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President Of Bishops’ Conference

thatwemdth:slettaofthankyou for
\- 0 ﬁ‘m&ymtopamapatem the Morning
; Baptist Church Annual Christmas Banquet.
medmmyhvesmtermsofﬁxmre
wymspeopleto aspire forpositive citizen-
s have challenged us to become batons of hope:
Coleman, Black Journalist for Gospel

Hooks, former president of the

Very truly yours

Ms. Karen Smith
Banquet Chairperson
Rev. A. Wayne Johnson, Pastor

: -;-‘I  Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church

RAMADAN

By DEREK RASHEED

Allah(God) revealed the Qur’an,a
book formankind offering clear proofs
of divine guidance withacriterion for
right and wrong.

Muslims fast during the month of
Ramadan. It is one of the five pillars
of Islam and is a obligation of every
Muslim to practice unless they areill
or on a journey. If any day of the
month that the practice missed, they
can make it up by feeding the hungry
or by prolonging their fast.

Fasting is a source of self-restraint,
piety and receiving God Conscious-
ness. Itwas prescribed by Allah (God)
for the Prophets before Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh). In the Qur’an
verses, Allah has pointed out its goal
or purpose: “Fasting is a shield from
the Hell-fire like one of your shields
used in fighting.”

Ramadan also comes as an inter-

cessor on the Day of Judgement. The
Prophet (pbuh) has said, “the fast
and the Qur’an shall come as inter-
cessors on the Day of Resurrection.”
The person fasting shall say.’O Lord,
[ prevented him from his food and
drink during the day, so let me inter-
cede for him.” The Qur’an says, ‘I
kept him from sleep during the night,
so let me intercede for him.” Then
they will be allowed to intercede.” It
is an act that demonstrates one’s
sincerity to Allah. Only Allah (God) is
aware if a person truly fasted or not.
No one can know if he secretly broke
his fast. Therefore, Allah has a spe-
cial reward for those who fast.
Allah has said, “He leaves his food,
drink and desires because of me. Fast-
ing is for my sake and I shall reward
it and every good deed shall be re-
warded ten fold.” By Allah’s grace
and mercy, ifaperson fasts the month
of Ramadan with faith in Allah and

['he Catholic Bishops of the
United States elected Bishop
Wilton D. Gregory of Belleville,
Illinois to a three-year term as
vice President of the National
Conference, of Catholic Bish-
ops and United States Catholic
Conference (NCCB/USCC).

Bishop Gregory, 50, is the
first Black to be elected Vice
President of the Conferences.
He succeeds Bishop Joseph A.
Fiorenza of Galveston-Houston
who was elected president.

Wilton D. Gregory was born
December 7, 1947, in Chicago,
the son of Wilton and Ethel

hoping for its reward, Allah will for-
give all of his previous minor sins.

The purpose of fasting is to re-
lease the spirit of man from the
clutches of desire and moderation
prevailed in his carnal self. And
through it, he can realize the goal of
purification and everlasting felicity.
[t is aimed at curtailing the intensity
ofdesire and lust by means of hunger
and thirst to induce him to realize how
many were there in the world like him
who had to go even without a small
quantity of food - at making it difficult
for the Devil to deceive him and at
restraining his organs from turning
towards things in which there was
the loss of both worlds. Fasting, thus,
is the bridle of the God-fearing, the
shield of the crusaders and the disci-
pline of the virtuous.

Ramadan starts on the sighting of
the new moon and runs thirty days
after the first ten days of seeking’

. a

Duncan Gregory. He attended
Carthage Grammar School,
Quigley Preparatory Seminary
South, Niles College of Loyola,
and St. Mary of the Lake Semi-
nary. Three years after his or-
dination to the priesthood he
began graduate studies at the
Pontifical Liturgical Institute
(Sant’ Anselmo) in Rome. It
was there that he earned his
doctorate in Sacred Liturgy in
1980.

Bishop Gregory was ordained

a priest of the Archdiocese of

Chicago on May 9, 1973. He
was ordained a Bishop on De-

Allah (God) and Mercy, the second
ten days of our seeking Allah (God)
for forgiveness and the last ten days
of our seeking freedom from the Hell
fire in the hereafter.

Ramadan brings spiritual uplift-
ing to its observer. It has been re-
ported that Allah’s Messenger
(pbuh) has said, “When Ramadan
begins, the gates of Paradise are open,
the gates ofhell are locked and devils
are chained.” Fasting in Islam involves
abstinence from the three primal
physical needs of human beings
food, drink and sexual intercourse
from dawn (approximately 1 "2hours
before sunrise to sunset) with the
intention of fasting. There are how-
ever, no restrictions regarding these
physical needs during the night time.

May Allah bless all of you with
success in completing this holy
month.

cember 13, 1983, after having

served as an associate pastor
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Parish in Glenview, as a mem
ber of the faculty at Saint Mary
Lake Seminary 1n
Mundelein, and as a Master ol

to Cardinals Cody

of the

Ceremonies
and Bernardin. Bishop Gregory
was installed as the Seventh
Bishop of Belleville on Febru-
ary 10, 1994,

Auxiliary

following ten
years as Bishop of
Chicago.

As a member of the National
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, he

served one term as

Chairman of the bishops’ com-
mittee on the Liturgy. He 1s
currently a member of the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic
Bishops Committee on Doc-
trine, Committee on the Third
Millennium/Jubilee Year 2000,
and Ad Hoc Committee on
Sexual Abuse, as well as the
United States Catholic Confer-
ence Committee on Interna-
tional Policy.

He has
on the subject of liturgy, par-
ticularly in the African-Ameri-
for a variety

written extensively

can community,
of publications

Now You can Save 20-70%
on Your Funeral (

Cosls

Due to recent changes in FTC laws, you can now purchase
your casket, urn, headstone or marker outside of funeral
homes. After your purchase we will deliver to the funeral
home of your choice. We feature:

24 Hour Service

Trust Accounts and pre-funding t
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Now you have a choice
We are here to help you in your time of need
-Infant Caskets Donated -

funeral packages available soon. We have one
of the largest showrooms in the Northwest.

Bring in_this ad and SAVE 10%
on our already low prices

DIRECT Casket Sales

76 NE Division St., Main
Square * Gresham

Showroom Hours: M-Sat 9-6 [ |
24 Hours: (503) 492-1571 E
---------------------l

- |Christmas Eve Celebration
i " Pastor Henry and Kathy
S Greenridge and the

3 Covenant Church family

Christmas” at 6:00 pm, at
4069 NE Martin Luther
| ng Jr Blvd

North Portland Bible College

L
Winter Term classes |
January 4 - March 18, 1999;Mondays, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. '
NT 102: New Testament Survey II** Nance
UM 102: Ministry to Urban Families II** Chism:Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon
NT 102a: New Testament Survey II** Nance
Tuesdays, 6:30 - 9:30 pm
B 102: Inductive Bible Study** Lindsey:PM 102: Equipping the Saints IT*

Lt invite you and your family | & ;
S : to share a special E
" Christmas Eve celebration E
G and experience " The Joy of :
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Just think: Your son
is bright, healthy
and headed for
college one day You
love the direction your

career has taken. Youre doing a lot of the things you planned
and even a few you didn't. Living life to the fullest is easy when
| you have family behind you. American Family Insurance. Call
and talk to one of our helpful, friendly agents. You'll find out
why were consistently rated A+ [Superior) by A.M. Best, the

i Fraught(15 weeks: Jan. 12 - Apr. 27)
}; PN 121: Lay Counseling I Held insurance rating authority. Then, go on. Dream Plan. What you
G S do next is up to you and well be here to help you

Dev 081: MS Windows 95/Word 97 Stanton
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon
B 102a: Inductive Bible Study** Lindsey
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon
OT 102a: Old Testament Survey I1** Coleman
CE 101a: Teaching Techniques  Jenkins
Thursdays, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.

OT 102: Old Testament Survey I[I** Coleman
OT 141: Introduction to the Psalms Wilson
Dev 071: Computer Keyboarding  Stanton
*Required for the associate degree program.
7 **Required for certificate and associate degree programs.

455 5 Tuition: $75 per course
Registration: Call (503) 288-2919 for application forms.

u have family behind you.
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