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The Portland Observer

DEC. 30, 1997

Editorial Articles Do Not Necessarily
Reflect Or Represent The Views Of
Che Portland Observer

Attention Readers!

Please take a minute to send us your comments. We're always trying togive you
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and
what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We
take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters

to: Editor sponse, P.
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Deadline for all submitted materials:
Articles:Friday, 5:00 pm Ads: Monday, 12:00pm

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Portland Observer,
P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208.
Periodicals postage paid at Portland, Oregon
Subscriptions: $30.00 per year

'he Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. Manu-
scripts and photographs should be clearly labeled and will be returned
ifaccompanied by a selfaddressed envelope. All created design display
ads become the sole property of the newspaper and cannot be used in
other publications or personal usage without the written consent of the
general manager, unless the client has purchased the composition of
1996 THE PORTLAND OBSERVER. ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED, REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITH-
OUT PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED.
I'he Portland Observer--Oregon’s Oldest Multicultural Publica-
tion--1s a member of the National Newspaper Association--Founded in
1885, and The National Advertising Representative Amalgamated
Publishers, Inc, New York, NY, and The West Coast Black Publishers
Association = Serving Portland and Vancouver.

Name:
Address:
City, State:
Zip-Code:

SUBSCRIBE TO The Portland Observer
I'he Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for only $30.00
per year. Please fill out, enclose check or money order, and mail to
SUBSCRIPTIONS
THe PorTLAND OBSERVER; PO Box 3137
PorTLAND, OREGON 97208

THANK You For READING THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
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By Pror. McKiNnLeEy Burt

I'hat’s right, go for itthis year! Go
tor the gold, or even the platinum
Ignore the “Apocalypse Now ™ people
and the “doom sayers.” Get vour
container’ ready for the long haul
Make those resolutions real

For 52 straight weeks, ‘The Port
land Observer” has identified and
highlighted as many as possible of
those caring and motivated residents
and organizations of our Northeast
community responsible for signifi
cant advances n our quality of life
Only the restriction of space and
time have prevented a broader cita
tion (including those very helpful
‘outsiders’). Thank you!

And here in my weekly column, |
strnive o PJ.IL ¢ a realistic ill'ld inton
mative “perspective’ onthose events
and forces that may either advance or
constrain oul ii]ll*‘l“lln‘\ \lﬂd J\"Il.l
tons - and similarly motivate and
structure the future of our children in

Gephardt VS. The

House Minority Leader Richard
Gephardt let the cat out of the bag,
when he picked a fight with the
“Democrats for the Leisure Class™
in the midst of a thoughtful, well
written, and tumely speech ai
Harvard's Kennedy School

'his 1s no ordinary political
squabble-Gephardt was aco-founder
and the first chairman of the DLC, a
corporate-tunded, media-oriented,
Beltway organization founded in the
mid-1980s with the specific purpose
ofmoving the Democratic Party away
from its base, away from unions,
Blacks & Browns, and women's
rghts

Despite his DLC roots, Dick
Gephardt stripped the bark off Al
From’s hide, with these pointed re
marks:

“And now
pragmatism...cannot be a substitute

more than ever

for the principles that give us purpose
anddirectioninatime of rapid change

By Huon B. Price
Presipent Nationar Ursan
LeaGue

A colleague and | were talking
recently about the distressing news
ol the poor performance of black
seventh-grade pupils in reading in
the suburban Washington, D.C. ju
risdiction of Prince George's
County. Maryland

There, in acounty that is 62 per
cent Atrican Amenican (and those
Americans are basically working
class and nuddle class), X1 percent
ol white pupils passed the reading
test, 75 percent of Asian-American
students passes the tests, and 46
percent of Hispanic-American pu
pils passed the test-but only 40 per
cent ol African-Amernican pupils
passed the test

My colleague., visibly upset, re
sponded by telling me this story of
his childhood

For all my adult hite,” he sad,
T've had to acknowledge that |
don’t know, because | never read.
most ol the tairy tales and comic
books that comprised the typical
child’s reading hist of the 1950s

“I never read those tales because
| was too busy-too enthralled with-
reading the twenty-volume 1947 edi
tion of the World Book encyclope
dia. and with thipping through the
newspapers and magazines that lay
on the floor, on tables, and on chairs
in the living room of my family’s
apartment in Chicago. [ read any-
thing I could get my hands on, in-
cluding the Reader’s Digest con-
densed Books series they also sub-
scribed to, [ didn’t need fairy tales
and comics: this was the reading
that took me tar beyond the world of

Chicago’s South Side ghetto

‘My father, who was alongshore
man all my life. and my mother, who
was i homemaker until I was ateen-
ager, had bought the World Books
set brand spanking new when my
brother was born in late 1946

“I don’t know what damage buy
ing the World Book set did to my
parents” finances. | do know that
purchase was the single most impoi
tant toundation of my hife. For me
readimg-and absorbing all sorts ot
intormation, as much by accident as
by design--became as fundamental
as breathing .

I understood then why he found
the news from Prince George's
County’s so painful. It's paintul to
many black parents there, too
Ihey re open arms. Any they should
be. It's imexcusable that the school
district-any school district-should
allow this to happen. So. those who
manage the educational system must
be taken to task

But when the parents go home,
they need to look in the mirror and
ask whether they've done all that
they can do and must do to make
certain they have put their own chil
dren on course. and that their chil-
dren are staying there

I'hey need to ask themselves: Do
they have books, newspapers, and
maguzines prominently available
their homes? Do they read with their
youngsters athome, and prominently
avatlable in their homes? Do they
read momitor how their children are
doing in school”? Do they talk with
teachers about how their children are
taring? 1t this 1s beyond them, do
they seek out the help of pastors and
friends?

ToBe Equal
Reading Is Fundamental

Insaying this, we at the Natonal
Urban League are domg more than
just talking the talk, to use a popular
expression. Our new Campaign tor
Alrican-American Achievement is
intended to help black parents-and
theircommunities-put their children
on the path to high scholastic per
formance and keep them there

Finding and pursuing that path
is more critical then ever, says
lames Comer. the child psychia
trist and school reformer, because,
tor the first ttme i human his
tory, individuals need a good edu
cation i order to earn a good
hiving. Gone are the days when a
factory worker could earn a de
cent wage off the sweat of then
brow and the strength of their
back. Now and in the future, the
strength and suppleness of one’s
mind is the only route to that end

That means that il you can’i
read: You can’'t handle the word
problems in algebra. You can’t
handle the reading assignments
in social studies. You haven't a
prayerof writing well. You won’
be able 1o navigate the Internet
You won't pass the reading test
to become an auto worker. You
won 't do well do well enough on
the Scholastic Aptitude Test 1o
getimto college-much less handle
th ¢ workload once you get there
And on and on

We're all conscious at this time
of the year of the presents we give
toothers asexpressions of our love
And perhaps we parents are more
conscrous at this ttme of vear of ow
wish to give our children what
they 'l need tor a produetive. boun
titul hite

a world that 1s known best for s
uncertainty

But having said thatand hopefully
making the case that we may replace
your “psychic”, what serious state
ments can we make about the future?
If we refer to this column and/or this

newspaper generally, then be assured

that we will “keep-on-keeping-on

How better can we put it then 1o state
thatitis our resolve to continue in the
tradition of journalistic excellence

established by our late past publisher
_Iu_\\ e W .:\hln_-_'[un

[eel privileged tohave been given
the opportunity to provide cnitical
information and some degree of in
sight- notonly to the community and
the metropolitan area with its ex
tended Portland Observer reader \-III[‘
but increasingly to other parts of the
nation. And occasionally abroad,
since itappears our readers are rather
emphatic about communicatine thei
opinions and faxing news clippings

¢ / /

to other media, organizations and
politicians, whoever and wherever
Journals-Net-Worldwide Web)

As I'said on the front page of The
Portland Observer, “The legacy ol
Joyce Washington

my appreciation ior the

HWYYEH )
pportuni
tes Joycee provided for many of us t
reach our community (and the world)
with the news and information
vital to our well-being. And the
chance to mouvate our vouth to
areater achievement and fuller lives

through the medium of The Portland

Observer

I can assure the readers that this
tradition and community spirit is not
only intact but is being aggressively

pursued. And another measure of an
organizations ability to interact ef
tectively with the external is its own
internal sensitivities expressed inre
lations with staff. Earlier in the year
[ was incapacitated by a very serious

illness but few in the community

RAINBOW PUSH

COALITIO

Fhisisadifferentapproach from some

who now call themselves New Demo
crats--but who set their compass only
of others-who talk
about the political center, but fall to

off the direction

understand thatif itis only defined by
others, it lacks core values. And who
o often market a political strategy
masquerading as policy

[In other words, those, as Jesse
always says. who choose the politi
cal center over the moral center. |

e DLC’s founders were the origi
nal triangulator, long before Dick
Morris popularized the phrase. Their
whole strategy was based on “push

of " politics, to attract corporate fund

ing for public policy rescarch that
sought a “third way™ between artifi
clally-defined “old Democrats™ and
the rising right-wing Republicans

I'he DLC s real selling point. how
ever, was that its strategies and pol
cres supposedly offered New Demo
crats a chance to win at every level
And the election of Bill Chinton in
1992, another former DLC Chai
seemed to vindicate the DLC strat
egy. at least to the Washington Es
tablishment

The truth is far different. The truth.
inthe immortal words of Mark Shields.
1s that “if the Clinton Democrats have

written a new political chapter, sadly,

) ¢ 5.

New Year 1998-
Accentuate The Positive

were aware of this situation due to

performances “beyond-the-call-of
duty

Because of the cooperation and
support of the Portland Observe:

staft and my careperson (Cathy

Galbraith (Project Coordinaton
Cornerstones of Community
Buildings of Portland’s African
American History not a single
deadhne formy articles was missed
thev were erther faxed from the
hospital or dehivered to the paper
for me

Further cooperation from this “ex
tended family” - type operation kept
physical and economic situations in

tact during a month’s hospital stay
and a long recuperation. Things are
looking better all the time and [ plan
o “accentuate the positive with a
‘Black History Month

ontributions should be broader and

vengeance
more motivating than ever. Happy
New Year to you all!

DILC

it must be called Chapter 1.7
I'his basic truth has been pointed

out by Shields. by Kevin Phillips,

and by Michael Barone in The Al
manae American Pohities 1996
that while Chinton himselt has been
successtul at the politics of triangu
lation, every otherlevel of the Demo
cratic Party has literally collapsed

We would say itisdying of “strangu
lation by triangulation

['he Rainbow's view is that the
DLC’s original “push-off™ political
strategy, its strategy of running away
from the base voters of the party, is
the main reason for this collapse

Apply the DLC logic to sporis
using DLC strategic thinking, Chi
cago Bulls coach Phil Jackson would
build his entire offense around Steve
Kerr rather than Michael Jordan
'rue. Steve Kerr often provides the
“swing” points needed to win big
games, as he did in the NBA Finals

carher this yean

Ron Brown May Have Suffered Gunshot Wouna

By ELaine HEGwoon Bowen
SpeCIAL To THE NNPA FrROM THE
CHicaGo NEw CRUSADER

After the sudden death in April
1996 of U.S. Commerce Secretary
Ron Brown, some in the African
American community said the crash
of his plane in Bosnia recked ol
conspiracy. Now, more than I8
months later, a Pittsburgh Tribune
Review expose, while not clearly
substantive, points o tragic ci
cumstances

A hole in Brown's skull could
have been a gunshot wound, wrote
reporter Christopher Ruddy. Ruddy
interviewed several major players in
the ensuing plane crash investiga

ton, whichdidn t promptan autopsy
ol Brown’s corpse

One reason that an autopsy wasn 't
performed is because White House
officials were ]‘l\'\\lll\'ti Lo "I‘\.'L'll up
the return of Brown's body to the
United States for his funeral, Ruddy
wrote

According to Ruddy, Lt. Col. Steve
Cogswell, adoctor and deputy medi
cal examiner with the Armed Forces
Institute of Pathology, said that evi
dence that Brown may have been
murdered has been ignored. A 22
volume reportissued by the Air Force
said the crash, which killed Brown
and 34 business executives and oth

ers, resulted from pilot error and

faulty navigation equipment

Cogswell sid an X-ray showed
small metal fragments inside Brow |‘~
head and he claims according (o
Ruddy. that this X-ray has disap
[‘C.I]L'\I :

Ruddy wrote, “The pathologist
said the fragments could be what
pathologists sometimes call a “lead
snowstorm’ pattern from a disinte
graung bullet.”

And while Cogswell didn’texam
me Brown's corpse. Ruddy wrote, he
(Cogswell) did interview colleagues
who were part of the examination
team. Cogswell also reviewed re-
ports. records and photographs of

the crash scene and victims

A NEW DENTAL RESEARCH STUDY AT RUSSELL STREET CLINIC

and have at least 15 teeth.

Benefits

for people with HIV.

ARE YOU HIV POSITIVE?

Do You Have Tooth Pain?

Do You Have These Symptoms?
Do you have a persistent tooth ache, intermittent tooth pain, or swelling in your mouth or face? Have
you been told your tooth needs a root canal?

Participate In A New Free Research Study
You may qualify to participate in the Oral Health Enbancement Study being conducted by the
Russell Street Dental Clinic, a part of OHSU. Volunteers must be HIV positive, 18 to 65 years of age

Participants will receive free root canal treatment, free CD4 counts and viral load blood tests, free
check-ups, and $125 for participation. Participants will also be helping to improve the quality of life

For more information, call: (503) 494-6300

Where Healing, Teaching and Discovery Come Together »ews
Anequal opportanity, atfirmative action institution.
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