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Attention Readers!
Please take a minute to send us your comments. We’re always trying to give you 
a better paper and we can't do it without your help. Tell us what you like and 
w hat needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. W e 
take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters 
to: Editor, Reader Response, P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208.
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R E S E R V E D , R E P R O D U C T IO N  IN W H O L E  O R  IN PA R T  W IT H ­
O U T  P E R M IS S IO N  IS PR O H IB IT E D .

by P rof . M c K in l e y  Bt rt
T h e  " M e d iu m  is  ( s t i l l )  th e  

M e s s a g e ,” a n d  n o  n u m b e r  o f  a s ­
s a u l ts  u p o n  th e  m e s s e n g e r  c a n  
c h a n g e  a fu n d a m e n ta l  t r u th .  O t 
c o u r s e ,  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  m e s s e n ­
g e r  a lw a y s  is to  b e  c o n s id e r e d ,  
a n d  th e r e  a re  th o s e  w h o  w o u ld  
s h a p e  th e i r  o p in i o n s  a c c o r d ­
in g ly .

A n d  in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  w e  
h a v e  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o m m e n ts  o f  
D r. J o h n  S ilb e r ,  th e  c h a n c e l lo r  
o f  B o s to n  U n iv e r s i ty  a n d  c h a i r ­
m an  o f  th e  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  B o a rd  
o f  E d u c a tio n : T h e s e  o p in io n s  a re  
n o  le s s  r e le v a n t  ( o r  c r i t i c a l )  
th a n  th o s e  o f  th e  r e a d e r s - o r  m y  
o w n .

" T h e  c o n tro v e rs y  s u r ro u n d in g  
th e  ( t e a c h e r )  te s t  h a s  o b s c u r e d  
th e  r e a l  s to ry , w h ic h  is  th a t  so  
m a n y  p r o s p e c t iv e  p u b lic  s c h o o l  
t e a c h e r s  f a i le d  a t e s t  t h a t  a 
b r ig h t  10th  g r a d e r  c o u ld  p a s s  
w i th o u t  d i f f ic u l ty .  T h is  is  a 
t e l l i n g  in d i c tm e n t  o f  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t io n  in  A m e r ic a .”

D r. S i lv e r  a ls o  m a d e  th e  f o l ­
lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  a f t e r  c i t in g  
so m e  u n b e lie v a b le  g a rb a g e . “ N o

re s p o n s ib le  p e r s o n  w o u ld  s u b ­
je c t  a n y o n e ’s c h i ld r e n ,  m u c h  
l e s s  h i s  o w n ,  to  s u c h  
te a c h e r s . . .T h is  e x a m in a t io n  w as  
n o t e x c e e d in g ly  d e m a n d in g ."

M an y  r e a d e r s  o f  T h e  P o r t la n d  
O b s e rv e r ,  w o u ld  n o d  in  a s s e n t 
w ith  th is  d is g u s te d  c h a ir m a n  o t  
t h e  M a s s a -
c h u  s e  t  t s 
B o a rd  o f  E d u ­
c a t io n .  j u s t  
tw o  w e e k s  
ag o  a v e ry  u p ­
s e t  r e t i r e d ,
A f r i c a n
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A m e ric a n  p u b lic  s c h o o l  te a c h e r  
u n le a s e d  a s c a th in g  in d ic tm e n t  
o f  d e s t r u c t iv e  a n d  r a c is t  p r a c ­
t ic e s  in N o r th e a s t  e le m e n ta r y  
s c h o o ls .

H e r  a n g r y  a n d  f a c t u a l  r e ­
s p o n s e  a p p e a re d  in  th e  “ L e tte r s  
F ro m  R e a d e r s ” s e c t i o n  a n d  
c i te d ,  a m o n g  o th e r  ‘c r i m e s , ’ th e  
d u m p in g  in to  b la c k  s c h o o ls  o t  
th e  ty p e  o f  in c o m p e te n c e  d e ­
s c r ib e d  b y  D r. S i lb e r .  O b v i ­
o u s ly  th e  m ix  w ith  th e  d e c e n t ly  
p re p a re d  in s tru c to r s  w o u ld  m a k e  
it a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le  to  a s s e s s

th e  p r o b le m s  in  an  e f f e c t iv e  
m a n n e r ;  “ b lo w  th e  s c h o o l u p ? ”

I m a d e  th e  ro u n d s  o f  a c o u p le  
o f  c o f f e e  s h o p s  a n d  a t te n d e d  a 
s c h o o l  m e e t in g  o f  i r a te  p a re n ts .  
T h e  c o m m u n ity  is  t r y in g  to  g e t 
o n  to p  o f  th is  th in g ;  p a y in g  c lo s e  
a t t e n t io n  to  th o s e  s c a ry  h e a d ­

l i n e s  r e g a r d i n g  
te a c h e r  t e s te r  a n d  
s t a n d a rd s .  A p a r ­
e n t  o b s e rv e d , “ C an  
y o u  b e l i e v e  th a t  
th e  te a c h e r ’s u n io n  
is  f in a l ly  m a k in g  
n o is e s  a b o u t  ‘p r o ­

f e s s io n a l  s t a n d a r d s ’ a n d  w h a t 
‘ t h e y ’ c a n  d o  to  im p r o v e  
th in g s ? ”

It w a s  v e ry  r e w a rd in g  to  h e a r  
a n u m b e r  o f  q u o te s  fro m  tw o  o f  
m y  r e c e n t  s e r ie s  in  th e  P o r t la n d  
O b s e rv e r :  “ W e b s te r ’ s F ir s t  D ic ­
t i o n a r y  F e a tu r e d  E u r o b o n ic s :  
E b o n ic s  f o r  W h ite  F o lk s ” & 
“ F a m ily  M a t te r s :  T h e  W ay  It 
W a s .” T h e  s e r ie s  “ S u p p e r  T a b le  
I n p u t” a ls o  w a s  m e n t io n e d .

It s e e m s  th a t  h u n d re d s  o f  c o p ­
ie s  o f  m y  “ b e s t ” a r t ic l e s  w e re  
m a i le d  lo c a l ly  a n d  n a t io n a l ly

a n d  so m e  q u o te s  a re  a p p e a r in g  
o n  th e  N E T . T h is  a c a u s e  th a t  I 
(a n d  o th e r s )  to o k  up  y e a r s  a g o  
b u t e v id e n t ly  w e  w e re  th e  w ro n g  
m e s s e n g e rs  a n d , in d e e d , so m e  
w e re  a s s a u l te d .  B u t it j u s t  m a y  
b e  t h a t  w e  n o w  h a v e  a d d e d  
w e ig h t fro m  th e  to p . A re  th e  to p  
p e o p le  g e t t in g  w o r r ie d  o r  ‘ e m ­
b a r r a s s e d ? ’

It is v e ry  r e a s s u r in g  to  f in d  
th a t  p a r e n ts  a re  g e t t in g  s h a r p e r  
a ll th e  t im e . W E  h o p e  it is  n o t 
to o  la te . F o r  in s ta n c e ,  in  th a t  
‘ D r. S i l b e r ’ O re g o n ia n  a r t ic l e  
o f  J u ly  12, ‘ D is m a l R e s u lts  O n  
T e a c h e r  T e s t  U n d e r s c o re  R e ­
f o r m  N e e d , ” h e  is  q u o t e d ,  
“ . . .T h is  is  a  te l l i n g  in d ic tm e n t  
o f  ‘ h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ’ in  
A m e r ic a .”

A c ro s s  th e  b o a rd ,  h is  s t a t e ­
m e n t w a s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  ty p ic a l  
b la ta n t  e v a s io n  o f  th e  is s u e . A ll 
a u d ie n c e s  c i te d  th e  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  
la n g u a g e  s k i l l s  1 d e s c r ib e d  fo r  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  b e f o r e  
W o rld  W a r II. T h is  is w h e re  o u r  
p ro b le m  b e g in s ,  n o t in th e  u n i ­
v e r s i ty .  W e  a r e  n o t  fo o le d . ,

- C o n t in u e d  n e x t w e e k .
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T hank Y ou For R eading T he Portland O bserver

By H ig h  B. Price
President
National Urban League

How long does it take for an ethnic 
group in America to climb out ot pov­
erty? And how can w e know  when sig­
nificant progress is being made? WTiat 
will the rate o f  progress be for African 
Americans?

The answertothatoldAmerican ques­
tion is being fashioned right before our 
eyes these days through die stories o f  
striving and success African Americans 
haveposted in the three decades since the 
civil rights triumphs o f  the 1960s.

The answer is also being crafted by 
the nation’s -a n d  Black A m erica's—re­
sponse to the problems which continue to 
beset poor black neighborhoods, fami­
lies, and individuals.

O n W ednesday , Ju ly  15th, the 
R a in b o w /P u s h  C o a li t io n  W all 
S treet P ro jec t co n v en ed  a “T rillion  
D ollar R o u n d tab le” in N ew  Y ork- 
a m ee tin g  o f  co rp o ra te , labor, and 
govern m en ta l leade rs w ho  co llec ­
tive ly  ad v ise  $2 trillion  in pension  
funds an d  p riv a te  equ ity  cap ita l. 
Rev. Jack so n  and  S andy  W eill, 
C ha irm an  and  C E O  o f  T ravelers, 
co -ch a ired  th e  event, d iscussion

It is good tha t w e invest in m ar­
kets overseas to  c rea te  h igh volum e 
consum ers fo r A m erican  p roducts, 
bu t as Jesus asked , “ H ow  can you 
see a sp lin te r in yo u r n e ig h b o r’s eye, 
bu t no t see a log  in y o u r ow n?”

U nited  B ank o f  P h ilad elp h ia  
and D r. E m m a C h ap p ell

P rior to  1992 w hen U nited Bank 
opened , six banks served P h iladel­
phia . they  co llec tive ly  issued $80

less o f  external p ressu re  and fluc­
tuations in the m arket rates o f  re­
turn  on the responsib ilities to  earn  
m arket ra tes o f  re tu rn  on the s ta te ’s 
m oney  that they  invest is never 
com prom ised .

♦M r. W eill added , “A s w e d e ­
velop  th is veh ic le , it w ill becom e 
m o re  c le a r  th a t  in v e s t in g  in  
u n d e r s e rv e d  A m e r ic a  c a n  b e  
co u te rcyc lica l.”  B ecause in n erc it-

f o c u s e d  o n ies and  rural a reas

I was drawn to consider this very 
broad question when the federal Na­
tional Center for Health Statistics re- 
leased its annual studyofbirths in America 
earlier this month. Its most surprising 
finding: The birth rate for unm am ed 
black women, one o f  the flashpoints in 
the debate over race in America, has 
reached its lowest point in 40 years

According to the federal survey, en­
compassing 3.9 million births in 1996, 
the last year for which figures are avail­
able, the birth rate for unmarried black 
women was 74.4births per 1,000women. 
That is a remarkable drop from the peak 
birth rate reached just nine years ago o f  
90.7 per 1,000 unmarried black women.

The out-of-wedlock bi rth rate has de­
clined for all age groups ofblack women, 
federal researchers found; and it comes 
amidasignificant overalldown ward trend 
in birth. Fewer babies were bom  in 1996 
than in any year since 1987. But black 
teen girls, until recently, the group with 
the highest level o f  births, showed the 
most dramatic birth-rate decline.

Teen births among African Ameri­
cans fell by 2 , percent between 1991 and 
1996, to just over 9 percent o f  all black 
teenage girls, Hispanic-American teens 
are now m ost likely to give birth, al­
though theirratesalso fell, from nearly 11 
percent in 1995 to just over 10 percent in 
1996, their first significant drop since 
1991.

(For all teens, the overall 1996 birth 
rate was 54.7 for every 1,000 young 
women ages 15 to 19, dow n from the 
1991 rate o f  62.1)

“There’s been no letup, and it’s not 
been slow ing dow n,” S tephanie J. 
Ventura, the federal demographer who 
wrote the report, told the New York 
Times. “And it’s not just for teenagers. 
For all black w om en under 30, the de­
clines have been really big.”

The figures took much o f  the health 
community by surprise.

But demographers and health experts 
said that the good news probably results 
from a combination o f  several different 
things: the precaution, including both 
increased use o f  contraceptives and ab­
stention from sex, the A IDS epidemic is 
causing som e m en and women to take; 
the impact ofsex education, either within 
or outside ofschools; and efforts by some 
organization to encourage abstention or 
the use o f  contraceptives.

Dr. DonnaL. Shalala, the Secretary o f  
Health and Human Services, said refer­
ring to the decline in the black teen birth 
rate, “W hat is significant is that these 
declines are in every state. I give a lot o f 
credit to the African-American com m u­
nity, which has put out a clear, consistent 
message from the churches, from the 
schools, and all sorts o f  civic organiza­
tions, a drumbeat to young w om en and 
young men that they should not become 
parents until they are truly ready to sup­
port achild; that havingchildren too early 
will limit their options.”

That’s one o f  the significant points to 
consider about this positive surprise: the 
importance o f  sending out a clear, con­
sistent message.

The m essage that has been ‘ ‘beamed”

to young people in more intense fashion 
over the past decade has been to alert 
them to a  v itally important fact o f  life: 
Nearly 80 percent o f  children bom  to 
unwed teen-age mothers grow up in pov­
erty.

Put positively, the message has urged 
them to follow three simple steps to give 
themselves—a id  their future children—a 
chance to avoid a life o f  poverty:

First, finish high school.
Second, get married before having 

their first child.
A nd third, hold o ff  having that child 

until they’re over 20 years old them ­
selves, and equipped to provide for their 
family.

The federal statistics indicate that edr 
children are getting the message.

It’snot being Pollyannish to celebrate 
that-even as we recognize the need to 
continue to work to reduce the still unac­
ceptably high out-of-wedlock birth rate. 
(69.8 percentofblack children were bom  
out-of-wedlock in 1996, compared to 
nearly 22 percentfomon-Hispanic whites, 
and nearly 41 percent for Hispanics.)

Wecan takeheart from DonnaShalala’s 
point that teen-age pregnancy is most often 
a consequence o f  a girl’s feeling o f  hope­
lessness about the future. If adolescents- 
girLsandboys-thinktheyhaveatuture,she 
pointed out, they put o ff having babies.

W e must reach more o f  our teens w i th 
that message—that is. convince them they 
have a fu ture-for it will mean that our 
young people and thechildren they even­
tually bring into the world will have a 
much easier shot at the American Dream.

v e h ic l e s  to  
t r a n s p o r t  
cap ita l to  u n ­
der served  ur-

/M /M 80IPPU $H
h ave  no t been  ad ­
e q u a te ly  d e v e l ­
o p e d  re la tiv e  to  
t h e i r  b u y in g

ban  and  rural 
A m e r i c a n

t

co m m u n itie s  
to  ex p an d  the
m ark e tp lace  and  c rea te  econom ic  
grow th.

W e In vest O verseas, But N ot 
at H om e

W e h av e  a nu m b er o f  veh ic les to  
tran sp o rt cap ita l to m arke ts  o v e r­
seas (O P IC , IM F, E xport/Im port 
B ank, e tc .), bu t inadequa te  vehicles 
to  tran sp o rt cap ita l to  underserved  
A m erica . W h ere  there  a re  veh icles 
for inv es tm en t, A m erican  co rp o ra­
tions a re  e a g e r to  b u ild  trade  re la ­
tionsh ip s w h e rev e r th ey  m igh t be.

♦Polish  A m erican  D evelopm ent 
B ank -T he U .S. e s tab lish ed  a fo r­
m ula fo r lo n g -te rm , co n cess io n ary  
rate  loans to  h e lp  b u ild  P o land  and 
increase A m erican  b u sin ess  o p p o r­
tun ities there . It has w orked .

•C o c a -C o la  and  Pepsi each  an ­
n o u n c e d  m a jo r  in v e s tm e n ts  in  
U ganda d u rin g  the  P re s id e n t’s trip  
there.

•O n  th e  P re s id en t’s recen t trip  
to  C h in a , G M , G E , and  M otoro la  
trav e led  w ith  th e  P res iden t look ing  
fo r n ew  op p o rtu n itie s  in an  o p e n ­
ing  m arket.

C O A L I T I O N
m illion  in loans per year, bu t less 
than  $3 m illion  o f  that m oney  w ent 
to  m inorities-in  ac ity  w here  A frican  
A m ericans and Latinos represent h a lf 
o f  the population . T here  w as a d es­
perate  need fo r a bank to  serve  the 
u nder served  in Philadelph ia .

A fter overcom ing  trem endous o b ­
stacle, Dr. C happell opened  U nited  
Bank w ith $6 m illion  in 1992. T o ­
day, U nited  B ank o f  P h iladelph ia  is 
w orth  $120  m illion -2000%  grow th 
in ju s t seven y ea rs’ T here  is g row th 
potential in the inner city.

T ough Q u estion s A nsw ered
Skeptics m igh t ask , “ It is all w ell 

a n d  g o o d  th a t  w e  in v e s t  in  
underserved  A m erica during  strong  
econom ic  tim es, bu t w hat happens 
w hen the econom y  slow s dow n and 
p ressu res to  m eet fiduciary  resp o n ­
sib ilities increase?”

Sandy  W eill and  Jim  H ill, O r­
egon  S ta te  T rea su re r and  P res iden t 
o f  the N atio n a l A sso c ia tio n  o f  S tate  
T reasu re rs  o ffe red  d irec t, c le a r an ­
sw ers.

•T rea su re r H ill said  tha t, regard  -

p o w er, th e ir  p o ­
ten tia l for g row th 
is m u ch  g re a te r  
than  affluen t but 

sa tu ra ted  suburban  areas.
L ink  w ith W h ite H ouse C o n ­

feren ce
D uring  a sa te llite  link w ith  the 

W hite  H ouse C o n fe ren ce  on C o m ­
m unity  E m pow erm en t both H U D  
S ecre ta ry  A ndrew  C uom o  and the 
V ice President G ore  expressed their 
ag reem en t w ith  the ro u n d tab le ’s 
m ission  and the A d m in is tra tio n 's  
desire  to  be a p a rtn e r in the pro-
cess.

Rev. Jackson  to ld  the co m m u ­
nity  em pow erm en t con ference  that 
he th o u g h t the cu lm ination  o f  the 
ro u n d ta b le ’s w ork  w ould  ev en tu ­
ally  be  the eng ine  tha t w ill d rive 
co m m u n ity  em pow erm en t zones.

Plan to M ove F orw ard -M eet­
ing to  be set for O ctob er

O v e r the cu rse  o f  the nex t few 
m on ths, the R ainbow /P ush  C o a li­
tion  w ill lead a g ro u p  o f  experts  
from  the  C lin ton  A dm in istra tion , 
A F L -C IO , m a jo r  c o rp o ra tio n s , 
sta te  treasu rers, and  fund m anagers 
to d esign  the veh ic le  to  transport 
cap ita l to  underserved  A m erica.
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National Night Out: A bright idea in 
creating safer neighborhoods.

.
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PGE shares your concern for safe, 
livable neighborhoods. That's why 
we sponsor National Night Out, 
America's night out against crime. 
On August 4, PGE invites you to 
show your support by turning on 
your porch light—a proven crime 
fighter. Join or organize a National 
Night Out block party or flashlight 
walk in your neighborhood. You'll 
help make your community a safer 
place. For information, call 823-4519 
in Portland, 588-6499 in Salem, or 
your local police department or 
sheriff's office.
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