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Mark McGwir

PITTSBURGH -—Mark McGwire
is hitting home runs so fast, he’s
rewriting history with almost every
prodigious swing of his bat.

McGwire hit his 53rd homer
moments after Sammy SosahitNo. 50
in Chicago to become the first
National Leaguer to hit that many in
49 years Sunday as St. Louis lost 4-3
to the Pittsburgh Pirates.

McGwire became just the third NL
player to hit as many as 53 homers n
a season, joining the Pirates’ Ralph
Kiner (54 in 1949) and the Chicago
Cubs’ Hack Wilson, who hita league-
record 56 homers in 1930.

McGwire, who broke Babe Ruth's
record for homers over three con-
secutive seasons with a tape-mea-
sure homer Saturday, hit a 2-2 pitch
from Ricardo Rincon deep into the
left-field seats with two outs in the
eighth inning

I'he highdrive initially looked like
it might reach the seldom-reached
upper deck, and the estimate of 393
feet seemed to be way off.

McGwire's sixthhomerin five days
left him eight short of tying Roger
Maris’ record of 61 in 1961 with 32
games to play, and it rated him the
rarest of ovations — a curtain call on
the road.

“They kept clapping for about a

minute, so I ducked my head out and
gavethemawave,” McGwiresaid. “l
hope the Pirates didn't mind. I wish
everybody in baseball could feel the
reception I'm getting.”

McGwire acknowledged after hat-
ting his 50th last week he hasalegit-
mate shot at baseball’s most storied
record, but he wishes people would
quit conceding it to him.

“I'm not close to it yet,” he said.
“It's a long ways away.”

Still, Pirates starter Jason Schmidt
says every opposing pitcher realizes
he might soon be in the record books,
t0o0.

“Jon Lieberand I were talking about
that.” Schmidt said. “We’re part of
history. This will be with us for the
restofourlives,butIdon'tcare. He's
such a great guy, everybody 1s ex-
cited.”

Except the fans who bought tick-
ets for Monday afternoon’s game in
Pittsburgh. McGwire plans to take
the day off, the second game he would
skip off in a four-day span.

McGwire said the day offhas been
planned for a week, and he probably
will skip only one more game the rest
of the season.

“We get together and rate what’s
happening at the time, how the games
are going, what the weather’s like, all

that stuff,” Cardinals manager Tony
La Russa said. ** Last year, we had
one planned, we went against it,
and it worked out against him and
against us.”

McGwire's timing Sunday
couldn’t have been more perfect
Sosa, chasing McGwire and Maris,
had connected on his 50th in Chi-
cago literally minutes before
McGwire's shot.

“Really, that's really cool,”
McGwire said.

McGwire's homer was the 440th
home run of his career, the 22nd
most in major league history, and
left him two homers behind Dave
Kingman, his favorite player as a
youngster.

Before homering, McGwire, who
helped lure the Pirates’ first con-
secutive regular-season sellouts
since they moved into Three Riv-
ers Stadium in 1970, grounded out,

walked twice and doubled ahead of

Ron Gant's run-scoring grounder
in the fifth.

T'hat was one of the few runners
the Cardinals managed to gethome
as they stranded 14
runners in every inning from the

at least two

second through the seventh.
La Russa’s strategy of batting
his pitcher eighth to provide more
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protection 1n front of McGwire
backfired as Kent Mercker (8-11)
struck out with two runners on

and two outs in both the second
and fifth innings

Overshadowed by McGwire's
run on baseball’'s most storied
record were Fernando Tatis’ 5-for-
5 day for St. Louis and the Pirates’
season high-tying seventh con-

secutive victory

Schmidt said he is too much of

a competitor to pitch around
McGwire, even though the Pirates
have walked him 10 times over the
last two weekends

T'he Cardinals have 13 homers
in seven games against the Pi-
rates. two by McGwire. . . .

McGwire has walked 10 times
in five games against Pittsburgh
over the last two weekends and is
within 33 walks of tying Babe
Ruth’srecord of 170 walks in 1923.

McGwire has 163 homers over
the last three seasons, two more
than Ruth hit from 1926-28. .

McGwire’s 111 homers the last
two years are the most in history
by a righthanded batter. . .

For the second day in a row,

McGwire didn't take batting prac- Aark McGwire

tice.

Moon Wins debut for Seahawks

So that’s what was missing.
Inconsistent and not quite convine-

stride.”

It just goes to show that Moon
1snotjust
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WILLIAMSPORT, Pa.— Mike

ing out Karl Reddick with the bases
loaded to end the threat He would

evenat4| especiallyatd]
another quarterback.
“Thatpass was Exhibit9,000, right

Erickson hit two home runs and
reliever JeffDudadidn’tgiveupa
hit over three innings as Langley,

ing in their first three preseason games,
the Seattle Seahawks were none of the
former and a whole lot of the latter in

retire 11 of the next 12 batters as his

teammates rallied on offense
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Mooncompleted8of 15 passes for 202
yards, including TDstrikes of 55 yardsto
James McKnight and 69 yards to Joey
Galloway as the Seahawks rolled up 31

of his home runs broke a3-3 tiein
the fifth inning.
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it as being natural. Those (six) practices
this week really helpedmeas faras getting
my sharpness back and seeing things
that you need to see. When you recog-
nize the things you need to see, then your
natural ability is going to take over.”
His best throw was one even his
teammatesdidn'tthink Mooncouldmake.
[t was the 69-yarder to Galloway, who
blew past Cardinals free safety Kwamie
Lassiterand comerback J.J. McCleskey.
“Isaw Joey takeoffandI thought, ‘Oh
man. Joey's just outrun another quarter-
back. ™ guard Pete Kendall said. “There
aren’tmany inthe league whocangethim
that ball. but Warren did. He hit Joey in

Singh at the Sprint International PGA (

CASTLEROCK, Colo.— Nurs-
ing a slim lead, all Vijay Singh
wanted down the stretch was one
more birdie. He got an eagle in-
stead.

Punctuating his final round with
an eagle 3 on the 17th hole, Singh
won the Sprint International on
Sunday for his second title in as
many weeks.

Singh, 35, shared the first-round
léad with Jim Carter and was the
outright leader after the second and
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Warren Moon

With a 1-point lead over both
Wood and defending champion Phil
Mickelson, Singh played the 492-
yard, par-5 17th hole perfectly.

He drilled a 3-wood 306 yards
uphill to the middle of the fairway, then
hit an 8-iron to the back fringe. His
downhill, curving putt from about 25
feet found the cup for a 5-point eagle,
increasing his point total to 47.

“I made some really nice putts the
firstnine holes, and I think that was the
key to my victory,” Singh said. I was

stretch. All I needed was one more

at 38. Rocco Mediate was nextat 37.

Singh's early birdie barrage gave
him a seemingly comfortable lead.
But after Singh’s poor drive on No.
10 and subsequent bogey, Wood
ran in birdie putts atthe 1 1thand 12th
holes, and the lead was trimmed to
two points.

Wood three-putted the 14th to fall
another point behind, but the di-
minutive Oklahoman sank a 15-foot
birdie putt at No. 16 to cut the deficit
tol.

The 17th hole is a birdie and eagle

second shot, a long iron, was short of

b
runs by Ericksong twb-run shot,
and starting pitcher Sean Sargent.
But Guadalupe starting pitcher

Daniel Baca settled down, strik-
*
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I‘n ‘threatenegwMpnday s

gar the fiesg-game was halted
for an hour<eg
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COTTMAN TRANSIMISSION

2046 N.E. MLK Blvd.

Lloyd Center
282-8500

(Call for an appointment)
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