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Y2K Problem, (Millennium Computer Bug)

bv W illiam  (B ill) T ixtmer
W hat does President C linton, 

Monica Lewinski and the Y2K prob­
lem (year 2000) have in common? 
Both are two subjects you are tired o f 
hearing about but neither will go away.

We live in a superficial looking for 
quick and easy answers. There are no 
easy answers for the Y2K problem, in 
fact there are no answers to date.
Our entire society is based on a profit 
to exist policy. Truth often becomes 
subjective, complex and difficult to 
ascertain, the following is the year 
2000 problem in common everyday 
language: It seems that folks who 
programmed computers several years 
ago worried little about the coming of 
the new century. This is how it hap­
pened. A computer program will ask 
the person keying in information for a 
date, like your date o f birth. To save 
space in the computer’s memory, a 
programmer would write a set o f  in­
structions controlling the computer that 
would allow the person at the terminal 
to just type in the last two digits. The 
program would assume that the first ot 
the year would be 19. back in the 
1980’s, this was nothing to worry abut, 
but now it is a huge problem.Take the 
case o f a child bom  on Jan. 1,2000, in

T h e  V illage H angs T ough: A t H o m e and A broad
by P rof. M cK inley B urt

M o s t  r e a d e r s  s e e m e d
p le a s e d  w ith  m y  fa r ra n g in g  
a n a ly s e s  o f  th e  “ v i l la g e ” c o n ­
c e p t as w e kn o w  it  to d a y .

A d m itte d ly , a n u m b e r  fo u n d  
th is  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  u rb a n  l i f e ­
s ty le  to  be te r ra  in c o g n ita  ( f o r ­
e ig n  la n d ). B u t o n ly  a t f ir s t ,  
th e  c u r ta in  ro se  q u ic k ly .

O f  c o u rs e , i t  w as  a t o th e r  
t im e s  a n d  in  o th e r  p la c e s  th a t  I 
a n d  m a n y  o th e r  w r i te r s  a c ro s s  
th e  c o u n try  z e ro e d  in  on  ‘u r ­
b a n  r e n e w a l/r e m o v a l’ a n d  th e  
in e v ita b le  so c ia l a n d  e c o n o m ic  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  A f r i c a n  
A m e r ic a n s  in  th e  in n e r -c i t ie s .

T o d a y , m o s t o f  th e  s to ry  h as  
b ee n  to ld , b u t th e re  is l i t t le  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  th o s e  w h o  
c le a r ly  p e rc e iv e d  th e  d e c lin e  
o f  in n e r  c i ty  la n d s c a p e s .

I sa id  “ m o s t o f  th e  s to r y ,” 
s p e a k in g  in  th e  v e n u e  o f  th a t 
te le v is io n  s e r ie s  w h ic h  a lw a y s  
a d v ise d  v ie w e rs , “ n o w  fo r  th e  
r e s t  o f  th e  s to r y .”

In  P o r tla n d , a s  in  o th e r  c i t ­
ie s , th e  ‘o th e r  sh o e  d id  d r o p ’- 
fo llo w in g  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f

Touches Every Facet Of Life
a hospital that has not fixed its com­
puter problem. A hospital employee 
tries to key in the infant’s record, so 
everyone can keep track o f  the child, 
insurance can be billed, the baby can 
be worked into the feeding schedule, 
etc., the hospital computer will take 
only the last two digits for their birth 
year. When “00” is punched in. the 
computer treats the year as 1900 and 
goes haywire: the mlant is 100 years 
old... Why does this 100 year old per­
son weigh 6 pounds and 2 ounces.’ No 
information about this patient can be 
entered until this mess is straighten 
out.

You may ask why should you care 
about all this? Here is why you should 
care: every walk o f  your life is touched 
by computers. Your retirement mon­
ies, your (40IK) Plan and such are 
more than likely invested in some form 
or combination with stocks and bonds 
and with various financial institutions. 
A test simulating trading on Wall Street 
around the start o f year 2000 showed 
that some firms with the best resources 
to overcome year 2000problems could 
not handle the transactions smoothly. 
Those computers that are not fixed 
may not be able to sort dates, calculate 
transactions, and perform other opera-

th e  W illia m s  A v e n u e  p r in c ip a l  
b la c k  b u s in e s s  d is t r ic t ,  th e re  
f o l lo w e d  th e  f u r th e r  s o c ia l  
in c o h e re n c y  p ro d u c e d  by  the 
E m an u e l H o sp ita l/fe d e ra l ‘ Tay­
lo r  A c t’ d e v a s ta t io n  ( th e  b es t 
la id  p la n s  o f  m ic e  an d  p h y s i­
c ia n s ) .

N o n e e d  to  re p e a t  th a t  d re a ry  
ta le  fo r  n o w , th e  g r a n d o is e  
p la n n e r ’s sc h e m e  th a t w as to  
w ip e  o u t e v e n  m o re  o f  th e  A fr i­
ca n  A m e r ic a n  “ v i l la g e ”

- fe l l  f la t  in^fcjggaJ o f  r e p la c ­
in g  a n o th e r  th ird  o f  th e  n o r th ­
e a s t v illa g e  w ith  “ fo rw a rd - lo o k ­
in g ” h ig h  r ise  g e n tr i f ic a t io n  and 
u p sc a le  la t te  c o m m e rc ia l s ite s ,  
n e i th e r  o f  w h ich  the  o r ig in a l  
re s id e n ts  c o u ld  a ffo rd .

H o w ev er, m any  a c re s  o f  v a lu ­
ab le  c e n tra l c i ty  p ro p e r ty  w ere  
re m o v e d  fro m  c ity  tax  ro lls  fo r 
y ea rs , an  ab a n d o n ed  su b -c ity  in ­
h a b i te d  b y  r a ts ,  v e rm in  an d  
d ru g p u sh e rs . the  u g ly  v is ta  w as 
lik e  a p a n o ra m a  o f  w a r - to rn  
B o sn ia .

T he tru e  s to ry  has  n e v e r  b ee n  
to ld , b u t w e do  k n o w  th a t  the  
h o sp ita l co m p lex  w as b a ile d  ou t

tions.
The security industry is expected to 

spend between 5 and 6 billion dollars 
through 1999 to fix the bug. When the 
year 2000 bug hits many systems will 
turn information into gibberish, bank 
ledgers, credit card information, busi­
ness records are among those. Eleva­
tors, assembly lines and other ma­
chines may shut down, unable to com­
prehend the new date.

C u t o f f  a m a jo r lin k  to  
communicationfor instance power, fi­
nance, telecommunications, medical 
devices, transportation— even for a 
few days the complications are stag­
gering.

The airline industry promises planes 
will not fall out o f  the sky; however, 
radar and air traffic control admittedly 
still have glitches.

The Y2K problem is a global peril. 
Even if  the United States fixes its 
problem the rest o f  the world is far 
behind. In Japan, the world second 
most computerized nation, their finan­
cial institutions are running far behind 
the United States in trying to solve the 
problem. Venezula’s, an oil produc­
ing country, has not even begun exam­
ining its computers to assess what 
repairs are needed.

b y  th e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t.
B u t a n u m b e r  h a v e  a sk e d , 

“ w e r e n ’ t th e  p r e s s in g  h e a lth  
n e e d s  o f  th e  ‘v i l l a g e ’ a p p a re n t 
from  the  b e g in n in g ?

T h a t is th e  u rg e n t n e e d  fo r  a 
‘v il la g e  tra u m a  c e n te r ’ fo r  a 
c o n v e n ie n t lo c a tio n  to  d ia g n o se  
and  tre a t th o se  p a th o lo g ie s  w ith  
a h ig h  e th n ic  in c id e n c e

- d ia b e te s ,  h ig h  b lo o d  p r e s ­
su re , k id n e y  d is e a se , s ic k le -c e ll  
a n e m ia ? ”

H o w e v e r , a r e m a in in g  v i l ­
la g e r  m ig h t a s k , “ i s n ’t it p o s ­
s ib le  th a t a ‘ th ird  s h o e ’ m ig h t 
b e  re a d y  to  d ro p ?

J u s t w h a t ro u te  is th e  N o rth -  
so u th  leg  o f  th is  o m n ip re s e n t,  
lig h t ra il m o n s te r  g o in g  to  ta k e?

Ju s t w h o se  h o m e s , s tre e ts -  
o f -d re a m s  a n d  v i l la g e s  w ill  be 
d e v o u re d  th is  tim e  b y  th e  s u b ­
s i d i z e d ,  $ 7 .8 5  a p a s s e n g e r
m o n te rs?

Ju s t th o u g h t 1 w o u ld  m e n tio n  
a few  p e r t in e n t  fa c ts  o f  l ife .  I 
k n o w  th a t  m a n y  re a d e rs  w ere  
s t i l l  in te n s e ly  in te r e s te d  in  th e  
v e ry  s p e c ia l  a m e n it ie s  th a t  s ti ll  
e x is t  in  th e  re m a in in g  A fr ic a n

A survey o f 113 countries by the 
U S. State Department found that tele­
communication companies in 33 coun­
tries were having problems with year 
2000 fix and that 29 others were un­
aware o f  or had not begun to address 
the problem.

Many U S. government departments 
are lagging behind with their solution to 
the problem. The social security de­
partment is doing a credible job; how­
ever, the Justice Department and the 
B ureau o f  P rison  are  hav ing  
problems.To compound the problem 
tiirther, the insurance industry has asked 
regulators for permission to exclude 
businesses’ year 2000 loses from their 
commercial liability policies.The in­
surance service office, a company that 
helps insurers deal with regulatory is­
sues. Has received permission from 46 
states for insurance companies to deny 
year 2000 claims.

Alaska, Maine, Massachusetts and 
Texas are the four remaining states. 
They are considering granting the same 
permission.We lialf-read and half-lis­
ten, coming away with half-informa­
tion. It is a safe bet the Y2K problem 
will not be solved in its entirely before 
year 2000 and that it will touch some 
part o f  your life.

A m e r ic a n  n e ig h b o rh o o d s .
S ta n d in g  o u t is  th e  d e s c r ip ­

tio n  o f  “ the  s c h o o l ro o m  as an  
e x te n s io n  o f  th e  h o m e .”

D e f in ite ly  a ‘v i l l a g e ’ c o n ­
ce p t as w as the n e ig h b o r ’s s te rn  
an d  w e lc o m e  in te r a c t io n  w ith  
o n e ’s o w n  c h i ld re n  as  w e ll as 
h e r  ow n .

A n d  o h , th e y  do  le a rn  from  
us d o n ’t th e y , M a ria n  W rig h t 
E d e lm an ?

E v en  P re s id e n t’s w iv es  h av e  
lo o k e d  a t o u r  s t r e n g th s  an d  
c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  A fr ic a n  is 
r ig h t  a t h o m e an d  a b ro a d .

I t d o e s  in d e e d  “ ta k e  a w h o le  
v il la g e  to  ra is e  a c h i ld .” w as 
th a t a f f irm e d  on  th e  “ m il l io n ” 
m a rc h e s?

H ow  m an y  o f  y o u  n o tic e d  in  
th e  d e ta i l s  o f  th a t  h o r r ib le  
b o m b in g  in  N a iro b i ,  K en y a , 
how  m a n y  o f  th e  v ic tim s  w ere  
th e  so le  su p p o r t o f  a s  m a n y  as 
a d o z e n  k in  b a c k  a t th e  v i l ­
la g e ?

O r how  m a n y  o f  th e  s ta f f  
w ere  p a y in g  fo r  th e  e d u c a t io n  
o f  s ix  o r  se v e n  s ib l in g s ?

Recovery is an 
Important Step for 

Oregonians
by Barbara C imaglio

The w ord “recovery” is used a 
lot by people who w ork in the field 
o f  drug and alcohol prevention and 
treatment. It’s a w ord we hop many 
o f  the nearly 318,000 Oregonians 
with drug or alcohol problem s leam  
more about.

Recovery is a difficult term to 
understand and use correctly, be­
cause people who have used alco­
hol, tobacco or other drugs are never 
fully recovered, w hether they’ve 
been through treatment once or sev­
eral times. They m ay use drugs 
again, and may go through treat­
m ent several times. A t best, they 
can be described as “recovering” or 
“in recovery,” but never “recov­
ered.” The point is that their lives 
can slow ly improve.

Septem ber is N ational Alcohol 
and D rug  A dd ic tion  R ecovery  
M onth, a tim e to focus attention on 
the recovery process and the ben­
efits o f  treatm ent. It’s also a time to 
celebrate the trem endous successes 
o f  individuals who are recovering 
and recognize those in the field o f  
alcohol and drug prevention and 
treatm ent w ho have dedicated their 
lives to helping others in need. A 
large percentage o f  people stop 
drinking or using drugs following 
treatment.

A ddiction can be m anaged, but 
not cured. U nderstanding that ad­
diction is a chronic, relapse in dis­
order is an important step in helping 
ourselves and others either not start 
abusing drugs and alcohol or stop 
abusing them.

The danger and temptation o f us­
ing again is there for the rest o f the 
person’s life. Recovery is a process, 
a never-ending struggle against pow­
erful physical addictions. The mind 
and body never completely forget 
how good those cigarettes taste or 
how troubles seem to melt away with 
a couple o f  glasses o f  wine or bottles 
o f  beer, or a few pills.

In the past 20 years, medical
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science has made extraordinary 
strides in learning about drug and 
alcohol abuse and the nature o f  ad­
diction. Scientists have identified 
the neural circuits that include the 
actions o f  known drugs o f  abuse, 
and the com mon pathways that are 
affected by most drugs.

Scientist have a substantial un­
derstanding o f  the biochemistry o f 
drug use at the cellular level. They 
are making progress developing 
anti-addiction medications. Today 
we are applying this good medical 
research and hard science to our 
prevention and treatment efforts.

Our latest statewide survey shows 
that almost 318,000 o f  O regon’s 
3.2 million residents abuse or are 
dependent on alcohol or drugs, and 
we estimate that 20% ot those with 
problem s will seek treatment. O f 
those 20% , up to one-third, or 
21,000, will "enter recovery” from 
their addictions.

W e’re working hard to get as 
many people as possible into treat­
ment. W e know treatment works. 
People who have had any treatment 
have few er crim inal problem s, 
higher incomes, and a better chance 
o f  succeeding in their jobs and rela­
tionships. Also, for every dollar 
spent on treatment, Oregon research 
shows that society saves $5.60 in 
reduced crime, medical, public as­
sistance and other costs.

September is also a time when 
m ost O regon students return to 
school. Education is one o f  the key 
weapons in our fight against abuse 
and addic tion. And that means edu­
cation o f  students, teachers, par­
ents. employers and employees, and 
anyone who might come in contact 
w ith someone who is using or ex­
posed to drugs or alcohol. In other 
words, all ofus.H elp is available for 
those who need it. I f  you or some­
one you know needs help, please 
call one o f  these organizations the 
Oregon Partnership toll-free, 1-800- 
923-HEI.P (4357).

Play our new Scratch-it
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Business
Association
Hosts City 

Council
The results o f the up-coming city 

council election could have significant 
impact on the Northeast Portland com­
munity. The chosen candidate will play 
a significant role in setting policy and 
making decisions on how the city will 
grow jobs, improve transportation and 
continue economic development within 
the central part of the city.

The North-Northeast Business Asso­
ciation has invited former county com­
missioners Tanya Collier and Dan 
Sal tzman, the two candidates for the city 
council position, to present their goals 
and visions for Northeast Portland. The 
NE Portland community is a strategic 
part o f the city, especially Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard. Their views for the
area will be crucial for business owners to

hear.
The candidates will speak at the N- 

NEBA quarterly Membership I nncheon 
Forum on Thursday, September 10 at 
Kaiser Pemanente Town Hall, 3704 N 
Interstate Avenue. Scheduled from 11 30 
am to 1:00 pm, the cost is $12.50 per 
person.

The Membership Luncheon Forum is 
held quarterly (except during 4 th quarter 
and is a n opportunity for business own­
ers to network and obtain information 
vital to their growth and development, 
those interested in attending the lun­
cheon forum or obtaining membership 
information may call the Association 
office at 284-3093.

Potato
Chips

Potato Chips
13.25 to 14-oz.
Assorted Varieties. Limit 2.
SAVE up to $2.98 on 2

Safeway Club Pnce

Oregon 
Sweet Com
Yellow and White.
SAVE up to 
$1.30 on 10

Safeway Club Price

SAFEWAY
FOOD & DRUG

Look For Your 

Safeway Weekly 
Shopping Guide

In Your Oregonian FOODday 

in the Portland Metro Area 

...and save more shopping 

at Safeway

Visit Safewaÿs Web site at 
www.safeway.com

Now the savings are in the Card!

BeefT-Bone Steak *>88
Vaki Pack 4 steaks or more. .
SAVE up to $2.11 lb. |A lb.
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