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Editorial Articles Do Not Necessarily

Reflect Or Represent The Views Of
T he Portland Observer

Attention Readers!

Please take a minute to send us your comments. We're always trying to give you
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and
what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We
take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters
to: Editor, Reader Response, P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208.
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SUBSCRIBE TO The Jortland Observer

The Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for only $30.00
per year. Please fill out, enclose check or money order, and mail to:
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THANK YOuU ForR READING THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

On Wednesday, July 15th, the
Rainbow/Push Coalition Wall
Street Project convened a “Trillion
Dollar Roundtable” in New York-
a meeting of corporate, labor, and
governmental leaders who collec-
tively advise $2 trillion in pension
funds and private equity capital.
Rev. Jackson and Sandy Weill,
Chairman and CEO of Travelers,
co-chaired the event. discussion
focused on
vehicles to
transport
capital to un-
derservedur-
ban and rural
American
communities
to expand the
marketplace and create economic
growth.

We Invest Overseas, But Not
at Home

We have anumber of vehiclesto
transport capital to markets over-
seas (OPIC, IMF, Export/Import
Bank, etc. ), but inadequate vehicles
to transport capital to underserved
America. Where there are vehicles
forinvestment, American corpora-
tions are eager to build trade rela-
tionships wherever they might be.
*Polish American Development
Bank-The U.S. established a for-
mula for long-term, concessionary
rate loans to help build Poland and
increase American business oppor-
tunities there. It has worked.
*Coca-Cola and Pepsi each an-
nounced major investments in
Uganda during the President’s trip
there.

*On the President’s recent trip
to China, GM, GE, and Motorola
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The Medium Is The Message:

BY ProF. MCKINLEY BURT
The “Medium is (still) the

Message,” and no number of as-

saults upon the messenger can

change a fundamental truth. Of

course, the status of the messen-
ger always is to be considered,
and there are those who would
shape their opinions accord-
ingly

And in the particular case we
have the following comments of
Dr. John Silber, the chancellor
of Boston University and chair-
man of the Massachusetts Board
of Education: These opinions are
no less relevant (or critical)
than those of the readers-or my
own

“The controversy surrounding
the (teacher) test has obscured
the real story, which is that so
many prospective public school
teachers failed a test that a
bright 10th grader could pass
without difficulty. This is a
telling indictment of higher
education in America.”

Dr. Silver also made the fol-
lowing observations after citing
some unbelievable garbage. “No
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responsible person would sub-
ject anyone's children, much
less his own, to such
teachers...This examination was
not exceedingly demanding.”
Many readers of The Portland
Observer, would nod in assent

with this disgusted chairman of

the Massa-
chusetts
Board of Edu-
cation. just
two weeks
agoavery up-
set retired,
African
American public school teacher
unleased a scathing indictment
of destructive and racist prac-
tices in Northeast elementary
schools.

Her angry and factual re-
sponse appeared in the “Letters
From Readers” section and
cited, among other ‘crimes,’ the

dumping into black schools of

the type of incompetence de-
scribed by Dr. Silber. Obvi-
ously the mix with the decently
prepared instructors would make
it almost impossible to assess
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the problems in an effective
manner; “blow the school up?”
[ made the rounds of a couple
of coffee shops and attended a
school meeting of irate parents.
F'he community is trying to get
on top of this thing; paying close
attention to those scary head-
lines regarding
teacher tester and
BY standards. A par-
ent observed, “Can
you believe that
the teacher’s union
is finally making
noises about ‘pro-
fessional standards’ and what
‘they’' can do to improve
things?”
It was very rewarding to hear

PROFESSOR
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a number of quotes from two of
my recent series in the Portland
Observer: “Webster's First Dic-
tionary Featured Eurobonics:
Ebonics for White Folks™ &
“Family Matters: The Way It
Was.” The series “Supper Table
Input™ also was mentioned.

It seems that hundreds of cop-
ies of my “best” articles were
mailed locally and nationally

Equal
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Especially In Education

and some quotes are appearing
on the NET. This a cause that |
(and others) took up years ago
but evidently we were the wrong
messengers and, indeed, some
were assaulted. But it just may
be that we now have added
weight from the top. Are the top
people getting worried or ‘em-
barrassed?’

It is very reassuring to find
that parents are getting sharper
all the time. WE hope it is not
too late. For instance, in that
‘Dr. Silber’ Oregonian article
of July 12, ‘Dismal Results On
leacher Test Underscore Re-
form Need,” he is quoted,
*...This is a telling indictment
of ‘higher education’ 1n
America.”

Across the board, his state-
ment was described as a typical
blatant evasion of the issue. All
audiences cited the standards for
language skills I described for
elementary schools before
World War I1. This is where our
problem begins, not in the uni-
versity. We are not fooled. |

- Continued next week.

A Clear, Consistent Message

By Huch B, Price
PRESIDENT
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

How long does it take for an ethnic
group in America to climb out of pov-
erty? And how can we know when sig-
nificant progress is being made? What
will the rate of progress be for African
Americans?

Theanswertothatold Americanques-
tion is being fashioned right before our
eyes these days through the stories of
striving and success A frican Americans
haveposted in thethree decadessincethe
civil rights triumphs of the 1960s.

The answer is also being crafted by
the nation’s —and Black America’s—re-
sponse to theproblems whichcontinueto
beset poor black neighborhoods, fami-
lies, and individuals.

Trillion Dollar
Roundtable

It is good that we invest in mar-
kets overseas to create high volume
consumers for American products,
but as Jesus asked, “How can you
see asplinter in your neighbor’seye,
but not see a log in your own?”

United Bank of Philadelphia
and Dr. Emma Chappell

Prior to 1992 when United Bank
opened, six banks served Philadel-
phia. they collectively issued $80

RAINBOW PUSH
COALITION

million in loans per year, but less
than $3 million of that money went
tominorities-in acity where African
Americans and Latinos represent half
of the population. There was a des-
perate need for a bank to serve the
under served in Philadelphia.

After overcoming tremendous ob-
stacle, Dr. Chappell opened United
Bank with $6 million in 1992, To-
day, United Bank of Philadelphia is
worth $120 million-2000% growth
in just seven years! There is growth
potential in the inner city.

Tough Questions Answered

Skeptics might ask, “It is all well
and good that we invest in
underserved America during strong
economic times, but what happens
when the economy slows down and
pressures to meet fiduciary respon-
sibilities increase?”

Sandy Weill and Jim Hill, Or-
egon State Treasurer and President
of the National Association of State
Treasurers offered direct, clear an-
Swers. 4
*Treasurer Hill said that, regard-

less of external pressure and fluc-
tuations in the market rates of re-
turn on the responsibilities to earn
market rates of return on the state’s
money that they invest is never
compromised.

*Mr. Weill added, “As we de-
velop this vehicle, it will become
more clear that investing in
underserved America can be
coutercyclical.” Because innercit-
ies and rural areas
have not been ad-
equately devel-
oped relative to
their buying
power, their po-
tential for growth
is much greater
than affluent but
saturated suburban areas.

Link with White House Con-
ference

During a satellite link with the
White House Conference on Com-
munity Empowerment both HUD
Secretary Andrew Cuomo and the
Vice President Gore expressed their
agreement with the roundtable’s
mission and the Administration’s
desire to be a partner in the pro-
cess.

Rev. Jackson told the commu-
nity empowerment conference that
he thought the culmination of the
roundtable’s work would eventu-
ally be the engine that will drive
community empowerment zones.

Plan to Move Forward-Meet-
ing to be set for October

Over the curse of the next few
months, the Rainbow/Push Coali-
tion will lead a group of experts
from the Clinton Administration,
AFL-C10, major corporations,
state treasurers, and fund managers
to design the vehicle to transport
capital to underserved America.

| was drawn to consider this very
broad question when the federal Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics re-
leased itsannual study ofbirthsin America
earlier this month. Its most surprising
finding: The birth rate for unmarried
black women, one of the flashpoints in
the debate over race in America, has
reached its lowest point in 40 years.

According to the federal survey, en-
compassing 3.9 million births in 1996,
the last year for which figures are avail-
able, the birth rate for unmarried black
womenwas 74.4 birthsper 1,000 women.
That is aremarkable drop from the peak
birth rate reached just nine years ago of
90.7 per 1,000 unmarried black women.

Theout-of-wedlock birth rate has de-
clined forall age groups ofblack women,
federal researchers found; and it comes
amidasignificantoverall downwardtrend
inbirth. Fewer babies were bornin 1996
than in any year since 1987. But black
teen girls, until recently, the group with
the highest level of births, showed the
most dramatic birth-rate decline.

Teen births among African Ameri-
cansfellby 21 percent between 1991 and
1996, to just over 9 percent of all black
teenage girls, Hispanic-American teens
are now most likely to give birth, al-
thoughtheirratesalso fell, fromnearly 1 1
percent in 1995 to justover 10 percent in
1996, their first significant drop since
1991.

(For all teens, the overall 1996 birth
rate was 54.7 for every 1,000 young
women ages 15 to 19, down from the
1991 rate of 62.1)

“There’s been no letup, and it’s not
been slowing down,” Stephanie J.
Ventura, the federal demographer who
wrote the report, told the New York
Times. “And it’s not just for teenagers.
For all black women under 30, the de-
clines have been really big.”

The figures took much of the health
community by surprise.

Butdemographersand health experts
said that the good news probably results
from a combination of several different
things: the precaution, including both
increased use of contraceptives and ab-
stention from sex, the AIDS epidemic is
causing some men and women to take;
theimpact of sex education, eitherwithin
oroutside of schools; and effortsby some
organization to encourage abstention or
the use of contraceptives.

Dr.DonnaE. Shalala, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, said refer-
ring to the decline in the black teen birth
rate, “What is significant is that these
declines are in every state. | give a lot of
credit to the A frican-American commu-
nity, which has putoutaclear, consistent
message from the churches, from the
schools, and all sorts of civic organiza-
tions, a drumbeat to young women and
young men that they should not become
parents until they are truly ready to sup-
portachild; thathaving childrentooearty
will limit their options.”

That’s one of the significant points to
consider about this positive surprise: the
importance of sending out a clear, con-
sistent message.

The message that has been “beamed”

to young people in more intense fashion
over the past decade has been to alert
them to a vitally important fact of life:
Nearly 80 percent of children bom to
unwed teen-agemothersgrow upinpov-
erty.

Put positively, themessage has urged
them to follow three simple steps to give
themselves—and their future children--a
chance to avoid a life of poverty:

First, finish high school.

Second, get married before having
their first child.

And third, hold off having that child
until they're over 20 years old them-
selves, and equipped to provide for their
family.

The federal statistics indicate that olur

It’snotbeing Pollyannish to celebrate
that—even as we recognize the need to
continue to work to reduce the still unac-
ceptably high out-of-wedlock birth rate.
(69.8 percentofblack children were born
out-of-wedlock in 1996, compared to
and nearly 41 percent for Hispanics.)

Wecantakeheart from DonnaShalala’s
pointthatteen-age pregnancy ismostoften
a consequence of a girl’s feeling of hope-
lessness about the future. If adolescents—
girlsandboys—think they havea future, she
pointed out, they put off having babies.

Wemustreachmoreofourteens with
that message—thatis, convincethemthey
have a future—for it will mean that our
young peopleand thechildren they even-
tually bring into the world will have a
much easiershotatthe American Dream.

National Night Out: A bright idea in
creating safer neighborhoods.

CONNECTING PEOPLE,

PGE shares your concern for safe,
livable neighborhoods. That's why
we sponsor National Night Out,
America’s night out against crime.
On August 4, PGE invites you to
show your support by turning on
your porch light—a proven crime
fighter. Join or organize a National
Night Out block party or flashlight
walk in your neighborhood. You'll
help make your community a safer
place. For information, call 823-4519
in Portland, 588-6499 in Salem, or
your local police department or
sheriff's office.

PowerR AND POSSIBILITIES
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