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B> Prof. Me Kim.fv Bt nr
Apparently our February 25 ac­

count o f major technology on the 
Howard Hughes famed "Spruce 
Goose” being designed and devel­
oped by an African American engi­
neer- Thomas M. (Don) Rutherford, 
PE, - has produced an attitude of 
absolute incredulity in some quar­
ters.

We can understand that, having 
lived in America forquitesometime. 
However, the accomplishments of 
this 1932 graduate o f  Portland’s 
Benson Technical High School are 
so important to our task of establish­
ing suitable role models for our youth 
(black or white), that we should make 
immediate effort to validate and docu­
ment Don’s genius for even the most 
skeptical.

To this pleasurable end, we have 
assembled here some o f the finest 
testimonials and documentation seen 
in many a day. Some of the ’doubting 
Ihomases’ should hang their heads 
in shame, that their life-long avoca­
tions have not produced such unre­
strained praise and approval. And 
these are just from the Hughes Tool 
Company, makers o f that huge (lying 
boat.

There is a general letter of testi­
monial from Mr. William T. Mickle, 
Howard Hughes C h ief Aircraft 
Projects Engineer. And there is the 
Employment Service Record signed 
by A.M. Clark, Industrial Relations 
Director (Last job, Aeronautical En­
gineer and certified by FA A as Flight 
Engineer). There are more that we 
have not room forsuch as from Daniel 
Grant, Hydraulic Staff Engineer and 
co-pi lot of the Spruce Goose ..great 
intelligence, unimpeachable integ­
rity.”

A Iso there is a copy o f that famous 
patent for the mechanism that facili­
tates the sliding door on automobile 
vans. And a photocopy o f Mr 
Rutherfords certification as a Pro­
fessional Engineer, State o f Califor­
nia. What is it with these people 
(some local) who say they worked on 
the project but “never saw a black 
man anywhere"? And such has been 
the fate o f so many of our great black 
inventors throughout our history.
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’Don’ is affiliated with Alpha Phi 
Alpha, Phi Delta Kappa, and Ameri­
can Society o f Mechanical Engineers 
and is. listed in "Black Inventors -

Stories and Sketches", Lorene 
Richardson and Mary Tyler Jackson 
(1978).

And beside (not behind) every

remarkable man is a rem arkable 
woman. Picture here is o f the late 
Judy Rutherford whom we cited in 
our 2 25 article as a dedicated edu­
cator. Married for over fifty years, 
both Rutherfords found quality 
time for youth. Judy was also ac­
tively involved with two organiza­
tions providing scholarships for 
young black students. Delta Sigma 
I beta, and the Links, Inc. a class 
act, indeed.

Phillip Johnson
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THE SKY IS THE LIMIT INCUSTOMER
Big H o iie  No Problem! 
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You Name It No Problem!
»/’DREAMERS,”
I will find that dream ^ y,

house you want In the tyne 
vant at the pri 
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Spring Is Here!
(The (Observer Would

Like To Wish You A  
Happy And Safe Spring Break!

GREAT HOUSE, GREAT PRICE & 
GREAT LOCATION

Three bedroom, two baths, vaulted ceilings in 
living/dining and master bedroom. Large 
vaulted entry with hardwood & alcoves. Bayed 
window in living room. On culde-sac, brick 
accent, real wood trim, fenced & wood deck & 
large private side yard. Built 1990. $159.900. 
#HDC12836.

Call Debbie (503) 708-5510 or 1-888-288-5432.
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Slow Down For The Sake Of 
Our Kids.
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“WOODED ACRES” $149,000
S67/SQUAREFOOT/GREAT VALUE

Tri-level with 2 separate living areas. Offers potential for extended 
family or in-law quarters. Remodeled kitchen. 10,000+square foot lot. 
$3,000 carpet allowance.

call 5O3-7O8-55IO or 1-888-288-
5432

Columbia Gorge $229,900
SKAMANIA! CHALET WITH 11+ ACRES

Columbia Gorge property with 6 acres, fenced and 12 X 16 horse bam. 
House has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths with 2,000 SF deck off master suite. Only 
20 miles to 1-205 access.

Please call 503-708-5510 or 1-888-288-
5432.
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