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Attention Readers!

Please take a minute tosend us your comments. We’re always trying togive you
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and
what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We
take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters
to: Editor. Reader Response. P.O. Box 3137, Portland. OR 97208
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how can history have color?” and we
are quite pleased that our readers
have overwhelmingly agreed that our
many citations of documented black
contributions to the world’s technol-
ogy have more than adequately ad-
dressed this question.

Our structured approach, de-
signed to demonstrate the economic
and societal impact of these key in-
ventions, enabled the reader to easily
appreciate the devastating, genocidal
effect of an allegedly “color-blind”

history. No matter how devious and
dishonest the effort to attribute

progress to one race or class alone,

students” who do most of the "real’
research (under their supervision)
Librarians and undergrads find blacks
in woodwork.

We have paused here in our own
account of seminal African Ameri-
can engineering and science because
we are nearing a meaningful work
ing definition of that ubiquitous
term, “institutional racism.” This is
the path that led our readers to ,
“appreciate the devastating, geno-
cidal effect of an allegedly "color-

blind’ history;” generations ol m
creasingly - troubled black youth

brought to maturity with their role

wheat). Black youth was given the
“kindly old colored man from
luskeegee who "talked’ plants outof
their precious secrets and gave them
to mankind.” I cited much more
Readers, both black and white,
have been on the phone to comment
on Scott Learn’s article in
Wednesday's Oregonian(12/14/98):
“Standards Emphasize Perspective
On History.” In a sense (smiles), he
has followed along my recent, four
part series on “columbus who sailed

the ocean blue.”
However, the callers had a per

spective of their own to bring to the

I, Gary Ann Tavlor Larry J. Jackson, Sr. these ugly exercises in vanity have models “lost, strayed, or stolen.’ table. They could not forego the plea
H Businsss Mun'ager Dire(-}ar of Operation \{I‘ r"\' A proven to be a two-edged sword But during the very same eras of  sure (?) of pointing out that almost
| Laphael Kni .sha Williams Buri Many savants and academics (his America’s expansion in technology, two decades ago contracts were let
\'dp E_“: m'ghl ‘l“h""\] m.rns. torians?) who over the years acquired white youth was intellectually and by the Portland School District for

Graphic Designer Graphic Designer a sterling and respected reputation spiritually enriched - and motivated production of the “Baseline Essays™
Contributing Writers: Tony Washington for their account of the time-line of by the standard icons that reached  history document for curriculum en
Professor McKinley Burt, Director of Advertising By Prof. McKinley Burt development for a particular area of  out fromevery textbook, encyclope- richment. Particularly, there was com

| Lee Perlman, technology or economics, are now dia. movie and museum: Thomas ment on topics which I had submitted

Joy Ramos, The question hasbeenputtomany  finding theirprestige and importance ~ Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, on “blacks in technology” but were
Richard Lucetti, an African American, “Why in the  under siege from unexpected quar Samuel Morse, Eli Whitney (cotton never adopted. Many photocopies
Yema Measho world do we need 'Black’ History -  ters. Andthey cannotblamethe “grad ~ gin), Cyrus McCormick (reaper, weremadeand circulated inthecom

munity. Excerpts appeared here

Until we return at the end of the
year withmore A frican Americanin
ventors and related commentary, you
might read*History On Trial” Culture,
Wars and the Teaching of the Past.”
Nash, Crabtree and Dunn, Alfred A
Knopf, 1997. This revealing volumc
explores the “Great National contro
versy over the setting of voluntary
standards for the teaching of history
in our elementary and high schools
that erupted in 1994.”

Dear Editor:

In 1978, Mormon Church Presi-
dent Spencer W. Kimball had a revela-
tionin which he claimed the LORD had
told him that blacks could not be or-
dained to the Priesthood. Since 1978,
the Mormon church has been actively
rerouting African and African-Ameri-

Mothers’ Vision

sites which quote prior Mormon lead
ers on the Curse of Cain doctrine (type
in**Curse of Cain” or “Blacks and Mor
mons’’ in any search engine). All Mor-
mons over the age of 30 KNOW that
the Church had taught the Curse of Cain
up until 1978. The 1978 revelation did
NOT refute the doctrine; rather, it de
clared only that the *“time had come™ to

should not continue to seek black con-
verts until and unless it is willing to do
one of the following things: 1. Publicly
refute and apologize for teaching the
Curse of Cain doctrine for 150 years.2
Publicly acknowledge that the curse of
Cain doctrine is still a doctrine of the
Church.3. Publicly announce that the
Curse of Cain was neverofficial Church
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We suggest calling the Mormon
Church at 1-800-453-3860 (ask for
statements from Public A ffairs and the
Office of the First Presidency. Ask
them whenitchanged. Wealsosuggest
you contact David Jackson (a black
Mormon) for an interview. His num
ber is on the back; as well as some

quotes from past Mormon leaders. He

- and The National Advertising Representative Amalgamated Publishers, can members. To date, the churchhad  give the Priesthood to blacks. The  doctrine. Wefeel that the Mormon lead- has all the background information
3 Inc. New York, NY, and The West Coast Black Publishers Association * made about 40,000 black converts in  Curse of Cain doctrine has NEVER  ers should COME CLEAN and pub he Church shouldn't seek black cop
Serving Portland and Vancouver. the US, 100,000 in Brazil, and about  been refuted publicly or privately by licly acknowledge orpubliclyabandon  verts unless and until it PUBLICI ¥
» 200.000 in black Africa. However,due  the Mormon leaders. The Church is  the CURSE OF CAIN DOC [RINE; repudiates the doctrine, or at least s
: P SUBSCRIBE TO ﬁlhe ﬁnrtlanh Obiotins to i!s_paSl: teac'}.lings. d.le chl.ITCh isn’t r}ow 1‘t‘:lli!ng blacks .” "\?\'&l!& nu'.l er CI.Thl.‘T'IH;t public apology,orinapublic ~ willing to inform potential black con
: : ‘ growing in this area like it is among  taught”.We humbly request that you  statement. We encourage you to con verts about it. We hope that you do an
1 The Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for 0“13_560-00 other ethnic groups.In the last year,  and other African-American newspa-  tact the Mormon Church,andaskthem article on this subject. Thank you.
£ per year. Please fill out, enclose check or money order, and mail to: Church leaders have decided to tell  pers call the Mormon Church and DE for an “‘on the record” statement con- . Sincerely,
SUBSCRIPTIONS black inquirers that it “never taught”  MAND straight answers. The Church  ceming the Curse of Cain doctrine. Darrick Evenson
- ; THe PORTLAND OBSERVER; PO Box 3137 that blacks were Cainites, or cursed to
PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 the Priesthood, but that this was “merely
Name: the opinion of some of the (church)
> Addasan o ] ~ | members, but never sanctioned or ap- i3 > 7 9
s City, State: ~ | proved by The Brethren (the 15 Mor-
A Zip-Code: mon Apostles that lead the < <
. church).”This is PURE DECEPTION! :
p- 2 THANK YOou FOrR READING THE PORTLAND OBSERVER There are literally dozens of Internet '
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My Christmas Wish vuoll B 3o
{ By Bernice Powell Jackson that the violence of gangs is but one  vans and went to the child’s home and
g piece in a larger puzzle and that peace surrounded her family with prayers and
Some years | have writtena wish list is the only viable way for our commu- loveand pleas for peace not retaliation.
of what I'd really like for Christmas  nities. I'llnever forgetthatchild’smother’s
bcyondhjrtingtlglottcryorsuch.'['his And so thcy come back togcthcr eycsthamjghr.l‘llnevcrforgclthepam Pablo knew in a couple of years he would LESS CRIME IS
s yearmy listis one item long - one word again, some of the old faces and some which seemed to reach down into her it would be NO ACCIDENT
] long - 1 wish for peace. Even just one new ones, all dedicatedto the beliefthat  heart and her womb. I'll never forget > even th yout dealing s RO ASTREER Sr A
day of peace would feel like my wish therecanbe, there must be peace inour thatchild’s father’s tears, running freely for it. Fortunately for Pablo, two It takes you — and programs that work.
was granted. communities. They came fromtheeast ~ down his cheeks, as he recounted his s took him under Call 1-800-WE PREVENT, and we'll send
I've been centering my prayer time coast, from the midwest, from the west shortcomings and told of the pressure vou a free booklet on how you can support
over the past two months on peace coast. They came speakingseverallan-  to seek revenge. I'll never forget the 'Dr_(_]mm_m in vour community that keep kids
after spending a few days with some  guages and calling God by several  poemrecitedbyabrother from Califor- Sk from crin ind cfime away from Kids
brave and powerful young sisters and  names. They came -- African Ameri-  nia that night and I'll never forget the Syy trom crime Qnd Sme Swey TH T8
brothers. Sisters and brothers dedi- can, Latino/andnative American. They  prayer circle we formed on that front
cated to making peace in our cities. It ~ came trusting each other and trusting  yard.Peace so that no more children
was the fifth anniversary of whatthey  that the power of good can overcome mightbe maimed by land mines. Peace
called the gang summit at that first the power of evil. And if there was any sothatnomore childrenmightdieatthe
meeting in 1993, when gang leaders doubtintheirminds aboutwhetherthis  hands of their mothers or their fathers.
from around the nation came together  summit was needed it evaporated the  Peace so that the children of the world
to talk and plan and meet and pray for  night before they arrived in Kansas ~ might laugh andplay and smile and run
¥ peace in our communities. This timeit  City whena 10yearoldchildwaskilled  and skip and giggle and live without
Y wascalledtheNational SummitforPeace  in that city while playing in her front  fear. What a Christmas gift that would
B and Justice because they realize now  yard. And so they piled in cars and  be.

PR Lermer To THE EDITOR
For a long, long time, the Mothers  bombs violently invade other Mothers’  attempts to commit genocide. The task
have observed the disrespectful and sanctuaries and kill their Babies, while will then be simply to remove the inferi-
racistsurveillance ofthe neighborhood. embargoes bring illness and starvation  ority complex from the hearts of the
The Mothers watch as the homes of the to more Little Ones whose pure Inno-  hateful master minds who perpetrate _ 1N {
Eldersaretakenfromthem. TheMothers  cence cannot be denied. The Mothers  these crimes against Humanity, so that & A A
know that the Fathers and sons are are aware that the History of rich and they may realize thepitiful futility of their - .
being harassed, slandered, betrayed, dynamic Culturesisdeleted fromeduca-  actions; recognize the truly Humble 1 soo WE PRE ENT
poisoned, entrapped, railroaded, impris- tion at the institutions of leaming. The  position they share in the Glory of Life; NWW. weprevent.org
oned and murdered, and yet, the Men Mothers cherish the perpetual wisdom  and, rather than desiring to divide and
remain strong, whether maintaining ata and CompassionoftheirKin. Although  conquer, they can allow themselves to
pofusioninﬁnoounnmﬁtyorinsoli- their Families possess a magnificent partake in Joy along with their Fellow
tary confinement at the penitentiary. strength whichallows them toprevail no Man. The Spirit will not and cannot be
The Mothers feel the anxiety imposed matter what circumstances may be, the destroyed. The Light of Truth will al-
upon the Daughters who carry on the Mothers decry the gestapo-like tactics ways glow. The Mothers shall continue
anndmanilh.'I‘ledmwit— they must constantly endure. The Nazis to give their Love bestowed to them
ness authority figures intimidate, hu- manipulated fear just as it is being used eternally by the almighty and Benevo- e
miliate, discount, exploit, abuse and in- today to vilify a People. With a slight lent Power of the Universe. { ).
carcerate the Children, who when very  change in perspective all of those who Peaches Haney hed
young must become so wise in order to have silently condoned current atroci- FrancesO’Halloran
survive the efforts to harm their Souls. ties will be able to open their eyes and Neighborhood Academy of
The Mothers see the bombs fall. The acknowledge the covert and systematic Learningand Awareness
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