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SOME DON'T BELIEVE JORDAN WILL QUIT

lhis might have been Michael
Jordan's final All-Star game, and 1t
will be followed by what might be a
farewell tour and what might be a last
championship push

Through it all, there will be be
lievers and nonbelievers. Some think
it's the end of the Jordan Era, some
think it's all a big charade

“How many times do you want me
to say it?”" Jordan asked Sunday after
winning his third All-Star MVP
award. “I'll say it once more. If Phil
(Jackson) is not in Chicago, I'm not
playing.”

Jordan did not change his stance
during All-Star weekend. He simply
reiterated what he has been saying
for weeks: If the Bulls change
coaches, as management maintains it
will, he will retire

Neither side figures to blink
until the playoffs are over and
it's clear whether the Bulls have
added to their dynasty with asixth
title in eight years

If they win, the pressure to capitu
late will be on owner Jerry Reinsdorf
and general manager Jerry Krause

If someone knocks the Bulls
off, management will have an
excuse to rebuild the team

“He's such a great person, a
great player, that it will really
hurt 1if we him,” Eastern
Conference All-Star coach Larry
Bird said

Bird, like nearly everyone at All-
Star weekend, heard the Jordan ques

lose

tion over and over. And like every

one, he didn’t know whether to be
heve 1t

“Michael will be here again nexi
year and will win the MVP again,”
Jayson Williams said. “I don’tknow
why Mike needs so much drama in
his life.”

“I think this was his last (All-Star)
game,” Penny Hardaway said.

“We hope he won’t retire,” Gary
Payton said. “We hope he comes
back because he makes it more com-
petitive.”

Added West coach George
Karl: “The league will learn how
to function without Michael, but
I'll go on record right now that I
personally think Michael should
continue to play

“I think we all want to try to beat

“«Girls Only

NIKE announced the expansion
of its “Girls Only” Sports Program
from 10to 100 Boys & Girls Clubs of
America. Officials across the coun-
try joined the NIKE team in declar-
ing this week “NIKE Girls Only
Sports Week' in celebration of girls’
increased involvement in sports.

At a kick-off celebration in Los
Angeles, Lisa Leslie, center for the
Los Angeles Sparks, joined top ama-
teur athletes to teach more than 200
young girls the importance of staying
in sports through their adolescence
as well as how to dunk, spike and
score in basketball, volieyball, field
hockey, track & field and soccer.

“NIKE has always been commit-
ted to creating opportunities for girls
and women in sports and the 10 Boys
& Girls Clubs in the pilot program
have successfully developed inno-
vative sports programs for girls,” said
Sue Levin, women’s brand director,
NIKE. “Through programs like the
‘Play Like A Girl’ Web site and
*Girls Only’ Sports, we will continue
to inspire and encourage girls toreal-
ize their full potential through sports.”

NIKEestablished the “Girls Only”
Sports Programin 1997 asaresponse
toareport from the President’s Coun-
cil on Physical Fitness and Sports,
which announced that girls who con-
tinue to participate in sports beyond
their adolescence enjoy numerous
benefits including better physical and
mental health. Research has shown
that girls who play sports are more
likely to stay in school and go to
college, less likely to develop a dis-
turbed body image, and less likely to
engage inunwanted sexual behavior.

NIKE's “Girls Only” Sports Pro-
gram began with a 10-city pilot pro-
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gram last summer; the program was
so successful, it has been expanded
to 100 clubs in 1998. The goal of the
program is to create girls-specific
sports programs through the Boys &
Girls Clubs rather than simply giving
girls the boys “hand me down” sports

him. He has set the standard at such
a height that anybody who has the
opportunity wants to go after the
best. And he has proven to be the best
many, many times.”

Jordan won the MVP award after
leading all scorers with 23 points as
the East beat the West 135-114. Jor-
dan shot 10-for-18 with eight assists,
six rebounds and three steals.

“If that was his last, it was a great
way to go out,” Jason Kidd said. “If
he does decide to retire, he's going
out at the right time - out on top.”

There is skepticism regarding
Jordan's pronouncements because he
has gone back on his word before.

When he retired in 1993 to be
come a baseball player, he said he
was finished playing basketball.

When he returned in 1995, he
wore uniform No. 45 and said he
would never wear No. 23 again.

In both cases, Jordan flip-flopped
Now, people are looking forany sliver
of hedging on his part

[fhe won't play or any coach other
than Jackson, would he consider be-
ing a player-coach?

“No
tizer thrown out by Phil,” Jordan

That was just an appe

said
Would he play elsewhere next sea-
son if Jackson gets a job coaching
another team”
“Nowhere else,” Jordan said.
Would he play for the Knicks?
“No. Isaid I'd only do that1f | was

single. I'm not single,” Jordan said.

With the growing popularity of
the WNBA and top female athletes
like volleyball star Gabrielle Reece
and soccer star Mia Hamm, more
and more girls are realizing the value
of staying in sports. When Title IX

was p;l\xui in 1972, there were ap
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National Direct Internet Yellow Pages

The Right Co.
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Urgent: Please confirm your free listing in the new National Direct Internet Yellow Pages

Note: Immediate Reply Requested

Y our business is eligible to receive

first we need to confirm some basic information

With the new National Direct Internet Yellow Pages, your business can now be
have a computer!) to help you reach new prospects
think the possibilities are for your own business, you can find out for your
Your listing will be put online at http:/www.ndiyp.com

Bigger ads in the National Direct Internet Yellow Pages are available, and I want you to
A boxed listing, for example, would cost only $12 a month--with results guaranteed! What could be better
But again, your basic listing will cost you nothing
it's absolutely free, why not fill out the form right now?
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a listing in the new National Direct Internet Y¢

1-503-760-8171
........... >Web Sites
----------- >EZ Trax
............ >Classified Ads
............ >Display Ads

s[low Pages (at no charge) but

. on the Internet (even if youdon’t
and better serve old ones--in your local area. Whatever you

self AT NO CHARGE and at no rnisk

consider investing inone
)

and could lead to adramatic increase in business for you. Since

I Name Title Company

IStreet € ity State, Zip

Mail to:
F'he Right Co. PO Box 33976
Portland, OR 97292

| Business Phone Fax Phone

or Phone 760-8171

|']'_\ pe of Business

Call (503) 288-0033 To Advertise In

‘The JPortland Observer
Sports Week”

proximately 300,000 high school girls
playing sports. In 1997, that number
increased to 2.47 million and is ex
pected to continue growing with the
help of programs like NIKE's “Girls
Only” Sports Program to get girls

started 1n sports

PIL Winter Standings

BOYS
BASKETBALL
Benson
Jefferson
Wilson
Cleveland
Grant
Lincoln
Roosevelt
Franklin
Madison
Marshall
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BOYS - FINAL
SWIMMING
Lincoln
Benson
Wilson
Grant
Cleveland
Franklin
Madison
Roosevelt
Jefferson
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WRESTLING
Benson
Grant
Madison
Wilson
Franklin
Jefferson
Cleveland
Marshall
Lincoln
Roosevelt
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GIRLS
0 BASKETBALL W L TO All Seats §5

Jefferson ik W Let’s sell out the Memorial Coliseum
R,L,B Lincoln 11 3 W.J W and launch the Portland Power Women's ,
B.G.JR Benson 10 4 LJG.J Professional Basketball Team into the Playoffs!
JWB,L,J Wilson * 10 4 JB,GJIM bl ok
BCJBCJ Grant 9 o B.JLEFJ I ;ﬁw,,jER;l
F.W,B,GWM Franklin g 4 r & LW.J,BGLW @ BASKETBALL
B.C,GW,LB Madison 4 10 vs.

I\Cﬂlever:a:;d g 1; Colorado Xplosion

arshall* -00
L 25 Thursday, February 12, 7:00pm
Roosevelt 1 13 o2 ABL Memorial Coliseum

*Wilson forfeited to Marshall

BEAUMONT
CLICANE RS
4217 NE Fremont
Portland, Oregon 97213
(503) 249-5972
$12 off of $30 or more

$8 off of $20 or more
$4 off of $12 or more

25% off Blankets
7:30 - 6:30 M-F
9:00 - 4:00 Sat.

—

Seating based on avalobiity. Service charges may apply

Not valid n conunction with any other offer. No cancelations, refunds or exchanges

MNat vakd on previously purchased hckats. Limit & hckets per person
ABL Trading cords to first 5,000 in attendance
. S
FERM [ AETEA A, oicble of ol Ticketmaster outlets ncluding Gl Joe's
SUGT ReeRsteAE  Mawer & Frank or the Rose Guarter Ticket Office
He1 318-4000 i
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Recbok «= RASMUSSEN BMW W (US
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“Power” t™m Kimberly Jenkins T'eaches

A 46 week nutrition and

exercise program tor

women needing to loose at least

50 1bs.

“Aquatone” Michael Hampton leads a water

acrobics class for weight loss and

mussel tone.

“Heart To Heart” Tonie Gatlin heads up a
energetic floor aerobics program.

“Senior Exercise” Susan Macelli our aquatics
director leads a warter aerobics

class two mornings each week

Moore St. Community Center
Salvation Army
N. Williams

Phone: (239-1241)
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