web!

h t t p : / /
w w w .p o rtla n d

o b serv er .n et

w ith crucial needs in the a r 
eas o f  education , econom ic 
expertise , and in fo rm ationa l 
techno logy . We can do it.

It seem s that I was righ t on 
tim e w ith my 12/16/98 c ita 
tion  o f  the m ajor inven tions 
in refrigerated trucks and rail
w ay  c a rs  by  F r e d e r ic k  
M cK inley Jones. The very  
next w eek, the A ssocia ted  
P re s s  n ew s
a g e n c y  r e 
ported , “ Cold 
D e v a s t a t e s  
C a l i f o r n i a ’ s 
C itru s C rops:
E arly  repo rts  
in d ic a te  at
lea s t a h a lf -b il lio n  d o lla r  
lo ss ,” and add losses to tran s
porta tion  industries.

C a lifo rn ia  is seco n d  to 
F lo rida in orange p roduction  
but supp lies m ost o f th e  ‘n a 
t io n s ’ fresh m arket oranges - 
and m any, m any b illio n s  o f 
d o lla rs  o f  o th er v eg e tab le  
products w hich w ill also  su f
fer. R eaders w ere quick  to 
call and say “you w ere righ t 
o n ” w ith your v a lua tion  o f 
th is  b lack in v en to r’s c o n tr i
bution to A m erica’s economy. 
T hey  added, “ and we, too , 
are aware that the entire world 
adop ted  the fru its  o f  his ge-

porter.'
A c o n c e rn e d  re a d e r  re 

ported  that his fa ther had an 
old lionel model train set from 
the 1930’s and that it had a 
box car labeled “ refrigerated”
- p reced ing  Jones inven tions 
by several decades. Don t be 
fooled , let me clue you in. In 
those days we kids would pull 
our little  w agons down to the 

t r a in  y a rd s  
w h e re  th e s e  
so -ca lled  “ re 
f r i g e r a t e d  
cars” would re
ceive chipped 
ice from  huge 
i c e - m a k i n g

plants (re e fe rs)” .
Long lines o f  these  cars 

w ere p u lle d  u n d er ch u tes  
w here ice was dum ped into 
p r o te c t  th e  p e r i s h a b le s .  
W hatever hit the ground we 
k id s  h a u le d  h o m e fo r  
m o th e r’s “ ice b o x .”

The m odern exam ples o f 
electro-m echanical refrigera
tion  for tran spo rts  was yet to 
be p erfec ted  and paten ted  by 
F rederick  M cK in ley  Jones 
(1 9 5 0 ’s). Sort o f  the “ Real 
M ccoy” .

In respec t to th is  m ost re 
cent series on A frican A m eri
can con tribu tions  to  our way

m any fa v o ra b le  c a lls  and 
faxes from w hites as w ell as 
b lacks. In te restin g ly , as in 
early  days when tou ring  the 
coun try  sp read ing  the word 
about the neg lec ted  b lack  in 
ven tors - or m uch m ore re 
cently  when m aking the same 
p itch  all over O regon and 
W ashington in an affirm ative 
Action Program sponsored by 
the  U .S . F o rest S e rv ice  - 
w hites in the aud iences v o l
unteered inform ation on black 
inven tors whom  my research  
had not uncovered .

And there are to d ay ’s signs 
o f  hope. Several teachers and 
a local p o litic ian  o f  note say 
they are in agreem ent w ith 
my thesis  that the de libe ra te  
cen tu ry -long  om ission  o f  the 
race o f the b lack  inven to rs 
has proved  to be a form  o f 
genocide - w hether d e lib e r
ately  d irec ted  to  that end or a 
natural consequence o f  preju 
dice or envy. They, too , are 
not fooled by the new “co lo r
b lin d ” scam  dream ed up by 
the righ t w ing in th e ir  a ttack  
on A ffirm ative  A ction. The 
’r ig h t’ w ants v o te s .’

Let us look forw ard  to th is 
N ew  Y e a r  w ith  re n e w e d  
vigor, and com m itm ent to our 
goals; econom ic, educational,

Why The Year 2000 Problem Poses A 
Risk To The Public Health And Safety

Continued From Front
The Embedded Chip/System 

Problem
These are the unseen guard

ians o f our lives. They keep 
nuclear cores stable and the 
oil, gas, water and electricity  
flowing; they keep intensive 
care units operating and our 
m ilita ry  fo rces arm ed and 
m obile. I f  they fail, our world 
implodes. And, embedded sys
tems are located everyw here.

Embedded chips and con
trol systems are more d iffi
cult to find and fix or replace 
than software because of their 
physical inaccessib ility . Take

the signal repeaters on under
sea te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  
cables, or the flowmeters on 
underground pipes, even the 
p ac em a k ers  in p a t i e n ts ’ 
hea rts , for exam ple. A lso, 
c o n tro l sy stem s are  c o n 
s tru c ted  o f a h ie ra rch y  o f 
component system s, each of 
which may be vulnerable on 
its own, or in conjunction with 
o thers . In many cases two 
separate subsystems may op
erate in a single system.

With embedded systems, the 
concern is often with in ter
vals rather than specific dates: 
the need may be for an event

to occur at 100-day intervals 
rather than on the 5th day of 
each month. There is also the 
possibility that devices with 
cycles that are m easured in 
hours, and minutes (or even 
seconds) may be affected by 
the problem because year num
bers are the basis of time cal
culations. In such systems, the 
effect may not be evident at 
midnight but will arise within 
the following 24 hours.

Palom a O ’R iley  is the 
founder o f  The C assandra  
Project. For more inform a
tio n , v is it  w w w .m illenn ia- 
bcs.com

Consumers Need More
Information About Air Bags

Today, the public might think 
it is better informed about air 
bags than ever before. Sadly, 
it is not. In October, I repre
sen ted  N orm a Sw anson v. 
Nissan Motor Co., Ltd., which 
was tried in Federal District 
C ourt in P ortland , O regon. 
Swanson was blinded by the 
passenger-side a ir bag in a 
1994 Nissan Altima. The air 
bag deployed when the vehicle 
in which she was siting drove 
over a curb at a relatively low 
speed. Although Swanson was 
properly seat belted, with the 
seat halfway back in the seat 
track, she was struck traumati- 
cally in the face by the air bag.

, The passenger-side air
bag was designed to strike the 
occupant while still inflating 
at speeds up to 159 miles per 
hour. This was contrary to the 
basic underlying premise of air

bag technology for over 25 
years — that is, that an air bag 
be fully inflated before the oc
cupant falls into it. The driver 
in Swanson’s vehicle was com
pletely uninjured. His air bag 
had tethers, which are internal 
straps designed to restrain the 
air bag from striking the occu
pant. The passenger-side air 
bag (which struck Swanson) 
failed to incorporate tethers.

To date, at least 24 in
dividuals have been sign ifi
cantly  in jured  by the 1994 
Nissan Altima passenger-side 
airbag. Most victims have been 
women and children and most 
injuries involve significant ana
tomical damage to the eye, in
cluding blindness.

S w an so ’s in ju rie s  
could have been avoided. She 
purchased her Altima in 1994 
specifically  because the ve

hicle had a passenger-side air 
bag and because she thought it 
would better protect her two 
young children. It was not un
til 1996 that the public learned 
for the first time that air bags 
presented a danger to children 
and sh o rte r  wom en. Had 
Swanson known this, she never 
would have purchased the ve
hicle. Although the public is 
better educated today about air 
bags, many misconceptions re
m ain. For exam ple, m ost 
people do not know that air bags 
come in a variety of designs, 
many of which are clearly bet
ter than others.

Support for the petition for 
fu ller d isc losure  should be 
sent to: A dm inistrator, Na
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Adm inistration, 400 Seventh 
Street, S.W., Washington, DC 
20590.
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coverage you can count on from the 
world leader In wireless...AIRTOUCH.

► no contracts
► no deposit
► no monthly bill
► no credit check
► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ► ►

getting started is easy ..visit these 
AirTouch Prepaid Cellular retail locations.

Direct Link Cellular « Paging
2914 N Lombard St. Portland. 286.5555

Music Galore
3213 NE MLK Jr Blvd , Portland, 288 9180

El Mercado
525 NE Killingswortb, Portland. 288 5869

Cellular Cennectlene
10055 SE Starti S I, Portland, 256 4055

r City
500 NE MLK Jr Blvd. Portland. 232 7449

Communication Plut
317 NE Killingswortb, Portland. 735 1422

Let's Talk Wireless
2813 SE 122nd. Portland 762 5659

control your airtime

A i r T o u c h
Cellular

cards available in $15. $30 $50 or $100 denominations 

• some restrictions may apply
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