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By LARRY NEUMEISTER

Federal prosecutors promised not
to seek a rematch against Don King
after failing toconvict the spike-haired
boxing promoter or his company in a
second insurance fraud trial.

A Manhattan jury acquitted King,
66, of all nine wire fraud charges ac-
cusing him of

King lingered at the courthouse for
more than an hour after his victory, sign-
ing autographs, posing for pictures and
vowing touse his success tocatapulthim
to even greater achievements.

“This is so great. I'mso thrilled,” said
King, who read a biography of Martin
Luther King Jr. and the bible throughout
the three-month trial. “The most impor-

a verdict on charges against Don King
Productions Inc. A jury in 1995 failed
toreachaverdictonthe same nine wire
fraud charges against King, whobeata
federal tax evasion charge in 1995 as
well.

U.S. Attorney Mary Jo White said
prosecutors werethrowing inthe towel.

“We do not believe it to be in the
public interest i try to the case for a
third time,” White said.

King's lawyer, Peter Fleming Jr.,
repeatedly implied to the jury that his
client was unfairly prosecuted, pur-
suedbyrelentless government investi-
gators who singled him out.

William H. Murphy Jr., who repre-
sented Don King Productions Inc.,

stealing Py . tant thing to
$350,000 The most !mportant me now is
from Lloyd’s : : freedom.”
fom Loyd¥ thing to me now is "
tera 1991 bout freedom. »” note  on
was canceled. Tuesday
The fiederal jury wasunabletoreach  gave the impression that jurors were on

the verge of convicting either King or his
company. Whenit was leamed Thursday
that the jury reached a verdictagainstone
defendant, asubdued defense team waited
anxiously.

At the jury’s announcement, King
smiled. Fleming clapped his hands as his
eves filled with tears.

King greeted the jurors individually
with a handshake.

“Thank you all very much,” he said,
later hugging and kissing some of them
outside the courtroom.

Juror Steve Fiscus said he became
convinced by the evidence that Lloyd's
provided coverage for the money that
became the basis of the charges. The
most serious charge carried a potential

Prosecutors quit after Don King is found
innocent in partial verdict

one ofhis boxers, hesitant to degrade his
defeated opponent although he made
vague comments waming Americans to
beware of losing liberties and said that
“power corrupts.”

He said prosecutors were "‘tenacious,
steadfast and committed.” He added, *1
havebeen justas tenacious, steadfastand

said theexonerationofKingandan 11-  prison term of up to five years. committed.” nickel.

1 vote for an acquittal of King's com- The verdict capped a trial in which King took out an insurance policy Chavez, former World Boxing Coun-
pany, proved the case never should  prosecutors tried to convince jurors that  with Lloyd’sincasea 1991 fightbetween cilsuperlightweightchampion, testified
have been brought. the defendant who cheerily noddedand ~ Cesar Chavez and Harold Brazier was  thatKing paid him only $80,000 to train

“This was a blowout, aresounding  smiled atthem during the trial was a wily canceled. The fightwasultimatelycalled  for Brazier and never told him about an
defeat for the government,” he said. crook. off when Chavez was injured during  insurance claim.

He also accused prosecutors of un- Defense lawyersaccusedprosecutors  training. King has had repeated run-ins with
fairly pursuing King with flimsy evi-  oftrying totear down aself-mademan, a According to prosecutors, King then  the law. He was acquitted of tax evasion
dence. major figure in boxing for three decades  altered hus contract withChavezinaway  in 1985. In 1954, he killed a man who

“I hope they understand the lesson: ~ who has promoted fights for everyone  that would force I loyd’s to reimburse  was robbing a numbers house he oper-
When you come at somebody hard,  from Muhammad Ali to Mike Tyson. King for all training expenses. Then,  ated in Cleveland. It was ruled self-
you got to come at them fair,” he said. After the verdict, King sounded like  King submitted a claim to Lloyd’s and  defense.

fraudulently collected $350,000, pros-
ecutors said.

Prosecutor Baruch Weiss argued that
King either altered the contract himself
ororderedsomeone todoit. Prosecutors
noted that King kept such close tabs on
every financial aspect of his business
that he once signed a check worth a

Jack Nicklaus To
Retire in 2000

As he ends his streak of 154
consecutive majors by missing
the British Open, Jack Nicklaus
now says he won't play any of
golf’s biggest tournaments after
2000.

“It’s my full intention to play
all four majors in the year 2000,”

rather silly,” he said. “I'll still
play some senior golf, but I'm
not going to compete against the
kids.”

On Sunday, Nicklaus finished
sixth in the Seniors Players
Championship, 12 shots behind
winner Gil Morgan. Before the
tournament, Nicklaus said he'll
play the U.S Senior Open on July
23-26 and that will probably be
his final event of the year.

Nicklaus is one of only four
players to win the career Grand
Slam, and the only player to win
all four majors more than once.

He won a record six Masters,
23 years between the first and
the last; four U.S. Opens, shar-
ing the record with Ben Hogan,
Bobby Jones and Willie Ander-
son; three British Opens, along
with a record seven runner-up
finishes; and five PGA champi-
onships - only Walter Hagen, who

By PAULA STORY

The winner of the “Bash at the
Beach' tag-team wrestling match
was almost as much a mystery as
Dennis Rodman’s latest hair color
and Karl Malone’s nasty role re-
versal.

The NBA stars took their feud
inside the wrestling ring Sunday.

Rodzilla delivered. The Mail-
man didn’t. The match was de-
cided by a controversial, last-
minute entrance from a body-
guard.

Rodman, a member of the NBA
champion Chicago Bulls,and “Hol-
lywood” Hulk Hogan beat Malone,
a member of the Utah Jazz, and
“Diamond” Dallas Page before a
sellout crowd of 12,000 and a pay-
per-view television audience.

But this time, it was Malone
who traded in his quiet, work-
manlike self and acted like the

Malone, Rodman
Do Battle in Ring

Malone and Page charged into
the ring at San Diego State’s Cox
Arena wearing purple latex pants.
Lagging behind Hogan, Rodman
sauntered into the ring with aban-
dana on his head to hide his latest
hair color - or perhaps lack of
hair. The bandana stayed in place
throughout the tussle.

No tutus here - he wore jeans
and a T-shirt.

When the rowdy crowd grew
bored of the two leggy basketball
stars taunting each other, they be-
gan screaming “Boring! Boring!”

Hogan responded, bouncing
Malone from rope to rope in a
classically choreographed
“clothesline” move before send-
ing him headlong into Rodman’s
shiny black boot.

Hogan and Rodman were de-
clared winners.

But a defiant Malone disagreed

Fan dies in Champs-
Elysees accident

A bystander hit by a ca
during a World Cup celebra-
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Seahawks Name
Vernon Cheek
Publications
Director

l'he Seattle Seahawks named
Vernon Cheek Director of Publica-
tions. Cheek, 31, joins the Seahawks
staff from Grambling State Univer-
sity where he has served as Sports
Information Director/Marketing
since July 1995.

Among other public relations du-
ties, Cheek will oversee the writing,
design and layout of all Seahawks
publications including the 1998 In-
formation guide and the Seahawks
Insider magazine.

A Grambling State Graduate,
Cheek was amember of the Chicago
Bears marketing department before
accepting the position at his alma
mater.

Born in Chesapeake, Virginia,
Cheek was instrumental in obtaining

corporate sponsorships for the Ti-
gers' media publications as well as
spearheading numerous community

relations ventures.

JEANIES

the 58-year-old Nicklaus said
Monday. “Then that will be the
end of my playing golf period.

played in the match-play era, won
that many.

S

wild, authority-defying rebel. with the result.
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and have people see just a part of
Jack Nicklaus,” he said during a
visit to a new course he designed
at Carden Park with his son,
Steve. “I have tried to give them
the best I could give them.

“I know I can’t give them the
Jack Nicklaus of 35, but I'd like
to give them the best I can give
them of the Jack Nicklaus of 58.
I think the Jack Nicklaus of 58
could probably still play de-
cently.”

Nicklaus said he will still play
in some Senior PGA events after
2000, but his competitive career
will be over.

“I'm fairly much in touch with
what's realistic and if I say I'm
going to stay out there and keep
competing, then that would be
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Simply Cellular & Telephone

Just $45 gets your phone working in 2-3 days
Regardless of your back bill
NO CREDIT REQUIRED

Bring this ad and receive a *free 30 minute

Long distance calling card
(*Valid on new lines of service--US West areas only)
Offer ends August 7, 1998

Order your service today!
(503) 280-8000
3939 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd

9:00 - 6:00 M-F  9:00 - 4:00 Sat.
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