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“We will win more contracts and
have PCUN as our union,” asserted
Job Pozos Jr. on Cesar Chavez Day,
l'uesday, March 3 Ist. He spoke asa
member of the negotiating commit-
tee as the Oregon farmworkerunion,
Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del
Noroeste (PCNN, which is trans-
lated as Northwest Treeplanters and
Farmworkers United) and an or-
ganic grower signed the first collec-
tive bargaining agreement in the
history of Oregon agriculture. This
is only the second collective bar-
gaining agreement between
farmworkers and growers to be
signed in the Pacific Northwest.

Workers representing the committee
which negotiated the terms of the
contractsigned the two-year binding
agreement along with Ramon
Ramirez, the President of PCUN,
and Scott Frost of Nature's Fountain
Farm, a transitional 26-acre organic
farm.

Ramon Ramirez, the President of

Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del
Noroeste, eloquently stated; “When
we embarked on this work over
twenty years ago, we knew it would
be long and difficult. Many of the
rights and protections enjoyed by
working people in this country are
not afforded to the farmworkers.

Oregon Farmworker Union Slgns Flrst Contract

Growers have resisted our efforts to

bring about fair treatment and justice
in the fields. In order to make collec-
tive bargaining areality we have had
to take our struggle to the fields, to
the courts, to the legislature, to the
media, to people of conscience, and
lastly to the consumer.”

Juanita Cox-Valdez, Director of the
United Farm Workersof America, AFL-
ClO’ Centro 16 de septiembre in Texas,
read a statement from UFW President
Arturo Rodriguez whichsaid, “PCUN’s
determined efforts mirrorthe UFW's 36-

nity and security for farm workersinour
country. Announcement of this first col-
lectivebargaining agreement in Oregon
isamilestone forbothotourunions. We
rejoice with our sisters and brothers in
PCUN. Their victory is also our own,”

Senator Ron Wyden, in a wnitten
statement of support, echoed the senti-
ments of the UFW, “In the future, |
expect we will look back on today’s
agreemenitasakey moment fromwhich
both workers and growers began to
progress toward a cooperative atmo-
sphere to the benefit of themselves and
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