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Attention Readers I
Please lake a minute to send us your comments. W e’re always trying to give you  
a better paper and we can't do it without your help. Tell us what you like and what 
needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We take 
criticism well.' Get your powerful pens out NOW  and address your letters to:

-------- u  3137. Portland. OR 9720L
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The Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. Manu
scripts and photographs should be clearly labeled and will be returned i f 
accompanied by a self addressed envelope. All created design display
ads become the sole property of the newspaper and cannot be used in 
other publications or personal usage without the written consent of the 
general manager, unless the client has purchased the composition of such 
ad. O 1996 THE PORTLAND OBSERVER. ALL RIGHTS RE
SERVED, REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITHOUT 
PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED.

The Portland Observer-Oregon’s Oldest Multicultural Publica
tio n -»  a member o f the National Newspaper Association-Founded in 
1885, ami The National Advertising Representative Amalgamated Pub- 
Hafcara, Inc, New York, NY, and The West Coast Black Publishers 
Association* Serving Portland and Vancouver. 

Subscribe to w  W o r tia n h  © b a n n e r
The Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for only $30.00 

per year. Please fill out, enclose check or money order, and mail to: 
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Zip-Code: _
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B y P rof. M ckinley  B urt 
It w as fam ed  A m erican

‘p o p ’ a r t is t  A ndy  W arh o l 
w ho su g g es ted  th a t e v e ry 
one is due “ 15 m in u tes  o f  
f a m e .” U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
A m erica  did  no t take th is ap 
p ro ach  to th a t e c le c tic  group 
o f  tho u san d s o f  b lack  in v en 
to rs  who gave the “ in d u s 
tr ia l  re v o lu t io n ” a sem in a l 
re a l i ty  - th ey  w ere  tru ly  a 
su is  g en e ris .

L ast w eek , ou r a s se r tio n  
th a t ‘h id in g ’ th e  c o n tr ib u 
tio n s  o f  th ese  tu rn -o f - th e -  
c e n tu r y  p io n e e r s  in  
A m e r ic a ’ s ( th e  w o r ld ’ s) 
te c h n o lo g y -  w as a form  o f  
g en o c id e  b ro u g h t som e o b 
je c t io n s  - b u t m uch, m uch 
m ore ag reem en t. W hat e lse , 
in d eed , can be th e  im p ac t o f  
ra is in g  fiv e  g e n e ra tio n  o f  
A m ericans w ith the cripp ling  
c u l tu r a l  d e te rm in a n t  th a t  
on ly  w hite  a c to rs  m ay com e 
on stage in the ro les  o f  m ajor 
in v en to rs , en g in eers  and sc i
e n tis ts .  L o st ro le  m o d e ls , 
m o t iv a t io n  a n d  c a r e e r  
ch o ice s .

O f c o u rse , we m ust a c 
kn o w led g e  the freq u en t and 
‘n o n - th re a te n in g ’ w a lk -o n  
p a rt g iven  to  G eorge  W ash 
in g to n  C a r v e r ,  th e  
T uskeegee “ peanu t m an” . He 
w as u s u a lly  d e s c r ib e d  in 
such  term s as a “ n a tu ra l g e 
n ius - a m an o f one w ith  God 
and the p lan ts  com m anded 
to  re v e a l th e ir  s e c re ts  o f  
m edicine  and n u tr i t io n .” But 
n ev e r, n ev er as the em in en t, 
in te lle c tu a l g ian t who had 
m aste red  the  te c h n ic a l p ro 
to co l w hich fo r w hite  p ra c ti
t io n e rs  is d e sc rib e d  as the 
“ S c ie n t i f ic  M e th o d ” - an 
‘A nglo  S ax o n ’ parad igm .

A nd so it is th a t each  su c 
ceed in g  g e n e ra tio n  o f  b lack  
y o u th  h as  b e e n  p r o g r e s 
sively  (and d e lib e ra te ly ) d is 
engaged  from  the tru th  and 
re a lity  o f h is ta len t, in te lle c t

and his p lace in G od’s schem e 
o f  th in g s . Yet we have those  
in the fie ld s  o f  ed u ca tio n , so 
c io lo g y  and urban  p lan n in g  
who knew  the co n seq u en ces , 
a c ru e l and o ften  fa ta l gam e - 
d ep riv in g  a p eo p le  o f  th e ir  
true  h is to ry , in c reas in g ly  d e 
v a lu in g  the cu rren cy  o f  h u 
m an w orth . B ehold!

M ario n  W rig h t E d elm an , 
d irec to r o f  the C h ild re n ’s D e
fense F und, puts
it q u ite  w ell ( I 
quo te  from  a new 
but w idely  - c ited  
book  by L onn ie  
Jack so n , O regon 
C o rre c tio n s , Sa- 
1 e m ; 
“ G a n g b u s t e r s :
S tra teg ie s  for P rev en tio n  and 
In te rv e n tio n )  or 1-800-222- 
5646.

“ N e v e r  b e f o r e  h a s  o u r  
co u n try  seen , or perm itted  the 
ep id em ic  o f  gangs and v io 
lence th a t is tu rn in g  our co m 
m u n itie s  in to  fea rfu l arm ed 
cam ps and sap p in g  the liv es  
and hopes o f  so m any o f  our 
ch ild ren ... N ever has A m erica 
p e rm itted  c h ild re n  to  re ly  on 
guns and gangs, ra th e r  th an  
p a re n ts  and n e ig h b o rs , fo r 
p r o t e c t io n  a n d  lo v e ,  o r 
p u sh ed  so m any in to  the tu 
m u ltu o u s seas o f  life  w ith o u t 
n u rtu r in g  fam ilie s  and  co m 
m u n itie s .”

U ndirected  and m isd irec ted  
you th  who have no idea o f  
who they  are or w hat they  can 
be - no m ore than  th e ir  p a r 
en ts  in m any cases . T his in 
v erted  pyram id  o f  so c ia l d eg 
ra d a tio n  re f le c ts  the  p re d ic 
tions o f no ted b lack  h is to rian , 
C a r te r  G. W o o d so n  ( “ T he

M ised u ca tio n  o f  the N eg ro ” ). 
T h is  trag ed y  is no t a re su lt o f  
M u rp h y ’s T h ird  Law : “ U n in 
ten d ed  C o n se q u e n c e s .” The 
d i s to r t io n s  and  o m is s io n s  
(an d  lie s )  have been  a d e l ib 
e r a t e  e c o n o m ic /c u l tu r a l  
w eapon .

In a re c e n t a r tic le  (1 1 /1 8 / 
98) H ugh B. P rice , p re s id e n t 
N a tio n a l U rban L eague d e 
sc r ib e d  an A m erica  th a t “ d e 

p e n d e d  fo r 
its p ro s p e r
ity  upon  the 
s to len  lab o r 
o f  i ts
s l a v e s . ” I 
n o te d  h e re  
s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  ag o

th a t Je ffe rso n  D av is , P re s i
d en t o f  the  C o n fed e racy  a t 
tem p ted  to p a ten t the in v e n 
tio n  o f  a s lav e  by the nam e o f 
T h o m a s ;  a p r o p e l l e r  th a t  
g re a tly  in c re a sed  the speed  
o f  b o a ts  (“ L ab o r” w as not all 
re g u la r ly  s to len ).

The ap p lica tio n  w as den ied  
on the b as is  th a t “ a slave has 
no r ig h ts  w hich  m ay be a c 
q u ired  at la w ,” and  as the 
C iv il W ar b e g in s , we find  
D avis in co rp o ra tin g  in to  “The 
C o n s ti tu tio n  O f The C o n fed 
e ra te  S ta te s  o f  A m eric a” , a 
P a ten t O ffice  (A rtic le  I, S ec 
tion  8, P aragraph  7 ,). It w ould 
be c e r ta in  th a t  the  m a s te r  
w ould  co n tro l the in v en tio n s  
o f  the d u m b ’ s lav es .

O b v io u s ly , an e sc a la tin g  
p rice  in su ffe rin g  and eco 
nom ic d e p r iv a tio n  is s t i ll  b e 
ing paid  by A frican  A m eri
cans - and in co n seq u en ce  o f 
th e ir  c a lc u la te d  tra v a il,  the 
‘e n t i r e ’ n a tio n  su ffe rs  huge

lo sses . It is d if f ic u lt  to  lis t  
a ll the o rig in a to rs  and d ire c 
to rs  to -d a te  o f  th is  trag ic  
p lay . We co u ld  beg in  w ith  
p la n ta tio n  ow ners who o b v i
o u s ly  n e v e r  f r e e d  t h e i r  
s lav es  ( te n a n t fa rm in g ) and 
D.W . G riffith s  infam ous p ro 
p ag an d a  m ov ie , “ B irth  o f  a 
N a tio n .”

T h e n , o f  c o u r s e ,  th e re  
w e re  th e  o v e r w h e lm in g  
m asses o f  E uropean  im m i
g ra n ts  w hom  c o rp o ra tio n s  
p lay ed  ag a in s t the ta le n te d  
b lack s  who had p roven  th e ir  
a b i l i t ie s  in tech n o lo g y  from  
in d u s tr ia l fa irs  to C o n g re s
s io n a l  R eco rd  and  P a te n t 
O f f ic e  - an d  m an y  o th e r  
b lack s  who had m ade th e ir  
m ark in sou thern  (w hite) u n i
v e r s i t i e s  b e f o r e  b e in g  
o u s ted  in a v ic io u s  b ack lash  
o f  v io len ce  and Jim  C row  
L aw s. The q u es tio n , to d ay , 
is , are our w ayw ard  y o u th , 
g an g b an g ers  re tr ie v a b le  for 
te ch n o lo g y ?

A n d  a g a in s t  th e  b a c k 
g ro u n d  o f  H o l ly w o o d ’ s 
d o w n g rad e  and c a r ic a tu re s  - 
see M ich ae l Jo rd a n ’s la te s t 
com m ent - we have m illio n s  
o f  b lack  you th  who have and 
are a tten d in g  a n e tw o rk  o f  
the n a t io n ’s sch o o ls  th a t are 
re a lly  no m ore than  “ farm  
te a m s” fo r the p ro fe ss io n a l 
sp o rts  team s and th e ir  su b 
s id ia ry  in d u s trie s  (the  new 
version  o f  “ Roman G ladiators 
- N o m ath , sc ien ce).

N ex t w eek . T o d ay ’s s tage 
for b lack  tech n o lo g y  and the 
econom ic and educational re 
a l i t ie s ;  the  gen iu s is s t i ll  
th e re , b u t it req u ires  su pport 
o f  the e n tire  com m unity .

Open Letter to Those
Concerned:

P o lice  C h ie f  C h arles  
Moose is entitled, in our 
opinion, to give voice to the the disturbance is something 
frustration he has been feel- that needs to be fully ad-
ing since some misguided dressed. But, no public ser-

sure that they know where 
to turn, and how to con- 

Yes, accountability o f the structively channel their own 
police for their response to frustrations.

Some have already spo
ken out in response to the 
C hief s comments, and mostIllg 311IW 3U11IV m io g u ru v v  —-- , --- <----------

citizens marched on his resi- vant or family member should remain supportive o f  the 
dence and disrespected him have to live in fear in their own Chi ef even though they may 

< yelling curses outside his home. have expressed di sappoint-
,me Some may not like the tone ment at his statements.
The Chief, who has given or the message that the C hief Because o f  the difficulty

so much to this city and to delivered at the City Council disseminating a complete
the Northeast Portland com- m eeting, but those things message through the media

‘ ‘ needed to be said, and he or in convening a forum in
needed a forum to express which information could be

______________ , him self. His comments may shared objectively and in a
has offered an apology to have been stated in anger but timely manner, this manner
the Chief and his wife for the it takes courage to speak your o f  expression has been se-

truth. And sometimes the truth lected by the undersigned,
is hard to hear. We acknowledge the cou-

Our next steps ought to be rageous leadership o f Chief
about continuing to develop Charles Moose. We respect

...___ -  • -©- relationships with the young that he has chosen North-
larly, yet continues to get up people who lacked judgement east Portland for his home,
each m orning w ith  service to and positive adult guidance, and join him in his efforts to
Portland on his mind. Over and ended up protesting at get more people proactively
many years he has provided the C hief s home. These youth involved in their community
courageous leadership o f the apparently were unaware that and their neighborhoods,

they had other options. I f  s
the job o f the adults to make

munity in particular, was left 
feeling vulnerable in his own 
home. No one responsible

irresponsible behavior. He 
has a right to feel frustrated 
and betrayed.

Our C hief o f  Police re
ceives death threats regu-

Bureau and moved it for
ward.

In the Spirit o f  Building 
Community,

-fl. 4

Our 
biggest 

advantage 
is being 

part of 
a big 

family
and understanding

the importance of sharing.

To us, being part of a big 
family means...

* Sharing responsibilities 
among only the most 
qualified, highly trained 
professionals...

♦Sharing ideas and 
programs to protect 
our children and 
benefit our 
neighborhoods...

♦Sharing resources 
with the families 
and communities 
we serve.

I

430N. Killingsworth Street 
Portland, Oregon 97217 

503/283/1976

’’ When the time 
comes to select a 

funeral home, 
please remember 

our total
commitment is to 

you.”

Complimentary videotapes and books are available on coping 
with grief.

Proud to be a member of the world's most experienced jMnilyoffiMigBl honies
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