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Crusade To Heal Illiteracy Ills
The Rev. Alfreddie Johnson says 

the problem with inner-city America 
is not the usual litany of woes: drugs, 
crime, gangs, teen-pregnancy. domes­
tic abuse.

All of the above are deeply rooted 
in something far more fundamental, 
he says. In a word, illiteracy.

“If you go into any American city 
and look into the eyes of young people, 
you will see anger and alienation," 
says this nondenominational preacher. 
“Why? They are surrounded by a 
wealth of opportunity in this country 
yet are convinced such opportunities 
is not for them. This the result of 
illiteracy.”

Mr. Johnson should know. He grew 
up in this Los Angeles-area inner city, 
which has the national average (at 20 
percent), and nearly half of those of 
high school age are considered “func­
tionally illiterate” - unable to read a 
map or menu.

In the wake of the 1992 Los Ange­
les riots, which devastated this com­
munity, Johnson planted seeds to

change that Already active in the 
neighborhood with an eight-year-old 
outreach program for youths, he 
founded the Compton Literacy and 
Learning Project. A year later, it was 
named the World Literacy Crusade 
(WLC) and has since become so suc­
cessful that chapters have been cloned 
in 30 other cities around the world.

The curriculum Johnson uses is a 
simple system from a controversial 
source. In the 193O’s,L. Ron Hubbard, 
who later founded the Church of 
Scientology, designed a way to help 
potential readers of all ages overcome 
their own barriers to learning: He 
stressed that readers must know where, 
when and how they become confused.

In the WLC program, student are 
urged to look up any unclear words in 
dictionaries before proceeding in 
school work or reading. They are taught 
to backtrack to lesson areas where 
their comprehension derailed or atten­
tion waned, to continually monitor 
their own understanding, and to con­
struct ideas and concepts in materials

like clay so they may literally grasp 
them

"The concepts are incredibly 
simple, which is partly why they are 
powerful and why they have been over­
looked elsew here," says Sandy 
Chapman, a 20-year reading specialist 
and curriculum writer in San Diego.

Bom in Birmingham, Ala., and a 
disciple of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
belief that individuals can make a dif­
ference in their communities, Johnson 
was led to the cause of literacy by a 
lifetime of church activism.

"St. John said, In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God,'" says 
the preacher, in a clerical collar and 
jeans. “I always knew that the spirit of 
God was bound up in words. I knew 
there was power in words."

For more informaiton on the World 
Literacy Crusade and the educational 
works of L. Ron Hubbard, contact 
Applied Scholastics International at 
(800) 424-5397, or visit its Website at 
www.appliedscholastics.org..

Donald Lawrence & The Tri-City Singers

U
SA Today has labeled 
D onald Law rence & 
the T ri-C ity  S ingers 
"One of the m ost phenom enal 

choirs" in the country today. 
T h e y ’ve re c e iv e d  G ram m y , 
S te lla r ,  N A A C P  and  D ove 
Award nom inations for their two 
previous hip-hop sty led  gospel 
album s. T heir 1993 debut A 
Songw riter’s Point o f V iew fea­
tu re d  P e a b o  B ry so n  and  
Stephanie M ills and was a Top 
Ten charter.

Their 1995 fo llow -up Bible 
Stories reached # I and rem ained

One of the 
most phenomenal

choirs”
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In Loving Memory Of 
Laura Linda Venable

“Lo-Lo”
She is gone, but not 

forgotten. Her spirit 
lives on through her 
precious son.

We want to thank ev­
eryone for their com­
passion, support and 
prayers, these past two 
years.

From her Family
August 30, 1973 - 
December 15, 1995
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• Books

• Greeting Caids**^

• Balloons

• Ethnic Figurines

• Christian Reading
Materials

• Gift Baskets

• Affordable Gift
Ideas

• And Much More!
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407 NE Maion & MLK • Portland, OR 97211

feUozusfiip Missionary ‘Baptist Churth 
4009 North Missouri Avenue 

(503) 249-0377
P.O. Box 12380 • Portland, OR 97212

PASTOR JOHNNY PACK IV 
Rei: 4706 NE Mallory • Portland, OR 97211 

(503) 284-9195 • Study (503) 249-0537 • FAX (503) 288-3126

“In Thee, O Lord, D o I Pul my trust:
Let me never he p u l to confusion " 

Psalm 71:1

ffloOTOTunitg Œtptrclj of (Boh
'34 friendly Church"

V.^,. Brown 
•Pastor and Counselor

We Extend Our Hand To Everyone 
Services Sunday 11 A.M. and 6 P.M. 

Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Community Church of God 

202 N.E. Skidmore 
281-5678 Church

Christmas
Pageant

Christmas Pageant with Gos­
pel and Jazz - the Children of 
Augustana Lutheran Church 
will present the Christmas Story 
woven through sets of Gospel 
and Jazz Sunday December 21 
at 6:00 pm. Accompanying the 
wonderfully diverse cast of 40 
children are some of Portland’s 
finest Jazz Musicians includ­
ing Marilyn Keller, Vocals; 
Darin Clendenin, piano; Ron 
Steen, Drums; and Kevin Dietz, 
Bass. Augustana is located on 
thecornerof 15th and NE Knot, 
in Portland, 288-6174.

on B illboard’s gospel charts  for 
over two years and has sold a 
quarter m illion  copies.

Their new Hello Christm as al­
bum has a lready  debu ted  on 
B illboard’s gospel charts and 
gaining m om entum  on m ain ­
stream and gospel radio playlists.

Donald Law rence is one of 
the most in-dem and producers 
in gospel today. His cred its  in ­
clude R&B group En V ogue, 
rock  s o n g s tr e s s  S o p h ie  B 
Hawkins and gospel lum inaries 
such as Kirk Franklin  and the 
Family, S tephanie M ills, Daryl 
C o le y , th e  C la rk  s i s t e r s ,  
H e z e k ia h  W a lk e r , T h o m a s  
W hitfield , Ricky D illard  and 
Karen C lark-Sheard  who cu r­
rently has one o f the ho ttest 
gospel album s in the country . 
H owever, m usic isn ’t the only 
thing on the mind of Law rence 
who studied at the prestig ious 
C incinnati C onservatory  o f the

A rts.
He itches to become an actor, so 

he brings adrainatic llairand style to 
each and every one of his projects.

On Saturday , D ecem ber 20th 
D onald and the choir will make a 
live appearance on N B C ’s "T o ­
day  S h o w " (7 :1 )0 -9 :00  a .in .)  
w here they will sing tw o songs 
from the new album .

They will sing from the streets

of New York about the hope 
and joy of the yu letide season.

L ater that day. B lack E n te r­
tainm ent Television (BET) will 
feature two songs by the cho ir 
on its "Teen Sum m it” (12:00- 
1:30 p.m .) C hristm as special. 
D onald and the cho ir will tape 
the program  in W ashington , 
D C. the w eekend before the 
broadcast.
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20 years

Of Exceptional Service
A Total Family Service Agency 

Specializing in Restoration and Reconciliation

Counseling
-Marriage, Family, Individual 
-Licensed and Professional 
-Biblical Based 
-Multicultural
-Affordable

S'ThÌS D A L w..... - i.

• Extended Family Homes
—Certification 
—Counseling 
—Supportive services 
—Special Needs Children 
—Parenting Classes

• Adoption
-Recruitment, Placement
-Bridge Building/Parenting Classes

-Special Needs, Minority, Interracial 
—Counseling (Pre and Post adoption) 
—Affordable

• Respite Care
—Temporary child care 
—Counseling for children 
—Temporary Housing for parents 
-Parental Counseling 

—Supportive Services
Because... If Families Are Whole.Then Communities Are Healthier!!!

For More Information Call Us at (503) 335-0845

(foa> FFu/ieraf fFFôme Sfna
2736 NE Rodney 

Portland, OR 97212

503-251-4591

This Is your community hosed fbnerot home supported 
byyou.

Wemohe the toss o f  your loved ones coster to bear. 
Let us guide you through our facility and explain about 

pre arrangements with you.

C. Cox Tanner 
O w ner

Jerom e Cox Tanner 
Funeral D irector
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THE LARGEST, M O ST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN  THE WEST

October 28 through November 11, 1997

MAILER SALE!

3O% off
Everything in the store* 
fBurda Patterns $ 1 99
1 5 DAYS ONLY JL Ea.

Nov. 5 - 9, 1997 only Limit_6 _  j

SPECIAL SALE
2  DAYS ONLY - NOV. 7  & X4n% OFFV I  ALL FABRIC

1 ' I '  h o u r. s .iliin l.n  i»p» I|J,»C

Limited to stock on hand!

%  ON THESE PATTERNS
'  w • McCalls • VogueOFF • Butterick • Simplicity

BF. SURE TD ( HECK OUR STORE EOR “MANAGER’S SPECIALS"
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RETAIL-WHOLESALE 
700 S.E. 122nd Ave. 

Portland, OR
2 5 2 - 9 5 3 0

Visit our website at 
www.Iabricdepot.com 

1-800-392-3376
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http://www.appliedscholastics.org
http://www.Iabricdepot.com

