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SPREWELL BANISHMENT REVIEWED
Some people, including many 

blacks, think the one-year suspen­
sion of Latrell Sprewell was suspi­
ciously tough.

Would the three tune All-Star have- 
received as long a suspension if he 
was white? O r what if the coach he 
attacked was black?

The racial angle is being injected 
into the debate over the N B A 's long­
es t n o n -d ru g  su sp e n s io n , and 
Sprew ell’s agent added to the con 
troversy Sunday.

A p p e a rin g  on A B C ’s “T h is  
W eek,” agent Arn Tellem said: “ I 
think when you look at it, I don’t 
think the issue of race can be ig­
nored. I think that’s the best way to 
answer. I think it must be looked into

“You have a white coach who has 
a history of having problems with 
players in the NBA Obviously, the 
players that he’s had problem s with 
are black players."

However, Billy Hunter, executive 
director o f the NBA Players A sso­
ciation, said, “I don’t think that that’s 
the issue at all.”

“I think what you 've got is aleague 
that’s predominantly black arid an 
adm inistration that's  predominantly 
white," he said on N B C 's “Meet The 
Press.”

“If there are individuals who wish 
to read the race card or race issue into 
it, they can do that, but I haven’t 
found any evidence of that. What 
I’ve found is that, in this instance,

there’s been a rush to judgment. I 
think the league has overreacted," 
said Hunter, who is black.

Sprewell received a one-year suspen­
sion Thursday, a few hours after the 
Golden State Warriors terminated the 
final three years of his four-year, $32 
million contract for attacking coach PJ. 
Carlesimo at practice last Monday.

W itn e s se s  sa id  he g rab b e d  
Carlesim o in a choke hold and threat­
ened to kill him. About 15 minutes 
later, Sprewell returned to practice 
and confronted the coach again b e­
fore being pulled away

The players’ union has filed griev­
ances against the NBA and the W ar­
riors, arguing that the penalty was 
excessive The case will be heard by 
Fordham  Law School Dean John

Feerick no earlier than Jan. 4.
Sprewell and Tellem  have con­

sulted with attorney Johnnie Cochran, 
w ho successfu lly  defended  O .J. 
Simpson on m urder charges.

Sprewell is expected to make a state­
ment Tuesday or Wednesday. Carlesimo 
did not return phone calls Sunday.

C om m issioner D avid S tern and 
the W arriors w ere applauded by 
m any, including several black NBA 
players, for m eeting force with 
force and sending a m essage that 
the league w ould not to lerate  what 
it ca lled  “p rem edita ted  assau lt.”

“I think there was a public outcry, 
at least a concern in the public that 
things were sort o f getting out of 
control, and I think the league had to 
dem onstrate that they are in control,”

Hunter said.
"I think that the league is postur­

ing because o f the strong possibility 
that the current collective bargaining 
agreement was going to be blown up, 
and so I think that what they want to 
do is to send a message to the players 
that they’re in control."

Tellem did not specifically say the 
confrontation between Sprewell and 
Carlesimo was a racial incident But he 
pointed to other incidents involving tlx? 
coach, including divisive splits last sea­
son with black players Rod Strickland 
and Isaiah Rider of the Portland Trail 
Blazers.

"I can say th is,” Tellem  said. 
"(C arlesim o) has a highly confronta­
tional style o f com m unication and 
there has to be a level o f mutual 
respect between player to coach, but 
also coach to player. And I don 't 
think that occurred here.

“ I think it’s really an issue of fair­
ness, first and foremost, regarding 
the penalty im posed.” Tellem  said. 
“It seemed like every day this week 
he was getting imposed with another 
penalty. It was almost like the 10 
plagues.

“The second issue is what limits - 
are there any lim its on the behavior 
o f coaches? How far can they go in 
treating players as far as highly con­
frontational, in-your-face challeng­
ing the players. At some point there 
has to be some limit on what a coach 
can do to a player.”

NW Network 
founder named
Johnson 
hired by 

Seahawks
The Seattle Seahaw ks have 

nam ed M ichael Johnson their 
Information System s Director.

Jo h n so n  c o m e s  to  the 
Seahawks after serving as the 
founder and Senior Consultant 
for C om m on Sense N etw ork 
Solutions in Seattle, a professional 
computer consulting service spe­
cializing in Microsoft andCompaq 
products. Prior to starting C om ­
mon Sense Network Solutions, he 
worked as the Network Adminis­
trator for Providence Health Plans, 
also in Seattle.

Johnson graduated from South 
Dakota State University in 1990, 
with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in electrical engineering. He is a 
Microsoft Certified System Engi­
neer and Trainer and a Compaq 
Accredited System Engineer.

After graduation, he went to 
work at the Naval Undersea W ar­
fare Center in Keyport, W ash-

Michael Johnson
ington, as a System s Engineer. 
Johnson served also as a Lead En­
gineer, Test and Evaluation Pro­
gram M anager, Periodics Program 
Manager, and Network Support En­
gineer at the Warfare Center.

In 1995, he was the Northwest 
Nominee for Black Engineer of the 
Yciir/Mosl promising Engineer award.

A native o f M inneapolis, M in­
nesota, where he attended Central 
High School, Johnson and his wife, 
Linda, live in Renton.

Ducks vs. Falcons set for Rose Bowl going out In style
December 20

The Las Vegas Convention and 
Visitors Authority (LV C V A ) an- 
lounced that the University of Or 
;gon has accepted a bid to play in Las 
v'egas Bowl VI presented by Reno 
\ i r  on December 20, 1997 at Sam 
Boyd Stadium in Las Vegas.
Tregon will face the U. S. Air Force 
Academy in college football’s first 
post-season bowl game.

“ W e are th rilled  to have the 
U n iv ersity  o f  O regon  in the Las 
V e g a s  B o w l ,” s a id  R o s s i  
R a len k o tte r, LV C V A  V ice P re s i­
dent o f  M ark e tin g  “ W e have 
se lec ted  tw o o u ts ta n d in g  fo o t­
ball team s in O regon  and Air 
F o rce , and we are ex c ite d  about 
the p ro sp e c ts  fo r D ecem b er 20. 
T h is  m a tch -u p  w ill beg in  a new 
era  o f  c o lleg e  fo o tb a ll in Las 
V e g a s ,” he added

The m atch-up featuring Air Force 
and O regon is the first under the new 
bowl format that matches a W estern 
Athletic Conference team and an at-

large opponent The payout lor each 
participating team is $800,000. the 
largest in Las Vegas Bowl history.

The eleven m em ber Las V egas 
Bowl VI presen ted  by Reno Air 
S election  C om m ittee, m ade up of 
LV CV A  execu tives, m em bers of 
the Las V egas Bowl VI w orking 
com m ittee , rep resen ta tives from 
m ajor Las V egas hotel/casino prop­
e rtie s  and m ajor sponso rs, and 
o ther business leaders, chose O r­
egon based on a num ber of criteria.

"The Las Vegas Bowl Selection 
Com m ittee took into consideration 
many factors " said Roy W oofter, 
Chairm an of the Selection Com m it­
tee. “Oregon has put together a solid 
season, and we believe they will at­
tract many fans on D ecember 20."

Las Vegas Bowl VI presented by 
Reno Air will be played in a favor­
able time slot on Saturday, Decem­
ber 20. The game will be televised 
on ESPN2 beginning at 3:00 p.m 
(PST).

The final Rose Bowl under the ex­
clusive BigTen-Pacific- lOformat will 
go out in style.

In its last game before joining the 
alliance, the Rose Bowl will pit Michi­
gan, aiming for a national title, against 
Washington State, playing in the gme 
for the first time since 1931.

"It’s going out the way it should, 
with two great teams playing,” Lloyd 
Carr, coach of the top-ranked and un­
beaten Wolverines, said Wednesday 
during a press conference with W ash­
ington State coach Mike Price.

"Y ou’re looking at the most ex­
cited football coach in the country My 
first experience in the Rose Bowl was 
in 1980 when I came here as an assis­
tant to coach ( Bo) Schemhcchler. I ' vc 
always felt that the Rose B ow l... was

the greatest experience a college loot 
ball player could have."

Carr has been to the Rose Bowl 
seven times as an assistant. Price, in 
hisnin thyearastheC ougars’ coach, is 
familiar with the game only from 
watching it on TV.

“'rile last time we were here ... ” 
Price said, grinning and breaking oft 
the sentence to drag out a leather foot­
ball helmet. "It happens once every 67 
years, whether you like it or not."

Michigan (I 1-0) could clinch the 
national championship with a victory 
over the Cougars (10-1).

“To be No I is always gratifying 
because you work hard to get there," 
Carr said. "But along with being No. 1, 
there’s a pressure, and it makes you a 
bigger target.
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TRICOURTVgH TRANSMISSION
ISNIS

& TRANSAXLE INC.
CAcross from Toys R' Us} ' • clean Suinp &  Screen

I « V ie n n l I n c n e r l l o n

TUNE-UP

12450 SE 80th AVE.1
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By Appointment 
Conventional Car* |
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FREK ESTIMATES!
LO CA L T O W IN G

Y

Visual Inspection
• Remove Pan • Adjust Bands <Sr Linkage
• Replace Pan Gasket &  Fluid

Net valid with other oilers or coupons Expires 9-30-Q7

$50°°
OFF

U1TH COUPON

ANY MAJOR <
TRANSMISSION

OVERHAUL
IVIt/i InflBDatien

Coupon must be presented at time 
of authorization

FINANCING AVAILABLEl ,

Noi 'alici »Hb olber citers cr coupons

FREE
ESTIMATES 653

Come Explore A 
Balloon Bouquet 

or
A Gift Basket!
33H1O1

stop And Enter
Win A Free Gift Basket

-x iVe Accept Visa and MasterCard 
!o-7sÍ  < sJn. 2843 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Jefferson High School
Christmas Tree Recycling

ACTIVATE YOUR OWN CELLULAR PHONE ONLY $ 5 9 .9 5
INCLUDES AIRTIME A

ACTIVATE YOUR OWN PAGER ONLY $ 1 9 .9 5  S j E
INCLUDES 3 MONTHS VOICEMAIL
3939NEM LK • 280-8000

January 3, 1998 
8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Drop off at:
Lom bard and Interstate

Kaiser Dental Bldg.
7201 N. Interstate
South Parking Lot

Drop off $3.00
Curb Side Pick up $5

Info Hot-line 
262-8274 m

NIMHIOttONiMlilOl

Proceeds to benefit Jefferson Basketball Program

A  2  Z  P r o  S e r v i c e s

No .lob To Big or Small 
Free Estimates 

15% Discounts to Seniors

P hillip  Johnson
Phone:(503)335-3786 
Fax: (503)288-0940 
Monthly Special 
25% Off Tree Trimming

♦Hauling *Gutters 
♦Yard Maintenance 
♦Tree Trimming

M on th ly  S p e c ia l
Tree Triming @ 25% Off!

OPEN MON - F R I10A M  TO 6  PM
O F F E R  V A L ID  D E C . I  T H R U  D E C . 31, 1997

THIS CHRISTMAS GIVE THE "GIVE THE GIFT OF CELLULAR"


