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needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We take
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Blacks Put Their Stamp On Modern
Technology And Society, IV

By Pro¥. MCKINLEY BURT

1998 has been quite a year
for our “Perspectives” col-
umn, and it is particularly fit-
ting that we began our windup
for the year with last week’s
crucial observations on the
nation’s obsession with “His-
tory Standards In Public Edu-
cation” - and with our own
rhetorical question and an-
swers, “why do we need Black
History?”

That “why” question got
answered with a flourish this
past February, during Black
History Month, when this col-
umn featured a number of
major contributions to the
world’s technology by black
inventors -- all well docu-
mented and supported by
patent photo stats and de-
tailed illustrations. “History
Standards”, if you will! and
we will do even better this
time.

My only regret was that
our late publisher, Joyce
Washington, was not her to
see that we are still ‘on task’
- following through with her
kind of energy and commit-
ment to the community, pub-
lic, individuals and organiza-
tions. However it is a heri-
tage that motivates the Ob-

You Can Now Find
Us On the Web!

http://

www.portland
observer.net

Why The Year 2000 Problem Poses A
Risk To The Public Health And Safety

ConTINUED FrROM FRONT

The Embedded Chip/System
Problem

These are the unseen guard-
ians of our lives. They keep
nuclear cores stable and the
oil, gas, water and electricity
flowing; they keep intensive
care units operating and our
military forces armed and
mobile. If they fail, our world
implodes. And, embedded sys-
tems are located everywhere.

Embedded chips and con-
trol systems are more diffi-
cult to find and fix or replace
than software because of their
physical inaccessibility. Take

the signal repeaters on under-
sea telecommunications
cables, or the flowmeters on
underground pipes, even the
pacemakers in patients’
hearts, for example. Also,
control systems are con-
structed of a hierarchy of
component systems, each of
which may be vulnerable on
its own, or in conjunction with
others. In many cases two
separate subsystems may op-
erate in a single system.
With embedded systems, the
concern is often with inter-
vals rather than specific dates:
the need may be for an event

to occur at 100-day intervals
rather than on the 5™ day of
each month. There is also the
possibility that devices with
cycles that are measured in
hours, and minutes (or even
seconds) may be affected by
the problem because year num-
bers are the basis of time cal-
culations. In such systems, the
effect may not be evident at
midnight but will arise within
the following 24 hours.

Paloma O’'Riley is the
founder of The Cassandra
Project. For more informa-
tion, visit www.millennia-
bcs.com

Consumers Need More
Information About Air Bags

Today, the public might think
it is better informed about air
bags than ever before. Sadly,
it is not. In October, I repre-
sented Norma Swanson V.
Nissan Motor Co., Ltd., which
was tried in Federal District
Court in Portland, Oregon.
Swanson was blinded by the
passenger-side air bag in a
1994 Nissan Altima. The air
bag deployed when the vehicle
in which she was siting drove
over a curb at a relatively low
speed. Although Swanson was
properly seat belted, with the
seat halfway back in the seat
track, she was struck traumati-
cally in the face by the air bag.

The passenger-side air
bag was designed to strike the
occupant while still inflating
at speeds up to 159 miles per
hour. This was contrary to the
basic underlying premise of air

bag technology for over 25
years — that is, that an air bag
be fully inflated before the oc-
cupant falls into it. The driver
in Swanson's vehicle was com-
pletely uninjured. His air bag
had tethers, which are internal
straps designed to restrain the
air bag from striking the occu-
pant. The passenger-side air
bag (which struck Swanson)
failed to incorporate tethers.

To date, at least 24 in-
dividuals have been signifi-
cantly injured by the 1994
Nissan Altima passenger-side
air bag. Most victims have been
women and children and most
injuries involve significant ana-
tomical damage to the eye, in-
cluding blindness.

Swanso’s  injuries
could have been avoided. She
purchased her Altima in 1994
specifically because the ve-

hicle had a passenger-side air
bag and because she thought it
would better protect her two
young children. It was not un-
til 1996 that the public learned
for the first time that air bags
presented a danger to children
and shorter women. Had
Swanson known this, she never
would have purchased the ve-
hicle. Although the public is
better educated today about air
bags, many misconceptions re-
main. For example, most
people do not know that air bags
come in a variety of designs,
many of which are clearly bet-
ter than others.

Support for the petition for
fuller disclosure should be
sent to: Administrator, Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, 400 Seventh
Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20590.

with crucial needs in the ar-
eas of education, economic
expertise, and informational
technology. We can do 1t.

It seems that I was righton
time with my 12/16/98 cita-
tion of the major inventions
in refrigerated trucks and rail-
way cars by Frederick
McKinley Jones. The very
next week, the Associated
Press
agency re-
ported, “Cold
Devastates
California’s
Citrus Crops:
Early reports
indicate at i
least a half-billion dollar
loss,” and add losses to trans-
portation industries.

California
Florida in orange production
but supplies most of the “na-
tions’ fresh market oranges -
and many, many billions of
dollars of other vegetable
products which will also suf-
fer. Readers were quick to
call and say “you were right
on” with your valuation of
this black inventor’s contri-
butionto America’s economy.
They added, “and we, too,
are aware that the entire world
adopted the fruits of his ge-

news

is second to

porter.”

A concerned reader re-
ported that his father had an
old lionel model train set from
the 1930°s and that it had a
box car labeled “refrigerated”
- preceding Jones inventions
by several decades. Don’t be
fooled, let me clue you in. In
those days we kids would pull
our little wagons down to the
train yards
where these

so-called “re-

)
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frigerated

cars” would re-
MOKINLEY 2

Buki ceive chipped

ice from huge
ice-making
plants (reefers)”.

Long lines of these cars
were pulled under chutes
where ice was dumped into
protect the perishables.
Whatever hit the ground we
kids hauled home for
mother’s “ice box.”

The modern examples of

electro-mechanical refrigera-
tion for transports was yet 1o
be perfected and patented by
Frederick McKinley Jones
(1950°s). Sort of the “Real
Mccoy”.

In respect to this most re-
cent series on African Ameri-
can contributions to our way

» no contracts

» no deposit

» no monthly bill

» no credit check

> > > > »

Direct Link Cellular & Paging
Music Galore

El Mercado

Communication Plus

Let's Talk Wireless

At RS R 8 A AR D S AASALA SRS
i “_'_)‘\l__ .a\’&.{-i‘.)‘.:‘:a ¥
P, b

coverage you can count on from the
world leader in wireless...AIRTOUCH.

getting started is easy...visit these
AirTouch Prepaid Cellular retail locations...

525 NE Killingsworth, Portiand, 268 5869
Cellular Connections

10055 SE Stark St., Portland, 256 4055
Beeper City

500 NE MLK Jr. Bivd , Portland, 232 7449
317 NE Killingsworth, Portland. 735 1422

2813 SE 122nd, Portland, 762 5659

many favorable calls and
faxes from whites as well as
blacks. Interestingly, as In
early days when touring the
country spreading the word
about the neglected black in-
ventors - or much more re-
cently when making the same
pitch all over Oregon and
Washington in an affirmative
Action Program sponsored by
the U.S. Service -
whites in the audiences vol-

Forest

unteered information on black
inventors whom my research
had not uncovered.

And there are today’s signs
of hope. Several teachers and
a local politician of note say
they are in agreement with
my thesis that the deliberate
century-long omission of the
race of the black inventors
has proved to be a form of
genocide - whether deliber-
ately directed to thatend or a
natural consequence of preju-
dice or envy. They, too, are
not fooled by the new “color-
blind” scam dreamed up by
the right wing in their attack
on Affirmative Action. The
‘right” wants votes.’

Let us look forward to this
with renewed
vigor, and commitment to our

New Year

goals; economic, educational,
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