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Attention Readers!
Please take a minute to send usyour comments. We’re always trying to give you 
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and 
what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We 
take criticism well! Get your powerful peas out NOW and address your letters 
to: Editor. Reader Response, P.O, Box 3137, Portland, QR 97208,
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Have you ever heard that familiar 
legal phraseology delivered in such 
solemn and serious tones as when 
V em on Jordan, the President’s good 
friend, described his own testimony 
within the grand ju ry  room ? Or, as it 
had been put, “nothing but the facts, 
m a’am !”

But the W hite House aside, we 
w onder how many o f  our readers 
may have noticed the passing o f  noted 
historian, Henry Steele Com m ager 
at age 91. And if  the nam e proves 
familiar, it is, because I have so often 
cited his best known work in support 
o f  facts that might raise eyebrow. For 
alm ost fifty years Steele edited the 
authoritative, “Documents o f  Am eri
can H istory.”

His foreword says it quite well, 
“Here are the fundamental sources o f 
American history which all students 
o f  the subject read about, but for the 
most part have not read; in this they 
share em barrassm ent with many o f  
their teachers, w ell-read scholars
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'Ehank You For Reading T he Portland O bserver

By T he Rain Bow Pi sh 
Coalition

Thirty years ago, the Kemer Com
mission reported that America was in 
danger ofbecoming two societies - “one 
black, one white; separateand unequal.” 
This week the Milton S. Eisenhower 
Foundation’s report finds that the Kemer 
Commission’s predictions have been 
realized. The structural, vertical gaps are 
widening despite the 1954 SupremeC’ourt 
ruling in Brown v. Board o f Education.

The Rainbow/PUSH Coalition and 
the Citizenship Education Fund ad-

We Need To Heal, Not Hurt, 
Children In Trouble

By M arian W right Edelman
A harsh Senate bill that would 

treat children as young as 14 like 
hardened adult crim inals by tossing 
them in adult jails has a serious chance 
o f  becom ing national law this year 
unless our com m unity takes action.

Senate Bill 10 (S. 10) threatens to 
wipe out m ore than tw o decades o f  
progress in protecting children from 
adults in jail. The C hildren’s De
fense Fund’s(C D F) work in the early 
1970s to expose the horrors faced by 
children locked in adult ja ils helped 
lead to passage o f  the Juvenile Jus
tice and Delinquency Act which guar
anteed that children would be sepa
rated from adult prisoners.

Now politicians are poised to re
m ove those safeguards. The House 
has already passed a com panion bill 
to S.IO and election-year politics 
could put this m isguided, m ean-spir
ited law on a fast track.

Besides subjecting children  as 
young as 14 to adult ja ils, the bill will 
treat nonviolent offenders and run
aways and truants harshly by allow 
ing them to be locked up for up to 14 
days, and held in adult ja ils up to 24 
hours.

O f all youths arrested, only one in 
20 youths is arrested for a violent 
crim e, yet the bill allow s the juvenile 
justice  system  to be underm ined 
based on a m inority. S. 10 is based on 
fear, not facts. M ost children are 
arrested for nonviolent offenses like 
vandalism  and shoplifting.

“The current politically driven 
debate ignores not only the signifi
cant recent drops in crim e, juvenile 
crim e, and hom icides, but ignores 
the lessons o f  the past decade on how 
to reduce crim e,’ says CD F Assistant 
G eneral Counsel Kim Wade.

T here’s clear evidence that S.IO 
poses a serious danger to our young 
people. Children jailed with adults 
are eight tim es more likely to com m it

suicide, five times more likely to be 
sexually assaulted, and twice as likely 
to be assaulted by prison staff.

This bill will make an already 
unfair system even tougher on Black 
children. Even though Black chil
dren represent only 15 percent o f  all 
children in the United States, they 
constitute more than half o f  all chil
dren transferred to adult courts. Even 
when prior records are similar, Black 
youths are more likely than W hite 
youths to be arrested tried as adults, 
convicted, and imprisoned. This bill 
does nothing to address the higher 
rate o f  minority youth confinement.

It is particularly distrusting that 
S.IO also fails to break the deadly 
link between children and guns, al
though the availability o f  cheap guns 
lies at the root o f  the problem o f  
youth violence. In 1995, 83 percent 
o f  murdered children over age 12 
w ere killed with a gun.

S.IO would not spend a penny on 
program s that prevent crime. The 
city o f  Boston has lost only one chi Id 
to gun violence since July 1995, a 
dram atic record made possible by 
church-led efforts to give children 
opportunities to be nurtured and grow 
so they can become productive, law- 
abiding citizens ready to take their 
place in the world.

Clearly new strategies are needed 
to address a violent crime problem 
that has left too many neighborhoods 
unsafe and too many young people in 
prison, injured, or dead. But politi
cians shouldn ’t overlook proven pre
ventive measures in favor o f  politi
cally popular approaches that will 
surely make youth crime and vio
lence worse.

Join D C F’s Black Com munity 
Crusade for Children (BCCC) in 
opposing S.IO and call your Sena
tors today at the U.S. Capitol switch
board at 202-224-3121 to urge them 
to vote against S.IO.

though they be....and would have 
quoted fifth-hand testim ony with as 
clear a conscience as docum ents 
themselves."

E ffe c tiv e  e d u c a tio n a l u se  o f  
d o cu m en ts  is p ra c tic a lly  im p o s
s ib le  u n le ss  th e ir  c o n te n t can  be 
re tr ie v ed  by m ean s o f  an in fo r 
m ation  sy s tem  w h o se  o p e ra tio n  
and in ten t is as c o n s is te n t and 
tru s tw o rth y  as th e  hum an  c o n d i
tion  w o u ld  seem  to p e rm it. L aw 
yers , ju d g e s , s ta te sm e n  and  p o li
tic ia n s , sc h o la rs  and  s tu d e n ts , 
w rite rs , p u n d its  an d  k n o w le d g e 
ab le  c itiz e n s  h av e  all co m e to 
a c c e p t C o m m a g e r ’s m a g n u m  
opus as a c re d ib le  p ro d u c t (B u t 
C a re fu l, fac ts  can  m is lea d  you).

E v e r  s o  o f te n  I d ra w  th e  
re a d e r ’s a tte n tio n  to  th is  ty p e  o f  
ev id e n tia ry  su p p o r t fo r u se  in 
th e ir  e ffo rts  to  a u th e n tic a te  m any 
o f  th e  fac tu a l = b u t n e v e r th e le ss  
ch a lle n g e d  - a c c o u n ts  o f  A frican  
A m erican  h is to ry . N ow , it is the 
case , so m e tim e s , th a t th e  s u p 
p o rtin g  fac ts  an d  d o c u m e n ta tio n

are  c o ro lla ry , ra th e r  than  d irec t.
For instance, when I was making 

the case that the opportunity for 
A m erica to obtain all those tens o f  
millions o f  acres o f  land through the 
“Louisiana Purchase” com e about 
because o f  the indom itable courage 
o f  the revolting Haitian slaves under 
the leadership o f  the black generals, 
Toussaint Louverature and Jean- 
Jacq u es D essa lin es  - N apo leon  
Bonaparte realized he could never 
hold the far-away West Indies against 
these freedom fighters - 1 used spe
cific documents from “Com m ager’s” 
to illum inate the stage.

“Docum ent No. 107. Jefferson On 
I he Im portanceofN ew O rleans April 
18 ,1802 .” In this letter to the A m eri
can m in ister in France, T hom as 
Jefferson expressed his extrem e ner
vousness and “concern over the oc
cu p a tio n  o f  N ew  O rlean s and 
Florida.” At the sam e time Jefferson 
tells British he w ould rather “marry 
their fleet” than see France control 
the M ississippi.”

“ D o c u m e n t N o. 108, T h e

Cessaition o f  Louisiana April 30, 
1803" Jefferson and his advisors in a 
“state o f  consternation” as they learn 
o fa  secret agreement by which Catho
lic Spain ceded all o f  the territory 
W est o f  the M ississippi back to 
France. Almost overnight a frantic 
U .S . C o n g re s s  a p p ro p r ia te s  
$2,000,000 for the purchase o f  this 
“Louisiana Territory.”

However, in the foreword to this 
quite ‘ factual ’ docum ent, Com m ager 
supplies this historic fiction. “For 
reasons primarily concerned with the 
critical m ilitary situation on the ‘con
tinen t’, N apoleon decided to sell the 
w hole o f  Louisiana.” (W hat you 
say!).

W hat happened to the “slave re
volts” that struck terror in the hearts 
o f  A m eric an  c o tto n  g ro w e rs” ? 
T o u s s a in t  L o u v e ra tu re  a n d  to  
D essalines? See "B efore The M ay
flow er” by Lerone Benne Jr. and see 
books by J.A. Rogers. N apoleon got 
m ore m ileage out o f  these two black 
generals than the 12 on European 
staff.

dressed this issue and hosted the sec
ond annual “Closing the G ap” Edu
cation policy conference Sunday, 
March 8-Tuesday March 10.

The h igh 1 ight o f the conference was a 
three-stoptourofasuburbanhighschixil 
(N euqua V alley High School in 
Naperville, IL), an urban high school 
( DuSable High School in (  Chicago), and 
the Cook County Corrections Center.

Rev. Jackson said, “This tour is a 
poignant illustration o f the disparities 
between the haves and the have-nots 
and why poor children end up in jail

and affluent children end up at Yale.”
Neuqua Valley High School - A 

$62 Million Model
* Nine specialized com puter labs, 

two gyms, and exercise room, and an 
O lym pic-size sw im m ing pool.

* Teachers’ salaries are as much 
as $20,000 higher than their inad
equately funded urban counterparts.

DuSable High School, by contrast, 
simply does not have the resources to 
compete. It is the ultimate statement o f 
cynic i sm for the state to ha ve con fidence 
in jails over schools and to fund them

accordingly.
A cc o rd in g  to  th e  E d u c a tio n  

T rust’s 1996 Education W atch State 
and National Data Book...

* School districts with less than 
5% o f  their children in poverty spent 
on average $6565 per student.

* School districts with m ore than 
25% oftheirchildren in poverty spent 
$5173 per student.

Poor children, w hether urban or 
rural, need more support, not less, to 
overcom e the obstacles to learning 
in their daily lives.

BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES:

Supporting Family Strengths

<EIje ^ o r t l a n b  (© bseruer Multnomah County's Family ( enters support family strengths 

with 14 locations throughout the county.

UTT Then our 
VV family faces

a challenge, 
we face it 
head on.

With all our minds 
put together, 
we’ll come up

with something to 
meet that challenge.”

-G E N E V A  JONES, 
grandparent of six,

great-grandparent of three

ly”-
centers

Building Better Communities
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