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Portland Youth To
Receive $4,000
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Scholarshlp For College

Kelva Johnson, a senior at U.S. Grant High School in
Portland, is one of 153 high school seniors from across the U.S.
who has been honored by the
Coca-Cola Company to receive a scholarship for college.

She joined 152 other high school seniors April 23-
Coca-Cola Scholars National Competition in Atlanta.

The U.S. Grant High School senior found out she was named
a Regional scholar by the Scholars Foundation, and will start
college in the Fall with a $4,000 Coca-Cola scholarship to
study at any accredited college or university in the United

While in Atlanta, the students also toured the city. Scholars
visited the World of Coca-Cola, the Centers for Disease

Coca-Cola Bottlers and The

26 at the

Control and Prevention, CNN and the Martin Luther King, J

Kelva Johnson Named Regional Scholar By Coca-Cola

Scholars Foundation
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Black Coll;;izn Students Answer The Call To Service

BY MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN

Last month the former Alex Haley
Farm in Tennessee, more than 290

A frican American college studentsand
college-age adults from the Children
Defense Fund's Black Community
Crusade for Children (BCCC) com-
pleted a rigorous two-week training
program that prepared them to serve
low-income children at 33 Freedom
Schools in 12 states and the District of
Columbia this summer

At an inspiring graduation cer-
emony, Mayersville, Mississippi
Mayor Unita Blackwell shared stories
of the early days of the Civil Rights
Movement to inspire and sustain these
young student leaders of the new
movement for children.

Our Black youths are answering the
call. The crisis children face in com-
Inunities all overthis country demands
immediate action, not talk. I'm so
grateful that these young people are
inspired and motivated by the same
sense of purpose that [ feltas a college
student in 1960 to work to reclaim our
communities and our children.

In those early days in the Civil

Rights Movement, the support we got
from each other gave us the courage to
carry us through harrowing days. The
bonds we made then have endured a
lifetime as we have gone on, each in
our own way, trying to make a differ-
ence. Lastmonthasthese youngpeople
fromthe Student Leadership Network
for Children worked and learned and
dreamed ofanew ordertogether, bonds
were forged and hopes were strength-
ened. They left the Haley farm ready
to make a positive difference in the
lives of 2,300 children this summer
and beyond, and, as the Bible says,
“the number of disciples multiplied
greatly.”

Freedom School training teaches
youngcollege-age leaderstohelpchil-
dren by combining feeding programs
with cultural and education enrich-
ment, as well as recreation, advocacy,
and conflict management.
must attend weekly seminars and are
involved in their children’s progress.
The adult sponsors and college-age
interns graduated from Freedom
School training through the Ella Baker
Child Policy Training Institute, held

Parents

this year at the University of Tennes-
seeand atthe former Alex Haley Farm
in Tennessee, which is the spiritual
home forthe BCCC and CDF’s center
for intergenerational leadership de-
velopment

Foundedin 1992 inhonorofMs. Ella
Baker, who was an inspiration to thou-
sands of young people like me in the
Civil Rights Movement, the Ella Baker
Child Policy Training Institute contin-
ues her legacy in our new movement for
childrenthrough the work ofthis genera-
tion of young servant leaders.

Freedom Schools unite parents,
young adults, and community leaders
around the common goal of giving
children a safe and positive educa-
tional summer experience. Like the
Mississippi Freedom Schools ot 1964,
they tap into and strengthen the Black
community tradition of self-help and
rebuild the bridges between the gen-
erations. They feed hungry children
(most sites serve meals provided by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Summer Food Service Program), nur-
ture learning starved minds, and bring
light to spiritually damaged lives. For

Robert W. Franz
Cancer Research
Center
Becomes the Classroom

For Grant
Recipient Pursuing
Medicine

While most high school graduates spend the
carefree summer months at odd jobs, 17 year old
Kimberly McClain will be working side by side
with the nationally known research team at the
Robert W. Franz Cancer Research Center. The
Grant High School valedictorian has been se-
lected as the second recipient of the Karen Bender
McCuen Memorial Future Scholars Fund. The
fund was established by family and friends of
Bender who died of melanoma at Providence
Portland Medical Center in October 1996.

Each year, a Portland area high school student
with an interest in science and biology is selected
to spend the summer working with researchers
and physicians, exploring science in a laboratory
setting at the Franz Cancer Research Center.
McClain will have the rare opportunity to learn
about the science of immunotherapy—a focus of
the Franz research team. Scientists are engaging
the body’s immune system to seek and destroy
cancerous tumors.

“I'mactually able to do some of the things I've
only read about in books,” says McClain, who is
performing basic laboratory functions under the
direction of Bernie Fox, Ph.D., chief, Laboratory
of Molecular and Tumor Immunology.

McClain was selected by representatives of the
Franz Cancer Research Center, Providence Port-
land Medical Foundation and Grant high School
Institute for Science and Mathematics. At Grant
she was president of the National Honor Society,
captain of the dance team and a member of the
Grant High School Royal Blues Choir,

McClain plans to attend the University of
Washington in the fall in hopes of becoming a
doctor.

SAFEWAY

FOOD & DRUG
Look For Your

Safeway Weekly
Shopping Guide
In Your Oregonian FOODday
in the Portland Metro Area
..and save more shopping
at Safeway
Enjoy Extra Savings
With The
SAFEWAY EXTRA
In-Store
Savings Guide

Pork Country
Style Ribs

Valu pack. Bone-n.
SAVE up to $1.30 Ib.

many children, Freedom Schools pro-

vide safe havens in dangerous neigh-

borhoods, as well as the mentors and

positive role models of Black college
students. Weall love Michael Jordan,
but the role model our children need is
someone who grew up nearthem, who
went off to college, and came back
home to give back. the college stu-
dents running Freedom Schools serve
children ages 5-18 for 6-8 weeks, inte-
grating reading, violence prevention,
chess, and social action in an activity
based curriculum that promotes so-
cial, cultural and historical awareness.

In Freedom Schools this summer,
young children will exchange letters
with new pen pals in Freedom Schools
inotherstates and begin to forge bonds
of hope and commitment for yet an-
other generation.

Reaching across the country, the
network of those pledged to build a
world safe for children expands, and
the BCCC continues to weave and
reweave the rich fabric of community
that historically has been the corner-

stone for the healthy development of

Black children.
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Seedless Grapes
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