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R President Reagan’s 1986 Proclamation Flizabeth Furse,
Ty I'his year marks the first observance of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a national ~
holiday. It is a time for rejoicing and reflecting. We rejoice because, in his short life, Dr. King, by his L Ongresswoman
R preaching, his example, and his leadership, helped to move us closer to the ideals on which America
i was founded. We reflect on his words and his works. Dr. King's was truly a prophetic voice that t. F. ‘t [). “t ’ t
MR reached out over the chasms of hostility, prejudice, 1gnorance, and fear to touch the conscience ol Or lrs ls rlc
America. He challenged us to make real the promise of America as a land of freedom, equality, R el Skt
opportunity, and brotherhood
Although Dr. King was an uncompromising champion on nonviolence, he was often the victim of violence
And. as we know, a shameful act of violence cut short his life before he had reached his fortieth birthday 4 bt 3 Y \ :
Hix story is well-known. As a 26-year-old minister of the Gospel, Dr. King led a protest boycott of a bus Martin Luther King like : landela and
company that wun-y.ucdhi.ldwIn'atmgthcm.u second-class citizens. At the very outsel he admonished all those Gandhi was w !HHH: Lo sacrifice persi meallvy
who would join in the protest that “our actions must be guided by lhmllu'h{'xlI‘Hmlph-\ul uxln{ 'himn;unl.nlih Love and that is de f””h'h a mark of a true leader. Martin Luther King never
must be our regulating ideal.” Otherwise, he w amed, “‘our protest will end up as a meaningless ( rama on the stage : e S : T : b ;
a of history...shrouded with ugly garments of shame " Dr. King's unshakable faith inspired others to resist the lost \'“‘w,;” of his connection 10 pe ”Ph . De Spiie all the J’”“h’!“ ”J, " ‘.””’”
g temptation to hate and fear H:\plulcx{lx'u.umuzllmrnphnl courage and love and attention from famous ;1(,;/:/{1’ he continued to care about janttors,
L Almost 30 years ago, on Jan. 30, 1956, Dr. King stood amid the broken ;’l.u”m.mdaplmlmxnl111\ the old. the young and those battered bv war. Martin Iuther King was
bombed-out front porch and calmed an angry crowd clamoring for vengeance. “We cannot solve this _ _—y | :
f plnhlrm[1.|nt|_\_'|t|L'l.1.|.|.|1n|_\ violence,” he told them. Dr. King \hnull.ml_\uppmnllmlll1hvtmnd\|m1 more than an American hero, he was an HH('HIHHHHH/ hero
(5 those who counselled violence. To the former, he preached that “true peace 15 not merely the absence R e S S W) » B R L « 12 NPT
of tension: it is the presence of justice: Tothe latter. he said that “in the process of gaimning oul rightful
place we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds.
2 Dr. King’s activism was ros sted in the true patriotism that cher ishes America’s ideals and strives
| ‘ to narrow the gap between those ideals and reality. He took his stand, he once explained, "I\n.umj ‘_,“'\lllhl“nu: 00 I}L[Cl\' 1O S()lllh (‘il['(}ll[][l: g() h;lt_‘l\' O
’ A | of my love for America and the sublime principles of liberty and equality on which she s founded & ¥y
7 ‘ He wanted “to transform the jangling discords of our Nation mto a beautiful symphony ol ( }L‘(‘I‘ﬂlll: 00 hllLl\ to l ouisiana. g() hthI\ to th? NIUI”S Lll]LI
; s T brotherhood.” '“— ’ 5 ’ 1 ; . ‘1 :
The majesty of his message, the dignity of his bearing and the righteousness of his cause are a Lth‘“U.\ l)l th\ nort hCI‘I] ciues. I\[]()\.\. lng l_hd[ SOMenow
LIS lasting legacy. Inafew short years he changed America forall time He made it possible for our Nation } ¥ : s S : .
. to move closer to the ideals set forth in out Declaration of Irn!vin'mlcnu-_1h.1t.ll!;u'nplr are created ll]l_\ situation carn, dllLI \/\']“. hL Lh(l”gL‘d. l Ll us not
‘;"g *‘-';.-1. equal and are endowed w ith inalienable rights that government has the duty to respect and protect i 3 0 R . A B
Twenty-three years ago, Dr. King spoke to a quarter of a million Americans gathered near the W tl”{)\\' 11 th \ ill lk} Ul dt -\ptl] I.
Lincoln Memorial in Washington and to tens of millions more watching on television. There he held .\‘U l sav to vou. my !‘l'iCﬂLIf\. [hlll even [h()llgh we must
up his dream for America like a bright banner: J B ol :
“I have a dream,” he said, “that my four little children will one day live in a f\.l.lllirl where they 1‘11{.\,‘ [hc d] | I 1cCu l f1es ()l l()dll\_r" llnd OMOITOW, l S l“ h[l\'C
will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character his will be the : “ . ;
day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning, “My country "tis of thee, sweel a LI]‘CLIIH. l[ 1S a L‘I‘Cllnl (ICCPI_‘V I'( )(}lpd n IIR‘ ;-\[nC{ 1can
- land of liberty, of thee I sing.” 3 ; ; 2. : %
' [ et all Americans continue to carry forward the banner that 18 vears ago feli from Dr. King's hands loday, all {h'C{ll]] [I];l[ one dll_\ lh 1S nation w II I ri1s¢C lll) llnd l 1ve out -
B over America. libraries, hospitals, parks, and thoroughfares pr udlv bear his name. His likeness appears on ore than : paa : ] : T
- 4 » - b s 1 b ” b IS =\ » » ) ]
!‘5“5 “l]}‘ll\[.I;_'_t"\LUI]|"\1\\IIL'I.“'!\iit'ft‘llklﬂIl;ilIU{‘I\;].I'Lllllll|llk‘:_'_ll!ht' loday we honor himwith speeches and monuments [hk truc I]lLr.l]“”:_ Ul 1S Llﬁ.Ld WC h()ld th se “lh.\ L l C
L, i g k .
But let us do n.lun- Let all Amencans of every |".1L"c and creed and color work Il~ ygether to build in this blessed land a HCI I ev l LlCI]l ‘ lhill a l I men are ¢ ]'CLIIC(I CL] u Ell ,
shining city of brotherhood, justice and harmony. This is the monument Dr King would have wanted most ol all : .
By Public Law 980144, the third Monday in January of each yeas has been designated as a public holiday in l hll\'C a Lh‘k.‘llln lhlll one (lll\' on th I'Cd hl”.‘ﬂ ()I ( IC()I'}:‘_IEL
honor of the “Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.” . 53 - T
Now, Therefore, I, Ronald ]{L'li:...[ill'l‘ President of the United States of America, t|n|lL‘|U|\_\ |?Im'1.t|m \()n\ ()I l {Hn]cr S I (l \'L‘.\. ;l[l(l \()l]\‘ ()' l (}I'I]}C ] \ I a\C_()\\f[]C] S
Monday, Jan. 20, 1986, as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day . f SR
[n\r\"llnuw\\'iwnrnl.lh'.l\chcrcunln\ut:nyhmuilluxci;.'_hlccnl}uI;l_\ of January. inthe yearof our Lord nineteen W1 “ hL‘ llhll.‘ tO Si1t d( YW [(]g@[h@] at [l]c lllhlc ()l h{ ()[h -
hundred and eighty-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth l 1
L Ronald Reagan, president of the United States. crnood... : ‘ 0
rr . - 5
Dream ~ Speech
The O Air National
Little Chapel of the Chimes
3 : | Funeral Home
i " - *y. . had already been
.n‘..‘ : ; : j - = . i |
7 : - ) _ I supporting the families of

Portland

After 85 years, our

commitment to the
families of our community
continues. We are here

in times of need, just as

A HISTORY of SERVICE. we always have been.
A tradition that continues.
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