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Editorial Articles Do Not Necessarily
Reflect Or Represent The Views Of
TChe Jortland Observer

Attention Readers!
Please take a minute to send us your comments, We're always trying togive you
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and
what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We
take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters

to: Editor, Reader Response, P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208,
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By MAURICE A. DAWKINS
The first bull scale attack on
the failings of the Welfare Re-
form Act passed by Congress
and currently implemented at the

State level is being launched by |

the nulmnt Black founder of
self help job training in
America.

Calling together OIC Lead-

ers and Community Based Or-
ganization Movement leader-
ship of the Urban League, SER.
and other ‘Hispanic and Native

American job training programs

Sullivan is contacting Congress-
men, Senators, and the White
House on March 4th in the
nation’s capital.

He is calling for amendments
to the Welfare Reform Act that
will repair the safety net. De-
claring that far too many wel-
fare recipients are falling
through the holes in the socio-
economic safety net the founder
of selective patronage boycotts
in Philadelphia and highly re-
spected advisor to Jesse

Jackson’s Operation Breadbas-
ket is using egillative pro-
cess - on the House

and Senate I.l or Commmeel
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'Bring Out The Noise,

By ProrFeEssorR McKINLEY
Burt

A long-time reader of the Port-
land Observer says you've done
just that with recent “thrilling
revelations in our *Black History
Month’ section.” Thank you but
just wait until you see what we
have for this week!

It seems that our proud reader
went to the photocopy shop and
had dozens of copies made to
send all over the country to rela-
tives, friends, and “frat broth-
ers.” When he called and later
came by [ said, “maybe you
should have waited just one more
week. We certainly appreciate
your interest and enthusiasm,
that’s our goal, but check this
out, Wednesday, February 25.7

“Our presentation of another
black engineering genius is a
mind-blower: A ‘home-grown’
product of Portland’s ‘Benson
Technical High School’ as it was
called in those days. Thomas M.
Rutherford, or “don’ as he pre-
fers (insists) on being called, was
a 1932 graduate of Benson (Tech-
nical Aviation major)anda 1941
graduate of the University of Or-

egon.

Our brilliant, but modest engi-
neer, went on to establish a fifty-
year career in top level technol-
ogy, including critical engine
controls he designed and in-
stalled on Howard Hughes’
famed “Spruce Goose,” the
world’s largest plane. ‘Don’ says
“it was actually made of birch
wood!” But turn to our Black
History Month section to read
about the wondrous career be-
tween Benson High School and
“Rutherford & Associate Engi-
neers of Southern California.

Believe me there was not
nearly enough room to describe
this remarkable saga; 1 will be
doing that in a national publica-
tion.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch,
it seems that | “was there fastest-
with-the-mostest™
a famed Civil War general

The reference is to my weekly

as 1ht."\' quote

insistence that honoring Black
History for just one month of the
year is not enough-it must be
lived, experienced and exploited
on a continual basis, rational, and
spiritual. Readers have sent me

Al wli
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Bring Out The Brains”

clippings from several ‘Black’
comic strips that emphasize this
very point.

l'his past Sunday in “Jump
Start” which features a black
couple, a policeman, nurse and a
toddler, we have them quoting
Black History and ending up with
the wife complaining, “...except
that it's only taught for one
And in the daily black
“Curtis,” the very
same point was made. This latter

month!”
comic strip,

series deals with a very real sce-
nario built around inner-city life,
especially as it affects the early
black teens

And it was with a deep gratifi-
cation that | reviewed the com-
munications from readers who re-
marked that I was “out there early
on” with the admonition that
Black History cannot be a peri-
odic thing like Spring Break.
Several readers noted that in the
Portland Observer for 2/18/98,
the guest columnist for the Na-
tional Urban League takes up the
theme I've been pushing for
months. His delayed advice is
“To Be Equal:
Black History.”

Rediscovering

Good stuff, as far as it goes,
but you will note the critical point
made last week in the final ar-
ticle of my series, “Black His-
tory Month is Here (Again). It
seems very well to present a care-
fully controlled, establishment
and corporation approved roster
of ‘acceptable’ black heroes-not
a thing wrong with our greats,
from Rev. King to Jackie
Robinson and from Dr. Drew to
Dr. Carver.

But as I pointed in my
column on the same

“Per-
spectives”
page, there is a method in ‘ol
massa’s madness.’

The materials
present a black whose existence
in the universe began with sla-
very-No Egypt (known as Ethio-
pia to the ancient writers), no
pyramids, no Black Popes, no
Europeans attending the great
universities of Timbuktu in West
Africa, no Napoleon’s black gen-
erals, no Pushkin, no Alexander
Dumas, No Issaac Newton de-
scribing African mathematics and
astronomy.”

No nothing but a new slavery
of the mind.

"

I've seen

Why We March

The Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, the
Brotherhood Crusade, dozens of
other progressive organizations and
community leaders, and thousands
of citizens marched from the LA
Coliseum to the Ronald Reagan State
Building on Monday February 23 at
8:00am to protest Propositions 209
(anti-race and gender), 187 (anti-
Immigrant), 226 (anti-worker) and
227 (anti-language).

Justas we face down foreign weap-
ons of mass destruction, so too must
we face down domestic policies of
mass destruction. These exclusion-
ary propositions are anti-growth.
They aredivisive. They seek todrive
awedge between us instead of trying
to bring us together.

Devastating Impact of prop. 209

In the wake of Prop. 209, doors of
opportunity are being slammed shut
in minorities’ and women'’s faces.

*Only one African American cur-
rently enrolled in the UC Berkeley
Law School first year class.

* African American and Latino
enrollment at California’s public law
schoolsandbusiness schools has been
nearly cut in half in only one year.

* There are virtually no women
contractors with the City of San Di-
ego.

* Of LA County's $1.4 billion
paid to contractors in FY 96-97, only

6.3 went to Community Business
Enterprise firms.

* The number one growth indus-
try in California and much of the rest

students admitted to UC-Davis Medi-
cal School under “special circum-
stances” than African American and

Latino students.

RAINBOW PUSH

COALITION

of the country is the Jail Industrial
complex. We are throwing money
into new jails to lock our youth up
instead of investing money in new
schools to lift our youth up.

Shatter Affirmative Action Myths

* Affirmative Action is not about
race and gender preferences. Quotas
have always been illegal. Affirma-
tive action is a conservative remedy
to demonstrated patterns of race and
gender discrimination.

* Affirmative action is a majority
issue, not a minority issue. In Cali-
fornia, minorities are 48% of the
population and women are 51% of
the population.

* Standardized tests and grades
arenottheonly criteria for university
admission. According to the Journal
of the American Medical Associa-
tion, last year there were more white

To Be

English-Only Measure (Prop. 227)
counterproductive-English is a great
language, but there is nothing sacred
about it. Jesus did not speak it. In the
new worldeconomy, America’s great-
est strength - our competitive advan-
tage over all other countries - is our
diversity. We should be striving to be
bilingual or multi-lingual. Our ability
to grow inthe nextcentury will largely
be determined by our ability to com-
municate with people of all different
cultures and nationalities.

Workers Under Attack

An issue on the June ballot in
California, the deceptively titled
“Campaign Reform Initiative”
(Proposition 226) is a direct assault
on the First Amendment rights of
working people. It is & blatant at-
tempt to silence working people and
eliminate them from the political pro-

Eqgqual

cess. If passed, this initiative would
require union members to go through
their employers for authorization to
use dues for political purposes.

Campaign Finance Protections
Already Exist

In CWA v. Beck (1988), the Su-
preme Court said that workers who
are employed in a union shop do not
haveto jointhe union. Assuch, work-
ers who do not want their money to
be used for political purposes have
the rightto request that it not be. This
ruling makes Prop. 226 unnecessary
if its intent is truly to reform cam-
paigns.

Similar Initiatives In other States
and Congress

* Michigan and Washington have
already passed similar bills.

* The results of the Washington
bill are particularly disturbing. Be-
cause labor’s political contributions
have been slashed by 90%, both
houses in the state legislature and the
Governor’s mansion are controlled
by Republicans.

* States presently trying to force
through anti-worker measures in-
clude NV, AZ, AK, WI, OR, MO,
and GA.

* In Congress, US Senate Bill 8
and House Resolution 2806 are at-
tempts to eliminate workers’ voices
in federal elections.

Black Poverty/White Poverty

By HuGH B. PrICE, PRESIDENT,
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

Earlier this month I read a news-
paper article about a part of Ken-
tucky where hard-core poverty has
settled over the landscape-and the
people who there-like a shroud.

This is an area where 46% of the
residents live in poverty and at least
25% live below the federal
government’s baseline poverty
marker-a rate almost double the na-
tional average; where nearly halfthe
adults are unemployed, where two-
third receive some kind of federal
assistance, and where more than half
the adults are so bereft of schooling
that they are functionally illiterate.

This is an area where residents are
insuch despair that anew program to
help them accumulate savings-for
every one dollar individuals put into
their own savings account, the pro-
gram will contribute six-has, aston-
ishingly, largely been ignored.

The program’'s administrator ex-
plained the low participation by say-
ing: “They don’t think they have a
future. Ifthey did, they would think
about it and delay instant gratifica-
tion. But they have no reason to.
And they can’t. They can only think
about how they are going to feed the

children this week and pay the rent
this month.”

If you think this place is an inner-
city neighborhood, peopled by desti-
tute A frican Americans and Hispanic
Americans, think again.

It’s Owsley County, Kentucky, one
of the poorest of the 399 counties in
13 states which make up Appalachia.
This is one of the places where hard-
core white poverty lives.

I thought of the people in Owsley
County, Kentucky and throughout
Appalachia when | watched, again,
earlier this month, the “Frontline”
program on PBS. The Two Nations
of Black America, in which Harvard
Professor Henry Louis Gates Jr. and
other black scholars and civil rights
figures discussed whether a wide
divide has opened up between the
black middle class and the black poor.

They concluded that it has, and
that the black middle class must find
a way to narrow it substantially, al-
though, it was strongly implied, some
middle-class blacks could care less
about the black poor.

These two news media consider-
ations of poverty and poor people in
Americastarkly illustrate how, you'll
pardon the expression, colored our
thoughts, our language, our perspec-

tive, and our public discussion are by
our notions of black and white.

That is to say, how, when it’s
African Americans being talked or
written about, the entire issue is
placed inside a “black frame,” and,
very often, “dis-connected” and iso-
lated from being considered part of
the American mainstream.

It’s not accidental that the “*Front-
line” program’s title was “The Two
Nations of Black America™-as if
blacks live in a separate land, where
what they do and think and aspire to
has no relationship to what happens
in American society—while the news
article in The New York Times about
the white poor in Appalachia was
devoid of any reference to race or
ethnicity, or, for that matter, a “cul-
ture of poverty” at all.

Why is that, particularly when the
Time's wrenching report implicity
illuminated the parallels that exist
between the continued existence of
desperate poverty among both poor
whites in the depressed, rural areas
of Appalachia and the black and His-
panic poor in depressed urban neigh-
borhoods?

No one can honestly examine the
problem of poverty in Appalachia
and then say that the problem of

“

those African Americans who are
desperately poor is a “black prob-
lem” that every American but Afri-
can Americans need pay no attention

This is the old racist posture of
“separate but equal” at its cruelest
and most dishonest.

Yes, even in this period when a
robust economy is benefiting mil-
lions, there is a continuing signifi-
cant problem of poverty in America
among white, Native Americans,
Asian Americans, Hispanic Ameri-
cans, and African Americans. It has
systemic causes. Some of those
causes have been discussed before in
this column, and were all too briefly
mentioned by the scholars and civil
rights figures on the “Frontline” pro-
gram and by the anti-poverty activ-
istsinterviewed for the 7imes article.

Wekeep missing opportunities to
both categorize things in racial terms
and to discuss issues in ways that
transcend racial and ethnic bound-
aries so that there can be a substan-
tive conversation across the bound-
aries of race and ethnicity about what
are American problems.

It’s long past the time to break the
color barrier that limits an honest
discussion of America’s public
agenda,
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