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ENTERTAINMENT

White Chocolate gets to Heart of Racial Identity

Sizzling Romantic Thriller Examines Provocative Questions

How is racial identity determined?
By one’s physical characteristics?
Family lineage/ Or the leaning of
one’s heart? WHITE CHOCOLATE,
anexciting romantic thriller from first-
time novelist Elizabeth Atkins Bow-
man, takes readers into the world of
Taylor James, a beautiful biracial TV
reporter who looks white and seizes
an opportunity to use her looks in the
battle againstracism. While fighting
for her life, she’s caught in a sizzling
love triangle, forced to choose be-
tween her powerful white fiancé and
her biracial childhood sweetheart
This story gives a human dimension
to the hotly-contested 2000 Census
inwhich, for the first time, multiracial
people will have the option of check-
ing as many race boxes that apply, as
opposed to being forced to choose
Jjust one. And since the numbers of
biracial people are growing fast.

WHITE CHOCOLATE helpsto give
voice this growing - and often un
heard segment of society. “I wrote
WHITE CHOCOLATE to getpeople
thinking and talking - about identity,
loyalty, love and justice,” explains
Elizabeth who, like her heroine,
biracial

S
“This book is not only a
labor of love, but the fulfillment of a
longtime dream. A former reporter
who covered race-relations for The
Detroit News, Elizabeth did her thesis
on interracial people at Columbia
University's Graduate School of Jour-
nalism and has written several ar

ticles on the subject. “Chances are,
you know who's mixed,” Elizabeth
says. “And you can’t help but won-
der whatit’s like, what they really go
through. This isa hot issue...it"s still
tabo insome families. Get folks talk

ing about it, and the air will hum with
some pretty passionate debates.” But

Movie Review:

For Trekkies, bliss is aticket stub
away. For the rest of us, the occa-
sional watchers or the “l-never-
heard-of-the-show™ folks lost in a
time warp, the new Star Trek: Insur-
rection will be a ho-hum experience
_ that is neither dreadful nor invigo-
A iy rating.

: The story centers on the planet
Ba’ku and its 600 inhabitants, none
ofwhom are bald or wrinkled or fans

PRI | of Regis Philbin. How can this be?
0 A And why has the android Lieuten-
R antCommander Data (Brent Spiner),
'.":.' Corl who was doing a survey on this
e s lovely planet, suddenly gone raving

mad?

Well, it all has do with an unholy
alliance between the Federation and
the Son’a which is headed by the
evil Ru'afo (F. Murray Abraham)
Ru’afo wants to ship all the Ba'kus
off to another world and harness
their planet’s strange energy. Why
would the Federation agree to such
aninhumane planevenifitwilleven-
tually benefit the whole universe?

Upset, Captain Picard (Patrick

Stewart) argues: “If a planet of

people can be forcibly removed from

their world, destroying their way of
life, where does itend?”” Insome toy

store with hundreds of Star Trek
figurines for sale?

'his 1s little more than a generic
Star Trek plot with some expensive
special effects thrown in. Jonathan
Frakes, who plays Commander Wil
liam Riker here, as did in the TV
series, directs this feature as he acts

which is poorly. There is not an
interesting cameraangle, nota well
staged moment and just a few satis
fying performances. Patrick Stewart,
as anyone who's seen him act either
on stage or in films like Jeffrey can
attest, knows he can do no wrong

[he villainous Abraham is solidly
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A Christmas -

by Charles
Dickens

DECEMBER 1 — JANUARY 2

Cromon Pacilic

call for tickets

274-6588

Star. Trek Insurrection

hissable, and Donna Murphy as a
300-vear-old love interest is also
juite fine.But series regulars like
Cheryl Gates McFadden, Marina
Michael Dorn and even the often-
ilented LeVar Burton register just
ibove the cringe level. It's like
they’ve all enrolled in the
William Shatner School of Act-
ing. This is third-rate community
theater acted out on the big screen
And if you have never viewed a
Star Trek. you won’t know what the
hell is happening. All of the charac-

ters are written in shorthand
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Rogue Valley has
what it takes to
produce world

class Merlot...
Keep an eye on
Griffin Creek.”

~Wine Enthusiast

7

Run"u.- \fil"t'“

Seuthe ret d lrinon

1-(800)-
883-6063

T

iy 2 »

that’s not the only reason to enjoy = CHOCOLATE will surprise and de-
light you with a flavor all it's own.
Watch for Elizabeth’s next book,
DARK SECRET, comingin 1999.

l'oarrange aninterview with Eliza-
beth Atkins Bowman, call TaRessa
Stovall, 609/642-1702.

this provocative book. It's suspense-
filled plotand take-no-prisoners hero-
ine offer a fresh look at issues that
simmer beneath the surface of Ameni-
can life. Whether you know or won-
derwhatit’s like to be biracial, WHITE

SOFT GIRLS-HARD TALK!
Live Hot Party Line! Fun!
800-379-9829 $2.99/min
900-990-1045 $2.99/min

767-445-1225 inti LD 18+

Home Of
Pre-Paid Cellular

“Cellular for everyone else”

PAGERS
This Weeks Special
Activate any pager *1™ or
Purchase a Motorola Bravo Plus
w/1 vr service
onlvy $79.99

CELLULAR
This Weeks Special
Activate any phone
only $29.99 or
Purchase a Nokia 5190 w
FREE VOICE MAIL FREE CALLER ID
50 min. talk time and 2 dav bauery for life
only $124.99

< 7 GALORE PAGING

288-9180

v 3213 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
(M) moromoLa
We accept trades Se habla espanol www.galorepaging.com

Happy Kwaanza!

ONE Blessed 1999

503/284/2435
Fax/289-8906
1615 N.E.Killingsworth
Portland, Oregon97211

Musie-ime.

All cassette
singles $.99
All compact v
discs $1.99

THE NI AATINK

Kirk Franklin
Nu Nation
CD only 11.88

Walter Hawkins
Love Alive V
11.88 CD only

Trin-i-tee 5:7
CD only 11.88

Monifah
Mo 'Hogany
CD only 11.88

The Rugrts
Move S/T
11.88 CD only

Z-ac
Greatest Hits
CD only 11.88
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Mya

CD only 11.88 The Prince of

Egypt Inspirational
CD Only 11.88
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