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Starring: Denzel W ashington 
Im agine A rab terrorists are 

blowing up buses, movie theaters, 
and holding classroom s hostage in 
New York City. Anthony “Hub” 
Hubbard (Denzel Washington), the 
head o f  the Joint FBI/NYPD Ter­
rorism Task Force, w ith his stal­
wart crew, feels he can capture 
these thugs.

This viable story quickly be­
comes ridiculous and at times in­
comprehensible. W orst o f  all, it’s 
often borderline dull.

On the plus side, you do get to 
see D enzel’s “H ub” get a bloody 
nose during a speech and acciden­
tally wipe the blood onto the top o f  
his nose. He continues chatting. 
This was fun to watch and possibly 
even fun to act.

But The Siege neither delivers 
as an action film or as a thinking- 
m an’s time-waster. It’s ju s t there 

thudding on the screen, daring 
us to get out o f  our seats to get a
Butterfinger.

1*11 Be Home for 
Christmas

Starring: Jonathan Taylor
Thomas

The teen heart-th rob , best 
known from television’s Home Im­
provement, plays Jake, a college 
student who has a lot to learn about 
relationships. Jake has not been 
home for Christmas for the past 
couple o f  years. His father (Gary 
Cole, M ike Brady from the Brady 
Bunch films), bribes Jake w ith his 
1957 red Porsche to be home for 
dinner on Christmas Eve. Jake, 
being the m aterialistic person that 
he is, jum ps at the challenge.

A lthough the perform ances in 
this movie are not Earth shatter­
ing, teenage actors attem pting to 
portray college students will be 
acceptable for the young audience 
this movie will attract. B ut future 
college students m ay be surprised 
when they are finished with high 
school and they find out that uni 
versity life does not include lock­
ers and people being locked in 
them on a regular basis.lt does 
appear that Thom as has a bright 
future as the “cute boyfriend.” Un­
fortunately, under his tan skin and 
lovable smile, he does not seem to 
possess what it takes to be a sin­
cere dramatic actor.

O n the plus side, I ’ll Be Home 
For Christm as’ family scenario is 
quite realistic —  something not 
familiar in holiday movies.

Check Out These Box 
Office Hits:

•The Waterboy: Starring 
Adam Sandler

•The Wizard o f  Oz: Star­
ring Dorothy Dandridge

•Living O ut Loud: Star­
ring Oscar winner H olly  
Hunter & Danny Devito

(L-R) Carl, age 14; Bethany, 13; Lloyd, 11; and Kyle, 7. Are known as The Hot Shot Tap Dancers

sons from some cast members o f the 
show.

In the month o f March, the group 
opened at the Portland Saturday Mar­
ket. Also in March, the kids held two 
performances at the Tigard Library 
and had a ton o f  fun with the parents 
and young folks who attended. Mov­
ing on to April, the group traveled to 
Dallas, Oregon, to celebrate their 
grandparents’ Fiftieth Anniversary. 
They entertained the large crowd o f 
well-wishers and made their grand­
parents very proud, performing both 
gospel and big bands tunes. Next were 
three performances at the Salem Ag­
ricultural Festival at the State Fair­
grounds.

The month ofM ay had a sad change 
o f  plans. The Hot Shots were at the 
KPTV station, ready to do a live per­
formance to announce National Tap 
Day, when a news bulletin was re­
ceived that a boy had opened fire on 
students at his school in Eugene. The 
dance segment was pre-empted as 
everyone was caught up in the unfold­
ing tragic news.

In June, the group danced at open­
ing ceremonies for the Police Athletic 
League sports camp. Also performing 
were the Trailblazer Dancers. The 
Hot Shots also helped to celebrate the 
third anniversary o f the Walnut Park 
Retail Center in Northeast Portland.

July was a month on the road. The 
group traveled to the C orvallis/Benton 
County Library for two shows before 
very enthusiastic crowds, appeared 
back in Portland for Sands in the City, 
in Salem for two shows at the Salem 
Art Festival, and returned to Portland 
for the Maurice Lucas/Costco Sports 
Inv ita tional A uction B anquet at 
Legacy Emanuel Childrens’ Hospi­
tal, where they got a standing ovation 
and Dad got to talk with some familiar 
sports figures. But the month w asn’t

Portland is home to a group o f 
talented dancers, composed o f 
three brothers and a sister. There is 

Carl, age 14; Bethany, 13; Lloyd, 11; 
and Kyle, 7. They are known as The 
Hot Shot Tap Dancers, and are the 
children ofCharles (Randy) and Vicki 
Massey.

The Masseys live in Northeast Port­
land. The children attend Alameda 
Elementary, Beaumont Middle and 
Grant High Schools.

Carl and Bethany began taking tap, 
ballroom and jazz dancing when they 
were 8 and 6, respectively. They be­
gan performing on the sidewalk o f  
Portland Saturday Market at that time, 
taking with them only tap shoes and a 
boombox. The crowds they drew over­
flowed the sidewalk onto the MAX 
tracks, so the group was moved to the 
Skidm ore Fountain cobblestoned 
plaza. It’s difficult to tap dance on 
cobblestones, so Dad built a dance 
floor. That was hard to lug around, so 
Dad built a stage. Through the next 
six years, the group that began with a 
boombox has accumulated a 6x12 
portable raised outdoor stage, a 15x20 
sectional dance floor, and a self-con­
tained battery-operated sound system 
that will rattle the windows in any 
nearby building.

The Hot Shot Tap Dancers have 
been very busy this year. In January, 
they provided the wake-up-and-smell- 
the-coffee entertainment for Coldwell 
Banker’s annual awards breakfast held 
at the Portland Hilton Hotel. That was 
followed by a Black History assem­
bly at Madison High School. The 
touring company ofBring In Da Noise, 
Bring In The Funk provided excite­
ment for everyone in the family. Dad 
was on the outreach committee, and 
The Hot Shots entertained at the open­
ing reception. Dad and Mom attended 
the Gala Event and the kids took les-

EJrictce
Bruce  B ecV ar, an ex trao r 

d in a rily  g ifted  m u lti- in ­
s tru m en ta lis t and  co m p o ser, has 

ju s t re leased  his m ost m aste rfu l 
w ork to date: R iver o f  G old . On 
th is , h is 12th album , the m aste r 
g u ita ris t has reach ed  a new  p in ­
nac le o f  a rtis tic  ach iev em en t - in 
song w ritin g , m u sic ian sh ip  and 
p roduction  values. L is ten ers  w ill 
be sw ep t aw ay by  the a lb u m ’s 
flu id  g u ita r, m e lod ic  keyboards 
and sub tle  p e rc u ss iv e  accents.

In m any w ays, R iv er o f  G old  is 
a love le tte r  from  B ecV ar to  h is 
fiancée, A urora , g iv ing  the album  
a surprising  vu lnerab ility . In com ­
posing  m usic tha t ech o es h is ow n 
e x p e r ie n c e , B e c V a r  ta p s  in to  
som ething un iversal: the soul s tir­
ring  ex p e rien ce  o f  a love tha t 
opens the heart and  e lev a tes  the 
spirit. A nd the a lb u m ’s “N ew  A ge 
F u sio n ” sound  and g lim m er o f  
exo tic  voca ls m akes it a  na tu ra l 
for bo th  N ew  A ge and sm ooth  
ja z z  fans.

A seek e r and hea le r as w ell as 
an a r tis t, B ecV ar m akes music for 
its e ffec t on p e o p le ’s lives. L is­
te n e rs  re p o rt fee lin g  u p lif te d , 
soo thed  and jo y fu l on hearing  his 
m usic. “ In ten t is the m orta r,” says 
B ecV ar. “ M y a ttitu d e  an im ates 
the fin ish ed  p roduct as m uch as 
the m ateria ls  and sk ill I use. So I 
try  to  ach ieve and m ain ta in  a cen ­
te red  aw areness in m y w o rk .”

In th e  t ra d i t io n  o f  m u s ic a l 
p rod ig ies , B ecV ar reco rds p rim a­
rily  in h is  ow n custom  hom e s tu ­
dio, p lays a varie ty  o f  instrum ents, 
p roduces and en g in ee rs  all h is 
ow n album s. "D o ing  the eng ineer­
ing and p ro d u c tio n  is im portan t 
to  m e for a n um ber o f  reasons, b u t 
m ost o f  all, so  I can  m ake ce rta in  
the sound  I have in m y h ead  is 
w hat ev en tu a lly  ends up  on the 
CD . I like  to  pu t the  sam e love 
and a tten tio n  in to  p ro d u c tio n  tha t 
I do  in to  com p o sin g  and  p lay -

over yet.
The group entertained at four 

county fairs during July: Multnomah, 
Benton, Jackson and Polk. There was 
a lot o f traveling, a lot o f  hot weather, 
and a lot o f  uncertainty. But the end 
result was family time spent together, 
appreciative crowds and the making 
o f  many new friends.

The big event came in August, 
when the group performed at the Or­
egon State Fair. They were contracted 
to perform four one-half hour shows 
per day for all 12 days o f the Fair. The 
first two days were very hectic as the 
stage was moved a few times. The 
entertainment director and Fair staff I

were as helpful as possible and once 
they got the wrinkles ironed out, the 
shows went smoothly. Large audi­
ences ignored the 95 degree heat to 
watch and support the kids. The group 
agreed that the most complicated and 
grueling extended performance of 
their careers to date was a great suc­
cess.

In October, the Portland area Ital­
ian community gave the Hot Shots a 
standing ovation for theirperformance 
at the annual Columbus Day Celebra­
tion. Carl couldn’t attend because he

w as appearing  on  “G reat Day, 
America" in Los Angeles to promote 
the book he co-authored with a few 
other boys. The book is titled Boys 
Know It All, an will hit the bookstores 
in November.

During November and December, 
the Hot Shots will take some tap classes, 
concentrate on their school activities 
and develop new dance steps and rou­
tines . You can read more about them at 
their w ebsite, www.teleport.com / 
-hotshots/, or contact them by e-mail 
at hotshots@teleport.com.
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" /  had an 
innate knowin 
of the instrument,
almost any instru­

ment "

Bee V ar’s re la tionsh ip  w ith m u­
sic began  at an early  age. W hen 
he w as 8, he p icked  up h is fa th e r’s 
uku le le  and p rom ptly  began  p ro ­
ducing  chords and harm ony  on it. 
A t 9 , he p icked  up the guitar. “ I 
pu t m y ea r next to  it and began 
p lay in g , com posing . I had an a l­
m ost inna te  know ingness o f  the 
instrum ent, a lm ost any instrum ent 
- v io lin , ce llo , p ercu ss io n , re ­
co rder, flu te  and p iano . I rejected  
form al m usic train ing and I ’m glad 
fo r it. M y p ath  w as c lea rly  geared 
tow ard  the in tu itiv e  ap p ro ach .”

H is a ffin ity  for w oodw orking , 
com bined  w ith  h is love o f  m usic, 
n a tu ra lly  led B ecV ar to  the fine 
a rt o f  b u ild in g  in strum ents. At 
the age o f  11, he c ra fted  a d u lc i­
m er from  m a te ria ls  and  p lans 
g iven  to  him  by h is  fa ther, and by 
12 had b u ilt h is  f irs t acoustic  gu i­
tar. He su b seq u en tly  becam e ap­
p ren tice  to  the tow n gu ita r rep a ir­
m an, w ork ing  on  every th in g  from 
gu ita rs to  kazoos.
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WE RE SERIOUS ABOUT HAIR 

YOU SHOULD BE TOOL' 
BARBERING/STYLIST 

MATTHEW ©ARLINGTON 

WALK-INS WELCOME

And Coming Afcha:
Rugrats- Opening Nov. 

25th

Babe:Big City-Opens 
Nov. 25th

Psycho-Opens Dec 4th

Star Trek:Insurrection- 
Opens Dec 11th
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