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More Students Meet High 
Academic Standards

A Renewed Commitment to the 
Community, Le^al an J  Political Aff airs

Higher math scores lifted the percent­
ages o f  students meeting Oregon’s new 
academic standards, according to results o f 
1998 state tests in reading, math and writ­

ing.
Percentages o f  students tested who met 

state standards inreading, math and wnting 
climbed in the three grades 
w te e  all three subjects were 
tested. Thirty percent o f the
5th graders met the start- œ  
dards, up from 18 percent, 
and 30 percent o f  the 8th —  
graders passed, up from 19 a 
percent. Twenty percent o f 
the 10th graders met the œ  
standards, up from 13 per- 
cent —
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that students are climbing 1 1 ’*
uptheacademicladder,” saidStateSchools reachmiddfeschooLMyrnessagetoschooLs 

SuptNormaPaulus.'Tapplaudmath teach­
ers and others who have made a differ­

ence.’

test
However, only 23 percent o f  the 10th 

graders were enrolled in Algebra 2 or 
higher.

“M y message to parents," said Paulus, 
“is to insist that your children are given 
challenging math courses by the time they
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Paulus said there is a  simple formula to 
increasing student achievement "All stu­
dents should get the exposure to challeng­
ing math that our top students are currently 

getting."
To illustrate herpoint Paulus noted that 

10thgraders enroUedinhightvmathcixrrses
were much more successful on the state 
math tests.

For instance, 71 percent o f  those taking 
Algebra 2 or higher passed the math test 
compared to only 9 percent who were 
enrolled in Algebra 1. Thirty-nine percent 
o f  those enrolled in Geometry passed the

is to see that all students take and succeed in 
high-level math classes.”

While there was a  2 percent gain o f  1 Oth 
graders passing the math multiplechoice 
test, there wasa22 percent gain on the math 
problem solving test “Schools and teach­
ers emphasized the importance o f solving 
complex problems,” said Paulus, "and it 
shows in our results.”

The percentage o f 10th graders who 
passed the reading and writing tests each 

dropped 1 percent
Science was tested fbrthefirsttime since 

the State Board ofTducahon adopted con- 
tentstandards. Performance levels have not 
been set for science.

Beginning thcsschoolyear, 10th graders

who pass state reading, math and writing 
tests and meet local requirements will earn 
a Certificate o f  Initial Mastery.

Paulus saidstate tests are thebest indica­
tor that student achievement is improving. 
“But we have other major yardsticks that 
show gains.”

Oregon learned 
in June that its 8th 
graders in 1997 
scored above na­
tional and interna­
tional averages on 
science and math 
tests conducted by 
the Third Interna 
tionalMathematics 
and Science Study. 
In feet, o f  the 41 
international par­

ticipants, only Singapore scored signifi­
cantly higher in science and only eight 
countries scores significantly higherinmath.

Oregon 8th graders in 1996scored well 
above national averages on math and sci­
ence tests given by the National Assess­
ment o f  Educational Progress.

Last week the American College Testing 
Program announced that Oregon’s 1998 
graduates scored higher than the previous 
clæsonthecollegeentrance tests. SAT scores 
are expected soon. For seven straight yeais, 
Oregon has led 23 states which had at least 40 
percent o f their students take the SAT.

Schools and districts have their results. 
Scores are posted on the Oregon Depart­
m en t o f  E duca tion ’s w eb page 
(www.ode.state.or.us).
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B ruce S am so n  b ecam e  th e  new  
G enera l C o u n se l an d  E x e c u tiv e  d i­
rec to r fo r P u b lic  A ffa irs  fo r the 
P o rtlan d  P u b lic  S ch o o ls . It is a 
new  p o s i t io n  th a t w ill  in c lu d e  
dealing  w ith  lega l m a tte rs  fo r the 
d is tric t as w ell as in te rg o v e rn m e n ­
tal re la tio n s. H e  w ill a lso  m an ag e  
the P ub lic  In fo rm a tio n  O ffic e , the 
B oard  O ffic e  an d  a  n ew ly  c re a te d , 
vo lu n teer o m b u d sm an .

S am so n ’s a p p o in tm e n t w as  a n ­
nounced  b y  In te rim  S u p e rin te n ­
den t D ian a  S n o w d en . H e ’ll b eg an  
h is w ork  w ith  the d is tr ic t o n  A u ­
gust 1st.

B ruce S am so n  h as e x te n s iv e  e x ­
p erien ce  w ith  p o li tic a l a ffa irs  and  
c re a t in g  p a r tn e r s h ip s  w ith  th e  
co m m un ity . H e w as m o s t re c e n tly  
the Sr. V ice  P re s id e n t o f  P ub lic  
A ffa irs  an d  G e n e ra l C o u n se l for 
N o rth w est N a tu ra l. H is  le a d e r­
sh ip  as p a s t p re s id e n t o f  th e  P o r t­
la n d  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  
b ro u g h t b u s in e ss  g ro u p s  in to  the 
schoo ls  an d  h e lp e d  c o o rd in a te  an 
e ffo rt in  S a lem  sh o w in g  th e  c lea r 
link  b e tw e e n  g o o d  so lid  sch o o ls  
and  eco n o m ic  v ita lity . Bruce Samsonmomie vitality. Ulul-C _____________

C L A S S IC A L  E D U C A T IO N

’’The Journey From Home To School 
A Mother’s Perspective

BYM  iT at o n th e  b ack  p o rch  th is ev en in g , s ip p in g  a cup  o f  tea , I beg an  no tic ing  the changes o f  the season . T he  w ind  

w as tu rn ing  ch ill and  the su n  w as b eg in n in g  to  set a  little  earlie r. I w as rem inded  tha t m y nephew s w ou ld  soon  be 
re tu rn ing  to  schoo l and  F all w as on  th e  w ay. A s I d rew  on  m y sw eat sh irt and  w andered  th rough  the garden , thoug  
back  to  m y so n ’s first day  o f  schoo l and  how  anx ious I w as to  let h im  go. I rem em ber th ink ing  how  fast he w as grow ing  

up H e w a s n 't  a  to d d le r anym ore . A lread y  he  w as m ak ing  friends in the n e ighbo rhood  and  b eg in n in g  the gradual 
sh ift from  fam ily  focus to p ee r focus. It w as d ifficu lt to  re lax  tha t first day  as I said  g o od -bye  in th e  c lassroom  and

re leased  h im  in to  the ca re  o f  h is  new  teacher. . ___ .
1 p ic tu red  m y s e lf  w an d erin g  th ro u g h  the em p ty  house  try in g  to  relax  and  d is trac t m y se lf  w ith  ch o res  and  p ro jec ts  

I tw a s s u c h a lu x u r y  to  h av e  tim e  o n  m y  h an d s b u t re lax a tio n  d id n ’t com e easy . I ’d b een  u sed  to  being ;hyper v ig ilan t 
one eye on  m y son  w h ile  co o k in g  o r c lean in g , p illow  forts in  the liv ing  room  and  w alks to  the park  w h en  the w ea th e r

w as n ice. B eing  an  on ly  ch ild , I w as the en te r ta in m en t co m m ittee  as w ell. u  i
I t ’s in te restin g  to  n o te  h o w  o u r so c ie ty  m arks the p ass in g  o f  tim e by  the beg in n in g  and  end ing  o f  each  schoo  year. 

W e p lan  o u r vaca tio n s a ro u n d  th is tim e and , once  w e ’ve go tten  in to  the rhy thm  o f  schoo l, w e look  fo rw ard , as 
m o thers, to  the en d  o f  sum m er. W e h ave  tim e  to ou rse lv es as o u r ch ild ren  ven tu re  o f f  to  earn , m ake new  friends 
and  b eco m e  soc ia l c rea tu res . S choo l b eco m es a ritua l, p ro v id in g  a sense o f  stab ility , fam iliarity  and  com m m unt y 
connec tion . It a lso  beco m es a rite  o f  p assag e  no t on ly  fo r ou r ch ild ren  bu t fo r ou rse lves as nu rte re rs  and  careg ivers. 
W e are n eed ed  a little  less each  y e a r as o u r ch ild ren  tes t th e ir w ings and  learn  how  to  th in k  for them se lves. I f  w e ve
done  o u r jo b  rig h t, w e end  up  w o rk in g  ou rse lv es o u t o f  a jo b  (o r at least a  full tim e one).

I ’m  aw are  o f  la te , h ow  m ore  and  m ore  fa thers a re  sho u ld erin g  the resp o n sib ility  and  m ov ing  in to  the ro le  o f full 
tim e careg iver. M y  son , w ho  has ch o sen  to  be  th e  m ain  careg iver, strugg les w ith  m any  o f  the sam e issues o f  paren ting

H e  ̂ n u r tu r in g  and  re sp o n sib le  w ith  h is ch ild ; m y g randdaugh ter. I get calls fo r ad v ice  on  hom e rem ed ies  how  

to trea t a  fev e r o r  su g g es tio n s  o n  h ow  to  dea l w ith  ce rta in  behav io rs. It rem inds m e that I am  fo rem ost and  a lw ays 
a  m other. T h a t I w ill a lw ay s h av e  a  p lace  in  m y so n ’s life is re a ssu ring  as I m ove be tw een  the ro les  o f  m o th er and  

grandm other.
Soon, m y  son  w ill be  faced  w ith  his d au g h te r’s first day o f  

school. A s I see the bo n d  be tw een  them  grow , I know  this day 
w ill no t be  easy. A nd  as th is schoo l year d raw s close, a  new  
generation  o f  paren ts (m others and  fathers) w ill be faced  w ith 
the sam e fear and  anx ie ty  o f  separa tion  that I w en t through.

A s the ritu a l o f  schoo l co n tin u es  each  year, w e get to 
experience  new  levels o f  sep a ra tio n  from  nu rsery  schoo l and 
k indergarten  to  g rad e  sch o o l, m id d le  sch o o l, h igh  schoo l 
and  co llege . A s o u r  ch ild ren  g row , separa te  in to  ind iv iduals 
and  leam  m ore  and  m ore  ab o u t the w o rld  a ro u n d  them , w e 
as paren ts , leam  m ore  an d  m ore  ab o u t o u rse lves and  our 
ro les  w ith  o u r ch ild ren . E ach  sch o o l y ea r b eg in s to take on 
a new  level o f  m ean ing . A s a w om an , w ife , m o th er and 
g randm other, I look  fo rw ard  to  e ach  new  year.

W ynne  B oy lan , C  A D C II, is a chem ica l d ependence  coun ­
se lo r in  the P o rtlan d /V an co u v er a rea  w ho  w orks w ith  in d i­
v idua ls w ho  are  in reco v ery , in  tran s itio n  o r d ev e lop ing  their 

sp iritua lity .  .
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ST. MICHAEL'S LUTHERAN 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
6700 NE 29” and DEKUM
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YEAR OLDS MEET TUESDAYS 
AND WEDNESDAYS

YEAR OLDS MEET MONDAYS, 
WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CALL 282-0000 OR 281-2026 
QUALITY EDUCATION IN A 
CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT

Total Digestive Care
“30 Day Miracle” Works!

Dangerous poisons, hile. fattv acids, heavy metals, additives m d  chemi- 
cakcan build up in your body like “toxic sludge.” After years of accumu* H i  
lation, this sludge can clog your organs and blood stream, damage and even 
destroy your body’s cells, weaken your body’s defenses and literally steal 
away your health - opening the door to disease and illnesses. 30 supply of 
TDC powder and two special reports for ONLY $39.00plus $4.50 s/h. Total 
$43.50 (plus any applicable sales taxes)

Created by Dr. Jack Watkins.Try it. Money back guarantee. You 
’ risk nothing. Call or write today:

MCR Health Care
P.O. Box 11208 

Portland, Oregon 97211 
Toll free 1(800) 935-6240

by Douglas W ilson
Classical learning is called “classi­

cal” because future leaders have been 
trained in its m ethods for centuries. In 
fact, some parts o f  the classical curricu­
lum have been around for millennia.

Classical learning follows a particu­
lar pattern called the Trivium  - which 
consists o f  gram m ar, dialectic, and 
rhetoric. The students leam  the gram- 
mar ofeach subject (that subject’s “par­
ticulars”). They then leam  dialectic, or 
the relationaships ofthese particulars to 
one another, and then go on to leam 
rhetoric. That is, they leam  how  to 
express w hat they have gained in an 
effective and coherent fashion. The 
purpose o f  following this pattern is not 
to teach the student everything there is 
to know, but rather to establish in the 
student a  habit o f  m ind w hich instinc­
tively know s how  to leam  new  material 
when the formal schooling process is 
only a feint memory. The student is not 
so much taught w hat to think, he is 
shown how  to think.

As D orothy Sayers, author o f  the 
“Lord W im sy” m ysteries and a  friend 
ofC.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, points 
out in her fam ous essay, “T he Lost 
Tools o f  Learning,” the three stages o f  
the Trivium m atch the developm ental 
stages o f  grow ing children quite nicely. 
The very great value o f  this m ethod is 
that it provides a rigorous education 
suited to basic human nature and tested 
over centuries, rather than one devel­
oped from the theories o f  educational 

faddists.
A nother significant part o f  the value 

o f  classical instruction is that it teaches 
students the rigors o f  logical analysis. 
W e desperately need to train people to 
recognize it, so that som eone might 
take it away. In short, w e need more

epistemological garbage men. This re­
q u ire s  tra in in g  in  log ic  and  the 
apologetics o f  worldview  thinking. 
Classical education supplies this in a 
w ay not seen elsewhere.

Third, the student learns that our cul­
ture and civilization is an outgrowth o f

the classical, medieval, and reformation 
world. M odem  students must leam that 
our culture was not purchased for them 
by their parents at the mall. As C.S. 
Lewis pointed out, by reading old books 
the student is protected against some o f  
the sillier mistakes o f  modernity.

THE JOYCE 
O N

Memorial Scholarship Fund in care of Bank of America.
Your support will be truly appreciated.

Call your local Bank o f America for more information.
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FREE
SCREENINGS 
FOR VISION 
AND SCHOOL

Children depend on a healthy visual system and good eye health. 
As a community service, the Pacific University College of Op­

tometry Northeast Eye Center is again offering free vision screenings 
for infants, pre-schoolers, school-age children, and adults— just in 
time for the school year.

Screenings provide information that is important In evaluating 
visual clarity, eye health, and eye coordination. Eye doctors stress 
the importance of regular vision care for children prior to or early in 
the school year.

Screenings take about 30 minutes and are offered during week­
ends, evenings and regular business hours.

As a special service, from now through October community mem­
bers may receive a $25 fee reduction on vision examinations and 25 
percent off most eyewear in our Optical Shop.

TO  S C H E D U L E  F R E E  S C R E E N IN G S  A N D  
F O R  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  P L E A S E  C A L L

148-3811
PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

NORTHEAST EYE CENTER 
5329 N.E. MLK Jr. Blwl., Portland 

(Comer ol MLK Jr. Blvd. and NE Kllllngtworth)

http://www.ode.state.or.us

