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Mark McGwire, Count'em For Homerun #53!
PITTSBU RG H —M ark McGwire 

is hitting home runs so fast, h e ’s 
rewriting history with alm ost every 
prodigious swing o f  his bat.

M cGwire hit his 53rd hom er —  
moments after Sammy Sosa hit No. 50 
in Chicago —  to becom e the first 
National Leaguer to hit that many in 
49 years Sunday as St. Louis lost 4-3 
to the Pittsburgh Pirates.

McGwire became just the third NL 
player to hit as many as 53 homers in 
a season, joining the P ira tes’ Ralph 
Kiner (54 in 1949) and the Chicago 
Cubs ’ Hack Wilson, who hit a league- 
record 56 homers in 1930.

McGwire, who broke Babe R uth’s 
record for homers over three con
secutive seasons with a tape-m ea
sure homer Saturday, hit a  2-2 pitch 
from Ricardo Rincon deep into the 
left-field seats with two outs in the 
eighth inning.

The high drive initially looked like 
it might reach the seldom -reached 
upper deck, and the estim ate o f  393 
feet seemed to be w ay off.

McGwire ’ s sixth homer in five day s 
left him eight short o f  tying Roger 
M aris’ record o f  61 in 1961 with 32 
games to play, and it rated him  the 
rarest o f  ovations —  a curtain call on 
the road.

“They kept clapping for about a

M oon W ins debut for Seahaw ks
So that’s what was missing. 
Inconsistent and not quite convinc

ing in their first three preseason games, 
the Seattle Seahawks were none of the 
former and a whole lot o f the latter in 
Saturday night’s preseason trashing of 
the Arizona Cardinals in Tempe, where 
the temperature at kickoff was 106 de
grees.

The reason: Warren Moon, who was 
almost as hot as the weather.

Making his summer debut after miss- 
ing 25 days in a contract holdout Moon,
41. made this quarterbacking stufflook a 
lot like the old line about riding abicycle.

Moon completed 8 o f 15 passes for 202 
yards, including TD strikes of55 yards to 
James McKmght and 69 yards to Joey 
Galloway as the Seahawks rolled up 31 
first-halfpoints.

What gives? This game can’t be as 
easy as Moon makes it look, can it?

“I don’t know if it’s easy, but it’s 
natural forme,” Moon said. “Ijust look at 
it as being natural. Those (six) practices 
this week really helped me as far as getting 
my sliarpness back and seeing things 
that you need to see. When you recog
nize the things you need to see, then your 
natural ability is going to take over."

His best throw was one even his 
teammates didn’tthinkMwn could make. 
It was the 69-yarder to Galloway, who 
blew past Cardinals free safety Kwamie 
Lassiter and comeiback J.J. McCleskey.

“Isaw Joey takeoffandl thought, ‘Oh 
man. Joey’s just outrun another quarter
b ac k .g u a rd  Pete Kendall said. “There 
aren’tmany in the league whocan get him 
that ball, but Warren did. He hit Joey in
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minute, so I ducked my head out and 
gave them a wave,” M cGwire said. “I 
hope the Pirates d idn’t mind. 1 wish 
everybody in baseball could feel the 
reception I’m getting.”

McGwire acknowledged after hit
ting his 50th last week he has a legiti
mate shot at baseball’s most storied 
record, but he wishes people would 
quit conceding it to him.

“I ’m not close to it yet,” he said. 
“ It’s a long ways away.”

Still, Pirates starter Jason Schmidt 
says every opposing pitcher realizes 
he might soon be in the record books, 
too.

“ Jon L ieber and I were talking about 
that,” Schmidt said. “W e’re part o f  
history. This will be with us for the 
rest o f our lives, but I don’t care. H e’s 
such a great guy, everybody is ex
cited.”

Except the fans who bought tick
ets for Monday afternoon’s game in 
Pittsburgh. McGwire plans to take 
the day off, the second game he would 
skip o ff in a four-day span.

McGwire said the day offhas been 
planned for a week, and he probably 
will skip only one more game the rest 
o f  the season.

“We get together and rate w hat’s 
happening at the time, how the games 
are going, what the weather’s like, all

Warren Moon

stride."
It just goes to show that Moon —  

evenat41 .especially at41 — isnotjust 
another quarterback.

‘ ‘ That pass was Exhibit9,000, right 
there,” Kendall said....

With Moon finally in camp and 
picking up where he left off during his 
record-setting season last year, the 
only decision is whetherFriesz orKitna 
is No. 2.

that sniff,” Cardinals m anager Tony 
La Russa said. “ Last year, w e had 
one planned, we w ent against it, 
and it w orked out against him  and 
against u s .”

M c G w ire ’s t im in g  S u n d a y  
co u ldn ’t have been m ore perfect. 
Sosa, chasing M cG w ire and M aris, 
had connected  on his 50th in C h i
c a g o  l i te r a l ly  m in u te s  b e fo re  
M cG w ire’s shot.

"R e a lly , th a t’s rea lly  c o o l ,” 
M cG w ire said.

M cG w ire’s hom er w as the 440th 
hom e run o f  his career, the 22nd 
m ost in m ajor league h istory , and 
left him  tw o hom ers behind D ave 
K ingm an, his favorite player as a 
y oungste r.

Before homering, M cGwire, who 
helped lure the P ira tes’ first co n 
secu tive  regu la r-season  se llou ts 
since they m oved into Three R iv
ers S tadium  in 1970, grounded out, 
w alked tw ice and doubled ahead o f  
Ron G an t’s run-scoring  grounder 
in the fifth.

That w as one o f  the few runners 
the C ardinals m anaged to get hom e 
as they stranded 14 —  at least tw o 
runners in  every  inning from  the 
second through the seventh.

La R ussa’s strategy  o f  batting  
h is p itcher eighth  to provide m ore

protection  in  front o f  M cG w ire I-  
backfired as K ent M ercker (8-11 ) 
struck out w ith  tw o runners on 
and tw o outs in both  the second 
and fifth innings.

O vershadow ed by M cG w ire’s 
run on b a seb a ll’s m ost storied  
record w ere Fernando T atis’ 5-for- 
S d ay fo rS t. Louis and the P ira tes’ 
season h igh-ty ing  seventh  con
secutive victory .

Schm idt sa id  he is too m uch o f  
a c o m p e ti to r  to  p itc h  a ro u n d  
M cGw ire, even though the Pirates 
have w alked him  10 tim es over the 
last tw o w eekends.

The C ard inals have 13 hom ers 
in seven gam es against the Pi
rates, tw o by M c G w ire .. . .

M cG w ire has w alked 10 tim es 
in five gam es against P ittsburgh 
over the last tw o w eekends and is 
w ithin 33 w alks o f  ty ing Babe 
Ruth’s record o f  170 walks in 1923.

M cG w ire has 163 hom ers over 
the last th ree seasons, tw o m ore 
than Ruth h it from  1926-28—

M cG w ire’s 111 hom ers the last 
two years are the m ost in  history  
by a righ thanded  b a t te r . . . .

For the second day in a row , ) 
M cG w ire d id n ’t take batting  prac- /v/ark 
tice.

T h e  8 /g  U p s e t
in th e  Little League

cPGA Check out our Çortlatth (©bseruer Web-Site!
http://PortlandObserver.net

McGwire

W ILLIAM SPORT, Pa. — Mike 
E rickson  h it tw o hom e runs and 
reliever Je ff  D uda d idn ’t give up a 
hit over th ree innings as Langley, 
C anada, beat G uadalupe, M exico, 
4-3 M onday to hand the defend 
ing cham pion  its second loss o f  
the L ittle League W orld Series.

D uda held  G uadalupe score
less in the final th ree innings o f  
the rain-delayed  gam e, strik ing 
out eight ba tte rs —  includ ing  all 
th ree in the sixth.

E rickson w ent 2-for-3, and one 
o f  his hom e runs broke a 3-3 tie in 
the fifth  inning.

Jorge T rev ino  hit a tw o-run 
hom er for G uadalupe.

G u a d a lu p ^ w h o  lost 6-1 to 
K ashim a, J a p B L o n  Sunday, is 
now 0-2 in pool plat Langley is 1-

Langley took A f l f e t - i n n i n g  
lead behind badt4o-J)aCk hom e 
runs by E rick so n JI  t\*te-run shot, 
and starting  p itcher Sean Sargent.

But G uadalupe starting p itcher 
D aniel B aca se ttled  dow n, s tr ik 
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ing out Karl R eddick w ith the bases 
loaded to end the threat. He w ould  
retire 11 o f  the next 12 batters as his 
team m ates rallied  on offense.

In the bottom  o f  the first, Sargent 
w alked C arlos G arza, w ho cam e 
hom e on a passed ball. In the sec
ond, T rev ino’s tw o-run hom er tied 
the gam e 3-3.

Baca gave up ju s t tw o hits after 
the first inning —  but one w as the 
gam e-deciding hom er by Erickson.

G uadalupe is trying to repeat the 
feat o f  the last M exican team  to win 
the W orld Series, M onterrey, w hich 
w on back-to-back cham pionships 
in 1957-58.

A C anadian team  has never w on 
the W orld Series.

In later gam es M onday, it was: 
Jenison, M icfv |d^G reenville ,N .C .; 
D h a h ra n r  A ra b ia ,  v s .

, Ca-JflLKashiifcu, Jàpan’ andT-yFrcss- Ca 

lif.,v s.< om s.R iver,N .J.
M in  th r e a l f in e f w ty f n d a y ’s

. A k i  -g a n ^ l  the fitSL-ga 
for an hour.

amie w as halted
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D
C A STLE RO C K , Colo. —  N urs

ing a slim  lead, all V ijay  Singh 
wanted dow n the stretch  was one 
more b irdie. He got an eag le in
stead.

Punctuating  his final round with 
an eag le 3 on the 17th hole, Singh 
won the Sprin t In ternational on 
Sunday for his second title in as 
many w eeks

Singh, 35, shared the first-round 
lead w ith Jim  C arter and w as the 
outright leader after the second and 
th ird  rounds. The new ly crow ned 
PGA cham pion began the final day 
with 33 points and a narrow  1 -point 
lead under the m odified  S tab leford  
scoring system  used in th is  event. 
He never re linqu ished  tha t advan 
tage.

The native o f  F iji b ird ied  five 
holes on his front n ine, increasing  
his po in t total to  43 for a 7 -poin t 
lead over W illie W ood at the turn. 
His po ten tia l runaw ay d id n ’t m ate
rialize , how ever, and the v ictory  
w asn ’t c linched  un til e igh t holes 
liter.

W ith a 1-point lead over both 
W ood and defending cham pion Phil 
M ickelson, Singh played  the 492- 
yard , par-5 17th hole perfectly .

He drilled  a 3-w ood 306 yards 
uphill to the middle o f the fairway, then 
hit an 8-iron to the back fringe. His 
downhill, curving putt from about 25 
feet found the cup for a 5-point eagle, 
increasing his point total to 47.

“I made some really nice putts the 
first nine holes, and I think that was the 
key to my victory,” Singh said. “ I was 
very confident after the ninth hole that 
I was going to win.

“I knew sooner or later I was going 
to make a birdie somewhere down the 
stretch. All I needed was one more 
birdie to seal things up.

“Give credit to Willie. He stuck in 
there and made some birdies, and it 
was a really close match until I was 
lucky to make eagle on 17 that turned 
everything around."

Wood and Mickelson tied for sec
ond at 41, and Tiger Woods, who 
fashioned four eagles in the first three 
rounds but none on Sunday, finished

at 38. Rocco Mediate was next at 37.
Singh’s early birdie barrage gave 

him a seemingly com fortable lead. 
But after S ingh’s poor drive on No. 
10 and subsequent bogey, W ood 
ran in birdie putts at the 11 th and 12th 
holes, and the lead was trim m ed to 
two points.

W ood three-putted the 14th to fall 
another point behind, but the di
m inutive O klahom an sank a 15-foot 
birdie putt at No. 16 to cut the deficit 
to 1.

The 17th hole is a birdie and eagle 
opportunity for most players, but 
W ood’s lack o f length hurt him there. 
His drive found the right rough, and his 
second shot, a long iron, was short o f 
the green. He pitched to 20 feet but 
two-putted for a disappointing par.

Singh’s eagle seconds earlier al
ready had decided it.

Wood, 37, owns just one victory in 
his 14 full seasons on the PGA Tour.

“I played well, but V ijay’s eagle on 
17 just shut the door on me. He has 
always driven the ball well. Now he’s 
putting really good," W ood said.
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