One Million
Car Rally

Imagine that the 510,000
reade rw~‘[||\|t.||.kuu| ith
\[\\!Hll‘.}-\_ \].u n ‘-\.!'-}.I.]\'\_-
ton, D.C. and thart they
brought their family and
triends who also read African
Americans On Wheels. That's
about another 500,000, mak The new 1998 [ . GS400/300 and 1. S400/SC400

ing the total assembled more  are “wick fast, as our test at Summit Point Racewa

than one

I 1on strong m West
What if they all brought
their three cars? (According to our reader surveys, the werage African-American housc

hold has at least that many). It would be more than a demonstration. it would cause
gridlock in W ashington, Maryland and Virgin

Let’s not call it :

! protest. Instead, let’s .i-ﬂ..i.\ it a showcase of black buying power
ein 1998.
Perhaps, then our economi .1.]|' nce on the auto industry would get some much needed
attention.

Mavbe \\;d ||m invite the

4 million blacks who p slan to buy a new vehic

: . d . :
speaking of 1998, this edition teatures full coverage on both import and domestic

-‘rn.‘.-;\‘w the new model year. The editors of thi s user-friendly guide have compiled a

list of vehicles, n.m:'\l. .u-nni'm{‘.us[um'ma' 1es \Lrh'nu'm:mtr\nrm'i\:.n.
For i_\.lﬂl“h.['l]\- fotor ( --.-‘.'_.Hr.\ owns Jaguar and holds a stake in Mazda, so they are
listed on the same page. European and Asian makes are also grouped together, unless
owned by a domestic company | he upscale or niche plavers are also grouped together

In .id-\::[:.u‘. to our standard line-up, we continue to add new sections in response to
vour demands. are pleased to offer a section on motorsports, written by our
new Senior Editor Joe | lia, as well as a special

You mav have noticed that we have rea range tter serve vou. | his
issue 1s Winter 1998, instead of Fall 1997. The next AAOW will be the Spring 1998
| i | Golden Wheel Awards,

edition in which we'll bring vou hi
d in January in conjunction with the North American International Auto Show in

}‘.L'

Detroit. The ceremon

ican American History.

Awards will be handed out for Fxe ot the Year, Minori
Supplier of the Year, and Vehicle of the ¥ | of judees is currently
\t!\.'fl[':‘_'\:‘]l_'f.i!‘..l-i!\'\

s we close this vear, AAOW reminds vou of the tremendous power vou have as

. - 3\ 1 " 11 £ ]
consumers. We also want to reiterate the well-known maxim that “information and its
.l',"r‘in.-_'.m.'\. IS power With thesc '.|‘.u'\l3;h:'\. WE Promise ( 0 vou with
kind of information vou need to fully wield vour economic m . The rest is up to vou!
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Mobil Leads the Way -
Safety at the Pu

By Lolita Standifer

Mobil Oil is revolutionizing
the way motorists pay for gas, so

don't be ~ur;‘r|~ui it vour next

p to the gas station is an “out
of this world experience.’

¢ '.Ih Mobil’s |.I'[R'\[ innova-
tions -- the Go Card and
Speedpass -- trips to the pump
become safer and faster. To pay
tor gas, vou simply slide vour Go
Card or wave vour Speedpass

across a scanner on the gas pump, allowing

I
vou to pay tor gas without leaving vour car

unattended or opening your wallet. Asking
the attendant for “$5 on pump 10" could
become a thing of the past.

I'his technology is a benefit to custom
ers who don't want to carry cash,’ says J.
Donald Turk, Mobil's public affairs spokes
man. "It is also a useful budgeting tool for
teenage drivers,” he adds. “This program has

been extremely well accepred by our cus-
tomers who have demonstrated a choice for
convenience and speed of payment...and
ensures parents that their teenagers are
spending money on gas and not other
things.”

'he Go Card is a pre-paid rechargeable

gas card available in amounts of $25, $50
and $100. Much like a debit card, the mag
NETC STrIp 1S read and the amount of money
spent is automatically deducted from the to-
tal amount on the card. Since activation does
not require a ps 1ssword, |l|\l1‘.:_; the Go Card
15 ||.~ sdme as |U\H‘L C l\]

Convenience and satetv are the priman

concerns most “\l]llxll[ cxpressed by con-

sumers when making

Turk. The \px.\ip.lw key ring, which Mobil

45 purc }1.i\;.'\_ Savs

started rolling out in May, utilizes a minia-
ture transponder device that employs radio
\|I§_':'|-1|\ [0 Communicare w |[i'| 4an \']k'kfrl‘niL
system in the gas pump. When the key tag
device is waved across the scanner, it acti-
vates the pump and automatically charges

the purchase to your credit card.

Both devices are provided free-of-charge
to the consumer. Turk s savs the S 1Lulpd\~
program is well over half way |}.rnu"h its
introduction phase. For now, Mobil is ahead
ot its competitors in new technological con-
sumer products.

Amoco said it is stlll surveying consumer
groups to determine if there is broad interest
in the Speedpass or similar technology. “The
(o Card and \pu-dp.m are just one area of
service that Mobil is providing its custom-
ers,” savs Howard Miller, Amoco’s senior
public affairs advisor for marketing.

According to Miller, a survey of Amoco’s
Chicago market revealed that Amoco stations
in urban areas reported low incidences of
crime due to brighter stations, ability to make
gas payments with a credit card at the pump,
better placement of the mini-mart and at
tendant stations and adding video cameras
tor security surveillance.

Turk savs Mobil is also taking measures
to improve locations and lighting, burt is
pursuing technology as well. A variation of
the Speedpass, due out in November, is called
the Speedpass Car Tag. It can be mounted
on the windshield of a vehicle, so the cus-
tomer does not have to leave the vehicle ex-
cept to pump the gas. A similar technology
is used throughout | urope where cars can
drive straight through toll booths without
stopping. A device located ar the pump scans
the car tag microchip, accesses your credit

ard account via satellites and activates the
pump

Go Card and Speedpass are available now,
and can be obtained at participating Mobil
stations or by calling 1-800-730-TO-GO.
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