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T o  B e  E q u a l
Who is An American?

By Hugh B. Price
Nation Urban League

A story in the December 14th New 
York Times declared that a joint 
Times/CBS news poll had found, as 
the headline put it, “Americans Re
ject M eans But N ot Ends of Racial 
D iversity.”

The report, which included graphs 
and adiscussion of the possible mean
ing of some of the statistics, said that 
"A m ericans today endorse the goal 
o f racial diversity in schools and 
office, but reject some of the mam 
methods used so far to achieve it.”

Yet, in my view, this poll was not 
quite what it seem ed-even  to the 
T im es/C B S N ew s pollsters; and 
therefore its finding must be regarded 
in a different, more com plex way.

For one thing, the headline is 
wrong. Americans do not “reject” 
the means to achieve diversity: White 
Americans oppose those means, gen
erally speaking, by significant m ar
gins. Black Americans support them, 
generally speaking, by even more 
significant margins.

For example, 57 percent of whites 
said that affirmative action programs 
weren't needed loensurc that businesses 
have diverse work forces; 80 percent of 
blacks said they were. Only 35 percent of 
whites agreed that affirmati ve action pro
grams should be continued “for the fore
seeable future,” but 80 percent of blacks 
said they should.

Even when blacks and whites agreed 
on a survey question, the gaps were 
striking: 82 to 95 percent of blacks 
supported special educational and job- 
training programs for minorities, and 
laws to protect them against discrimi
nation in hiring and promotion. The 
percentage of whites who agreed 
ranged from 59 to 65 percent.

But, despite those gaps, that agree
ment does exist suggests that A m eri
cans have a more com plex view of 
the means to achieve diversity than
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that headline acknow ledges. That 
may be because the poll is skewed by 
a serious flaw: it focuses only on 
blacks and whites.

Yet the statistics o f em ploym ent 
and college- and graduate school- 
adm ission show that white women, 
H ispanic A m ericans, and A sian 
A m ericans have also benefitted sig
nificantly from affirm ative action. 
The views of and about those groups- 
- significant actors in our diverse 
so c ie ty -a re  absent from this survey.

Nonetheless, the survey is valu
able.

W hat can be said is that, on the 
one hand, 61 percent o f whites feel 
affirm ative action program s should 
be either ended now, or phased out in 
the next few years, while, on the 
other, nearly 66 percent agree that 
there should be special preparatory 
educational andjob-program s(w hich 
m any conservatives w ould likely 
classify as affirm ative action) to help 
minorities.

This seeming contradiction does 
reflect what the two major referenda to 
this date on affirmative action—the 
California electorate’s approval of a 
ban on affirmative action in 1996; the 
Houston electorate’s choosing last 
month to continue that city 's affirma
tive action program-have shown : How 
affirmative action programs are oper
ated, and how affirmative action is 
explained is crucial to whether a ma
jority of whites will support it.

The gap between white support 
for racial diversity and their objec
tion to the means to achieve it has 
existed since the founding of the na
tion. Indeed, aG allup poll, taken just 
before the 1963 march on W ashing
ton, found that 63 percent o f those 
surveyed disapproved of it, and that 
38 percent felt that the civil rights 
m ovem ent was being too assertive in 
pushing for bedrock civil rights for 
blacks in the South.

Over the years, I have heard many 
Af rican Americans ask the fateful ques
tion; "Is life really a song, an inspiring 
refrain that, for some, can break" 
through the dissonant cacophonies of 
hard realities?

And they ask from that urban tab
leau - from that frequently traumatic 
stage we call the inner city - “can we 
really feel that bold musical déclara 
tion your land and my land’." Or as 
one reader queried of last week'squote 
from ' America, The Beautiful, "Purple 
mountain majesties, above the fruited 
plain.”

“It sounds good McKinley - just as 
it did in my high school -years ago, but 
how do blacks get all that emotionally 
involved with the system’s 'ideolo
gies and philosophy, when they need 
all their wits about them, facing the 
new forms of gentrification, redlining 
and urban renewal/removal'.’ With the 
Gorge, National Parks?”

Breaking The Chains Of X-Mas
The rush of X-M as is once again 

upon us. In the weeks from Thanks
giving to the New Year consumers 
crazed by capitalist induced consum 
erism  will spend hundreds o f billions 
o f dollars thereby bolstering the bot
tom line of giant retail establishments. 
In large measure the real m eaning of 
Christmas as the birthday o f one who 
came to liberate humanity from suf
fering and bondage has been buried 
by an almost obsessive com m ercial
ism. Christm as has become a pris
oner o f X-M as. U nfortunately, A fri
can Americans, an oppressed people 
still plagued by racism and economic 
exploitation, are also caught up in 
this counter productive charade.

An oppressed people must be de-

Bringing Democracy To The United States
The International Institute lor 

Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
(IDE A) “Handbook of Electoral Sys
tem Design" teaches us that:

“Political institutions shape the rules 
of the game under which denux.’racy is 
practiced, and it is often argued that the 
easiest political institution to he manipu
lated, for giMxl or bad, is the electoral 
system, because in translating the voles 
cast in a general election into seats in the 
legislature, the choice of election into 
seats in the legislature, the choice of 
electoral system can effectively deter
mine who is elected and which party 
gains power."

In an attem pt to reshape the rules 
o f  the g am e. C o n g ressw o m an  
Cynthia M cKinney o f Georgia last 
month introduced House Bill 3068. 
A bill which would allow states to 
use proportional representation. The

better Cv QLditor
Send your letters to the Editor to:

Editor, PO Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208
To The Editor:
This year w e’re moving toward 

our goal o f raising more than $ 19.6 
million. With the assistance of do
nors and volunteers, I believe we 
can reach this goal.

I would like to take this opportu
nity to thank the Portland Observer 
for all of your extra efforts in get
ting United W ay’s message out into 
the community. Y ou've helped your 
readers make inform ed decisions 
on where and how they want to

To the Editor:
I know  that I am a little  late 

in w riting  th is , but I w ould  like 
to  thank  you s in c e re ly  for your 
e d ito r ia l in the N ov. 19th issue 
o f  T H E  P O R T L A N D  O B 
S E R V E R  It w as w ell w ritten  
and  so u n d ed  b e tte r  than the 
w o rd s tha t I w ro te  tha t you 
q u o ted  from .

Sadly, my conciliatory  letter 
evoked not only w ords of praise 
but also some hate m ail. The "hate

Another reader said that I had cho
sen and excellent vehicle for pointing 
out a most aggravating element arising 
from America's much publicized clash 
of cultures. But he also made the case 
for “blacks preserving soul and sanity, 
balancing internal beauty against those 
'slings-and-arrows of an outrageous 
fate’.”

Say, I really liked this Georgia truck 
driver and asked him to stop by any 
other time he has a layover here. We 
both recalled the 1930’s poem of 
Langston Hughes, “Lenox Avenue 
Mural

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore 
and then run?
. ..or does it explode?
Several black females engaged in

either the theatre or graphic arts had 
some interesting, even noble, com-

liberate and purposeful about plot
ting their liberation. It should be clear, 
therefore, that A fricans in America 
cannot afford to participate in and 
support X -M ax. El H ajj M alik 
Shabazz, M alcolm X called upon 
Black people to achieve liberation 
by “any means necessary.” One of 
the most important weapons at our 
disposal as an oppressed people in 
this capitalist, greed driven nation is 
our hard earned, precious dollars — 
green power! By some estim ates 
B lack consumers now spend 400 bil
lion dollars each year much of which 
goes to feed huge businesses/corpo- 
rations which are the pillars o f U.S. 
capitalism  — the backbone of this 
oppressive system.

bill is co-sponsored by Jesse Jackson 
(IL), C haka Fattah (PA ), Eddie 
B ern ice  Jo h n so n  (T X ), Jam es 
Clyburn (SC), and Eva Clayton (NC).

All six sponsors are Democrats, 
and all are African Americans. Once 
again, the descendants of salves are 
taking the lead in guiding A m erica 
towards a real democracy, a true gov
ernment of, by, and for the people.

H.B 3068 is a response to recent 
Supreme Court decisions which have 
undermined the spirit of the voting 
Rights Act. by severely limiting ma
jority-m inority districts. Since the 
Rcagan/Bush Court has decided that 
the Congresses of the I990s-tho.se 
diversified by the Voting Rights Act, 
the most representative Congresses 
in the history o f this country-m ust be 
nullified. Rep. McKinney has been 
searching for another way to insure

donate their money to improve their 
com munity. W hen everyone gives 
through United Way, more individu
als and families can be helped.

The dollars raised will support 160 
programs, including those at the Albina 
Ministerial Alliance, which distrib
utes United Way scholarship funds to 
help parents apply for child care in 
center-based or family day-care set
tings; Boy Scouts of America, Cas
cade Pacific Council, which supplies 
weekly In-School Scouting programs

m ail'' that I received revealed m is
placed anger w hich I w ish that I 
could deal with or respond to. A ny
way, I am sure that you get your 
share o f critica l letters also and it 
just rem inds us that there are many 
hurting  people out there and we 
becom e the ligh tn ing  rod for their 
feelings.

Ballot Measure 5 1 has caused me 
a lot o f sadness, but also has im
pressed upon inc the needs of many 
O regonians that we need to address -

mentary. One lady at the coffee shop 
spoke extensively on ’areal life "stage 
m anagem ent" being absolutely nec
essary to “black survival.” She quoted 
Henry Dumas, “One of the greatest 
roles ever created by W estern man 
has been the role o f ‘N egro” ."

Someone else said that the movie 
"Amistad” may arouse too great a 
hope that Hollywood or media in gen
eral is about to raise that 'cotton cur
tain’; the regressive veil that for so 
many citizens of ebony hue has ob
scured the view o f and participation in 
that great "American Land and Space.” 
“Gone with the W ind” lives on, this 
person added.

Others pointed to television as a 
force “gradually adjusting the view
points and attitudes of the majority to 
an extent that might permit a friction
less enjoyment o f urban space.” An 
expected reply was, "dream on kid, 
things don’t change, they just go un-

Beyond a few jo b s , these co rp o 
rations con tribu te  no th ing  to the 
social and econom ic uplift o f Black 
com m unities. Indeed, it is in-their 
best in terest to keep us in chains, 
slaves to a m ind less consum erism  
that d rains despera te ly  needed re 
sources from  our com m unities to 
fill their co rporate  coffers. X -M as 
is an integral part o f  this schem e. I 
w ould venture to  say that B lack 
co n su m er d o lla rs  co n stitu te  the 
critica l m argin o f  p rofit for m ost 
retail es tab lishm en ts during the X- 
M as season. In fact p ropo rtion 
ately  Black consum ers spend m ore 
than any o ther g roup  during X- 
M as. And, since X -M as is the make 
or break season for retail concerns,

fair and equal representation for 
women and minorities.

Herconclusion-change the way we 
vote, and the way we decide the win
ners of elections. The current big- 
m o n e y . g e r r y - m a n d e r c d ,  
uncompetitive, winner-take-all elec
tion systems we have now are injuring 
our democracy, depressing voter turn
out, and alienating the citizenry.

Her solution-give PR a chance. 
L et’s experim ent with alternative 
voting system s, which are more in
clusive and would involve all A m eri
cans in our dem ocracy. L et’s jo in  the 
rest o f the world, by putting a propor
tional representation system in place 
to elect our political leaders.

Her bill does not force any stale to 
change its voting system, but it does 
allow states the right to experiment. 
Right now. all states must use single

for third-though fifth-graders, teach
ing communication skills, community 
aw areness and first aid; Delaunay Fam
ily of Services, which seeks to allevi
ate emotional problems brought on by 
traumatic events, including family vio
lence and the use of alcohol and drugs; 
and many, many more.

Thank you for your support and 
for all you have done and will do to 
help change people’s lives. A lso a 
big thanks goes to all o f the donors 
who continue to make a difference in

health care in our dehum anized soci
ety, the loneliness of so many elderly 
and dying people, the unchurched 
nature of our state, etc. But rather 
than lament our “defeat", I feel that 
we must press forward with all we 
are doing to care for those in need, as 
I m entioned in the article, through 
our existing program s and organiza
tions, but also by being creative and 
forming “parish-based hospice pro
gram s" and “care groups for the eld
erly” , etc.

derground.”
An actor insisted that the A m eri

can scene is better understood from 
theatrical param eters than from all 
the ethnic, social and urban consid
erations applied. He quoted Katherine 
Dunham, famed black dancer and 
anthropologist. “ In the book, The 
N egroC aravan’, the influential play
w right, C harles Frohinan (1860- 
1915), said never give a nigger (sic) 
a line’.”

N ota  ‘line’ nor a meaningful ‘role’ 
in the scheme of things was the con
sensus, here. An artist pointed out that 
the scenes in Norman Rockwell’s il
lustrations of “Americana” was “the 
reality o f America - yet not quite real. 
Three black children out o f a thousand 
pictures.”

Our artist might have inquired was 
this that early “spirit val concept” of 
American land as “a paradise given - 
Eden?”

the Black do lla r in effect is the 
m ajor factor ensuring  the p ro fit
ab ility  o f these g iant com panies on 
an annual basis.

W e m ust b reak  the ch a in s  o f  
X -M as if  we are se rio u s  ab o u t 
o u r lib e ra tio n . If  the b lack  N a
tion  can m ob ilize  m illio n s o f  m en 
and w om en fo r the M illio n  M an 
M a rc h  (M M M ) a n d  M i l l io n  
W om an M arch  (M W M ) then  we 
sh o u ld  be ab le  to ed u c a te , m o b i
lize and o rg an iz e  m illio n s o f  c a p 
tives o f X -M as to  escape the p la n 
ta tio n  o f  s e lf -d e s tru c tiv e  c o n 
su m e rism  s tr ik in g  te llin g  b lo w s 
w ith  a aw eso m e w eapon w hich  
we have in ou r ow n hands --- 
B lack  d o lla rs .

m em ber districts, not due to any 
Constitutional imperative, but be
cause a law requiring single-m em ber 
districting was passed in 1967 as a 
response to attempts to subvert “one 
person, one vole” and the Voting 
Rights Act o f 1965.

Now that the Supreme Court is 
gutting the Voting Rights Act, how
ever, it’s time to move beyond single
m em ber districts, and winner-take- 
all elections. It’s time for the U.S. to 
develop election systems that limit 
the role o f m oney, and maxim ize the 
inclusion of all points o f view.

Winning reforms such as instant run
off, proportional representation, and cu
mulative voting will not be quick or easy. 
That’s why we need to get started. We 
applaud Rep. McKinney and the Center 
for Voting & Democracy (CVD) for 
taking on this fight.

people’s lives. One of United W ay’s 
com m itm ents to the com munity is 
to do its very best to make sure 
every dollar goes where it’s needed 
most. It’s a promise United Way 
keeps every day because every dol
lar counts.

Sincerely,
Robert G. Miller 
1997 U nited W ay C am paign 

Chairman
CEO  and President 
Fred M eyer, Inc.

I do  w an t to  thank  you  fo r 
you r b ea u tifu l e d ito r ia l and  fo r 
all you are d o in g  th ro u g h  y o u r 
n ew sp a p e r to  m in is te r  to  the 
peo p le  o f  o u r a rea , e sp e c ia lly  
the poor, the m in o ritie s , the v ic 
tim s o f  p re ju d ic e  and h a tred  in 
our so c ie ty .

T h an k s  aga in  and m ay god 
b less  y o u r e ffo rts .

S in ce re ly ,
B ish o p  K enne th  S te in e r
A d m in is tra to r
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