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Attention Readers!
Please take a minute to send us your comments. We're always tryingto give you
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and
what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We
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take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters
ditor. Reader Response, P.O. Bo Pg R 9 8.
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BY ProF. MCKINLEY BURT
Since I closed last week’s article
with a ‘page-image’ from Herman
Melville's classic, “Moby Dick”
(“like a painted ship, upon a painted
sea”), I thought, why not draw again

Melville engraves a permanent
place in the readers mind and in the

adventure.

Had this gifted writer so very early
on developed a ‘literary virtual real-
ity?" *...the salty lick and lap of the
sea, at the foot of every cross-town
street?”

Can you not hear, see, and smell
the reality of this New England town.
The word-artist has left an indelible
imprintonareceptive mind; a master
craftsman has painted a word-pic-
ture that the reader may recall and
enjoy forever. This is why there are

those ofus who indict today’s educa-
tion system for failure to equip so
many children with adequate reading
skills; intellectually starved.

Of course, we have it on good
authority that ‘Homer,’ the famed

admiring listeners transcribed poems
like the “Illiad” onto parchment

for conveying a written message; in
the third grade we wrote horizontal
messages on long strips of paper,
such that they could be wound be-
tween two sticks-gradually reveal-
ing the entire message by winding or
unwinding the sticks.

We, like the Greeks, called this
“scrolling,” and interestingly, the
technique of retrieving stoned infor-
mation in your computer isstill called
“scrolling.” Of course, that is a ver-
tical process as opposed to horizon-

tal: but as early as 1979 | had a
handheld Texas Instrument calcula-
tor on which one could horizontally
scroll an almost infinite number of
decimal places. I was never sure of
the accuracy.

them. Clay tablets of legal codes
became “codexes” which could be

shapes and sizes.

Our author provides us withmuch
of the history of ‘books’ in the an-
cient world of Greece, Rome, and
Mesoptamia(Middle East-Iran, Iraq).
The Egyptian development centers
around the fairly ‘late’ developments
at the famous library at Alexandria.

Manguel skirts the seminal contri-
butions of the Africans and obvi-
ously, begins his story with the con-
ventional European treatment. Thus,
you will not find commentary on the

famed “‘Rosetta Stone” whose paral-
lel inscriptions in three languages
permitted modern man to learn of the
wonders and grandeur of ancient
Egypt: Hierogliphic, Demotic and
Greek texts.

Charles Washington Mark Washington from the poetic prose he used to  Greek bard was illiterate, though, as Manguel goes on to recite an in- But then again this book is not
Publisher & Editor Distsribution Manager describe the pursuit of ‘The Great  Alberta Manguel tells us in his “His- ~ formative and fascinating story of  about the particular technical or cul-
Gary Ann Taylor Larry J. Jackson, Sr. White Whale?’ tory of Reading” (Viking, 1996), his thedevelopmentofbooksaswe know tural contributions of mankindovera

long-time line of ‘recorded’ history.
But, instead, is about the devices and

G[:i:j“‘:]’g’;:“; (l;aph:?l l:)"‘S_h‘ ‘history of reading‘-when he bljings scrol]s-2.4 inthe particularcase. They ~ hand-held. Papyrus was too brittleto  techniques that various peoples and
R Seege one’s ear to interact with his visual  were distributed throughout all  be folded into booklets, but parch-  organizations used to record and pass

Contributing Writers: dcscﬁptionofmepon city from which  known lands.' ; : . ment orvellum (animal skins) could  on information about the world as
" Captain Ahab launched his ill-fated A “scroll” is an interesting device ~ be cut or folded into all sorts of  they knew it; religious, secular, sci-

entific and philosophical.

You will be inspired to read fur-
ther, inspired to follow up the many
little gems of knowledge that have
been revealed.

But I think that most important of
all, you will be highly motivated to
join the current drive to raise the
reading levels of our school children.

“Phonics™ is ‘where its at’ and
where it has always been. They must
not be deprived of the great gift of
literacy.

MidnightTrain to Georgia

There are a little more than
nine weeks remaining until the
congressional midterm elections-
a little more than nine weeks until
we can send Newt Gingrich on a
midnight train to Georgia as just
another congressman.

The Democratic Party only
needs a net gain of eleven seats in
the House to regain the majority.
If we look past the trauma in the
White House and focus on the

This opportunity out to moti-
vate African Americans to turn
our to vote in record numbers.

Key Races Needed to Take

termine the winner and the direc-
tion of the next Congress.
AL-3: Dem challenger Joe

NC-8: Dem challenger Mike
Taylor faces a GOP incumbent in
a district that is more than 25%

RA/INBOWPUSH

Turnham faces a GOP incumbent
who won less than 51% of the

faces a tough challenge.

IN-10: Rep. Julia Carson (D)
faces a tough challenge in a dis-
trict that is more than 27% Afri-

African American.
NV-1: Dem challenger Shelley

umns have been written in recent
weeks suggesting that there is
about to be a shift in black politi-

ever, evidence of gradual erosion
of support has surfaced in recent
years.

African American voters are
not a monolith that will blindly
support Democrats regardless
their message.

If Democrats are to earn African
American votes, they must address
fundamental issues like choosing to
improve our public schools rather
than acqulescing to GOP plans for
private school vouchers for only a

needs of the other 100 million

. households in this country, we  votes in his '96 election victory.  Berkley or Clay Baty will face a  few students.

o : SUBSCRIBE TO mhe ﬁurtlanh Bhbserver can do it. ! The district is nearly 25% Afri- GOP incumbent who won less than Pray for Congressman and
i The Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for only $30.00 Unprecedented Opportunity ~ can American. 51% of the votes in his '96 elec-  Sandi Jackson

R per year. Please fill out, enclose check or money order, and mail to: for African Americans AR-4: Dem challenger Judy tion victory. As you may have heard, last
e SUBSCRIPTIONS If Democrats regain control of ~ Smith faces a GOP incumbent OH-1: Dem challenger week Mrs. Jackson was hospital-
Tue PorTLAND OBSERVER; PO Box 3137 the Congress, three of the most ~ whose campaign is being man-  Roxanne Qualls faces a GOP in-  ized due to complications form
_:;I PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 powerful House committee chair-  aged by former Christian Coali-  cumbentin adistrict thatis nearly  her pregnancy. Saturday evening,
A Name: persons will be African Ameri-  tion Exec. Dir. Ralph Reed. The  28% black. the Jackson's pre-term baby boy

RS L e R R R R cans: district is nearly 25% African TX-14: Dem challenger Loy  was delivered and died a short
) City, State: By £ *Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY)- American. Sneary faces a GOP incumbent in time later,

e Zip-Code: P T o Ways and Means. CA-27: Dem challenger Barry  a district that is more than 20% Rev. Jackson, sons Jonathan
RS0 HpATT *Rep. John Conyers (D-MI)- Gordon faces a GOP incumbent  African American and more than  and Yusef, and Cong. Jackson’s
) TuANK You For READING THE PORTLAND OBSERVER Judiciary. who won less than 51% of the  20% Hispanic. pastor Rev. James Meeks of Sa-
8 R *Rep. William Clay (D-MO)-  votes in his "96 election victory. Democrats Must Not Take lem Baptist Church in Chicago

o o Education and Workforce. IL-17: Rep. Lane Evans (D)  Black Voters For Granted flew to Utah to be with Jesse Jr.

s 0N A number of newspaper col-  and Sandi who had been in Utah

attending a conference on youth
leadership.
The Rainbow/Push family

BY MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN : _ .
. : : Back the House: can American. cal loyalty away from the Demo- would like to than Sen. Orrin
mx:nmym:::eb‘?ml:g :::t:ln:e Prﬁ:mii;nwdh;::ls:nm$ The following list includes KY-3: Dem challenger Chris  cratic Party. Hal;h for f?cilitating.lhe J.ack‘son
; consider like shelter, food, clothing, Wmly from absent fathers) some of the most important races ~ Gorman faces a GOP incumbent Since the 1960’s, Democrats famlly‘s trip to Utah in this diffi-
& ' mdmw is ensured by the Child Support En- this year in which African Ameri- who won less than 51% of the have consistently won about 80- cult time. IPlease keep Jesse Jr.
Sometimes there’s room for a few forcement program. Also cut out of can voters have the power to de-  votes in her 96 election victory.  90% or more of black votes. How- and Sandi in your prayers.
451 Juxuries. If you have children, they  ournational budget by this proposal is
i usually take up a large part of every  $2.7 billion for the Eamed Income
YT category, and you probably make sure Tax Credit (EITC) for working fami-
VR they have shoes and school clothes liesand $2.4 billion in funding for the
that fit before you look at the state of  Social Services Block Grant.
s your own closet, and their nutritional
vgfy needs come before your extra cup of In these time of budget surpluses,
A coffee in the momning or the slice of ~ we should not be taking funds away
A pizza at lunch. from our children and most vulnerable
Well, our country has children,and  citizens. We should be providing
some people don’t think they should health care coverage for every unin-
take up much room in the budget. sured child, ensuring high-quality, af-
They're at it again, those folks who  fordable child care for working fami-
supposedly represent us in Congress. lies, increasing training and employ-
The Budget Resolution passed by the  ment opportunities for parents who
U.S. House of Representatives calls want and need to work, and increasing
for cutting national spending. We all support for children with disabilities
know what it's like to cut spending and those at risk of or already in foster
when we need to, but in most families  care.
children are the last to feel the cuts. If The Senate and the House will be
this Budget Resolution becomes law, appointing acommittee to look at their
children will be the first to feel it. budget proposals and vote on a final
We cheered last year when Con- budget that will be sent to the Presi-
gup.dndthe?ruidmtligned dent for signature. It’s not too late to
into law the State Children’s Health stop their unfair treatment of children
Insurance Program (CHIP), provid-  and working families.
ing $48 billion over the next 10 years Write or call your Representative
to ensure health coverage for 5 of the and Senators and tell them that you
11 million uninsured children in this don't balance your budget by cutting
country. Now the House proposes to out things your children need, land
slash $12 billion form this program. It you don’t want them to do that either.
also proposes to jeopardize the health Remind them that an election is com-
of the nearly 20 million low-income ing up in November, and that you vote
children who depend upon Medicaid.  for people who put children first.
“Unspecified cuts” in income secu- Contactthematthe U.S. Senate, Wash-
rity programs—$10 billion worth—  ington, DC 20510,and the U.S. House
services  of Representatives, Washington DC
for some of our most vulnerable popu- 20515, or call 202-224-3121 and ask
lations. If they go through, we can for the office of your Representative
: expect to see deep cuts in programs  Of Senators.
for children with disabilities Make them listen and make them
 under the Security In-  understand that you Stand for Chil-
i ‘come Program (SSI), children in the  dren.
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