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and a fair degree of certainty, this
situation prevailed at the magic
evening hour: An assigned place for

every person and a uniform sequence
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due to a lack of understanding of the
value and use of personal space and
consequently, the personal nature of

property withinit. Many dare notown

t

some in respect to what [ described as
“one of civilizations most important
hours.” Those*‘personal spins” placed

on tamily channel news was an early
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moonlight excursions down the Mis-
sissippi contracted by yoursenior high
school class. Our genes couldn’t have
changed so fats. What’s going on?
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On The Murder Of James Byrd Jr.

By HuGh B Price
PRESIDENT

I'he brutal murder of James Byrd Jr., of
Jasper, Texasallegedly by three whitemen
wasamodem-day lynchingthatrecallsthe
worst atrocities of the ugly era when racial
discrimination ruled American society.

Today, racial discrimination no longer
rules American society.

But the slaying of James Byrd Jr.-yet
another episode of racism taken to the
extremesofdeadly violence—underscores
the fact that racism remains a significant
factor in American life.

For women as a group, and for blacks
and other people of color, the substantial
progress made in expanding opportunity
has not eliminated the barriers they face in
the workplace—norin justliving their lives
free of racist and sexist violence.

Dataon incidents of racist violence and
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Send your letters to the Editor to:

Dear North Portland Neighbor,

Sincerely
Jim Francesconi,

Commissioner
If You Have Any Questions About:
Improvements or Plan District development
Bryant Enge 823-6875
Public Involvement
Vaughn Brown 235-5881

Editor, PO Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208

The city is undertaking a planning process for improvements at the Portland International Raceway (PIR), that
will also be of benefit to the surrounding neighborhoods. One
possibility ofadding a concert facility to the race
the Bureau of Parks and Recreation to explore

In the initial meetings convened with local residents, ne
raceway users, and business groups, we explore

of the improvements proposed last year was the
way site. As part of the improvement plann ing process, I requested
the feasibility and community interest of an amphitheater at PIR,
ighborhood groups, environmental groups, activists,
d advantages, disadvantages and affects on the quality of life
associated with an amphitheater addition. Environmental impacts, noise levels, traffic and parking were some of
the issues and concerns raised. Some opportunities that could brin
identified. Potential benefits could include:
International Raceway complex, communi

One of the strongest advantages to the
collaborating with the City on this project, sa
public and infusing much needed capital into the Raceway Park complex

I urge you to get involved in the planning process. I want to hear your ideas and concerns about this proposed
project. My key goal is to assure you that improvements at the Portland International Raceway will, wherever
possible, compliment community needs and provide local, as we

g significant benefits to North Portland were also
employment opportunities, increased local access and use of Portland
ty events and enhanced opportunities for area youth.

project idea at this time is the possibility of private developers
ving millions of dollars in development and construction costs to the

Il as citywide, benefits.

By Bernice PowkLL JAck-
SON

When Ralph Ellison's book,
The Invisible Man, was pub-
lished some 50 or so years ago,
it created an uproar because it
pointed to the fact that millions
of African Americans were all
but invisible to the larger soci-
ety. A half a century later there
is an invisible group of people
in our society, including in com-
munities of color, but there is

People Of Color and Disabilities

no hard-hitting novel to tell their
story. The invisible people are
those with disabilities.

Eight years ago the Americans
with Disabilities Act was signed
and went into effect, prohibiting
discrimination on the basis of dis-
ability. And while it has made a
significant difference in the lives
of many people, the 54 million
Americans with disabilities still
face all kinds of discrimination

A few weeks ago | was speak-

ing in California and | told the
story of a federal judge whose
mother had taught him an im-
portant lesson as a child grow-
ing up in the South. When his
mother saw busses passing by an
elderly black woman at the bus
stop in front of their house, his
mother went and stood with the
black woman so that the bus
would stop.

Continuep To Pace B4

hate crimes gathered by the anti-Defama
tion League and other organizations show
that organized white-supremacist hate
groups still constitute a serious threat

But, even more worrisome, those who
closely track hate crimes say that hate
groupsactually commitless than 5 percent
ofthem. The restare the work of individu-
als.

“We're in the era of freelance hate,”
Brian Levin,” an expert on hate crimes,
told USA Today this week. “You may
have people who go to a Klan rally, or tap
onto a web site, but they're their own
franchise.”

Thosewords, chillingasthey are, should
notdismay us. They should energize us to
do the work that needs to be done.

Mr. Byrd's murder, occurring as it did
near the first anniversary of President
Clinton’s much-maligned race relations
initiative, alsounderscores something very
noticeable—andpemicious—aboutthe dis-
cussion of race in America.

Ihat is, that whenever an outrageous
incidentofovertracismsuchasthisoccurs,
adeep silence seems to blanket part of the
nation’s racial landscape.

No, I am not faulting those whites, in
lexas and elsewhere who have forth-
nghtlycondemnedthereprehensibledeed.

Stateand local officialsin Texas appear
to have acted with dispatch to arrest the
men responsible for this act of horrific
savagery, and they have pledged to inves-
tigate the crime fully and prosecute it
vigorously.

And, as our sympathies surround Mr
Byrd’s family and friends, we also ac-

knowledge the decency and courage of
Ronald L. King, whose son is one of the
accused. The open letter of “apology”” he
Issuedthis week wasaselflessact fromone
who, from the depths of his own sorrow,
urges us all to follow the path toward
redemption

“It hurts me deeply,” Mr. King wrote
withobvious anguish, “to know that aboy
I raised and considered to be the most
loved boy I knew could find it in himselfto
takealife. Thisdeed cannotbe undone, but
Thopewecangoforward inpeaceand with
loveforall. Letus findinourhearts love for
our fellow man. Hate can only destroy.”

Who can deny the truth of that state-
ment” We have seen and continue to see
hatred’s destructive force acted out time
and again in this country and around the
world

I'he looming question is: Will we go
forward?

Iatchallenge—hasbeen posedinmany
different words this past week by those
who have been urging the nation toward
suchadiscussion--amongthem, President
Clinton, the Reverend Jesse Jackson, in-
vited by Mr. Byrd’s family to Jasper,
leaders of the Congressional Black Cau-

cus, Kweisi Mfume, Presidentand CEOof

the National Association forthe Advance-
ment of Colored People.

But one group has been noticeably
silent:

Where is the comment from those
who've been saying so vociferously that
weshouldnot pay attentiontorace, that we
should be *blind” to color?

Now, where is the comment-the con-

tribution—of those conservative and so-
called centrist media commentators, poli-
tucians, professors, and think-tank fellows
who'v espentthe past yeardisparaging the
Clinton Race Initiative.

I've looked for them these past few
tLl_\ S.

Instead, | found that profound silence
from them which signals their retreat be-
hind walls of blindness and denial to wait
forthe shock ofthe murder of James Byrd
Jr. to fade away, to wait for us to forget.

[t's up to those of us who are not blind
toreality tonot forget the work that must be
done.

Ihatiswhy the National Urban League
has joined with six other organizations to
fight bigotry. Our partners are; the Anti-
Defamation League, Leadership Educa-
tion for Asian Pacifics, the National Con-
ference for Community and Justice, the
National Congress of American Indians.
the National Council of La Raza, and the
National Italian American Foundation.

We must remember that if we Ameri-
cansdon'tuniteagainstall forms of racism.,
bias and bigotry, intergroup violence will
continue to spread.

Inthatregard, it’snottoolatetoimprove
theeftortthe President s nitiative on Race
has made to encourage a frank, positive
discussionof America’s racial difficulties,

Mr. Clintonhimselfshoulddevotemore
personal attention to it in order to sharpen
its focus and tackle the really tough issues.

T'hat is one way America can “go for-
ward,” and in so doing, redeem the suffer-
ing James Byrd endured and repudiate the
intent of his killers

Connecting with the spirit of Homowo

at the festival in August!

] .

Honoring tradition and celebrating community. That's
what the Homowo Festival of African Arts is all about. And
that's why PGE is proud to be the largest corporate sponsor
of this annual festival of music, dance, art and fun slated for
August 15-16 in Cathedral Park. We're also helping sponsor
Homowo’s African Arts Day Camp for Children in July and
invite you to call now about enrollment: 288-3025. See you
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