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T h is  w eek  the P o rtla n d  O b ­
se rv e r  b eg in s  its tra d itio n a l a c ­
co u n t o f  th e  s trong  b la ck  m en 
and w om en w ho sh a p ed  m ore 
than th e ir  sh a re  o f  the w o r ld ’s 
h is to ry . T h ese  e x p a n s iv e  and  in ­
sp iring  p resen ta tio n s have a lw ays 
been w e ll-re c e iv e d  in th e  c o m ­
m un ity , and  beyond .

By “ w e ll- re c e iv e d ,” we im ply  
a g re a te r  e f fe c t upon the rea d e r-  
sh ip  than  s im p ly  the g e n e ra tio n  
o f  fav o rab le  co m m en t. C o m m u ­
n ity -w id e , the  im p a c t is e v i ­
denced  by in c o rp o ra tio n  o f  the 
m a teria l in to  le sson  p lan s at all 
th ree  le v e ls  o f  the e d u c a tio n  sy s ­
tem  - e lem en ta ry , h igh  schoo l and 
c o l le g e . E ac h  y e a r ,  s tu d e n ts ,  
teach ers  and p are n ts  a n tic ip a te  
m ore e x c itin g  and d o cu m en te d  
re v e la tio n s  o f  a g lo r io u s  b lack  
h eritage.

A nd in a d d itio n , our m a te r ia ls  
have been  c ited  on te le v is io n , 
rad io  and cab le , and h av e  b e ­
com e s ta n d a rd  re fe ren c e  at m any 
le c tu re s  g iv e n  at co m m u n ity  in ­
s titu tio n s . So, as o u r tit le  im-

Compelling National Interest
Diversity is a com pelling na­

tional interest. Above all else, what 
our conference on W all S treet 
proved is that we must diversify, 
we must expand the workforce, we 
must expand the m arketplace, if we 
are to continue to grow the economy 
into the 21st century.

Fed Chairm an Alan Greenspan 
said in his address, “D iscrim ina­
tion is patently imm oral, but it is 
now increasingly being seen as un­
profitable.” Our mission is to drive 
this message home to corporate 
America.

Chinese Wall Syndrom e-Centu­
ries ago. the Chinese bui It the “Great 
W all” -a  m iracle of human ingenu- 
ity-to keep their enem ies out. The

p lie s , w hat p o ss ib ly  c o u ld  be 
la ck in g  in so  m any a p p a ren tly  
su c ce ss fu l B lack  H is to ry  M onth  
c e le b ra tio n s  a c ro ss  the  c o u n try ?

W ell, you m ay or m ay not know  
it but th e re  is d ee p  c o n c e rn  in the 
land th a t c e r ta in  very  rea l and 
vital m essag es im bedded  in b lack 
h is to ry  are  no t co m in g  th ro u g h  
As they  O nce  D id! T h ere  is in ­
c re a s in g  p e rc e p tio n  th a t a n u m ­
ber o f  b la ck s  - p e rh a p s  too  m any 
- are b eg in n in g  to  ac ce p t and 
c e le b ra te  B lack  H is to ry  M onth  
as th o u g h  it w ere an e n jo y a b le  
re c u rr in g  e v e n t, like  the ‘sp rin g  
eq u in o x  a n a tu ra l p h en o m en o n .

It has been  sa id . “ W e have  too 
m any young  w ho have no , been 
to ld  and  too  m any e ld e rs  w ho 
have fo rg o tte n ” w hat d ed ic a te d  
and h ero ic  e f fo rt  w as re q u ire d  to 
e s ta b lish  the co n c e p t an d  the le ­
g itim a c y  o f  a “ B lack  H is to ry  
M o n th ” (o r o f  the u n d e r ly in g  
venue itse lf) . M any b la ck  e d u c a ­
to rs lost any c h a n ce  fo r te n u re  in 
th e i r  in s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  m an y  
b lack s o u ts id e  the sy s tem  lost
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unintended consequence of their ac­
tion was to close them selves in and 
limit their possibilities. Wall Street 
and the other m ajor business centers 
throughout this country have fallen 
victim to this syndrom e. When walls 
com e down and bridges are built in 
their place, everybody benefits.

O ur mission is not to be confron­
tational. Agitation and confrontation

jo b s  o r p ro m o tio n s  in c o n s e ­
q u en c e  o f  th e ir  a d v o c ac y . T hose 
w ere  d an g e ro u s  tim es.

It is m a n d a te d  th a t som e o f  us 
need  to  m ove b ey o n d  the ‘sp rin g  
b re a k ’ m e n ta lity , beyond  the e th ­
nic fad  a p p ro a c h  and to  re v ita l­
ize  th e se  bas ic  ac c o u n ts  o f  ou r 
s e m in a l and  g lo r io u s  p as t. A 
m a rv e lo u s  and ep ic  a sag a  as any 
G reek  tale to ld  by a H om er, P lato . 
S o c ra te s , o r ev en  S h ak esp ea re . 
B ut a d o cu m en te d  d ram a  w hich , 
as w e know , has been  d e l ib e r ­
a te ly  c o n c ea le d  and  re w ritte n ; 
“C o n sc ie n c e  m ak es co w a rd s  o f  
us a l l .”

T h en , it goes w ith o u t say in g  
th a t m any  o f  o u r y o u n g  p eop le  
m ust be s tro n g ly  and  im m ed i­
a te ly  m ade aw are  o f  th e se  c r i t i ­
ca l fac ts  w hich  w ill sh ap e  th e ir  
co m m itm en t and c o n tin u e d  s u p ­
port o f  a g lo rio u s  c u ltu ra l h e r i­
tage . W ith  those  o f  us w ho are 
o ld e r, it is m an d a te d  tha t we re ­
new  the v ig o r and e n th u s ia sm  o f 
th o se  w ho cam e b efo re . T hose  
so c ia l and  ec o n o m ic  gain s th a t

are last resorts. O ur mission is to lead 
through enlightened self-interest. The 
private sector-the ones who stand to 
gain from the fruits o f diversity-m ust 
assum e m ore leadersh ip  in this 
struggle.

We want to bui Id partnerships with 
business leaders.

That said, those com panies who 
do not see the light must know that

A fric an  A m eric an s  have seen  to 
d a te  re su lt from  lo n g  and  d i f f i ­
cu lt s trugg les  su p p o rted  by a deep  
k n o w led g e  o f  h is to ry  and “ w ho 
w e a r e . ” (T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r ’ s 
“ S e l f ’_.

So w hen I ask , " Is  C e le b ra tio n  
E n o u g h ? ” , I am s in c e re , it is no 
id le  q u ery . A s h is to r ia n s  rev e a l, 
“ th e  b a rb a ria n s  are a lw a y s  at the 
g a te !"  S om e o f  the  m ore p ru d en t 
and 'a w a r e ' o f  A fric an  A m e ri­
ca n s  seem  to be q u ite  c o n sc io u s  
o f  th is  fac t, e n te r ta in in g  n o tio n s  
as far a f ie ld  as “c a re fu l,  th is  new  
“m idd le  c lass  that ap p ears  to have 
m ade it, m ay not have - too  easy  
to  fa ll back  w hen y o u ’re on the 
lo w er ru n g s o f the la d d e r .”

W hile  o th e rs  c o n s id e r , “ tha t 
'M il l io n -M a n  M arch  has p ro ­
d u ced  lit tle  if  any o f  the p ro m ­
ised  so c ia l, c u ltu ra l or ec o n o m ic  
g a in s . W hat w as it all ab o u t?  
M ay b e  we need  to  sea rch  ou r 
h is to ry  in a se rio u s  m ean in g fu l 
w ay .”

T he an sw e rs  m ay be o b v io u s. 
Is h is to ry  re p e a tin g ?

we intend to shine the light upon 
them and dem and respect as inves­
tors and consumers.

Ezekial, Chapter 36:
“Thus says the Lord God, On 

the day that I cleanse you from all 
your iniquities, I will cause the c it­
ies to be inhabited and the waste 
places will be rebuilt. And the deso­
late land will be cultivated instead 
o f being a desolation in the sight o f 
everyone who passed by.’”

It is our moral obligation to green­
line the red-lined zones, to irrigate 
the scorched earth. For our nation to 
be strong, ourcities must be strong. 
For our cities to be strong, all our 
neighborhoods, ghettos, and bar­
rios must be strong.

Real Hard Work
By Hugh B. P rice 
P resident National Urban 
League

Sarah Breedlove was born to ex- 
slaves on a Louisiana plantation just 
after the Civil W ar H er formal 
schooling ended, soon after her par­
ents died. She was married by four­
teen , was soon a mi ither, and a widow 
by twenty. Determined to support 
herself and her daughter, she worked 
for seventeen years as a laundress, 
seemingly destined to live out the 
life of poverty and hardship Ameri­
can society then set aside as the 
special lot o f black people.

Instead, Sarah Breedlove - as 
Madame C.J. Walker (she took her 
second husband’s name) - proved in 
the first two decades of this century 
that she possessed one o f the sharp­
est business minds American soci­
ety had yet seen. She concocted a 
hair ointment and process for treat­
ing black w om en's hair and scalp 
that was an immediate success (and 
unquestionably, great enhanced the 
self-im age of m illon o f  b lack 
women).

Then, she (with, initially, her hus­
band, they later divorced) used her 
keen organizational and marketing 
skills to build a huge company that 
directly employed some five thou­
sand black women in a business 
empire of factories and laboratories, 
beauty salons and schools, and door- 
to-door saleswomen, the "W alker 
agents," that stretched across the 
United States, the Caribbean, and 
parts of South America.

W alker was one o f the first 
American women to become a self- 
made m illionaire, and she did not 
deny herself the luxuries such 
wealth made available. But she was 
also extraordinarily generous to 
black educational institutions and 
charities, and a passionate advo­
cate o f women becoming econom i­
cally self-sufficient Her will stipu­

lated that two-thirds o f her fortune 
go to various charities, and that her 
com pany, which is still in business, 
always be controlled by a woman.

The clue to that message can be 
found in the words Walker herself 
spoke:

She said, “If I have accomplished 
anything in life, it is because I have 
been willing to work hard. I never 
started anything doubtingly...There 
is no royal flower-strewn road to 
success, and if there is, I have not 
found it, for what success I have 
obtained is the result of many sleep­
less nights and real hard work.”

Walker herself possessed an am­
bition, intelligence, shrewdness, and, 
as she put it, a capacity for working 
very hard for a very long time, be­
yond that o f other mortals.

But we other mortals can still go 
very far if we employ those very gifts 
we have to the fullest. We shouldn’t 
forget that Walker herself was repre­
sentative of the astonishing zeal with 
which African Americans had rushed 
down all the pathways to success - 
including starting businesses - they 
could find in the five decades be­
tween what they themselves called 
the W ar for Negro Freedom and 
World W ar I.

Celebrating and spreading that spirit 
of entrepreneurship has been part and 
panel of the Urban League’s mission 
since it began in 1910. We have always 
worked both ends of that economic 
lifeline: helping those at both the lower 
and upper rungs of the educational and 
skills ladder.

W e’ve sought to emphasize how 
important it is now at the dawn of the 
2 1 st century for African Americans 
to become more aware o f the need to 
be economically secure and economi­
cally secure and economically pow­
erful: We did deliberately take as our 
conference theme last August, “Eco­
nomic Power: The Next Civil Rights 
Frontier."
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T lx e  S t o r y  o f  
A n t h o n y  B r a n c h  «Jr.

The S tory  o f  A nthony  B ranch 
Jr. (S m u rf)  and  the R ich m an d s 
is p art fac t and p art th e o ry . I 
n ev e r d e a lt w ith  my re la tiv e  as 
“S m u rf ’. Idealt w ith him  alw ays 
as l i t t l e  A n th o n y . A n th o n y  
s tay ed  w ith  my w ife and I o ff 
and on from  1992 thru  1994.

A n th o n y  a s le n d e r  y o u n g  
m an, w as a lw ay s sh o r te r  then 
th e  o th e r  b o y s .  M o s t o f  
A n th o n y ’s a d o le s c e n t  y e a rs  
w e re  s p e n t  w ith  o u r  A u n t 
R a lp h leen  H arris  w ho helped  
ra ise  h im . T ea ch in g  him  to r e ­
sp ec t and g iv in g  him  p o sitiv e  
values w hile  try ing  to gu ide him 
in the rig h t d ire c tio n  A nthony 
at hom e a lw a y s  show ed  respec t 
he w as very  ch ild  like alw ays 
w a n tin g  love  and  n u r tu rin g . 
O ften  s ittin g  rig h t up under you 
or w hen you  w ere re s tin g  la y ­
ing rig h t nex t to  you A lw ays 
g iv in g  me hugs and te llin g  me 
he loved me. A nthony w as loved 
and he to u c h ed  m any lives. His

The largest McDonald's In the world opened In January 1990 with 
700 seats and 27 cash registers. It is located in Moscow.

According to the Safir-Simpson scale, the slowest wind speed a 
hurricane can have is 74 m.p.h.

hom e g o in g  se rv ic e  w as filled  
w ith  m any  p eo p le  from  all w alks 
o f  life . T h ere  w ere e x p re ss io n s  
o f  a p p re c ia tio n  and  love fo r him  
from  te a c h e rs , c o u n s e lo rs  and 
so c ia l w o rk e rs .

Anthony may have been many 
things but he was nothing like the 
W illam ette W eekly article portrayed 
him to be. “A notorious crim inal.” 
Those o f us who really knew him 
know that the article written about 
him is more theory then truth only 
street rum ors and police theory none 
of them proved

T he reaso n  I ’m sp e a k in g  out 
at th is  tim e is b e c au se  o f  the 
u n tru th fu l a c c u sa tio n s  m ade not 
on ly  o f  him  but ou r fam ily  in 
g e n e ra l. T he a r tic le  w as so  u n ­
n ecessa ry  and u n p ro fess io n a l and 
so  d is ru p tiv e  to a fam ily  that 
d o e s n ’t d ese rv e  the dam ag in g  and 
p a in fu l fa lse  a c c u s a tio n s . My 
fam ily  and  I w ere very  d is tu rb e d  
w hen we heard  ab o u t and read 
the a r tic le s . R e p o rte rs  w ho had

w ritte n  and had n ev e r m et e i th e r  
A n th o n y  or fam ily  m em b ers .

T he rep o rt p a in ts  a p ic tu re  as a 
c r im in a l fam ily , n e v e r  m e n tio n ­
ing the  m any fam ily  m em b ers  
w ho have  nev e r had  c o n ta c t w ith  
the law  e n fo rc e m e n t o ff ic ia ls . 
M any o f  them  c o m m u n ity  w o rk ­
e rs , o th e rs  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  or 
p ro fe s s io n a ls .  A u n t R a lp h le en  
and A n th o n y 's  g ra n d m o th e r  as 
w ell as m y se lf  and  o th e r  fam ily  
m em b ers  tr ied  to  in s t ill  p o s itiv e  
values. A nthony  ch o se  on his own 
a d if fe re n t road  as p eo p le  o ften  
do A nthony  J r  and  A n th o n y  Sr. 
do  not rep re se n t the  w ho le  fa m ­
ily nor do  th e ir  a c tio n s  speak  for 
the w ho le  fam ily  w e are all a c ­
c o u n ta b le  for w hat we do  as in d i­
v id u a ls  as in any fam ily  la rge  or 
sm all.

T he a r tic le  s la n d e re d  in n o c en t 
fam ily  m em bers e ld e r ly , young , 
w o rk ing  c lass  all lab e led  because 
o f  h av in g  the sam e nam e. T h is  is 
1998 not 1947 y o u 'r e  b lack  so

y o u ’re th is  o r b ec au se  you have 
the sam e nam e th is  is w hat you  
are all abou t.

O ur fam ily  is try in g  to go on 
w ith  ou r lives a f te r  su ffe rin g  
from  tw o se n se le ss  lo sses . T w o 
y o u n g  m en w here  b ru ta lly  m u r­
d e re d  not gang  re la te d , nor d id  
e i th e r  o f  them  have w eap o n s on 
them  o f any fo rm . H e a rtle s s  
b ru ta l m u rd ers  and  the new s 
re p o r te rs  say a n o to r io u s  fa m ­
ily . N ot once has an y o n e  in th is  
fam ily  m u rdered . T h is  had been 
fo r ou r fam ily  an ex tre m e ly  d if ­
f icu lt tim e to have bo th  d ea th s  
d red g e d  up and then  to  add in ­
su lt to  d ee p  w o u n d s h av ing  the 
w hole  fam ily  la b e le d  w ith  u n ­
tru th s . If it can h ap p en  to  o u r 
fam ily  it can happen  to  any fam ­
ily in the c o m m u n ity . Is it r e ­
a lly  okay  for the p re ss  to  use 
the firs t am en d m e n t to  ju s t ify  
th e ir  v ic io u s  a ttack .

From F red rick  W ood - 
Relati ve
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