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Jefferson High School: Reconstruction EU
bv-Prof. M cK inley Blri

W e thought it w ould be uselul to
rem ind our readers that one o f  the best 
models in this country for success till 
inner city education  w as conceived 
and developed right here in Portland. 
W e w ere right, last week.

The “ N ational A ssocia tion  tor 
Schools o f  Excellence,” a concept o f  
Ron H erndon, the d irector o f  the 
A lbina M inisterial A lliance’s Head 
Start Program  at the time, convened 
the first session at G earhart, O regon 
in July, 1988. T w o dozen o f  the 
nation’s m ost successtu l principals at 
“turning bad  schools into high aca­
demic achievers” w ere ii> n lv e d  in
this developm ental pro«___

It is alm ost im possible to  describe 
the im pact o f  m eeting face-to-face 
with these academ ic all-stars, previ­
ously know n only through television 
and by glow ing m edia accounts. As I 
detailed last w eek, they are here, then 
and now, these gifted m inority  teach­
ers! W hy is it allegedly so difficult to 
find them that prolonged and expen­
sive searches alw ays seem  to be re­
quired? These adm inistrators had 
been hailed for strong leadership and 
staff developm ent, high expectations, 
com m unity support.

The privilege o f  being invited to

w itness the initial developm ent was 
followed on by turther strong im pres­
sions at the first annual meeting, No­
vem ber 11 & 12, 1989. A gain there 
was that rem arkable opportunity to 
exchange view points and experiences 
w ith the very best. M ore about "appro­
priate curriculum , clear vision and pa- 
n-ntal -upport." Are we seeing that 
approach in Portland ?

These are the kind o f  encounters 
that brings one’s expectation to the 
level o f  the education process as prac­
ticed not just talked about. Exactly 
w hat it is that is going on with Jefferson 
High School cannot be fully deter­
m ined in the first month o f  the school 
year. However, that facts calls for no 
relaxation o f  vigilance. And certainly, 
this com m unity shows no sign o f  that 
stance. R ather,‘Northeast’seems alert 
and suspicious and determined.

The Portland pow erstructure needs 
to fully understand that Portland’s m i­
norities are not helplessly isolated on a 
chain o f  plantations like blacks during 
another "R ECO N STR U CTIO N " pe­
riod after the Civil War. It is said that 
history repeats itself. Many blacks are 
ready to believe that upon seeing their 
hopes and aspirations o f  educational 
and econom ic equality dashed against 
the rocks o f  A m erican reality.

But the reality is that m inorities are 
coming m ore to understand how  im ­
portant netw orking and solidarity is to 
the process. Hiere is feedback and 
support form organizations and indi­
viduals like the ones w e ’ve described 
this week. And this sum m er I m et 
both black and w hite educators on 
vacation-brought here by com m unity 
people for their input, and not con­
trolled by the “ structure;” science, 
education, curriculum, administration. 
"W e” are learning.

It was suggested, and only half- 
jokm gly, that “ if  w e w ise up com ­
pletely it m ay not be necessary to have 
a special affirm ative action program  
for high school principals." It should 
be noted that the 1989 first annual 
conference o f  the "N ational A ssocia­
tion for Schools o f  Excellence” was 
followed by the huge second annual 
conference held here in October, 1990, 
172 principals and adm inistrators by 
that time. “N orthw est Regional Edu­
cation Laboratory” w as a co-sponsor. 
The successful process continues.

N ex t w eek: T he critical im por­
tance o f  ‘feeder sch o o ls’-T he S ci­
ence and T echno logy  arm  o f  the 
Je ffe rson  T rin ity  (H as C o n g ress  
h a lted  v isas fo r fo re ig n  te c h n i­
cians?). 

Big Sees Affirmative Action Showdown
Pointing to fraudulent and decep­

tive practices used in efforts to pass an 
anti-affirmative action law in W ash­
ington State, the president ofB lacks in 
Government (BIG) warned that plans 
are underway to use s lrrular prac ti ces in 
other states. O scar Eason, Jr. told 
delegates attending the 28th Annual 
congressional Black Caucus legisla­
tive Forum that “ if  they are successful 
in passing the law on the N ovem ber 3rd 
ballot, your state m ay be next.”

“Having failed to persuade the Con­
gress to pass an anti-affirmative action 
bill, they are now  concentrating on the 
states. They succeeded in California 
and have not been able to w in else­
where. N ow  they see the possibility o f

a  victory in W ashington State that could 
reinvigorate their campaign in other 
states,” Eason said.

Proposition 200 was placed on the 
ballot when the backer obtained the 
necessary signatures. LikeitsCalifomia 
prototype, it would prohibit states from 
considering race or gender in hiring, 
promotion, contracting, and other state 
business. Despite efforts in other states, 
only W ashington State has an anti-affir­
mative action initiative on the ballot in 
1998.

Eason,a resident ofSeattle, W A, said 
m any people who sign the petition were 
confused by language which gave the 
impression that it would expand rather 
than curtail affirmative action. Theimtia-

tive stated that “the state shall not 
discriminate against, o r grant prefer­
ential treatment, to any individual or 
group on the basis o f  race, sex, color, 
ethnicity, or national origin in the 
operationofpublic employment, pub­
lic education or public contracting. 
“This is an effort to conceal the true 
nature o f  the measure,” he said.

BIG has been a leader in the W ash­
ington State tight along with a  coali­
tion o f  civil rights, civic, and union 
organizations. Hie organization is 
composed o f  governm ent employ­
ees from federal, state, and local agen­
cies concerned with excellence in gov­
ernment through equality ofopportu- 
nity.

Portland Public S ch o o ls -n e w  
C hief F inancia l Officer

Jim  S cherz inger w ill b ecom e the 
new C h ie f  F inancial O ffice r for the 
Portland Public  S choo ls effec tive  
O ctober 1, 1998. A s C F  he w ill 
direct the financial opera tions o f  the 
D istrict and  be responsib le  for the 
accounting, budget, payro ll, pu rchas­
ing, in fo rm ation  serv ices and  w are­
house departm ents.

F o r  th e  p a s t  fo u r te e n  y e a rs ,
S cherzinger has served  as the D irec­
tor o f  the L egislative R evenue O ffice 
for the O regon  L eg isla tu re  w here he 
assisted the L eg isla tu re  in d eve lop ­
ing the current sta tew ide school fund­
ing system . H is o ffice  a lso  analyzes 
the revenue im pact o f  s ta te  funding 
allocations on  local schoo l budgets.
His estim ates are  heav ily  re lied  on in 
public po licy  d iscussions on  school 
funding in itia tive and  fo rm ula  based  
state a llocations.

Mr. S cherz inger w as b o m  and 
raised in Portland and graduated  form 
the U n iv e rs ity o fS a n ta C la ra in  1970 
w ith a degree in m athem atics . H e is 
currently P resident-elect o f  the W est­
ern S tate L eg isla tive  F isca l O fficers 
A ssociation.

S uperin tenden t B en C an ad a  said,
“ W e feel very  fo rtunate  tha t Jim  
S cherzinger has ag reed  to  jo in  us.
H is know ledge o f  schoo l funding  in 
O regon is sim ply  ex trao rd inary . M y 
conversations w ith  Jim  a lso  revealed  
to m e that he is eag e r to  jo in  our 
m anagem ent team  and help  us create 
a learning-centered , standards-based  
and accoun tab le  school d is tric t.”

You Can Now Find Us On The Web!!!! 
http:www.portlandobserver.net

Kindergarten survey shows 
preschool important

C h ild re n  w h o  a t te n d  fo rm a l 
p r e s c h o o l  a r e  m o r e  p r e p a r e d  
w h e n  th e y  e n te r  k in d e r g a r t e n  
th a n  th o s e  w i th  n o  p r e s c h o o l  
tr a in in g , a c c o rd in g  to  a  1997  s u r ­
v e y  o f  O r e g o n  k i n d e r g a r t e n  
te a c h e rs .

T h e  te a c h e r s  s a id  6 4 %  o f  th e  
c h i ld re n  w ith  p r e s c h o o l  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  a r r iv e d  in  k in d e rg a r te n  fu lly  
r e a d y  to  le a rn . H o w e v e r ,  5 1 %  o f  
th o s e  w h o  d id  n o t a t te n d  p r e ­
sc h o o l w e re  p r e p a r e d  to  le a rn , 
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  t e a c h e r ’s p e r ­
c e p tio n s .

T h e  te a c h e rs  s a id  s tu d e n ts  w ho  
e n te r e d  k in d e r g a r te n  la s t s c h o o l 
y e a r  w e re  le s s  r e a d y  to  le a rn  th a n  
c h i ld r e n  in  1 9 9 2 . T h ir ty -n in e  
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  te a c h e r s  s a id  s tu ­
d e n ts  a r r iv e d  le s s  r e a d y  to  le a rn  
th a n  th o s e  in  1 9 9 2 , 4 5 %  sa id  
re a d in e s s  w a s  a b o u t th e  s a m e , 
a n d  16%  s a id  c h i ld r e n  a r r iv e d  
m o re  p re p a re d .

“ T h is  s u r v e y  re in fo rc e s  w h a t 
w e  h a v e  b e e n  s a y in g  a ll  a lo n g ,” 
s a id  S ta te  S c h o o l S u p t. N o rm a  
P a u lu s . “ T h e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  a 
c h i l d ’s a c a d e m ic  s u c c e s s  s ta r ts  
a t b i r th  a n d  is  e n h a n c e d  b y  a 
p re s c h o o l  e x p e r ie n c e .”

“ T h e  s y s te m  g r in d s  d o w n  as  
m o re  c h i ld r e n  e n te r  o u r  p u b lic  
s c h o o ls  n o t  r e a d y  to  l e a r n ,”  sh e  
a d d e d . “ T h a t ’s w h y  it  is c r i t ic a l  
th a t  w e  m a k e  a  g re a te r  in v e s t ­
m e n t in  p r e s c h o o l  p ro g r a m s ."

T h is  s c h o o l  y e a r  a b o u t 4 7 %  o f  
th r e e  a n d  fo u r - y e a r - o ld s  fro m  
lo w - in c o m e  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  b e  
s e rv e d  b y  H e a d  S ta r t  a n d  th e  O r ­
e g o n  P re k in d e rg a r te n  P ro g ra m .

More than 800 teachers re­
sponded to the survey. “We are 
delighted that nearly two thirds 
o f our kindergarten teachers 
found our survey important 
enough to answer,” said Anita 
McClanahan, early childhood 
education coordinator for the

O re g o n  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a ­

tio n .
T h e  O re g o n  P ro g re s s  B o a rd , 

w h ic h  c o -s p o n s o re d  th e  s u rv e y , 
e s ta b l is h e d  s c h o o l r e a d in e s s  a s  a 
b e n c h m a rk  to  m e a s u re  O r e g o n ’s

q u a li ty  o f  l i fe . “ R e a d in e s s  fo r 
k in d e r g a r te n  is  a c r i t i c a l  b e n c h ­
m a rk , b e c a u s e  it h a s  a d o m in o  
e f f e c t  o n  m a n y  o th e r  m e a s u re s ,"  
sa id  J e f f r e y  T ry e n s ,  e x e c u t iv e  
d i r e c to r  o f  th e  P ro g re s s  B o a rd .

Cheif Financial Officer: Jim Scherzinger

Just think: tour son 
is b righ t, hea lthy 
and  h e a d e d  fo r  
college one day tou
love the direction your
career has taken. You're doing a lot of the things you planned 
and even a few you didn't. Living life to the fullest is easy when 
you have family behind you. American Family Insurance. Call 
and talk to one of our helpful, friendly agents. You'll find out 
why were consistently rated A+ (Superior) by A.M. Best, the 
insurance rating authority Then, go on. Dream. Plan. What you 
do next is up to you and we'll be here to help you.

u have family behind you.

All Your Protection Under One Roof. M W H H M  BtfSUfSS HfAiTH I IH

American Family Mutual Insurance Company and Subsidiaries, Madison, Wisconsin 53783-0001 wwwamfam.com
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