children, but few have families. Few

gang violence and crime. Now

fathers.

Parenting by Grandparents, |l

Many seniors are taking a second

formany olderpeople and cause themto

Seeking support is also a way to

In an Ebony exclusive NBA star

A.C.Greentells why he has remained

a virgin and why he defies the image

ofsingle NBA players. Inthe August
Ebony.

A.C. Green says, “l choose to be

outof wedlock. “These guys have so
much to lose. It’s crazy to me to put

yourself in that position.” Green 1s

currently the NBA's Iron Man for

breaking the NBA's consecutive
game streak with 907 straight games

their trust in a piece of rubber. A
condom never stopped a person from
experiencing abroken heart orashat-
tered dream no matter how many you
puton. ForSingles-SAFESEXISNO
SEX. Period. That'sa 100% guaran-
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Fatber To Fatber-Fatbers Are NBA S g ey
tar A.C. Green Tells "Why | :
] g
the Solution, Net the Problem Have Refused Sex” A
share a home with their sons and  survey the youth who fall prey to
daughters and their children’s  any of all of those calamities, and “
mothers. As a society, our ap- ask them what role their father
proach towards these invisible fa-  played in their lives or where he
thersisamix ofangerand indiffer-  was when their lives took a turn for
ence: we'reready tocondemnthem  the worse. You'll find many say,
for their flight from responsibility,  “no role at all.”
and purse them for child support. Eveninthe poorest neighborhoods,
Otherwise, we look right through  you can see a difference from one
BY CHARLES BALLARD them. street to the next when the fathers are
[ see alot of angry kids in my work, For 22 years I've been helping  home. On the street where you see
but none can match the angerofaboy  these fathers. In a social services  fathers, you’ll see a safer street. That
| knew years ago. He was the second ~ universe of trillions of dollars and  street will seelesscrime. Itwon’thave
youngest of six children; his mother ~ overlapping and interlocking pro-  acrack houseonthe corner or stripped
was a housewife, his father wasacoal ~ grams at a local, state, and federal  cars at the curb. Most important,
miner. As a child no more than three  level, I'm still astonished at how chances are that having a father in the
years old, he used to wait for his father ~ few programs aim to connect fa- family means children won'thave chil-
to come up from the mine after his  thers with their children. dren of their own
shift. Then one day, his father was The vast majority of assistance When | funded the Institute for
gone. His long bouts of illness had  programs, ranging from social ser- Responsible Fatherhood and Family
grown worse, and he was taken away ~ vices to support payments are Revitalization | had every specific goal:
toamental institution, anasylum. The ~ aimed at young mothers. At best, teaching men to be better fathers. 1
little boy was never told where his  fathers are irrelevant; invisible  wasinspired by the words in the book .
father went, and he never saw him  men, drifting in and out of their  of Malichi: “..and he shall tum the
again. Without his fatheraround, that ~ children’s lives. Atworst,theyare  hearts of the fathers to their children
boy’s life go a lot harder. a presence that can disqualify a  and the hearts of the children to their |
Whentheboy grew up, heleftschool ~ mother for government benefits.  fathers.” Unlike the social services
before he graduated, and fathered a  Fathers, teen fathers especially, get  system, which concentrates on symp-
child with a girl he had nointentionof ~ the message: They are the prob-  tomsof fatherlessness, with programs
marrying. To runaway, he joinedthe  lem. Isometimes wonder whether  designed to provide material things
Army, but he got into trouble and  any of us appreciate the radical  missing because dad’s not there, our
ended up in prison. Thatangry young  experiment we are conducting in  centers come from a different direc- Y
man is someocne | knew well, because  the inner-cities of America. tion. We're doing something we be-
that man is who Charles Augustus To me, the father isn’t the prob-  lieve to be more meaningful, more "
Ballard used to be. lem. He is the solution. Look at lasting, better forboth the childrenand -
Today, I pass many angry young the social pathologies that plague  the communities they live in: Giving &
men on the street. Many ofthem have  us today: drug abuse, homicide,  them back loving and compassionate A ¢, Green e

tum at parenting. neglect their own personal and health  leam information valuable to the entire : _ ; 2 &
More than 3 million American chil-  needs.” family. '.1hhi{munl because of the self respect and says, “I'm not super human. lam tee
5 ¢ . | hould a R § L i and the high regard 1 have for my definitely aman. I'm not perfect; but Find out why Green is proud to be
dren ) ]IVCWIU!! . i - Epiialy ; E. ; thm L lncludmhedlfld 2 body.” Green, 34, astar forward with I know what’s right.” a virgin and how he stays away from
"""I‘“”“' In nearly one-third of mm‘“’gimm'm“"mmj mmmdmmdwm"ml B  (he DallasMavericks, previously with G tive of Portland, O st Also find
: Lrallas AVCTICKS, CVIOUSIY W reen 1S a native ot Yor and, T- [L'TI]!"L'.\ uous women. Also find out
» grandy arcthe . This ng ghon I 7 can also fake tage the Phoenix Suns and the L.A. Lak- egon where he owns twelve Denny’'s why he warns women abut NBA play-
appointments remembering to take pre-  of parenting courses offered by hospi- E , and
mwmmw mﬂmmm"f tals, seniors’ groups and charitable or- ers, wasamemberoftwoNBA cham-  restaurants and is the author of the  ers whomay treatthem likeapieceor 3.
Wmnmaﬁwofh MMawmmm A pionship teams. He tells his col- book, “Victory: Principles For Cham- meat and explains that NBA sexual %
_ ing full-ti ichild leagues that they are “playing with  pionship Living.” Green says, “No  promiscuity is“agame withinagame,” <
: | i bdcuit::nml: f Ii u‘"ﬁ:;ﬂp widmotbﬂswho!.minsimi- m‘:‘ednumm sbt?trltmalsohelp fire” when they have sex with women manur“uman.}m,\ nrg1rl.nh;uuld put in the .-'\uéust [ii)uny. A
father,” saidNancy Wilson,anassistant ~ lar ingrolescanbevery  grandparentsdevelopuniquebondswith Y ) ' T > - ‘eh!!
s o i mo?::mnns Siprep e e g - You Can Now Find Us On The W eb..._:’ ST
egeofMedicinein  exchange ideas, vent frustrations, share tionships that can have a lasting impact » 'V & http://www.portlandobserver.net N
Houston. “This can be overwhelming  information and develop friendships.™ on the children,” said Wilson. ¥ & & e-mail-PDXOBSERV@aol.com o
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Tips To Help You
Corner ———— ;
Cranberry-Oat Muffins
(NAPS)—Those who prefer fit-
ness to fatness may delight in
this delicious recipe by Ms. L.
Pauls, recipe contest winner at
the Kansas State Fair.
It uses Country Crock Churn
Style, which has a rich, creamy,
sweet, fresh-from-the-farm butter
taste, but with less fat than butter SAFEWAY
or margarine, and no cholesterol. FOOD & DRUCI
Look For Your
Safeway Weekly
Shopping Guide
CRANBERRY-OAT MUFFINS .
In Your Oregonian FOODday
% cup fresh or frozen :
citabustion. hedved in the Portland Metro A{ea |
1: cup c:ﬁfectioner:l sugar ..and save more shopping " 3
cups all-purpose flour
Y cup granulated sugar at Safeway 24-Pa(:k PepSl S
14 teaspoon salt . ] EAAVY
3% teaspoons baking powder Enjoy Extra Savings Cts R |
2 Tablespoons wheat-germ joy With The 9 Beef Ch“Ck ¢ u o
% cup oats I - AT
1 egg, well-beaten 12-0z. cans. |
; ;‘uglbuttemﬂkh o SAFEWAY EXTRA 7-B0ne Steak Assorted Regular, Diet
ablespoons Shedd’s or Caffeine Free flavors.
e S I Sm&e. d Rk, g o o Plus deposi in Oregon.
avings uuiae up to $1.20 Ib. Limit 1
Preheat oven to 375°F. Mix g
the cranberries with confec- Available at your Safeway store.
tioners sugar; set aside. Sift S G Red Flmne
the dry ingredients into a '
large bowl. Stir in the wheat Visit Safeway's Web site at
o v g o it www.safeway.com Seedlesg
termilk and melted Shedd’s SRICES EFFECTIVE %

Spiread Country Crock Churn
Style. Add all at once, stir with
a fork, only until moistened.
Fold in cranberries. Fill
muffin tins two-thirds
full. Bake for 25 minutes or
until done when tested with a
wooden pick and golden
brown. Remove to cooling
rack. Makes 12 muffins. ®
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Grapes
Grown in Califomia.
SAVE up to $1.40 Ib.

Thems & prices i fhes a9 are availaie 3t ot loca Sateway stores
No sales 10 deaers, restaurants of mstIUONS Sakes et quantites ooy
Ouanties of some fems May be hmited and subyect 10 nallabinty
Mot responsible for typographical of pICtoral emors. We reserve the right
o comect all printed errors. ©1998 Saleway Stores inc
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