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ross - Continent funds and our home equity
Engineers was loan to meet our employ-
formed in 1989 ees' payrolls. In our expan-

;and serves clients in Or- sion phase in 1992-1995,
regon, Washington and in the we hired 26 employees.
IPhilippines. The firm 1s Normally, when you have

tunique because 1t was made contracts, you don’'t get
jpossible through the efforts paid upfront. There's a 60
(of a husband and wife team day turnaround before you
vwho are both engineers and get your money back. We

lhave over 25 years experi- had to meet the employ- nority is a plus, but you

cence in their chosen fields ees’ payroll first. We man- cannot bank on it all the 5549 NE 30th Av

.- c¢ivil, sanitary,chemical aged to survive through time. When you get a job, ‘ 2 ML . AV.
Portland, Oregon

jprocess and environmental proper management of rev-

cengineering. C2E offers enue and overhead ex-

Be prepared and plan prop-
erly. Do a good job because
a minority owned company
has to stand out more than
other big businesses because
we have a “smaller back-
bone” to rely on. If youdo a
good job with quality work,
people will seek you out.
Jun Lumapas: Being a mi

be sure vou can really do
it. ] encourage others to be
amember of OAME (Oregon
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sservices in project manage-  penses.
iment oversight, construc- We've expanded to the {ssociation of Minority En-
ttion management and in- Philippines. In 1994, we trepreneurs). Also, take ad- 5 .
sspection, design, environ- opened two offices in Ma- vantage of business loans MCMutph s A Ilance
imental studies and re- nila and Cebu. Their doing Teresita and Jun Lumapas, from local banks. And, have L—QL——
<search, regulatory compli- very well. This year, we've Asian business owners of Cross ¢, ith in the Lord
¢ance, quality assurance suffered some stagnancy Continent Engineers.
ccontrol, surveying and ac- because of the Asian cur- =
ttual construction rency devaluation. It has [ Ofttice (5()2} 287—55()4

How did your business halted some of the projects

get started? What could you have }"ll.\ (5()}} 287_8()];

Jun Lumapas: My parents done differently to expand
vwere business people. 1t your business? : e
vwas probably 1n my blood Jun and Teresita: We ' Dr. Bllly R. Flowers
tthat I wanted to be an en- could have used the help
ttrepreneur. Since ['ve been of agencies like Small Ch . o
iin the consulting business Business Administration ! L r “L)I:)I d("tor
ssince 1976. 1 know how 1t to save a lot of money and '
vworks. I started in a small create a sStrong business
. ffirm called Cooper and As- plan to start. We never had
<sociates and learned alot by a business plan with a set
vwatching how their business of goals. It would have
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: lhad grown. been easier if we had

A e R What were some of the sought some expert advice - .
. challenges you had faced from agencies that help ln()rl I-y
et e i that were unique to being minority businesses. We -
SRR o | A a also could have been more .
Ry Gt minority - owned busi- aggressive in marketing B y

riaie b 1] ness? and used a consultant for l/lkglneks Lq
".‘:"..; , Jun and Teresita: Some that.

R people thought we were Any advice for other
. ot . Uog ttrying to take advantage of minority-owned busi- -
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1 tnally got some jobs and did Teresita Lumapas: Don’t

‘:_ i ywell on them. We had to give up. There will always
‘ Portland, Oregon 97212
. land, Oregon /212 (503) 288-3233

[prm'eoursel\'m;mdlhal we be hurdles along the way.
ywere not just a minority

tbusiness in name but we
t have qualified people that
ccan do the job as expected
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