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Sunday Oregonian, 1/11/98; the
Scott Ellsworth review of. “His
tory On Trail: Culture Wars and

the Teaching of the Past”, Nash,

Afrocentrism while | de

scribed a “pernicious cultural

dium is the message” - and lo

those who can’t read. America’s
most ubiquitous 1llustrator,

Norman Rockwell laid 1t out 1n

sponse to my relerence 10 the

“Baseline Essays’ componentol

an carly Portland School Districts

the book, “History On Trial.’
\s is usually the case. the au
thors of such texts seldom place

specific people and events o1

African developments of lan
guaee and mathematics? As in
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nating teaching materials that
would help bring “recent” histon
cal scholarship into the nation’s
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marked its fiftieth anniversary. |
couldn’t help but place it aside two
other significant fiftieth-anniversary

events now within our vision. One

pursue the American dream
In that recalling

Levittown's past is vitally impor-

way.

tant to the current “conversation”

Ihe civil rights movement of the
1960°s ended structural racism n

Amenca. | hat movement was anin

solidate it and opportunize oft of it

e success of Dr. King and the

civil right movement meant that struc
tural racism had been eliminated

social movements of the 1960s into
its political subsidiaries and so 1t
nurtured identity pohitics -- the el-

evation ol and competition among
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lLast month, when Levittown of African Americans (and others)to .
! By Dr. Lenora Furasi cratic Party figured out how to con Party was eagel to translate all of the country together. Instead. the two

parties spent the last 30 years tearing
the country apart. while taking ex-
treme measures Lo preserve and insti-
tutionalize their own pnlll!\‘nl power

dependent movement, a grassroots

' was the breaking of baseball’s color we're having about aftfirmative
movement led by Dr. Martin Luther Race discrimination was outlawed fractured segments of the population and that of the corporate and special

barrier by Jackie Robinson and Larry
Doby in the summer of 1947. The
other was President Truman’s ex
ecutive order of 1948 desegregating
the military

In that comparison, Levittown's
anniversary is a bittersweet one, 10
say the least

I'he reason is that from the begin-
ning Levitt's vision and achievement
were besmirched. Levittown, built
just outside the country’s most ra-
cially diverse city, was for whites
only S0, too, would be the Levittowns
he subsequently built near Philadel-
phia, and in New Jersey

Ihere were no “whites only™ signs

on the properties. But the exclusion
of blacks from what was for many
white families the opening of the
door to the American Dream was
ironclad. That point was clearly made

action and whether a preferential
treatment that seeks to L'\|‘l;lTlt1 op
portunity 1s worth pursuing
under

Levittown's history

scores how much many white
families benefitted in material,
traceable ways over the past two
and three generations from the
maost L’\L'|l|\ltlrhll_\ kind ol |IIL'I-
erential treatment in jobs, hous-
ing, and schooling. It i1s not a
matter of conjecture or mere as
sertion. [tis evident in a substan
tial number of demographic tacts
that stretch far beyond Levittown

Itis starkly apparent in the difter-
ent housing profiles of blacks and
whites, as economist Wilhelmina
Leigh, of the Joint Center for Polit
cal and Economic Studies, wrote in
the 1996 issue of The State of Black

America

King. Jr.and enlivened by thousands

of activists, attorneys. and students
Dr. King was not a Democrat

a capital “D” and 1t was not

Democratic Party movement, though
the Democratic Party did succeed in

coopting it and taking credit for its

achievements

Fhroughout the struggles which
led to the passage of the civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 (which were propelled

through Congress by Lyndon Baines

Johnson -- not by the liberal estab

lishment) the Democratic Party was

ambivalent. The Democrats. after all
had constructed an electoral coali

tion that relied heavily on Southern
white voters. Butonce the civilrights

movement independently led

galvanized the country. the Demo

with

and participation in the pohiical pro
cess was secured for Black America

With racism ended, the 1ssue for
the country became what to do about
the consequences of racism. We had
lived for 300 years with racism as an

institutionalized element ol every

day life. Slavery had been abolished
only 100 years earlier. The social

fabric of our society was deeply cor

roded by this social/political/cultural
experience. America needed to go
through a healing process to deal
with the residual anger and outrage
of Black America and to create a

unified country that could move for
ward in the national interest

But the 30 years that followed the
elimination ol st uctural racism were

years -- notof healing but of wheel

ing and dealing

I'he Democratic

hased on racial, cultural, gender. ideo-
logical and sexual identity -- in order
to do so

Fhis modus operandi served the
interests of the Democrats -- and the
Republicans as well. who quickly
learned how to play this game on the
“right”” -- but not the interests of the
country. As the Democrats promoted
various oppressed grouping for their
own political purposes. the Republi-
cans organized the backlash against
it, playing on the incomplete social/
cultural process left in the wake of
the structural elimination ol racism
and elevating their own identity
groupings. ¢.g.. Christian fundamen-
talists. veterans. pro-lifers. etc. The
country needed to have spent the last
30 years creating a new post-racist

political culture that could bring the

interests which run America.

his 30 year bipartisan gambi,
however. is losing its grip on the
American public, There is still much
unresolved outrage on the part of
Black America which, though still
loyal to the Democratic party, 1s
showing signs of breaking out of its
monolithic allegiance. In 1997, Black
voters stayed home from the polls in
record numbers and sought out Re-
publican and independent options in
discernible numbers. There is also a
new generation of young Black adults
without the civil right eraexperience
to tie them to the Democratic Party.
Black America is communicating a
new message, a question that has
remained unanswered for 30 years.
What do we do now? Where do we

go next!
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