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o] a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and
| redsi wement... ; spestions are welcomed and appreciated. We : : A .
;:tl::;c:;::a:”‘;{";I:-ln\uu:-l::.-:l\i.LsLml :lrl:n::ul \‘“\'\' '.I‘l:lll:l[h:rll'tN1?llll"|l'lll'l'~ By Pror. McKiNLEY Bugrt tory On Trial” represents a very language...society would be more recently discovered “Blduk His
e to: Editor, Reader Response, P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208, I'he following critical analy- recent generation of educators  equitable, just and unified,” he tory Month. Major firms seem
A sis of the teaching of history in  and historians who have gained furnished a list “What Every intent on catching up with the
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elecuions, we need to remind I'he Dangers of Low Turnout
ourselves of the importance ol o combat apathy, people
Ry voler participation in the demo need to see how the decisions
' cratic process. Low voter par that elected officials make al
R ticipation is a chronic illness in ect their lives every day. The
this country. The highest voter examples of what can happen
turnout in American history was when volter 1i|||'1|'{|ll\l"\l‘l.'\l-lll\
in 1960. And even then, less low are plentuful and frighten
than two-thirds of eligible votu ing. One recent example springs
ers made i1t to the polls to mind-the 1994-midterm elec
Turnout and income tion
A voter’s hikelihood t« ' 1 I'he average turnout for all
the polls on election Day 1s di ngressional districts in 1994
I'L'\ll_\ related to that voter n wias 36% thg“-\ulg\\_|\,‘Hl_._-h|
come ving Congress led by Newit
* Less than 40% of peopl Gingrich bent on dismanthing
¥ carning less than $15,000/yean h ocial safety net and pro
vole ran ke Medicare while giv
* About 75% ot |':'-I[‘|\' [ ng huge tax breaks to the
ing more than $50,000/y tthiest Americans
vole Possibilities of High Turn
4 This creates a vicious cycle oult
J Politicians are not responsiy South Africa is a perfect ex
z to working class and poor ample of what can be accom
. people’s needs because they d plhished when nearly everybody

on election
The only

cycle is to

of workin

be

forced 1

come people to

Campaign
eason Is Here

As we approach the midterm

are not responsive,

not vote. Because the ['-"Ilh

numbers were reversed and

the peoplc the right to vote, Black South
feel powerless and stay home Africans United and finally won
Day the right to vote, Black South
way to break the Africans United and used their
convince lower in power to elect Nelson Mandela
volte. If these I'he stakes this fall are high
1 5% * 435 Congressional races.

g class and poor * 37 Gubernatorial races

people voted, politicians would 34 U.S. Senate races
o be responsive to I'housands of state and lo
cal races

them regardless of who contrib

uted to their campaigns

an tes. When they finally won

s.lllng as a sport dates back to the 17th contuty Orlglnlﬂng in the
Netherlands, it was introduced in England by Charles II.

our schools may extend the pa
rameters of ourownrunning com
mentary here, “History on Trial:
Culture Wars and the Teaching

of the Past” Nash, Crubtree and
Dunn, Alfred A. Knoff, N.Y
lt]\j 7

Principally, my approach, or

prespective, has been to retrieve
those experiences/lessons that
retain their value over time and
circumstance. And

question but what black people

there 1s no

have many hundreds of such well
documented models available to

them, whether the American ex
perience or on a world stage
Builders, artists, poets, inven-

educators, entrepreneurs.

about such

Lors,

Given these facts
authentic data
then the re

s11oNSs Or 1ssues must

an extensive and

base of relevance,

maining que

be about ease of access (to the
many) and/or their motivation
and dedication to the task. Where
as | have been addressing the

“His

latter paramelter( for years),

MCI/WorldCom Merger Creates Cause

I'he proposed $41.8 billion MCI/
WorldCom merger,
ness transaction in history, is poten-

the largest busi-

tially devastating to consumers and
minority participation in the telecom
munications industry. It is monopo
and ant

listic competitive on its face

and must be stopped

I'he Telecommunications Act
of 1996 was originally presented
to the American people as a

means of stimulating competi
tion
Rather,

increased market concen

It has failed to do so
it has
tration in fewer and fewer com

panies, discouraged entry and

participation of small and m

nority businesses, restricted di
versity of opinion and perspec-
tive increased prices for consum
ers, and reduced consumer
choices

And now in just a few months,
millions of Americans could face
dramatically increased long dis
tance telephone rates as a result
of a proposed merger of tele-
communications giants, MCl and

WorldCom

or assumed enough power to chal

lenge a firmly entrenched estab-
lishment. It is only “that,” at
present, a “challenge”, but the

commitment (and cour-
Young Turks”
allow them to successfully
believe the
world’s history is “inherently and
eternally Western.” The latter
viewpoint we find enthusiasu-
cally adopted by E.D. Hirsch,
author of the 1987 best-seller,
‘Cultural Literacy: What Every
American Needs To Know", Vin
tage Books

Several readers say they re

energy,
age) of the may
yet
who

engage those

member a quarter-page special |
presented in the August 8, 1990
Portland Observer, “Where's The
Beef: Is it to be Cultural Literacy
or European Literacy?” My im
passioned polemic headlined my
less-than-
the english professors’
common store

argument
for “a of basic
knowledge that would permit all
to “talk the

citizens same

Rev
FCC
major media and telecommunications

Jackson has called on the

O impose a moratorium on

enthusiastic review of

[ point out, of course, that what
Dr. Hirsch is about is not only a
further rigid exclusion from our
history texts of the major contri-
butions to the world’s culture and
technology by people of color,
but a tactic to implement for all
time an education system guar-
anteed to produce an accepted
‘Nordic response’ from every stu-
dent.

Hitler's propagandist, Dr.
Herman Geobbels, asked no
more. Nor did the famed ‘lib-

eral’ philosopher Locke who de-
signed the Constitution of the
Carolinas to perpetuate slavery
forever.

These guaranteed, one-hun-
dred percent,
the exclusive domain of the edu-
Every,

‘anglo’ lists are not

cation establishment

teacher and parent (who cares)
should be aware of the avalanche

of corporation-designed “Ethnic
Support Material” that is reach-

ing the school houses during a

*WorldCom is a nonunion com-
pany governed by a board of fifteen
White males-they are the only one-

RAINBOW PUSH

| TILON

mergers until the FCC can establish
standards for evaluating whether a
merger benefits consumers and pro-
motes minority entrepreneurship and
employment

If the MCl/WorldCom merger is
finalized.

*Twocompanies will control 75%
of the long distance telephone mar-
ket.

*MCI/WorldCom  will
60% of the Internet backbone over
which all Internet traffic flows.

* MCI/WorldCom will almost
certainly downsize,

control

sending thou-
sands of people to unemployment
lines.

WorldCom's Record of Exclusion

To Be

race, one-gender board of a major

telecommunications company.

* No minorities or women sit on
WorldCom'’s Executive Committee.

* WorldCom has already an-
nounced plans to move its headquar-
ters out of Jackson, Mississippi to
the suburbs and to move MCI's com-
puter operations from Fairfax, VA to
Leesburg, VA-away from African
American workforces.

Call To Action

Here is what the Rainbow/PUSH
coalition is doing to stop the MCIl/
WorldCom merger:

* We have petitioned the FCC
to deny the merger on public in-
Other petitions

Eqgual

terest grounds.

dollars directed to “Special Mar-
kets”, e.g. African Americans.

Several teachers and a princi-
pal have sent me copies of mate-
rials received. All of course high-
light, Reverend King, Jackie
Robinson, Dr. Carver, and a few
cite Crispus Attucks

But those I've seen present a
black whose existence in the Uni-
verse began with slavery-there is
no Ethiopia, Egypt, Black Popes
or Virgins, no Leo Africanus, no
Great Pyramid, no great univer-
sities in West Africa like
Timbuctu, no speech by Napo-

leon. Standing on the sands of

Africa, before the Great pyra-
mid, “Forty centuries of great-
ness look down upon you.”

No sir, there is nothing that
would jeopardies a corporation’s
bottom line, that could provoke
objection by either a racist or a
fearful curriculum specialist.
‘Blacks are just here that’s all-
and we're stuck with them’.

for Alarm

were filed by the Communica
tions Workers of America, AFL-
CIO, GTE, Bell Atlantic, Bell
South, and many other organiza-
tions.

* Wehave formally asked the FCC
to hold public hearings on the merger
proposal.

* We have filed papers with the
Deparument of Justice to reject the
merger on anti-competitive grounds.

* We will hold our own public
hearing on media and telecommuni-
cations competition in Chicago on
March 16-17.

* As a stockholder of both MCI
and WorldCom, we will emphasize
the issues of redlining, discrimina-
ton, and anti-competitive behavior
to the companies’ stockholders.

What you can do to stop the MCLI/
WorldCom merger:

*Call or write tothe Federal Com
munications Commission

* Call or write to the Department
of Justice Office of Public Affairs,
Anti-Trust Division

Make your voice heard! The FCC
and the Justice Department need to
know we oppose this merger.

Re-Discovering Black History

By M. Gassy GREELY
(Guest CoLUMNIST)
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

M. Gasby Greely is Editor-in
Chief of Opportunity Journal and
Senior Vice President for Communi
cations and Devel pment of the Na
tional Urban League

“l want to expand the place in
which we see black people in history
and how they functioned,” said Danny
Glover, the actor, recently, explain-
ing his involvement both in front of
and behind the cameras in the made-
for-television film, “Buffalo sol-
diers.”

Aptwords indeed. That sentiment
guided the literary, journalistic and
scholarly endeavors of the National
Urban League’s magazine, Opportu
nity Journal, during its first publish-
ing era, from 1923 to 1949, and it
guides our efforts now that we have
revived it after a hiatus of nearly a
half century. We think we’ve made a
good effort with our issue just out for
Black History Month

“We were everywhere doing ev-
erything!" acolleague fairly shouted
recently when I mentioned to her
some of the articles the issue con-
tains. Her enthusiasm was meant to
underscore how much there yet is of
African-American history to be, as
she put it, re-discovered

By that she meant, how much of
the facts and circumstances of our
long existence in this land remain to

be brought into the mainstream of
knowledge about African- American
history-and therefore, American his-
tory: How much there is to be brought
out much there is to be gleaned from
the oral and written recollections of
individunls, and the genealogie: of
black (and white, and Native Ameri-
can) families. How much there is to
be interpreted and perhaps traced
from photographs and daguerreo-
types.

The roots of African Americans
go very deep here. Although nearly
all the Africans who came here dur-
ing the 17th and 18th centuries were
brought as slaves, they-because they
were human beings--immediately
became full-fledged participants in
the great struggle for freedom, for
the United States, and for themselves.

W. Jeffrey Bolster’s essay, drawn
from his fascinating 1997 book, Black
Jacks: African-American Seamen in
the Age of Sail, examines the role
black seamen played in creating, out
of the cauldron of slavery and racial
oppression-and, it must be said, op-
portunity-what came to be Black
America. His work will lead many
readers to consider the pre-Civil War
history of Africans and African
Americans inan entirely new way, as
well the companion piece, written by
ourcolleague, Dachell McSween, on
the black whaling community that
flourished on the island of Nantucket
before the Civil War.

Molefi Kete Asante, the renowned
Afrocentric scholar, presents a pow-
erful essay asserting that African and
African-American history must be
made a foundation of our schools’
curriculain order to help inspire black
schoolchildren to achieve. It is a po-
sition that deserves the broadest dis-
cussion.

Wealsoinclude my consideration
of President Chnton’s awarding last
year the Medal of Honor, the nation’s
highest award for bravery in battle,
to seven black soldiers and sailors--
a half-century after their deeds of
heroism, as well as a discussion of
Dona Cooper Hamilton and Charles
V. Hamilton's important history of
the 20th-century civil rights struggle,
from theirrecent book, Dual Agenda:
The African-American Struggle for
Civil rights and Economic Equality.

You'll also be inspired by our
remembrance of Mallie McGriff
Robinson, the mother of that Ameri-
can icon, Jackie Robinson. Read it
and you'll understand why we say he
was his mother’s son. And you'll see
that M. Denise Dennis’ poignant trib-
ute to her family is, writ large, a
tribute to the heritage of all African
Americans.

Make no mistake. We're not in
favor of a distorted, “feel-good™ his-
tory that pretends some African
Americans, whether male or female,
weren't rakes and rascals. No, we
want the full version of African-

American history--and thus, Ameri-
can history.

We want it because, as Professor
Asante makes clear, it 1s important
for our children to understand their
ethnic heritage as well as know the
truth akout his*ory, and their history:
that African Americans have never
sat on the sidelines of the great drama
of the American experience, watch-
ing as others “made history.” We've
always sought to forge our own path
and to take our place as equal mem-
bers of American society.

That the legacy of the Past
still inspires the men and women,
boys and girls of today is evident
in our other articles-in our trib-
ute to five Movement stalwarts
who passed away last year; in
our profiles of accomplished en
treprencurs, Ed Lewis, president
of Essence Communications, and
Charles M. Collins, the Urban
League's senior Vice chairman,
and in our taking note of the en
ergy and determination of the
teens from the youth programs of
our Toledo and Pittsburgh affili-
ates. They marched all the way
to our annual conference in
Washington, D.C. last summer,
and plan to repeat that this sum-
mer for our conference in Phila-
delphia.

Their determination tells me that
re-discovering our history gives us
our marching orders for the future
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Send your letters to the Editor to:

Editor, PO Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208
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