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ABL Folds, Files for Ewing Disagrees
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Bankruptcy
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Falcons’ Reeves

Returns To Hospital
SUWANEE, Ga.-FortheAtlanta
Falcons, this is a time for celebra-

tion. It’s also a time for concemn.
The Falcons’ first division title
since 1980 is clouded by the ab-
sence of coach Dan Reeves, who
returned to the hospital after com-
plications from heart bypass sur-

Trophy winner Ricky Williams.
Shay won the Harlon Hill Award as
the top player in Division IL

Anderson mulls

prison time for drugs

HOUSTON- Greg Anderson
blames bad judgment and a poor
choice of friends for his fate: an
imminent prison sentence for par-
ticipating inacocaine deal to which
he has pleaded guilty.

Anderson, in an interview in
Sunday’s Houston Chronicle, said
thatasa favorto friends, heallowed
himselfto be drawn into a drug deal

ers are standing with him

gery: American Basketball League just sy
couldn’t beat the WNBA even o '
Record-busting when the pioneer women's league " '
backs top Little All- was practically the only pro game ,
America team in town. "_‘l_‘h
NEW YORK-Brian Shay and The nine-team ABL folded i ....
R.J. Bowers, apair of record-bust-  Tuesday midway through its third Wi e
ing running backs, and a wideout ~ $€ason, unable to compete with . & I
who broke Jerry Rice’s receiving  1tS rival, which was backed by the o 4 » g \]
record were selected to The Asso- money and marketing power of t e m g
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team on Tuesday. As the league filed for bank- NB'#‘ charity game, feels the NBA ko
Shay, from Emporia State, ran  TUPICY protection, ABL franchises § OFFor We F L
for 2,265 yards and 29 touchdowns canceled their games and began § NEWYORK- e % l ‘
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Columbus, Ohio: Denver; Hart- After taking over 1st place, Coach Lynn Dunn & Natalie Williams
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been going over for the last tw

ABL League MVP contemplate. A stellar season
turned upside down with the news of the League filing for
bankruptcy

ford, Conn.; Nashville, Tenn.;
Philadelphia, San Jose; Seattle; and
Portland, Ore.

“At this point, the league is out
of money,” league co-founder and
CEO Gary Cavalli said in a state-
ment. “This is a sad day for our
fans, employees, players and
coaches, and for women’s basket-
ball in general.

He said the ABL was unable to
get the necessary TV exposure and
sponsorship support.

The ABL was launched in 1996,

three weeks maybe even longe h
New York Knicks starand union presi blocks in order to 1

e ' dent said the b
to suspend the rest of the 1998- X ;

99 season that began in early No-
vember and file a Chapter 11
bankruptcy petition, leading to

“The league is currently working
on a plan to ensure that you’ll be
paid as much of your salary as pos-
sible for the month of December.
This plan is subject to court ap-
proval.” are

“] am shocked. I never saw it  said. “There are a few tears here
coming,” New England guard Jen-
nifer Rizzotti said. “I am thankful
for all of the loyal fans throughout

Malone was referring t
page letter the league sent to players of adjustment may not b
on Thursday, outlining the owners everyone else’s

: i concessions
the league's liquidation People

i “They haven’t changed tl
shaken up emotionally,” he

tiononeiota. All they did was make tl veak’ for him couldn
p numbers look great, butit’snota good nodification {
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[he league was formed in 1995

+ The plavers’ association negotiat e a topic 1
by Anne Cribbs, Steve Hams and A ;

ing committee heldan internals

one that turned out to be asetup in  riding the enthusiasm of the gold- this trying season. It’s a shame  Cavalli, a public relations execu- o about 125 players lis A
an FBI drug sting. Anderson and  medal-winning U.S. women’steam this happened. I'm still trying to  tive, and began play in October o g "!":nl['_,'_ L iy &
three others pleaded guilty Oct. 20 in the Atlanta Olympics and the figure it out.” 1996. But it was challenged the :ll_‘l\"f‘!_\“'[_‘i'\ H '[:‘ ;'I'[‘r'. By ”'_.';'_L - tam
to possession of cocaine with in- boom in women’s college basket- “1 can definitely feel for  next summer by the debut of the l“‘l' [L m'L'f” :11 : :,;\[ l\ <aid. “If vou look at the numbers, they .
tent to distribute. He faces amaxi-  ball. When the WNBA began play people finding out they just lost ~ WNBA, backed by the multimil- Lflldl}l:‘ : u-ltitl\“-u-- \]I 1 F I =U.-L -...--..1 .|.!-  h. .\ , e
mum of 40 years in prison, but fed-  the following year, however, many a job because that’s obviously lion-dollar marketing and pub- Hh_:mnht 1|;\ \”_\,_\.|., : " -1“ s ‘1;_.: re trying %
eralsentencingguidelinesmeanhe’ll  began to wonder if two women’s what happened,” Nashville guard  licity might of the NBA. hfﬁ ‘m i 1 i 1“,7 \ y atinna ¢ take care of the guys in the middl LF
probably servethreeto fouryearsin  leagues could survive. Michelle Marciniak told WKRN- o o A NP STIIRNEAR A S Sae 3
prison with no chance for parole. This year, the ABL had hoped to TV.“We don’t have practice. We g g
take advantage of the NBA lock-  don’t have a game on Christmas SRt 1S
Hamilton gets $17 out, which has forced cancella- Day. I have a calendar filled up oy oV
million deal tion of at least half the season. ‘til the spring. Now there’s noth- Ll
TORONTO-It didn’t take long “I’m a little surprised about the ing.” o
for Joey Hamilton to getabig-money timing of it,” said forward Katie At league offices in Palo Alto, O Bk
deal with the Toronto Blue Jays, Smith of the Columbus Quest, a pile of freshly typed paychecks o
Hamilton, traded from San Diego for which won the league’s two cham- sat on the front desk. A plastic 2
Woody Williams during the winter pionships. She plans to play with a bag filled with chocolate chip .
meetings, agreed Monday toa $17 ~ national team thissummerandthen  cookies and Christmas cards o
million, three-year contract. look into joining the WNBA. hanging inside the front door did ~ “%
“I tried over the last couple of Players, some of whom chose little to dispel the gloom.
years to get something done with the ABL because it offered higher League spokesman Dean RN
San Diego and they weren't very salaries than the WNBA, were in- Jutilla said ABL employees were
receptive,” Hamiltonsaid. “It's like formed of the shutdown when they instructed by lawyers not to make p:
a big burden lifted off my back. I called the league office. any comment about the shutdown. 2
think being able to come here and “We have closed our entire op- The league’s board of direc-
geta fresh start is going to be really eration,” said a recorded message. tors decided late Monday night
good forme.”
Suspect Nabbed in
Soccer Knife Throw
WARSAW, Poland -A 19-year-
old was arrested Tuesday as the
man said to have thrown the knife Family Bundle: Your family got the blahs? Then plu
that hit and injured Italian soccer ) ) plug
player Dino Baggio duringa UEFA into this package:
N g - -
Cup match in Krakow in October B I(’ + 6 Silver Level Reserved Seats
Pawel Michalski was arrested in <. . .
Krakow, according to Malgorzata WE HAVE ALL OF Godfathers 6 Pom Poms @ FITNESS
Wilkosz-Sliwa, a spokeswoman for Your HoLIDAY PRODUCE NEEDS * Free game Program
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Brooks is looking for a return of the You Pick Six: Pick any six of the remaining Power
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ful again, to regain the title, we . .
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Brooks said of Tyson (45-3 with 39 Holiday Pack: Packaged neatly for the holidays,
knockouts), who has not fought this bundle buy h i : id:
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punching and stepping as i1 .
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