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Mandatory abuse reporters are 
legally required to report child 

abuse and neglect

O ctober 4 CPoeiry CReacfiny an J  33oo£ ô iy n in y  

£ y  DCecv y o r £  C ity  CPoet S u sa n  lo)£eefer

by G ary  W eeks
In Oregon and throughout the 

United States, m illions o f  public 
and private officials have been as­
signed the role o f  mandatory child 
abuse reporter.

But even with all these watch­
ful, protective eyes focused on our 
children, we still find this precious 
resource slipping from our hands.

In 1997, 12 o f  Oregon’s chil­
dren died from abuse and 22 from 
causes related to neglect. O f this 
past year’s 9,742 abuse victims, 
the largest single age group o f vic­
tims was younger than 1.

The children who are most likely 
to be abused are often the least 
able to reach out for help. That’s 
why laws require workers in cer­
tain occupations to report sus­
pected abuse or neglect to social 
service or law enforcement agen­
cies.

A lthough the State Office for 
Services to Children and Families 
is the agency officially charged 
with child protection, we have part­
ners who help the office discern 
prevent and alleviate harm. Teach­
ers, health professionals, police 
officers, day care providers and 
many others have mandatory re­
porting responsibility. Together, 
mandatory reporters accounted for 
73% o f  the 28,008 child-abuse re-

ports we received last year. Pro­
tecting children from harm must be 
a priority in every Oregon commu­
nity.

When parents cannot meet their 
children’s needs and protect them 
from harm, society has a respon­
sibility to intervene to protect the 
health and welfare o f the children.

It can be difficult to pick up the 
phone and report suspicions o f  ne­
glect or abuse. Such a call does not 
necessarily result in immediate re­
moval o f  children from their par­
ents, but begins a process o f  as­
sessment into their safety and se­
curity.

Oregon laws contain confiden­
tiality and liability protections for 
those who make reports in good 
faith. Your call could be the be­
ginning o f a helping process for 
children and families.

In addition to reporting sus­
pected abuse o f  children, our ethi­
cal responsibility extends to re­
porting suspected abuse o f  people 
who are elderly or dependent; o f  
people with mental illness or de­
velopmental disabilities who re­
ceive services from a community 
program or facility; and o f  resi­
dents o f  nursing homes and other 
health care facilities.

Various laws covering these 
populations offer differing defini-

tions o f  abuse. But there is a lot o f  
common ground. Certainly, any 
evidence o f  physical injury, ne­
glect, sexual or emotional abuse, 
or financial exploitation should be 
reported.

Ultimately, reporting suspected 
abuse or neglect is a societal re­
sponsibility. It is the right thing to 
do.

The following are contacts for 
more information about recogniz­
ing and reporting abuse:

•Suspected  child abuse: Local 
offices o f  the State Office for Ser­
vices to Children and Families;

•Suspected  abuse of the eld­
erly  o r those in nursing  hom es o r 
o th e r facilities: Anna M allard, 
Senior and Disabled Services Di­
v is io n , 5 0 3 -9 4 5 -5 9 7 9 , e -m ail 
anna.m allard@ state.or.us.;

•S uspected  abuse o f people 
w ith m ental illness o r develop­
m ental disabilities: Eva Kutas, 
Mental Health and Developmental 
Disability Services Division, 503- 
9 4 5 -9 4 9 1 , e -m a il
eva.kutas@ state.or.us;

•A ll of the above: G overnor’s 
A dvocacy  O ffice , 1-800-442- 
5238;

•You also will find useful infor­
mation at the Safe House link on 
the DHR w eb s ite  
(www.hr.state.or.us).

In her firs t P o rtlan d  a p p ea r­
ance, New Y ork  C ity  poet S u­
san W heeler w ill read  from  her 
work Sunday, O ctober 4, at 7:30 
pm at P o w e ll’s B ooksto re , 3723 
SE H aw thorn , P o rtlan d . The 
reading is free and open  to  the 
public. For fu rth er in fo rm ation , 
the public m ay ca ll P o w e ll’s 
B ookstore at 800-878-4323 .

H er firs t co lle c tio n , Bag 'o ’ 
D iam onds  (U n iv e rs ity  o f  G eo r­
gia Press, 1993), rece ive  the P o­
etry S ociety  o f  A m erica ’s first 
book aw ard and  was sh o rt lis ted  
for the Los A ngeles T im es book 
aw ard in poe try .

H er seco n d , S m o kes  (F o u r 
Way B ooks, 1998), was selec ted  
for the Four W ay B ooks A w ard 
by form er p o e t lau rea te  R obert 
H a ss /w h o  w ro te , in the b o o k ’s 
a fterw ord , tha t W h ee le r’s p o ­
etry  “ sets the tw o co n d itio n s o f  
poetry  at the  b eg inn ing  and the 
end o f  the cen tu ry  next to one 
an o th e r w ith  a k in d  o f  pu re  
g lee ...

I t ’s as i f  she took  an aspec t o f  
p o s tm o d e rn ism  back  th ro u g h  
A uden to its an ces tra l ro o ts  in 
Lew is C arro ll and E dw ard L ear 
and then leap t fo rw ard  again  to 
m ake new in v en tio n s o f  it in the 
d iso rien ted  p re se n t.” He c ites  
the opening  p o em ’s hom age to 
R obert F rost:

The g irls  are  d riftin g  in th e ir 
pony ta ils

and th e ir  p ig  iron  boat. So 
m uch for Sunday.

The dodo b ird s  are m aking  a
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Meyer Memorial Trust Grants Funds To 
Local Nonprofit Groups

The Meyer Memorial Trust hag an­
nounced 43 grant awards totaling 
$3,738,800 to nonprofit groups in Or- 
egen and ClarkCounty, Washington dur­
ing Augyst and September 1998.

The gnats included 20 awards in the 
Trust’s Small Giants program, designed 
toprovideasssstancetosmallprojectstiiai 
an of special importance to applicants, 
wlachanmcaraaitysmaBeroigarazations.

DOflRivari/eoDieLxBigaQnoiincea 
tharthenew grants brought the total funds

awarded to $125 million in the Trust's 
current fiscal year, which began April 1.

Since it began operating in 1982, the 
Meyer Trust hasprovidedmore than $209 
milliontotax-exemptgroupsjrioetiywithin 
the state of Oregon.Small Grants arc ap­
proved quarterly, while General Purpose 
awards arc made each month.

General purpose grants ranged from 
$10,000 to tire Alano Club ofPortland to 
replace the heating and cooling system in 
tire historic building that houses this sub-

stance abuse recovery program to 
$1,000,000 to help expand the I Have a 
Dream program to Forest Grove, provid­
ing the students with long-term academic, 
cultural, and social support so they will 
graduate from high school and continue 
with higher education or job training. Last 
year the Meyer Trust granted more than 
$23 million, andexpectstoawadasimilar 
amount this year, Craig saidThe Meyer 
Memorial Trust is not connected with 
Fred Meyer, Inc., the retail enterprise.

p e r s p e c t i v e s

by Prof. McKinley Burt
Last week, I reported the findings of die 

“Home Net” group of cyberspace industry 
giants: Intel, Hewlett Packard, Apple, etc. 
Theirtwo-yearstudyrevealedthat the ‘net’ 
(world wide web) was creating isolation, 
loneliness and depression in a number of 
People

But I also made noteofacounter move­
ment whose advice to ‘get-a-life’ is incor­
porated in the tide of a book I cited, “Min­
utes nt the Lead Pencil Club,” ed, Hill 
HendersonPushcartPress, 1996. Plaintive 
little protests are surfacing in many places, 
“enough already ofe-tnail, e-prints,e-jour- 
nabande-whatever-awaywiththatubiqui- 
tous vowel!"

An interesting cry from the wilderness 
comes from Evelyn Theiss, a writer for the 
Newhouse News Service. How long has it 
been smee you’ve had the following expe­
rience and thoroughly enjoyed it?

‘There in the mound of glossy catalogs 
and garish fliers, a glimpse of script on an 
envelope tefls you that there is a letter from 
a friend." Arethingsasbadasour columnist 
suggest»? “A dying art vanquished first by 
tie telephone, finished off by electronic 
mail” There’s that word!

We further have it that U.S. Postal

Records for the period between 1987 and 
1996shows a slight decrease m the number 
ofpersonal letters written- from2.7%of'the 
mailreceivedbyahouseholdto 1,7%ofthe 
mail received (and that was‘before’the e- 
mail explosion). If a giant solar flare 
interrupts all electronics, will we go back to 
pictographs on the walls of caves?

Again the“plamtrve”cnesforaretumto 
intimacy and sociability. But that day does 
not seem to be on the horizon, for it appears 
that we have a machine which will be 
powered by its own momentum until de­
railed.

Where and when did this information 
glut begin? We shudder that Marshall 
Mcljrhanmay havebeenrightagam,"The 
Medium is the Message."

While many who are ‘knowledgeable’ 
about thesystem will tell you that itall began 
in 1989whenTimBemers-Lee,aphysicist 
proposed a global ‘hypertext’ system that 
he named “World Wide Web,” his goal 
was to create universally accessible infor­
mation space for ‘all the world's citizens.' 
But initially it was adesigntocreate. search, 
and retrieve documents availabletoasmall 
group of scientists.

At the end of World War II, DR. 
VameavarBush,anelectncalengrneerand

vice president of the M&ssachustts Insti­
tute of Technology (MIT) looked around 
at die Wartime Office of Scientific Re­
search and Development where he super­
vised 6000 scientists, who had been apply­
ing the latest technology to modem war ­
fare.

This unique experience gave Dr. Bush 
a seminal insight into the possibility for a 
‘world-wide’ information conglomerate. 
“Instruments are at hand which, if devel­
oped property, will give man access to and 
ctiminandoverthe inherited knowledgeof 
theages”( Atlantic Monthly, summer 1945).

Here, over filly years ago, Dr. Bush was 
griping about the problem of information 
overload and the need of a process that 
gives people control over all that informa­
tion.

And, unbelievably, that early on he 
foresaw the need to create information 
“trails" that “linked" related texts and illus­
trations. the trails themselves could be 
storedandusedforfùturereference Clearly 
the concept o f  ‘hypertext" was bom m the 
summer of 1945.

Next week, I will return ustothemmutes 
ofthe“LeadPencil"people. Wewouldnot 
wish to be engulfed and swept away by a 
giant ‘tsunami ’ waveofinformationbefore 
we have the strength to endure.
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racket
to beat the band. You should  

have com e to.
H er poem s have appeared  in 

p u b lica tio n s such as The N ew  
Yorker, Paris Review  and Chain, 
and in six ed itio n s o f  The B est 
A m erican  P oetry  (S c rib n e r’s)- 
inc lud ing  th is  y e a r’s volum e, 
ed ited  by John  H ollander, as

well as the tenth anniversary  The 
B est o f  the  B est A m erican  P o ­
etry , ed ited  by H aro ld  Bloom  
and also  pub lished  in 1998. She 
is on the g raduate  facu lty  o f  the 
crea tive  w riting  program  at The 
New School for Social R esearch 
in New Y ork C ity , and has given 
read ings th roughou t the U .S ., 
C anada, and Europe.

We Are Tired Of Being 
Targets! 99

The fac ts  a re  a la rm in g . O ur 
co m m u n ity  is p ap e red  w ith  to ­
bacco  ads a im ed  at f ir s t  g ra d ­
e rs . C andy  a is le s  are  litte re d  
w ith  the P sy c h e d e lic  C am el. 
T he M arlb o ro  M an p ee rs  ru g ­
g ed ly  dow n on k in d e rg a r tn e rs  
in  the sch o o l bus. I s n ’t a n y ­
bo d y  do ing  an y th in g ?

T hanks to s tu d en ts  from  four 
M u l tn o m a h  C o u n ty  H ig h  
S ch o o ls , o u r co m m u n ity  w ill 
b ecom e aw are  o f  the dam ag in g  
e ffe c ts  o f  to b a c c o  a d v e rtis in g  
and  to b acco  sa le s  to m ino rs on 
o u r you th .

The s tu d e n ts  from  C o rb e tt, 
C e n t e n n i a l ,  M a r s h a l l  an d  
R o o s e v e l t  a re  jo in in g  w ith  
R ainbow  G as in St. J o h n ’s to 
sh a re  the re su lts  o f  th e ir  a n t i ­
to b acco  p ro g ram s w ith  p ress  
an d  c o m m u n ity  m em b ers  on 
S a tu rd a y , S e p te m b e r 19th at 
1:00 pm . T he young  p eo p le  
w ill d es ig n  and  d e liv e r  th e ir  
ow n p ress  c o n fe re n ce  and  w ill 
be p re se n tin g  at R ainbow  G as 
S ta tio n . O ur s tu d en ts  found 
from  th e ir  su rv ey s  th a t R ain-

bow  (a  d es ig n a te d  h is to ric a l 
landm ark  and  the f irs t gas s ta ­
tio n  in  the S t. J o h n ’s a rea) 
n ev e r se lls  to b acco  p ro d u c ts  to 
m ino rs, and does not accep t to ­
bacco  ad v e rtis in g .

The s tu d en ts  have c rea ted  a 
se t and w ritten  a sc rip t to  a id  
them  in p re sen tin g  fac ts  g a th ­
e red  d u rin g  th e ir  re ta ile r  v is ­
its . T hey  w ill re lea se  the p e r­
cen tage  o f  re ta ile r  in th e ir com ­
m un ities w illing  to sell tobacco  
to  m inors as w ell as the am ount 
and  p lacem en t o f  to b acco  a d ­
v e rtis in g . T hese d ed ica ted  and 
e n e rg e tic  h igh  sch o o le rs  have 
in v ited  E ric V id stran d , aka The 
B arfm an  and his B arfb o ro  van 
(a  van  p a in te d  to sp o o f  the 
M arlb o ro  van) to  jo in  them , as 
w ell as com m unity  lead ers , lo ­
ca l c e le b r it ie s , p a ren ts , te a c h ­
ers , and m em bers o f  the p ress .

W ho: S tudents form  C orbett, 
C e n te n n ia l ,  M a r s h a l l ,  a n d  
R o o se v e lt H igh  S ch o o ls  are 
jo in in g  w ith  the  o w n e rs  o f  
R ainbow  Gas

W hat: A P ress  C o n feren ce

d es ig n ed  to  re le a se  da ta  g a th ­
e re d  d u r in g  th e  O p e r a t io n  
S to re fro n t and  R ew ard  and R e­
m inder tobacco  p reven tion  p ro ­
gram s

W hen: S a tu rd ay , S e p ­
tem b er 19, 1:00 pm

W here: R ainbow  G as S ta ­
tio n , 8038 F essen d en  (in  the 
St. J o h n ’s n e ig h b o rh o o d )

W hy: To p ro te s t the am ount, 
p la c e m e n t, and  p rev a len ce  o f  
to b acco  a d v e rtis in g

To c e le b ra te  a r e ta ile r  b e ­
hav ing  re sp o n s ib ly  w ith  you th  
in m ind

To ed u ca te  o u r co m m u n ity  
abou t how  to b acco  ads a ffe c t 
ou r k ids

To save  as m any k ids as p o s ­
s ib le  form  to b acco  a d d ic tio n

V isu a ls : A se t d e s ig n e d  to 
show  w hat to b acco  a d v e rtis in g  
looks like  from a c h i ld ’s p o in t 
o f  v iew ; h ig h  sch o o l s tu d en ts  
p re se n tin g  the re su lts  in fron t 
o f  th e ir  se t in a sc r ip te d  form ; 
the B a rfb o ro  van p a in ted  in red 
a n d  w h i te  to  s p o o f  th e  
M arlbo ro  van.

O Ghetto Rise
Soaps, Body Oils and Botions

We feature Cha* Fud products which are the finest on the 
market. In addition we carry LyzZ. body oil. Excellent after 

shower or bath!
Special Offer! * Hygiene Pack 

3 bars African Black Soap (3.5 oz. each)
3 bars sandalwood soap (4.75g)
$30+$5 shipping and handling

"Through the manufacturing and distribution o f  our own products, we can begin to 
achieve economic self-sufficiency. Only then will we be able to provide jobs fo r  our own 
people and improve the quality o f  life. We hold the key to our own salvation through the 

control o f  our buying power"

-Minister Louis Farrakhan
WWW.Ghettorise.com, P.O. box 11851 Portland, Oregon97211, PH#503-288-5409.

We accept Credit Cards!
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