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Portland's University Park Neighborhood in
conflict over Expanding Institution

CONTINUED FROM METRO

school’s growth boundary
further into the residential
neighborhood, and permis-
sion to install a new parking
facility on North Portsmouth
Street.

Kuffner says that four
years of operation have
shown where the plan isn’t
working, and needs updating.

In addition to the matter
of the neighborhood plan,
Butman fears that other is-
sues will be ignored by what
she sees as a single-issue
board with only short-term
interest in the community.
Kirchmeier says he has been
active in the neighborhood
for some time, and partici-
pated in tree plantings and
the Lombard Revitalization
project. However, Butman
says that Kirchmeier’s first
submission to Neighbors Be-
tween the Rivers, the penin-
sula-wide neighborhood
newsletter, has been three
public relations articles
about U.P.

Kuffner says he acted in
part because he saw the
association’'s energy level
dropping, with board vacan-
cies unfilled. “I remember
thinking, ‘This thing is ready
to dissolve,’” he says,
Butman vehemently denies
this, saying that there were
alternate candidates for ev-
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ery seat U.P. won.

The one point on which all
agree is that the takeover, by
itself, will not determine the
fate of the proposed amend-
ments. Neighborhood coordi-
nator Tom Griffin-Vilade
says, “It calls into question
the veracity of the neighbor-
hood association if its board
is so heavily weighted in fa-
vor of a single interest.”

Salvo adds, “If your neigh-

borhood isn’t really func-
tional anymore, you don’t re-
ally need it and can go around
2t

All very well, Solos says,
but neighborhood as-ocia-
tions get official notice of
hearings and city activities,
funds for printing and mail-
ing, and free appeals of lo-
cal land use decisions; all of
this, he says, is controlled
by U.P.
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Butman says, “We
could take (the associa-
tion) back, we could
from another group and
compete for city recog-
nition, but you know
what? I'm tired. I've re-
ally worked hard for
eight years and we're
right back where we
started. Most of us will
find some other sandbox
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