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(C lje  ^ I n r t l a n b  © b s e r u e r

is proud to announce the 
addition of our web-site, 

http://PortlandObserver.Net 
to better serve the needs of our 

Readers and Advertisers. Check it out!

Wildcats Celebrate National Title

Spring Special
*Refer a friend get on month FREE pager 
service

*Activate any cell phone $45.00-No 
Credit turndowns

*Free Activation & Phone with approved 
credit (annual agreement)

* Activate any Pager $24.95 Free Voice-
mail with this Flyer

*Buy 5 tapes or CD's get one Free

Call the Beeper Man “For your te lecom ­
munication needs"

Call Today 503-288-9180

Cam ped out in front o f  Rupp 
A rena five hours before the na­
tional cham pion Kentucky W ild­
cats were to arrive for a pep rally, 
10-year-old Justin Puffer got a les­
son in supply and demand.

Tickets for the event com m em o­
rating K entucky’s 78-69 NCAA 
tournam ent title game victory over 
Utah were gone within m inutes af­
ter the sales window opened Tues- 
day m orning. But Justin and his 
m other were determ ined to find a 
generous scalper w illing to make a 
sale.

The only problem was that Mom 
had established a price cap.

“ F ifteen  d o lla rs , Ju s tin , no 
m ore,” Lois Puffer told her son.

And that o ffer ju st w asn’t get­
ting many bites considering other 
W ildcats fans, like Dan M ahoney, 
were openly offering $50.

“ I figure that if  I stand out here 
and try to look cute, som ebody will 
ju st give them to m e,” M ahoney 
joked.

But after two hours o f  w aiting, 
neither M ahoney’s m onetary offer 
nor his charm paid off.

T h e  2 0 ,0 0 0  fan s fo r tu n a te  
enough to get tickets somehow 
found a way to scream  louder as 
the pep rally progressed, even with 
strained vocal chords. At 7:06 p.m. 
EST, the team bus drove to the 
edge o f  the Rupp Arena floor, and 
out jum ped the national cham pi­

ons - the ‘Comeback C ats’ as sev­
eral posters proclaimed.

The crowd erupted with the an­
nouncem ent o f  each team member, 
with the loudest cheers o f  all for 
first-year coach Tubby Smith.

“The love affair you all have for 
Kentucky basketball and this pro­
g ram  is
unbeliev­
able, and 
i t ’s s e c ­
ond  to  
n o n e , ”
S m i t h  
to ld  the  
fans, h is 
next sen­
tence be- 
i n g 
d ro w n e d  
o u t by  
c r o w d  
noise.

S e n io r
C am eron M ills gave cred it to 
former coach Rick Pitino, who left 
the team at the end o f  last season to 
accept a coaching job with the Bos­
ton Celtics, but reserved his high­
est praise for Smith.

“1 don ’t think you’ll ever know 
how much our relationship means 
to me,” Mills said, giving the coach 
a hug.

Tournament MVP Jeff Sheppard 
seemed to choke up as he spoke 
about the influence o f  his team ­

mates. And K entucky’s other se­
nior, Allen Edwards, thanked the 
fans for supporting him following 
the death o f  his mother during the 
tournament.

At the end, the players raised 
the cham pionship banner to the 
rafters, w here it jo ined those for 

six previous 
n a t i o n a l  
titles.

A t 
K eeneland, 
across from 
Blue Grass 
A i r p o r t  
w h e re  the 
team landed 
T u e s d a y  
night, an es­
timated 800 
to  1,000 
fans showed 
up , m any 
b e c a u s e

they couldn’t get tickets to the cel­
ebration in Rupp Arena.

The players went out in the 
crowd and signed shirts and news­
papers, while Smith was presented 
with a cake that read: “Tubby takes 
the cake.”

Not everyone was up at the crack 
o f  dawn to even try for pep rally 
tickets. A fter a night o f  wild party­
ing downtown, Doris Cowan wasn ’t 
even up at 9 a.m. when she was 
scheduled to supervise the student

union food court. She showed 
up about an hour later.

“After the pep rally tonight, 
w e’re going back into the streets 
to party again! W e’re not going 
to stop until the ‘Cats drop,” 
said Cowan, admitting that such 
a regimen could make for an 
exhausting offseason.

W ith tw o seasons o f  p rac ­
tice  in controlling wild crowds 
after national title games, Lex­
ington police w ere ready to 
handle the mob o f  close to 
15,000 fans who celebrated in 
the streets. Three hundred o f­
ficers lined downtown Lexing­
ton in full riot gear, watching 
the chaos with the aid o f  spot­
lights from a National Guard 
helicopter.

Police made 10 arrests and the 
UK hospital reported treating 25 
people for minor injuries.

Still, police said the chaos 
never reached  the level o f  
Kentucky’s championship night 
two years ago when, among other 
things, officers were pelted with 
beer bottles and a television news 
crew ’s van was overturned.

“ I’m glad March Madness is 
over,” assistant ch ief Sandra 
Devers said early Tuesday as 
road-cleaning machines wiped 
away beer cans, broken glass and 
abandoned shoes that saturated 
the area. “I t’s time for A pril.”
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TOTAL SHOE CLEARANCE!

SEASIDE, OREGON

STAY & SAVE 
DELUXE ROOMS 

2369 S. HOLLADAY DRIVE

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 
(503) 738-6269 OR 

1-800-466-8356

BRING IN THIS AD AND GET 
10% OFF YOUR STAY! I

i//// nn Misimi's
WHERE THERE'S 

ALWAYS A SALE GOING ON. 
LOCATED:

3532A NE MLK JR. BLVD
335-0905

4217 NE Fremont 
Portland, Oregon 97213

(503) 249-5972
7:30 - 6:30 M-F 9:00 - 4:00 Sat.

J - --------------------- - ------------------l-

Beaumont Cleaners | 
Coupon I

$12 off of 
$30 or more

!-----------------------------------1-
Beaumont Cleaners I 

Coupon
I

$4 off of I
$12 or more I

Beaumont Cleaners 
C oupon

$8 off of 
$20 or more

Beaum ont C leaners 
C oupon

25% off 
Blankets

__________________________ I

p,ffORDABLETROPH (fi

TROPHIES - PLAQUES 
SUBLIMATION - ENGRAVING 

SCREENPRINTING 
HATS - SHIRTS - JACKETS 

a t
AFFORDABLE PRICES

g o n  a n d  r-JJoretta  felice 

2 0 0 5  8 th  ~ d L e .  
W e s t  d \ n n  O fc ?  9 7 0 6 8

( 5 6 3 )  6 5 7 - 5 6 7 3  3 a x  5 5 7 - 5 6 7 7

ATTENTION
LIVE PSYCHIC!!!

1-900-740-6500
Ex. 6733 

#3.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.

Serv-U (619) 645-8434

GET YOUR 
GAME 

RESULTS
NOW!!!

1-900-285-9371
Ex. 6585 

$2.00 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.

Serv-U (619) 645-8434

DATES
GUYS & GALS 

DATES
1-900-285-9245

Ex 7221

It's not too late to sign up for
Peninsula Little League Softball/ 

Baseball!

For more information please call: 285-0500 or 283- 
3288.

Applications are also available at The Portland 
Observer, 4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Boulevard.
Donations are welcome. Sponsors and Umpires are also needed.
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Advertise In 
Wlje $ortlanb  QDbscvüer 

call 288-0033

EXPAND
YOUR
HORIZONS

1-800-
USA-NAVY
www.navyjobs.com

4 t

http://PortlandObserver.Net
http://www.navyjobs.com

